
SESSION:  TNT2 
 
CREWLEADER:  Aric Devens 
 
 
Teens and Trails Program Participants 2008: 
 
 Now that the busy field season has wound to a close, it is a time for reflection. I 
hope that, by now, you have had a chance to realize what exactly your session in Oregon 
meant to you and how it may, indeed, carry on and affect for years to come, if not for 
your entire lifetime. For some of you, it may have been an opportunity to enhance your 
understanding of our outside world, this having been some of your first experiences 
camping. For some of you, you may have come away with new job skills and 
understandings of responsibilities that you may not have had before. There are so many 
things to learn here at NYC, and I’ve come to find that they are not often recognized until 
well after the last shotgun has been packed, after the last rig has been swept at big clean, 
and after you were FINALLY able to catch up on your sleep in your own bed. Everybody 
comes away with something different from their experience with NYC, not just ripped 
muscles and a new body odor they didn’t know existed.  
 
 We ALL came away from Teens and Trails with wonderful stories to tell.  
 
 As a crew, you were able to surmount big obstacles, like mountains, rivers, 
downed trees, brutal sun, and thirst that may not have been anything like any other thirst 
you have had before. And, as a crew, you went from a group of perfect strangers to  
tackled these challenges with full hearts, with pulaskis-a-blazing, and the intense fervor 
that can only be found in an NYC crew.  
 
 Well done. Pat yourself on the back. And the person on your left in the circle. 
  
 I wanted to take a moment and thank you all for what you brought to the table. 
You brought skill, you brought intensity, you brought dedication. You brought the fun, 
the silliness, and most importantly, the love to what it we do here, at NYC. And you 
continued our good name and reputation in NYC.  
 
 Thank you for all you did. I hope to see you again. 
 
-Joe Waksmundski 
Program Director 
 
 
 











 
 
 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 1 



 
PROJECT NAME: Lane Electric Coop-Op 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We got up early and packed our stuff.  We left for a four hour ride to our camp.  
We arrived at camp and set everything up and built the latrine.  As soon as it grew darker, 
we sat down for SEED and made our goals.  Then we had free time!  Around 4:43 pm we 
started on our chores.  We ate dinner, which it was our first original camp dinner and it 
was good!  And we ended the day in bed. 
Ashley and Dana 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Wow!  First day of work!  Everyone’s relieved that it wasn’t as physically 
demanding as we had thought it would be.  The day starts, and our tent awakens to the 
rough aroma of Julio’s flatulence, and we took to the start of the day early.  A quick 
breakfast transitions into a brief bus ride to the job site.  Upon arrival we found out what 
we need to clear blackberry bushes, thick, dead and spiny.  We tackled the job with 
intense effort and made light work of the site.  The bus ride home was awesome.  We all 
basked in our greatness.  We had a great dinner and went to bed, then got reprimanded by 
Jeff to be quiet. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we woke up early to eat some delicious chocolate pancakes that “D” and 
Eamon prepared for us.  We got our stuff ready and went to work again on blackberries.  
After work we went to the river to clean up some poison oak and to have fun.  The water 
was cold.  We did a SEED with Brian learning about knots.  We got back to camp and ate 
burgers. 
Julio 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned about what knots you should use for the trailer, and how to deal with 
ropes that snap in the middle.  Also we learned “no trace,” which we are doing very good 
at.  We also learned what to do when we encounter a bear or mountain lion, and what to 
do when deer come into camp.  We learned also ho to make safe fires/when to make 
them. 
Ashley 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we started by eating cereal, packed up the bus and left.  When we got to 
the worksite, we all split up and went to work.  The first couple of hours went by fast.  It 
didn’t seem like two hours, but we were all into working, just talking—having a good 



time.  Then lunch came.  We had hummus sandwiches, pretzels, gorp and crackers.  It 
was yummy.  The last two hours of the day went by slow, but we held it out.  When we 
were all done, Ashley faked that her ankle was broken and we had to put her on the 
stretcher, but she was faking.  But we learned how to carry someone on it, like through 
the woods, up the hills, through the brush.  It was very hard.  We all had to switch out and 
taking turns holding it, which will take 6 people and 1 person will be the leader that 
directs the people in which way of going.  We finally were finished 1 hour and 20 
minutes later.  Then we packed it all up and went swimming for a half ‘n hour, then went 
back to camp and started our chores and packed up the trailer then lights went out. 
 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Aric Devens 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME: Moss Pass  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Fremont National Forest 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Lakeview Ranger District 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We went on a 1 mile hike on Thielson Mountain.  It took about 3 hours.  Some 
people stopped at one point and other people kept going.  We had a store stop and went 
back to camp.  
Tyler Kramer 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We went on a mountain and we were making trails along the mountain.  It was 
very hot; way different from chopping down blackberries and when Aric called for last 
tool count, we were all very happy and we had to walk back to camp.  We were all so 
tired. 
CJ Reed 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we woke up and got ready work.  Today seemed to drag on forever, but our 
day got a lil’ excitement in it when Eamon got fire ants in his pants because he decided to 
“go” on the fire ant’s nest , so add some excitement that was before lunch.  By lunch 
we were all hot and tired and then we downed some PB&Js and CJ took a nap and we 
were ready to go.  Then when we got tired again, D managed to get a fire ant in her pants 
and, well, she got bit and then she did a little dance and finally she got it out.  That and 



