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CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue Diamonds 
WEEK # 1 
 



PROJECT NAME:  Chetco Divide Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Gold Beach 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We cleared 1 mile of trail, then we hiked another 5 miles to camp, got our tents 
set up, and Jenna made pasta with white sauce; DANK, by the way.  Then we got into our 
tents and it was quiet time. 
Mitchell Walthers 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project for this week was to clear 10 miles of trail.  We hiked 5 miles from 
camp and started clearing trails on our way back to the camp spot, and I think we’re 
clearing the trail so other hikers don’t have to deal with the obstacles that we are. 
Mitchell  
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crews’ goals are to do as much trail as we can do and keep the will and 
strength of our crew high, to be much closer and keep a Positive Mental Attitude.  So our 
day was pretty hard, but definitely not the toughest.  We pulled together today and it 
turned out. 
Joseph Balaty  
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we worked from camp about a mile into the trail, ending just before Chetco 
Peak.  Mitchell thrashed his forearms moving the trees he hacked down.  I got my glove 
ripped off so I need new ones.  Tonight dinner is a massive pot of Ramen with red/green 
peppers and orange vesper.  Oh.  Tomorrow we have to wake up at 4:30 to get out of this 
God forsaken wilderness.  I can’t wait!  This trail was ten miles of stuff.   
Xavier Dickson 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we woke up at 4:30 am and we packed camp and had a 5 mile hike.  So 
after that we got everything packed into the bus and in the trailer, then we hit the road 
FINALLY!  We drove all the way to Grants Pass to drop off two crew members at a 
Greyhound bus station.  After we said our good-byes, we went to YMCA to take 
beautiful showers!  Then after getting freshened up, we are now heading to the weekend 
site to set up early and get a good nights’ sleep. 
Kevin Stockwell 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Christina Clandos 
CREW COLOR:  Blue Diamonds 
WEEK # 2 
 



PROJECT NAME:  Oregon Caves Trail Maintenance 
NATIONAL FOREST:  National Park Service 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Oregon Caves National Monument 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 For the most part, our crew stayed together during the weekend and on the rec 
trip.  We went to a lake by Cave Junction and Grants Pass called Selmac.  It was quite 
pleasing to jump in.  Even though we only went up to our chests.  When we came back 
our crew learned that we were assigned to dinner for that.  We made tacos and nachos 
and everyone was pleased. 
Jesse Sprague 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project for this week is building rock walls and fixing a trail so it is nicer for 
hikers to walk on and so it will stop from eroding, and we are also clearing brush along 
the trail.  We are working on the Oregon Caves trails. 
Mitchell Walthers 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 To not have any injuries this week!...  To get as much trail work done as we 
possibly can…  No one quitting the job and leaving NYC…  Wakening early and getting 
to the job site as fast as we can so we can get our hours in.  To respect our crew leaders… 
Andres Mata 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week blue crew was shown the pointers on how to keep dirt on the trail.  
Father Time is a beast and knows how to do trail, “at least this one” better than any of us.  
We also learned how to maintain trail that was falling away by building rock walls and 
putting bark up to keep trail from eroding.  Rock walls like Father Time’s are new to me, 
so I thought it was kool. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week we encountered more trail work along the Oregon National Caves.  
The trail we were working on it self was short and easy to tread upon.  Unfortunately this 
did barely anything to make the work easier.  With making the trail an abnormally large 5 
ft. wide, the constant scraping off stuff and foliage, having to sift through the dirt.  We 
had to pick up rocks (even smaller ones) and put them along the trail. 
 With these challenges can come great rewards upon completion.  These 
accomplishments, out of all we did, came with the fewest injuries and the couple from the 
completion on the scheduled amount of trail we were supposed to do for the day. 
 This morning (on an entirely different note) we got up, ate banana muffin mix, 
picked up tools, no work, no workouts, nice walk through caves and now we’re driving, 
hot showers and sodas. 
Joseph Balaty 



 