Eamon’s fire ants just made all of our days.  Also Julio called tool count and tricked 
Tucker.  That was great.  Then during our SEED, Anna went in the tent and found a huge 
spider and then all of us stopped.  Me, Ash, Anna D. were screaming and jumping around 
trying to kill the stupid thing.  We finally did and the boys were amazed to find D could 
sound like a girl.  And now our tent looks like a tornado went through it.  Time for 
dinner… 
Dana Damon 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 

The crew’s goals are to get the trail done by Thursday or Friday so we can get 
some ice cream, but also we want to finish the trail not getting injured. 
Ashley K 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We learned not to forget about drinking water and to always wear PPG (personal 
protective gear.)  We also learned not to go to the bathroom on an ant’s nest.   
On Thursday almost everyone got dehydrated because we did over a mile of trail and ran 
out of water. 
Tucker 
 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Aric Devens 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Browder Ridge Man on the Moon 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Willamette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Sweet Home 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We drove to our campsite in the Willamette National Forest, set up camp.  It was 
a really nice site.  We played frisbee for awhile and then we had dinner.  We ate macaroni 
and meat.  It was really fun. 
Deandra F. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today is our first day of work.  We did a 2 mile hike and it took 2 hours well 
along the way.  Steph and me got into a fight and, well, Ted thought it was funny and it 
made us move faster.  We finally got to the last meadow and we started clearing trees.  It 



was hard work walking up and down the last meadow.  I had a tree fall on me, but it was 
all good.  Now we are about to eat dinner, so got to go.  Dinner smells really good. 
Dana Damon 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Third try’s a charm!  Too bad today was only the second try…  Today was a long 
day for us; eight hours!!  We also had our first “two leader of the day” today…  It 
could’ve gone, well, a bit better.  We had difficulties getting everyone to actually work.  
But even with the minimal participation, we did human bulldoze quite a few pine trees � , 
but thank the Lord the work day doesn’t last forever!! Upon arriving at camp, we were 
greeted with a lizard running into the girls’ tent.  That was some crazy stuff!!  So 
tomorrow is the third try, and perhaps it will be a charm after all � .   
Anna Brewer 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 The goal is to cut and girdle every tree we see, well all the baby trees.  If the trees 
are too big, we leave them alone. 
CJ Reed 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We learned that felling trees isn’t easy.  Getting a tree fallen on you isn’t fun and 
carrying an 5 gallon up and down a 1.5 mile hill isn’t easy either. 
Tucker 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Aric Devens 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Kaldor Island—EWEB Invasive Weeds  
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Saturday all the crews did the NYC Olympics and the first activity we did was 
the “Yellow Top Chug.”  All blue crew did the best of that.  After we ran up a hill and 
ran back down and then we did 400 push-ups.  Then we did a hazel hoe holding contest 
and we got in 2nd place. 
CJ Reed  
 



TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are cutting down Scotch broom and digging out blackberries.  We 
are on Kaldor Island, McKenzie River.  We’re doing this because we’re removing 
invasive plants. 
Ashley Keller 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 On Tuesday we got to work early and started with blackberries.  We knocked that 
out and by the heat of the day were working with Scotch broom.  C decided it was too hot 
and let us drench ourselves with water from our helmets out of the river. 
Tucker 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our goal is to make a 6 foot trail all the way across the island and to clear the 
Scotch broom out of a field.  We are almost done too. 
Dana Damon 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 

This week brought out the entire crew’s true feelings about each other.  With it 
being our final week, our crew realized that never again would we all be in the same 
place again.  Words were exchanged, being either good or bad.  Everyone’s real feelings 
came out and in the end it made us become closer to each other. 
Colin North 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
My most challenging day was the first day of the third week we had to hike up this mile 
hill and it was really boring. 
CJ Reed 
 
My most challenging day was when we had to hike a couple miles to work on trail and 
then hike back up and I had blisters too. 
Dana Damon 
 
The most challenging…  This was storming with Julio and also people talking behind my 
back.  And also the hike on the 3rd week of work.   
Ashley Keller 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the second day of the third week when I thought of 
the hike the day before and then I though of how tired I was and almost gave up but 
instead pushed through. 
Tucker F. 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first work day because I had to get back into 
the groove of working. 
Colin North 



 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first day of the third week.  We had a big hike 
and it was uphill and it was intense. 
 
The most challenging day was the first day of the first week.  It was all uphill and 
knowing that I’d have to do that every morning for a week… but it was all good. 
Stephanie Russell 
 
My most challenging moment here is week 2 and 3.  We had to hike about 2 miles. 
 