 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue Diamonds 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Legacy Trails - Sucker Creek Watershed 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wild Rivers 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend was parent weekend.  Many different kids got to see their parents. 
Yellow crew made a buffet style dinner and it was subs with potato salad.  Before that we 
had the rec trips.  Two buses went to the beach and another went to the Redwood Forest.  
We also played 1 fish, 2 fish, red fish, blue fish.  On Saturday we had Saturday circle and 
we went around talking about each others greatest accomplishments. 
Ian Chapman 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are in Siskiyou National Forest building water drains, clearing and re-routing 
trails and we’re out here to make the trails better for horses and humans so they make less 
impact on the environment.  Horses come through this trail and while crossing stream 
they kick up dirt and silt into the water.  Our job is to cause less erosion by humans and 
horses. 
Sterling Seteroff 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for this week are to make this trail more area safe for horses and 
humans.  On the first day, we did a lot of crosscutting of fallen trees.  One tree was even 
over one hundred years old.  Another goal for our crew is to make drainage dips so that 
water flows off the trails without taking off a large amount of cement.  The last job our 
crew has is to re-route some of the trails to make stream crossing easier. 
Jesse Sprague 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to make a drain hole.  We learned what huckleberry looked like.  
We also learned how to crosscut trees.  There are 5 stages names:  Forbes forest, shrubs 
forest, young forest, mature forest and climax forest.  We also learned how to identify 
plants. 
Keven Stockwell 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 First of all we had massive amounts of humidity, which scorched us mentally, 
deceiving our senses of the truth.  Anyway there were a lot of water bars constantly 



prohibiting further advancement, although there weren’t that many water bars to deal 
with in the first place. 
 On the other hand, we came and with quite a few accomplishments such as the 
reroutes.  Even though these reroutes were very annoying and tedious, we did manage to 
get through it all and it came out fairly well.  The lopping, too, was gut wrenching and 
back wrenching too.  Since that was what we did for most of the week, all the lopping 
made the trail look ���� . 
 So, at the end, all or our challenges ended up being heavy, out-weighed by the 
accomplishments. 
Joseph Balaty 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue Diamonds 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Legacy Trails – Sucker Creek Watershed 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wild Rivers 
 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we woke up, did our chores and went on our rec trip and it was 
parents’ night and red team made dinner. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are cutting brush that is on the trail or will grow onto the trail and swamping 
it.  We are working on Sucker Creek Trail in the Siskiyous.  We are cutting brush to 
make the horse trail easier for the horses to pass through.  
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week include things like working hard, being committed 
to the constant improvement of the trail within our work hours.  We also work toward a 
PMA (Positive Mental Attitude), environment, encouraging growth physically and 
mentally.  Having a good PMA can also boost morale for the entire crew, resulting in 
more work and accomplishments and an overall good time.  Another goal is to keep 
everyone healthy. 
Joseph Balaty 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we came back to Sucker Creek.  I learned how to create and maintain 
water bars.  We had to know the difference between check dams and water bars: one is 
straight and one slanted.  Water bars are to run water away from the trail for hopefully 10 
plus years.  A slanted log is placed facing the down slope and covered with dirt from a 



drain dip that was dug in front.  Once the drain dip erodes, the log is the last resort for 
drainage. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Today we woke up extra early and broke down camp.  Then we ate breakfast, 
safety circle, then we hit the trail.  We did some QC from the weeks work.  After QC, we 
pulled duff off the trail.  Then we hiked back to the bus, got in the bus and went to the 
YMCA to take showers, which was wonderful.  Now we are driving to Huckleberry 
Mountain to the weekend site. 
Robby Wright 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue Diamonds 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Navy Monument Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou  
RANGER DISTRICT:  Gold Beach  
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 First off, we split up to two groups.  One group went to get water and the other 
group went to work.  And the group who went to work used Pulaskis and crosscuts to cut 
some trees down.  And the other group got down getting the water and went back to help. 
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are cutting and removing trees that fell onto the trail.  We are in the 
wilderness.  We are clearing trees out of the trail to make it way easier on the trail. 
Kevin Stockwell 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crews’ goals are falling down a steep leaf/rock hill, breaking an ankle or 2 
and getting medi-vacced out; or breaking all tools so we can’t work, or dropping all 
yellow tops so they spill out and we don’t have the water to work anymore, or throw a 
crew mutiny and hike back to the bus.  But the goal above is already in full swing.  We 
are finishing this God-forsaken trail that we already have 2 miles on. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Well, we learned we can do anything we put our minds to.  We worked hard for 
many miles, then hiked many miles uphill.  It was long and grueling, but the crew bucked 
up and did it with no problem. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 



 Our crews’ accomplishments and challenges for the week:  I think I’ll start with 
challenges.  We’ve had a lot of challenges this week, such as hike down in the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness.  It was really tough going down , since the shell rocks make 
breaking or spraining an ankle very likely.  And it was just overall a grueling hike.  Once 
we made it to the campsite, there were mosquitoes; tons and tons of them.  It was like that 
every day.  Then during work, we had to hike, eventually 2 miles, all the way to the Navy 
Monument.  The trail was hard, the work was hard, but we managed it.  We finished all 
of the downhill side of the Navy Monument Trail, and a sizable part uphill.  Even when 
we hike back up to the bus, it wasn’t that bad because of how hard we worked before.  
 These are our different challenges and accomplishments of the week. 
Joseph Balaty   
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 The most challenging day at NYC was the very first week because carrying like 
50 pounds on your back hiking up and down for five miles. 
 
 The most challenging week for me was the fifth week because we walked five 
miles with like a hundred pound pack on.  Then we got to where we were going.  We had 
to set up camp, make a bear hang and shotgun. 
 
 My most challenging day actually I have not had one.  If anything came close, it 
would be the first day when we hiked 3 miles with a very heavy pack.  My legs were 
cramping with every single step. 
 
 My most challenging day was hiking up the Navy Monument/Red Mountain 
Trail. 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was most of the fifth week because I was sick. 
 
 The first day leaving everything behind…  Leaving stuff out—that was hard to 
deal with. 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC this session, I have to say, would have been 
Sunday on the fifth week.  It was when I had to go down the Red Mountain Trail the first 
time; through to the river.  The hike was extremely hard, since I ran out of water, food in 
my stomach and 5 gallons of water being iodized.  The trail was very steep too. 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the last day of the last week.  The hike was 
hard and I didn’t think I was gonna do it. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My three favorite NYC experience is how to live with 8 other people how to live 
in the forest.  And the other experience is hiking up 5 miles on Sunday, but it was fun. 
 



 My three favorite experiences were getting to know the guys of blue crew, get 
adapted to the woods again and all the hiking! 
 

·  The rec trip to the beach 
·  Cross sawing through an old tree 
·  The brain room Oregon Caves 

 
·  The rec trip to the beach 
·  The Oregon Caves 
·  Getting to know everyone in Blue crew 

 
My favorite day at NYC was when our crew went to a lake Wednesday during the 

second week.  The rec trips at the beach and Oregon Caves and cross cutting this huge 
tree. 
 
 My three favorite experiences were hiking up Red Mountain Trail, seeing myself 
push hard and going on when I wanted to collapse was a pretty rewarding feeling.  There 
was also seeing Navy Monument, seeing the debris from a plane that crashed in 
November 23, 1945, killing all passengers aboard and, of course, getting to know more 
people. 
 
 Getting to know my boys on my crew, the scenery in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness 
and just the NYC experience in general… 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 Three things I learned from NYC experience:  how to make drain dips and the 
second thing is how to make water bars and the third thing I learned from NYC is how to 
use a cross cut. 
 
 Three things I learned from NYC experience is how to make a drain dip and 
second thing is how to make a water bar and the third thing is using a crosscut at NYC. 
 
 Well, I’ve learned a lot at NYC, like making a bear hang that actually keeps bears 
out of our food.  The other two things are cook with dry goods and dealing with people 
you don’t even really know. 
 
 I learned how to crosscut like a perfectionist.  I learned the same things I learned 
last session…  Oh, and forest succession… 
 
 I learned how to make drain dips and I learned how to crosscut and how to make a 
water bar. 
 
 At NYC I learned that work ethic is highly appreciated. 
 
 I learned how to overcome hard obstacles and become a better leader. 
 



 This session of NYC I renewed some of my previous wilderness knowledge, like 
forest succession.  I can also crosscut and I’m pretty good, too.  Also I learned about 
Norse mythology, which was pretty interesting. 
 
 I learned how to crosscut.  I learned how to dig trail and also how to make a water 
bar and drain dip. 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 The one thing I will always remember is my crew and the crew leader.  They are 
the best! 
 