My most challenging day was week two, day 4, tamping a trail about a mile with near 
exhaustion. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
My fist favorite was the first week because I got to meet my crew.  My 2nd favorite was 
going to the weekend site because I got to talk to all the crews.  My last favorite is 
Sundays because I like the store stops. 
CJ Reed 
 
My first favorite is meeting my crew.  The second is the weekend site and meeting people 
from different crews.  My third is Friday when we get to take showers and laundry. 
Dana Damon 
 
My first favorite moment was meeting my crew.  My second was knowing that, because 
we had more people, we worked less hours.  My third was knowing my record will be 
clean. 
Ashley Keller 
 
My first favorite experience was when we saw the stream at week one.  My second is 
when we met up with the rest of the groups.  Third is when we went to the river after a 
long had day of work. 
 
My favorite experiences at NYC were 1, the relief of not being on all guys crew for the 
second time, 2, getting to know all my crew members and 3, the showers after the first 
week. 
Colin North 
 
When I first saw I was on Aric’s crew and that was chill, when we climbed Mount 
Theilsen at weekend site and when we climbed Browder Ridge and saw the Three Sisters 
Mountains and Jefferson at the top. 
Deandra F 
 
Uh, the first one is when I met all my crew members on Aric’s crew, getting’ to know all 
the other corpsmembers at the weekend site and chillin’ with them; and last is the fourth 
week after a long hard day of work we can go swimming everyday.  It was amazing. 
Stephanie Russell 



 
Meeting all my crew members and Aric; that was pretty fun for me. 
Tyler K. 
 
Climbing Mt. Thielson, view was amazing, 3rd week, view on top of Browder Ridge. 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
I have learned how to work hard.  Work as a team and drink out of a yellow top. 
CJ Reed 
 
I learned how not to be pampered.  I also learned how to use different tools I had never 
heard of or seen. 
Dana Damon 
 
I learned how to deal with more people, to work for more than myself.   
Ashley Keller 
 
I learned to ignore other peoples’ problems. 
Tucker F. 
 
At NYC I learned love tofu even more. 
Colin North 
 
Everybody is annoying at some point in time. 
Deandra 
 
I learned how to use diff tools and stick up more for myself and be more independent. 
Stephanie Russell 
 
I learned how to work, how to work with people and wake up early.   
Tyler K. 
 
I learned that there are better things in life. 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
One thing I will remember is my crew. 
CJ Reed 
 
My crew members and other people. 
Dana Damon 
 
One thing I’ll remember is my crew working 8 hours and hiking 2 miles to work for a 
week. 
Ashley Keller 
 
I will always remember my leader. 



Tucker F. 
 
I will always remember waking up with a chainsaw buzzing in my ears. 
Colin North 
 
I will always remember Aric’s reaction when he found Eamon sleeping under a tree—it 
was priceless. 
Deandra 
 
I will always remember when Eamon knocked down his tent at night and then crawled in 
bed with Colin and the experience and my leader and crew members. 
Stephanie 
 
All my crew members. 
Tyler K 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
Put mustard on my PB&J sandwich. 
CJ Reed 
 
Work harder at home and do more chores. 
Dana Damon 
 
I will praise my indoor plumbing. 
Ashley Keller 
 
I will always love my shower. 
Tucker 
 
I will always savor every minute of my showers. 
Colin North  
 
I will always think hard before I make a decision. 
Deandra 
 
I will always worship my bed, shower and toilet more and always keep pushing myself to 
the hardest… 
Stephanie 
 
Respect all my friends. 
Tyler 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Gwen 
 



CREW COLOR: Orange 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Lane Electric 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Willamette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend everyone came to Eugene for the NYC.  We packed our bags, 
played games and rotated between activities.  We then set up the tents and fell asleep.  
Very tired the next day… we packed up the trailers and left to our camp and worksites.  
The next day we had a whole bunch of fun dropping and sawing trees/branches for 7 ½ 
hours. 
Jerad 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
We are clearing trails, we worked super hard today, but we kept losing our saws and it 
stunk.  The reason why is so there’s no fires in the forest. 
Zac 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, our goals for the week are to get our jobs done and to work hard no matter 
how tiring things are!  Also to treat others the way you want to be treated and to finish 
strong this week.  Uhhm….  Yeah-that’s about it…Ha. 

 Peace         Yippie for hippie!    
Veronica 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We mainly learned about how important it is to all work together and how 
necessary it is to poo.  We had several discussions about how, if you don’t poop Justin 
did (he pooped for the first time in 2 weeks.  We were so proud) then it can lead to a 
hospital visit.  And about the chemical reaction that translates to both love and sleep and 
farts, and how sugar and caffeine affect the brain.  � �

Tess 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 WOW!  Finally the weekend has come!  Friday (today) we didn’t really work as 
hard as we could’ve, but we finished the job.  Everyone has a problem with being lazy, 
but we still made good time.  I wouldn’t trade this time for anything!   

�     



 

 
CREWLEADER:  Gwen Jacobson 
 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Cape Sebastian 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we are working at a different project.  It was at the ocean with views all 
along the trail.  That was nice but a couple people got hurt from some tools and 
tripping………..  We lopped a whole bunch and all three of our weed whackers broke.  
There is lots of fog here and no mosquitoes.  Yesterday we were at Diamond Lake and 
went on rec trips.  It was very fun.  �  
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are clearing brush and making a trail bigger.  We are in Cape Sebastian.  We 
are doing mountain work. 
Carla Goodenough 
  
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, our goal is to finish our trail and do a way better job than the crew before 
us.  We will do it and move to another trail.  Peace. 
Nika 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned that we all need to work together to get something done, that we 
can’t just walk off and work.  It’s been very helpful this week. 
Zac Lindsay 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our challenges for the week were getting our trail done on time.  We really had to 
hurry up in order to get it done.  And our accomplishment was that  we did get it done.  
We had good food this week, like breakfast for dinner, with bacon and juice. 