 What the FU-OOOO                                nuf said… 
 
 I will always remember my amazing crew and crew leader. 
 
 I will always remember how our crew had problems, but we could get over it. 
 
 It would probably be our crew leader, Colin.  His is a really cool/nice/kind guy.  I 
will really miss him, even though I only have known him 2 weeks, but I will really miss 
him! 
 
 My crew; how we worked through all the hard crap; we got through it together. 
 
 I think it would be everybody on our crew, including Samrat and Christina, seeing 
as how they’ve been a part of our lives and such.  It was a good time. 
 
 The one thing I will always remember is the relationship with my crew and my 
crew leader. 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always pour out from the bag and not reach my hand in the 
bag. 
 
 Have respect of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. 
 
 Respect the wilderness. 
 
 I will always have respect for people no matter what. 
 
 From now on I will always tie up a bear hang, because where we were out there 
were a lot of bear activity! 
 
 Wake up at six and do five minute abs. 
 
 From now on I think I’m going to do some casual exercises in the morning just to 
make sure that atrophy doesn’t start up. 



 
 I will always respect the wilderness.  I will also not reach into the bag. 



 

 

CREWLEADER:  Anna Gustafson 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Lower Rogue River Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Gold Beach 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend was orientation.  As a newcomer, it was phenomenal!  The people 
were extremely welcoming and making friends was easy.  Hard work is always expected 
and I am up for a challenge.  The corps-leaders were fantastic.  Their attitudes contained 
much enthusiasm and creative ways to make this experience a memory. 
Josi Woodfield 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We’re clearing the trail of leaves, rocks and other debris.  People hike on the trail 
a lot.  We’re clearing the trail for them so that their hike will be better and more 
memorable.  We are in the Rogue River National Park.  Today went by very fast.  Before 
I knew it, it was lunch time!  We did about 3 ½ miles of work. 
Jonathan Mack 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week red crew has two goals.  The first one is to learn how to work as a team 
and the second one is to clear roughly 3 miles of trail.  The trail clearing entails sweeping 
duff off the trail and in some places, removing downed trees.  The work isn’t too difficult 
and it is interesting to see the crew start to work as a team and start to get a good amount 
of work done. 
Luke Sitts 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week the red crew learned about Positive Mental Attitude, what a hinge was, 
dime space, how to properly use the tools and how to cook.  We also learned that we need 
to be a team to get things done.  At the beginning of the week, people wandered off to go 
work on a section of the trail by themselves, but soon found out that they needed help 
from their team-mates to get things done on time.  By Thursday, we all realized that we 
couldn’t leave anything behind on the trail, like the tools and yellow tops.  If we left 
anything behind and didn’t have it by the time tool call came, we all had to go back and 
search for the missing tools.  Getting up early to make breakfast wasn’t really that hard, 
but making lunch for the next day while dinner was being made was just as hard as 
dinner itself.  We had to hang all our food up high in the trees so no animal got to them 
while we all slept.  This was called a bear hang.  We also learned about the morning 
safety circle.  We would go around in the circle, one at a time and say our safety concern 



for the day; then do a stretch.  The stretches always woke us up quickly.  We learned the 
pirate dance, the Yeti dance and some of us made up our own stretches.  The first couple 
of days we all were scared to try out the dances, but we got used to it and it’s one of my 
favorite things to do in the morning now.  We all quickly learned about dehydration when 
we started to slow down and get tired fast.  This week has been extremely fun but tiring.  
I can’t wait to see what’s coming next week!  �  
Nikki Kuchera 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week my crew has grown immeasurably.  At the beginning, we were a few 
kids thrown together, but after a short five days, we became a group; nay, we became a 
crew.  There are people here I feel as though I already know simply because they are so 
open and friendly and for such a diverse crew…  We came together quite well.  I suppose 
that’s the end of my journal, and if you are hearing this, I’M GONNA STORM YOUR 
CASTLE! 
West Graves 
 