 
CREWLEADER:  Gwen 
 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
 



WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  China CK Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We went swimming and hiking.  Some kids went swimming in the Rogue River 
and some went to Crater Lake and SOME…….  went to Thielsen Mtn. or something.  
I’m sure it was all very fun.  Because we all didn’t work fast enough, we were not 
privileged to have the awards.  But actually we were awarded the BARNEY AWARD 
again because Austin thought the red bumps was poison oak and freaked out, but it was 
pimples! 
Chance Stimpson/ Gina Vanderbush 
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are at the beach and we are making a trail and the reason why is because there 
was another trail that met up with the one that we had to make. 
Chance Stimpson 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we almost finished with the trail for the Christian camp and Jeff came.  Jeff 
made us bust our butts and I don’t know what else to say…  Oh!  We might go to the 
ocean today.  Yah! 
Good-bye 
Gabby Winegarden 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we worked on a trail to the trail for the Christian kids.  After we finished 
that trail, we went and brushed a trail.  We then went and did a SEED, which was a tour 
of a lighthouse.  Today was fun. 
Zac Lindsay 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We had a few problems this week, but we solved it.  I think we should be more 
involved with each other so we can solve our problems. 
Carla Goodenough 

 
CREWLEADER:  Gwen 
 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
 
WEEK # 4 



 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Willamette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Sweet Home 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we lost 2 valuable crew-members (Justin and Zac).  We are all very 
sad, but on the good side… On Saturday we won the CREW OLYMPICS. 
PEACE. 
Waffles 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project is picking blackberries and are on Moose Mountain.  The reason why 
is because the area is over populated. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our crews goals are to try our best to not get the bug and become sick.  
We will attempt working our hardest at the total blackberry annihilation.  (TBA)  We will 
all try our best to NOT ARGUE. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 One bad egg can ruin the rest for the bunch.  Everyone helps—it goes faster.  
Don’t complain, it’s easier if you don’t.  Life is like a box of chocolates, you never know 
what you’re going to get.  Tough experiences only bring you closer.  Puking sucks.  
Sickness spreads like wildfire. 
Tess 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We yell at each other, but we work it out most of the time.  We learned how to 
work things out.  I think that most of the time we get along but sometimes we don’t. 
Carla Goodenough 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was during my 2nd week when I had a cold.  I 
was very discouraged and didn’t feel like working.  Gwen was encouraging me the whole 
time and I was just being annoying and ignored her.  I had to go off the clock for like 10 
minutes.  I got my act together and worked the rest of the day, but I felt really bad and my 
conscience was bugging me all day so when we got back to camp, I apologized to 
everyone.  All in all it was a crappy day.  �  
Gabby (Waffles) 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 



 The three rec trips would be most people’s favorite experiences, but I only really 
liked the first weekends’ rec trip.  I really liked the second week.  We got to go into the 
ocean and fight the waves for a good half hour.  My last favorite experience was the 3rd 
weekend when we won the Crew Olympics.  We were all so happy when we were the last 
crew standing. 
Tess 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 …All about nature and how to build trails and brush and move trees and how to 
swamp and build stuff, how to cook and how to set up camp and tents and wash dishes.  I 
have had a really good time and hope to learn more. Peace out. 
Justin Kellogg 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 One thing that I wall always remember—my crew and my crew leader.  Other 
things that I will remember is I will always remember the fact of work and how hard it is. 
 Other things that I will remember is putting up and tearing down the tents.  I will 
also remember the fact that we had to pack up camp and unpack the trailer and doing that 
made it very heavy. 
 I will also remember how I could cook dinner for myself and the fact that my 
crew leader would not like my food because she was a very picky person. 
 One last thing I will always remember the fact that we went on rec trips every 
weekend and two weekends I went to the same place and another place was to go to the 
fish hatchery and play ultimate frisbee. 
Chance 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
From now on I will be more understanding of how people are feeling.  I will be aware of 
peoples’ feelings and respect them more.  I will wash my hands all the time so I will not 
become sick.  From now on I will always work hard no matter what it is and try my best.  
I will try to look at life optimistically. 

 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Takais 
 
CREW COLOR: Red 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  North Spit Area 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 We shoveled sand in the morning and then we went to some sand dunes and 
pulled Scotch broom.  It was very sandy. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are at the north loop clearing Scotch broom and cutting back the 
trees over the trail. 
Michael Ceruti 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Finish the trail, pull all the weeds, make it through the weeks, become stronger, to 
have fun, finish the job, keep up energy, no job undone, are pretty much all the goals I 
gathered and I would like done too. 
Ian Woodin 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to pull Scotch broom and that hard work pays off, and that it’s 
easier to do stuff as a team—it really is, and that tools are heavy. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This morning we awoke with the dawn.  We broke camp with haste eager to get to 
work.  After touching up the trail we’d been working on, the North Loop, we took to the 
road.  Showers took place in a pool locker room.  We did laundry.  I assume that later this 
afternoon we’ll arrive at our weekend camp heroes.  The cheers will resound off the 
surrounding hillside.  We left corps members, we came back MEN! 
 We pulled Scotch broom, Yay.  Pretty much we cleared trail.. 
Saxon 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Takais 
 
CREW COLOR: Red 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  China Creek Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Some went to Mt. Thielsen and hiked to the top and some went to Lemoloo Lake, 
Diamond Lake.  Nobody from our group got kicked out.  Some other people went to 
Crater Lake and did a 1.1 mile hike. 
Colin Klein 



 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are building a new trail.  A camp near Bandon has a trail that goes 
to the beach, but it goes right through the nesting spaces of some Snowy Plovers.  
Because there are so few Snowy Plovers remaining, they wanted a trail that didn’t go 
right through the birds nesting space.  It doesn’t help that the eggs are the exact same 
color of the sand, so we are making their new “China Creek” trail. 
Finnian Herzfeld 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 

I believe it would probably be finishing the trail, making it through the week and 
give it their full. 
Ian Woodin 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned how to make trails from scratch, wear PPG at all times and 
carry large objects to and from places.  We learned that the government is in compliance 
when dealing with matters of state trails and drainage structures. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Takais 
 
CREW COLOR: Red 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  EWEB Weed Management 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Some went to Crater Lake, some went to Rogue River and some went to Mt. 
Thielsen.  It was parents’ weekend so the group got to meet Cobi’s parents and Andrew’s 
and Ian’s.  The whole crew got to make dinner for the whole camp and parents.  Then we 
got to take a boat ride over to an island that we will be working on all week clearing 
invasive plants. 
Colin 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 We are on an island.  We are pulling blackberry bushes and thistle and Scotch 
broom to make the island more accessible to people.  It will give people walking room 
and maybe some room for people to picnic. 
Andrew 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our goal is to remove blackberries and other invasive plants as 
possible.  It is also our goal to eat a lot of blackberries. 
�  
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned that working together rather than standing around fighting 
gets more work done, and that blackberries grow everywhere, that blackberries hurt a lot, 
and that you have to shake up the Iodine water. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
This week our task sounded simple:  remove invasive plants.  But tension in our crew 
was building.  It reached a climax at approximately 5:32 pm Thursday evening.  We sat 
down and tried to work stuff out.  I think we’re ok now.  This was our biggest challenge 
this week—not the work. 
Saxon 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Takais 
 
CREW COLOR: Red 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Chimney Creek Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Willamette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Some people went to Putt Putt Golf and the fish hatchery.  Other people went to a 
park and chilled and played frisbee golf.  I ate lasagna, which was good.  We also had the 
Olympics and we did not win, but we did well. 
Forest 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 This week our goal is brush about 3 miles of trail in Willamette Wilderness.  We 
need to clear plants on either side of the trail in order to make it negotiable by people on 
horseback and hikers. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goal for this week is to finish the 3 mile trail by Thursday, not get into 
anymore crew conflicts/fights, and to survive in the wilderness for a week.  We do not 
know if we will accomplish all of these goals.  Our last goal is to end NYC with 11 
corpsmembers.  We will probably accomplish this goal. 
Nick 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to use a crosscut.  Cobi and Michael learned how to do the back 
to back.  We learned how to make a fire legend.  We learned that hard work pays off.  We 
also learned that it’s possible to do 3 miles of trail in 4 days with crosscutting and 
brushing.  We learned how to start a mini stove that runs on white gas.  We learned how 
to set up a bear hang.  I, Andrew Cooper, learned how to use a mole-skin this week.  We 
learned that overcoming tasks alone are hard, but as a team we can overcome any 
challenge. 
Andrew 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 

Some of the crews challenges this week were we had to hike much more than 
normal.  We all hiked in 2 or 3 miles with a lot of our gear on our backs and doing the 2.8 
mile hike to work everyday.  Another challenge was keeping food out of bear’s paws.  A 
huge accomplishment that we made was finishing the trail by working extra hours.  
Overall it was my personal favorite week. 
Forest Laughner 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC would probably be when we were up on the 
mountains hiking back and forth to get to our worksite.  
Ian Woodin 
 
 My most challenging day was when we hiked into the backcountry site.  My 
weakest part of my body is my legs so that was a real workout with 30-35 lbs. on my 
back. 
Forest Laughner 
 
My most challenging was today, hump day, 4th week.  We worked about a 9 hour day and 
I pushed myself harder than usual. 
Saxon 
 



My most challenging day at NYC was hump day of fourth week (today!).  My boots were 
all messed up and my feet hurt and also I worked really hard, especially in the morning.  
It didn’t help that a bagel somehow counted as breakfast.   
Finnian Herzfeld 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the Sunday of the forth week when we hiked into 
backcountry.  It was really hard.   
Nick 
 
My most challenging day was the second day in the first week.  We were pulling Scotch 
broom while half asleep. 
Michael Ceruti 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the last Wednesday.  We worked hard all day for 
nine hours. 
 