  
CREWLEADER:  Anna Gustafson 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Siskiyou Crest PCT Maintenance 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou   
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wild Rivers 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 During the weekend me and the crew had diffused with the other two crews.  
Most of the crew went to the Smith River.  Some crew members went to the Redwood 
Forest for a hike.  Another part of the crew went to Lake Selmac.  Hopefully all of red 
crew had a blast during this weekend.  Also I think that most of the crew got along with 
each other although me and the guys of red crew were not getting any sleep because of 
the other crews. 
Ken Jewell 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are working in the Siskiyou Forest.  We are hiking, trail 
maintenance and brushing.  The reason that we are doing it is because hikers want a 
better trail to hike on.  Earlier this week our crew leader made us hike to a lake that didn’t 
exist.  We are also trying to finish 3 miles of trail before the end of the week. 
Peanut Fitch 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goal is to complete 1740 ft by tomorrow, which is a real good goal 
and I personally think it’s totally doable.  So if you believe, then we’ll all touch the stars 



like marsh-mallows on a chipped cardboard.  YEAH!  So back to what I was saying’; we 
shall complete a whole lot and maybe, just maybe, work an extra hour if it’s ok with our 
best red crew leader, Anna, so that on Friday we can work only 3 hours instead of 4.   
P. S. For all those non-believers, you guys can just lick a spoonful of mayonnaise with a 
dash of trail spice.  How do you like them apples?!?  Huh?!  P. S. S.  We shall be pumped 
with PMA for the last 2 days of our work days.  Pfft! 
Ethel Solorzano �  
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned more about working as a team, as well as learned 
more about listening to our crew leader, but we are still working on that.  This week our 
crew has been learning a lot more about trail work and brushing.  As the week 
progressed, we started to get down widening of tread, making sure to lop the correct 
amount of swath that we needed.  We also spent time on leveling the trail and worked on 
a few drainage projects, which I think was a good experience for everyone on the crew. 
Joe Davis 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 The challenge for this week was to adapt to brushing all week, since I didn’t have 
my boots.  The crew started to get how things go in camp and on the worksite.  It was 
really cool working on the project.  We saw quite a few hikers (cars).  The heat was fun.  
We had a thunderstorm and lightening storm last night.  We also need to work on 
drinking more water.  Anna is an awesome crew leader!!!! 
Hillis 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Anna Gustafson 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Oregon Caves Trail Maintenance 
NATIONAL FOREST:  National Park Service 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Oregon Caves National Monument 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we went to the rec trips.  Two of them went to the beach while one 
of them went on a hiking trip.  I went to Cape Blanco.  I got sunburned, spent time in the 
water and built a sand castle.  It was great!  We played Big Booty and ran on the beach.  
All in all it was really fun! 
Jonathan Mack 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are at Oregon Caves National Monument.  We are finishing up what the other 
two crews didn’t finish.  It’s really hot out and we have to take our time with this project.  
There are a lot of cool rocks and interesting things to see.  I like it. 



Nikki Kuchera 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week I believe, not only was our goal to work in the Oregon Caves and build 
some ridiculously confusing trail, but to begin to find ourselves.  Our crew has been 
overly separated, but in the end, we are closer than any crew.  We just don’t know how to 
channel the energy of negativity.  We have had our good times and bad.  I think that this 
week our goal is to stay strong, positive, committed and healthy, considering the 
circumstances. 
Josi 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Me and the crew had learned some crazy things this week.   
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We went to see the caves today.  I thought that was an accomplishment.  Another 
is that we all survived the 3rd week.  There has been an endless list of obstacles that 
we’ve just gone through as a crew and only made to go from today and on.  As a crew, 
our challenge is to learn to let some things go.  The challenges that now face us is for us 
to decide how we think it should be handled as a crew.  Though our challenge is big and 
gaining more on our shoulders, it’ll soon be gone because we will accomplish our issues 
together, just as it should be… 
 Pop-tarts taste like lemons. Evil. 
Ethel Solorzano 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Heidi Brill 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Navy Monument Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Gold Beach 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we found out what our job was.  We have to cut down trees, lop back dead 
branches and pick up branches that are on the trail.  We worked about ¼ of a mile. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 These past days has corrupted our mission of simply completing 2 weeks of trail 
work.  What had seemed hard, inconvenient, complicated, disastrous hike did become a 
hard inconvenient complicated and disastrous hike.  Sad.  Yes, I know.  We know.  Very 
interesting…  To hike to our first location was very stressful and we all grasped an eyeful 
of finger licking good, hard work of which made good amount of work within the hours 
that were assigned.  The 2nd location was a mansion, space to the right, space to the left.  
And, oh baby, on the bottom too.  Yes, believe it.  Cutting lazy logs and brushing eye 



pokers with their cousins, the stick in the way, was no easy task, by far.  We all share war 
scars of such things.  Removing such things made our nails week within our gloves, but I 
remove my hard hat in respect for those brave souls that had to go down 6 hours to bring 
liquid life for all.  It was 3 hours down and 3 hours up twice a day.  Zip up you zippers if 
this does not touch your heart’s vein.  When we saw how unreasonable this was, we 
moved camp lower down, 2-3 hours down.  Getting our camp was not as easy as peeling 
orange peels, rather it was like debarking a log with a banana peel.  Not fun…  It rained 
that night.  Many PMAs died that night.  Busting up the trail was going to be 
catastrophic, cats.  We hiked for 8 hours over trees that were slippery, under branches 
that slapped us, up sooo many steep, up-slopes that were covered with wet leaves or loose 
rocks.  It was insane.  No one wanted to climb, but we did it.  We joined as a crew to 
encourage each other in as many possible ways to keep going.  Many shed tears; many 
cursed in their head.  Many slipped and damaged their body parts.  No one quit.  We 
made it through and everyone cried tears of relief, of frustration that had been kept in.  
We all hold scars, both on our bodies and our minds.  This was insane.  Oh, and this is the 
5th time we’ve had to move our campsite.  We as a crew completed an insane 8 hour hike 
that included rain and wind that tried to push us down through the whole hike.  We are 
red crew and our PMA lives on.  Stupid rain! 
Ethel Solorzano 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Heidi Brill 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Legacy Trails – Sucker Creek Watershed 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wild Rivers 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, this weekend we had the weekend site at Huckleberry Mountain and we all 
had fun.  Blue crew left Saturday morning after chores.  They had to go to the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness (where we were the previous week….); God rest their souls.    The rec trip 
was very relaxing for me.  A couple people from our crew went.  Not the girls, thank 
God.  But we had fun swimming, watching TV, scopin’ out chicks and BSing with one 
another.  It was great to have that relaxing time after such a hectic week.  It was 
prodigious. 
Jeremy Hillis 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our crew is doing trail work near a river in order to prevent erosion into the 
water.  We are constantly building drain dips and lopping back woody areas.  I’m hoping 
to get to use the crosscut.  We are in the Siskiyou National Forest near Greyback 
Mountain in something Sucker Creek.  Besides that, our crew would really like to have 
the best week possible.  That can be a project as well. 



Josi 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Red crew’s goals for the final week of session are to work a mile and a half of 
trail in the Siskiyou National Forest.  At least these are our written goals.  The biggest 
goal set by the crew for this week is to enjoy the final week of session.  Another is to get 
through the final few PHs.  I’m not sure of the other crew members’ personal goals for 
the final week, but one of mine is to learn all the ins and outs of drain dips and water 
bars. 
Luke 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today I’m going to explain what me and the crew have learned this week.  One 
thing me and the crew had learned was how to do water bars and rock bars.  The second 
thing we learned this week was mine and Ethel’s PH, but what does checking the water 
levels have to do with your personal history.  Just kidding…  The next thing we learned 
about was that Josi and Ethel like to eat the berries and Josi and Ethel learned not to eat 
the berries.  The crew and I had also learned that we can be crew leaders for half a day 
and it is awesome.  Also, I’m so tired and sleepy. 
Ken Jewell 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week we finished our project (more so the Priority Trail.)  On Wednesday 
and Thursday morning we rose to the promise of delicious pancakes.  Lies, all lies.  The 
trail work was simple and the day passed quickly and with relative ease (save a few 
choice moments).  The promised pancakes were delivered to us later that day at dinner.  
After the pure intensity of a white and black bee grabbing a ground bee off our table, 
stinging it to death; the black and white bee then devoured the ground bee in its entirety.  
Awesome…  I also completed one of my dreams today as I carried Josi’s limp body to 
the bus, then screamed to the HEAVENS.  Also awesome… 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the third day.  My body was just getting 
used to all the hard work that we had to do.  I wanted to lay down and sleep, but I knew I 
had to keep working.  Getting up early was a challenge everyday, but swinging the tools 
and breaking the hard surface of the Earth was harder.  I’m disappointed that I have to 
say good-bye to NYC.  I loved this experience and I’m coming back for sure.  Even 
though it was hard, I loved challenging myself everyday and working towards my goal of 
finishing this program.  I wish I could do this everyday for the rest of my life! 
Nicole Kuchera 
 