Having to not see my family for a month. 
Victor 
 
…was week 4, second to last day when I worked really hard and had a heat stroke. 
Colin 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My three favorite experiences were destroying Scotch broom when we were at the 
North Spit at Coos Bay at Port of Oxford.  My second would probably be rafting across 
the McKenzie River at Kaldor Island.  My Third would probably be in the last week at 
Willamette National and how to use a mini mini stove. 
Ian Woodin 
 

My 3 favorite experiences were my first day when we worked by the dunes—that 
was sweet.  Another was my 3rd week trip with Ted.  That was cool.  And the last was all 
of the driving around, back from site to weekend site and vice-versa. 
Forest Laughner 
 
 Let’s make this simple.  1)  My favorite experience is the bus rides to and from 
campsites.  2)  The weekend sites are always fun, and 3) when we sing on the worksite.   
Saxon 
 
 Meeting new people, playing ultimate Frisbee and swimming. 
Victor 
 
 My three most favorite experiences here were 1)  last rec trip with Tedin which 
we kicked it and played ultimate Frisbee, 2)  The snowball fight on the first rec trip, and 
3) the first work day. 
Finnian 
 



My three favorite experiences were: 
1) Working on the island 
2) The Olympics 
3) Going to Crater Lake rec trip. 

Nick V-H 
 
 My three favorite experiences at NYC were safety circle with all the fun stretches, 
all the music we listened to and all the new people we met.   
Michael Ceruti 
 
 My 3 favorite experiences were going on the island, the Olympics, even though 
we didn’t win, and the rec trip where we mostly just chilled in the van listening to Julie’s 
I-pod 
Andrew Cooper 
 

My three favorite experiences were: 
  *When we met on the island 
  *Using the crosscut 
  *When Michael and Cobi got lost. 
 

Cobi’s 3 faves:  1) Getting lost with a good man, 2)  making friends, and 3) going 
to backcountry. 
Cobi 
 

1) Meeting everybody 
2) Going new places 
3) Hanging out with the crew 

Colin K. 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 At NYC I learned many things but I’ll narrow it down for you.  I learned that 
when even when it’s hard to keep going you can still push past your limits.  Another 
thing would probably be building a tool right and working well with others. 
Ian Woodin 
 
 During my time here I have learned a lot.  I learned that hard work pays off.  I 
also learned that you don’t need things such as TV and electronics to live life.  And I 
learned to conserve natural resources.  Even though they might seem endless, they will 
run out very soon. 
Forest Laughner 
 
 Man, there’s so much.  First thing that comes to mind is that when given the 
choice, take backcountry tents.  The white-walls suck.  Also, my cooking skills improved 
somewhat, though they still leave a lot to be desired. 
Saxon 
 



 How to work together. 
Victor 
 
 At NYC I learned many things, like what affects carrying capacity, how to cut 
stuff with a hand saw and how to put up with annoying people.  (I haven’t quite got the 
last one down yet.) 
Finnian 
 
  I learned how to wake up early and work hard.  I also learned how to be concise 
in my writing. 
Nick V-H 
 

Three things I learned at NYC were how to push through the hard times when I 
wanted to sit down.  Another thing I learned was communication to your team and a new 
found respect for my parents. 
Michael Ceruti 
 
 I learned how to make trail.  I learned how to clear Scotch broom.  And I learned 
how to crosscut. 
Andrew Cooper 
 
 At NYC I learned perseverance is key, hard work pays off and that it’s important 
to stay hydrated. 
Victor 
 
 At NYC I learned that with a variety in people and personalities, you have a 
strong team. 
Cobi Kuplent 
 
 How to be a better leader and how to respect people more. 
Colin Klein 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 One thing I will always remember is when Jeff came to eat dinner on the first 
week.  Nick asked me to pass the Italian dressing and I was on the other side of the table.  
So I threw it across the table and it landed in his plate of applesauce and splashed all over 
Ben’s shirt. 
Forest Laughner 
 

First week when Jeff came to our site for dinner.  We had noodles.  Quite on 
accident, I dumped the whole jar of Italian seasoning on my plate.  I saw those noodles 
again later that night. 
Saxon 
 
 I will always remember waking up in the middle of the night and seeing all the 
stars.  ����������������������������� �



Finnian�

 
I will always remember Ted yelling at us. 

Nick V-H 
 
  I will always remember Ted getting on everyone’s case then laughing about it.   
Michael Ceruti 
 

ALL OF MY FRIENDS�� �

Victor 
 
 I will always remember the way I felt the last day.  The sense of accomplishment 
will stick with me forever. 
Andrew Cooper 
 
 I will always remember when Michael and Cobi went to take a poop together and 
got lost. 
 
 The one think I will remember is all the great words my crew leader, Steve, has 
told me to help me become a better man. 
Cobi Kuplent 
 
 When I fell in the creek on 3rd week. 
Colin K 
 
 The thing I will always remember is when Steve used the chainsaw to wake us up 
in the morning.  (There was no blood.) 
Ian Woodin 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALW AYS: 
 From now on I will always eat all the food I take.  I usually get a lot more than I 
will eat and just throw it away.  I will also be more conservative of paper and natural 
resources.  I will always realize the real value of a dollar. 
Forest Laughner 
 
 Eat all my food. 
Saxon 
 

Appreciate how much work goes into trails. 
Finnian 

 
Know how to survive in the wilderness.. 

Nick V-H 
 
 I will use less food that can’t be recycled. 
Michael Ceruti 



 
 I will always drink when I feel dehydrated. 
Andrew Cooper 
 
 I will try new foods. 
 
 I will be good at packing. 
Victor 
 
 Appreciate what Mother Nature has to offer and do my part in preserving the 
beautiful land that we call the Earth. 
Cobi 
 
 Look at situations in third person more often. 
Colin K 
 
 From now on I will always be thankful for what I have. 
Ian Woodin 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Kate O’Mara 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME: TRTO2 Rec Trail #160 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Region VI 
 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This was fun, not only because it was the 1st day of work, but also it is my 
birthday.  I woke up at four to make a breakfast of eggs and oatmeal.  As soon as we 
cleaned the dishes, we had a safety lesson on the outdoors.  After that we suited up to 
work, rounded everyone up to leave and piled in the van.  After driving for quite awhile, 
we worked in the desert clearing off the trail in 90° to 50° with some rain.  That’s all I 
have room for besides saying it was great birthday. 
Schad Nelson�
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we woke up and it was raining, but we had to break down the camp.  It got 
so bad we had to get under the girls tent.  After we packed up we went ton work and it 



was sunny!  After work we got this chill new campsite right be the place where we were 
working.  We set up and did chores.  After that we had the best dinner EVER!!  It was so 
good that night we actually got a good night sleep.   
Max Jeremiah 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The yellow crew’s goals for this week is get through the first week without 
quitting plus getting the trail done.  There has been problems with some crew members, 
so that is another goal for this week.  Also becoming a lil quicker, and last of all, trying to 
make a reputation for the yellow crew. 
Onjoli White 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to deal with everything like work together, 
somewhat.  There still are some problems but we will get over it sooner or later.  We 
have also learned to use the tools properly and get work done quickly. 
Hayley Humphreys 
 
   We also learned how to use the tools and our time efficiently. 
Mark Quillen 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We woke up extra early today.  We were tired.  We worked on the trail for the last 
time, then came back and packed.  After we left we went to the NYC base for the 
weekend.  We did go take showers.  It was nice. 
Maggie Blount 
 
SUNDAY-7/20/2008 
 First we set up our tents.  After we went through our check list...  Once we did 
that, we went through the steps for using the tools.  Then we went to bed.  When we 
woke up, we packed up the truck and headed to our campsite.  It took us about 7 hours to 
get there and once we got there we unpacked our stuff and set up camp.  Then we set up 
the kitchen part of camp and started cooking food. 
Thomas Knott 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Kate O’Mara 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Crater Lake 
 



RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
 
MONDAY:   
Top nine ways to use a potato! 

1) fries 
2) potato salad 
3) bake potato 
4) potato pancakes 
5) hash browns 
6) mash potato 
7) potato bread 
8) potato chips 
9) neki 

Onjoli White 
  
TUESDAY:   
Top 10 ways to use a knife: 

1) Juggle knives 
2) Throwing them 
3) Flicking them 
4) Knife fights 
5) Swallowers 
6) Flipping knives 
7) Specialty knife cooking 
8) Collecting them 
9) Assassination 
10) Carving 

Thomas 
 
WEDNESDAY:   
Top 10 ways to kill a tree: 

1) Sick a bunch of hungry beavers on it 
2) Let go a bunch of tree beetles 
3) Eat it/bite it 
4) Bump it (but only on hump day) 
5) Burn it/cook it 
6) Water it with battery acid 
7) Die of depression 
8) Hammer it to death 
9) Having Max or Onjoli look at it 
10) Back up into it really hard with a van 

Aisha Graham 
 
THURSDAY:   
Top 10 ways to get fired: 



1) Back talk the boss 
2) Attack a crew member 
3) Attack the boss 
4) Light the place on fire 
5) Steal stuff 
6) Do nothing 
7) Complain about everything 
8) Be negative about everything 
9) Misusing tools 
10) Do drugs 

Thomas 
 
FRIDAY:   
Top 10 sandwiches 

1) PBJ 
2) Bologna 
3) Egg salad 
4) PBH 
5) Cheese/grilled cheese 
6) Salami 
7) Tuna 
8) Finger lickin’ good one 
9) Ice cream sandwich 
10) Butt meat sandwich 

Hayley 
 
           Some of our crew split up this morning.  We woke up and even though we were 
still a little sad, we all got up and took down our tents and got ready to go to our new 
camp.  Yellow crew got the best job of any one.  We get to work at beautiful Crater Lake 
shoveling snow and stuff like that, and guess what we actually get.  A real toilet...  It is 
going to be much better than in the ground.  When we got to our new camp, we set up our 
camp, (which we are getting really good at) and did a SEED and had some big fun.  Then 
we started chores.  We are still all really missing our two members-some of us more than 
others. 
Thomas 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Kate O’Mara 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME: Yoakam Pt. 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Coast Trail Park and Pee 



 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Oregon 
 
 
MONDAY:   
Top 10 things to spend your NYC paycheck on: 

1) Family/friends 
2) Music 
3) Clothes 
4) Nick-packs 
5) Media 
6) Junk 
7) Insurance 
8) Tuition  
9) Vehicles 
10) Food 
11) Another year at NYC 

Schad Nelson 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are doing a brushing project.  We’re on the Oregon Coast.  We are doing 
Maintenance.  We are doing this to make the trails cleaner. 
Top 10 jobs on TNT 

1) Wheel-barrow 
2) Loppers 
3) Grubber 
4) Hog hoe 
5) Hazel hoe 
6) Mid reach 
7) Digging 
8) Pickmatic 
9) Axe 
10) Rake 

Shawn Merrick 
 
WEDNESDAY:   
Top 10 ways to have a tea party: 

1) Have balloons there! 
2) Have your stuffed animals to talk to 
3) Wear big fancy hats 
4) Wear T-shirts 
5) Talk with an accent 
6) Have sugar cubes in the shape of a castle 
7) Go golfing 
8) Dance 



9) Play games 
Hayley 
 
THURSDAY:   
 Our crew learned how to work together and how to play new games and how to 
help each other when hurt. 
Shawn Merrick 
 
FRIDAY:   
Top 10 meals at NYC: 

1) Turkey/spices 
2) Applesauce 
3) ? 

 

 
CREWLEADER:  Kate O’Mara 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME: Hagar 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont  
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
 
MONDAY:   
Top ten most exciting rec trips: 

1) Boys’ hill 
2) Crater Lake 
3) Coos Bay 
4) North Piatte NE 
5) Oceanside CA 
6) Shady Dell 
7) Yellowstone NTNL Prk 
8) Max’s house 
9) Disneyland/Legoland 
10) Resting today  

Schad Nelson 
 
TUESDAY:  
Top 10 ways to eat a sandwich 

1) Regularly 
2) Sideways 



3) On the moon 
4) Upside down 
5) In a car 
6) Laying down 
7) Peel it apart and lick the stuff out 
8) Eat the middle first 
9) With a fork and knife 
10) With a bee 

Hayley 
 
WEDNESDAY:   
Top 10 ways to spend time in a fire tower: 

1) Do youR job 
2) Read 
3) Listen to radio 
4) Look outside 
5) Organize stuff 
6) Eat 
7) Draw 
8) Clean 
9) Sleep 
10) Write 

Chris Cheeks 
 
THURSDAY:   
Top 10 days in NYC 

1) The first day when we were all happy and getting to know each other 
2) The last day of the first week because we were happy and excited for showers and 

a store stop 
3) Our last day of work cuz we worked really had and got a lot done and had fun 
4) The first week when we all walked up the mountain and had fun 
5) The thunder shower 

Max 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
Top 10 Jeff-isms: 

1) Everything 
2) Dance 
3) Sing 
4) Get goofy/silly 
5) Crack his voice 
6) Get shotgun 
7) Make faces 
8) Joke 
9) Make high-pitched kung fu noises 
10) Work 



Schad Nelson 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day was when two of our friends had to leave and I really 
had to step up and help the crew. 
 
 The most challenging day was when we had to meet all of our hours after we lost 
3 people. 
Hayley 
 
 The storm. 
 
 The storm. 
Schad Nelson 
 

When I first got really bad blisters.  It sucked. 
 

The long hikes uphill. 
 
 The hardest day/days were when we had to hike 2 miles to get to where we had to 
work.  They were also the best. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 When we all climbed the highest mountain in sight and we did it as a crew.  
Anytime we were working well and getting along.  The van rides. 
 
 My three favorite experiences were the car rides, working and rec trips. 
Hayley 
 
 My b-day, the weekend sites and the last day. 
Schad Nelson 
 

Looking out from the fire tower, swimming, and rec trips. 
 
 The crew. 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 Good work ethic, How to get along well with others, and how to lead a group and 
help everyone. 
 
 I learned how to work with people. 
Hayley 
 
 How to work with others. 
Schad Nelson 



 
 I learned how to work with others. 
 
 I learned to have empathy and to work hard. 
 
 How to respect the environment better/more. 
 
 I learned how to camp. 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember all the good times I had with my friend and the bad. 
 
 I will always remember the first day in the van. 
Hayley 
 

Everyone/my 15th birthday. 
Schad Nelson 
 
 I will always remember everyone/Mark and Mo/ Schad’s B-day. 
 
 I will always remember the friends I’ve made. 
 
 I will always remember the hike in the Freemont. 
 
 I will always remember the friends I made. 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 I will always try to work hard and do the best at whatever I do from now on. 
 
 I will always push myself when I think I can’t do it. 
Hayley 
 
 Use less water… 
Schad Nelson 
 
 Use less water and to remember to push myself as much as possible. 
 
 Try to reduce my impact on the Earth. 
 
 I will always respect myself to respect others. 
 Take time to know people and not judge them at first sight. 
 
 
 
 