 My most challenging day was the Monday of the 2nd week because my body was 
really starting to feel the hard work I’d been doing. 
Jonathan Mack 
 



My most challenging day was the first day getting up. 
PJ 
 

Not losing my patience and my cool when things got rough.  I would say that it 
was my most challenging day. 
Ethel Solorzano 
 

August 19 was my most challenging day. 
Josi Woodfield 
 
 The most challenging day at NYC was when someone wouldn’t shut her mouth, 
which was for five weeks.  It taught me to deal with people.  
West G 
 
 My most challenging day was the beginning of fifth week.  Red crew had not 
been able to finish a project given to it and blue crew was working there.  I was not happy 
to leave the work undone, but had to for the sake of my crew-members. 
Luke Sitts 
 
 The most challenging day at NYC for me was dealing with Jonathan and PJ and 
the annoying girls. 
Jeremy Hillis 
 
 8/20  I hiked up a mountain. 
Ken Jewell 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 One of my favorite NYC experience was the perfect views of outdoors (real 
outdoors) appeared.  It was an astonishingly breathtaking view that I got the opportunity 
to share with my crew-mates. 
 Second, the random things that made us laugh together in unity and show that no 
race, religion, nor species could prevent us from overcoming a good laugh and be happy.  
Kelly helped in the department of giggles and chuckles. 
 Third, looking at the faces of my fellow crew-mates and seeing the difference 
from now and then.  They have all grown so much as well as I have.  My favorite last 
experience shall be seeing them graduate.  They have completed 5 full weeks.  They all 
have gone through so much and deserve to hold their heads up proudly, because they did 
it!  CONGRATS! 
Ethel Solorzano �  
 
 My favorite things were sleeping, outside, being with my crew.   
Jonathan Mack 
 
 The good times, all of them…  The views, the inside jokes, the special moments; 
the cooking experiences… 
Josi Woodfield 



 
 My three favorites are sleeping outside, working and hump day.   
PJ  
 
 My 3 favorite things at NYC are the simple things, the crisp clean air, the sunrise 
and sunset, but most of all, I like simply being outside. 
West G 
 
 My three favorite experiences at NYC were the outdoors work, relaxing after a 
hard first week on a rec trip and finishing the big clean. 
Luke Sitts 
 
 Bus rides, the music and sleep… 
Jeremy Hillis 
 
 Music, work, sleep… 
Ken Jewell 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 In my time at NYC I learned skills that will help me throughout life.  I learned 
how to work with people who have different values and experiences than me.  I fully 
realized the importance of teamwork in tough situations and that when you work hard and 
conduct yourself with dignity, people appreciate your contributions to the team. 
Luke Sitts 
 
 I learned how to do trail maintenance and how to put up a white wall. 
Jonathan 
 
 I have learned how to make rock bars, a mush of good food and I’ve learned what 
empathy really meant. 
Ethel Solorzano 
  
 I learned so much about work ethics, responsibility, patience, self-preservation; 
but must of all, who I am and who I really want to become in the future. 
Josi Woodfield 
 
 I learned at NYC was working hard and to use tools the right way. 
PJ 
 
 In my time at NYC I have learned to better cope with people; the annoying one 
mostly.  I believe it will prove to be a useful skill. 
West G. 
 
 That there are a lot of incompetent annoying people that don’t know how to 
handle themselves… 
Jeremy Hillis 



 
 How to use work tools… 
Ken Jewell 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember Red Crew.   
Jonathan Mack 
 
 I will always remember my crew. 
PJ 
 
 One thing I’ll always remember is seeing everyone eating our last dinner together 
and instead of them moaning for tomorrow, we say good-bye.  They all had smiles and 
laughed.  Seeing them like that was great. 
Ethel Solorzano 
 
 I will for sure always remember the spunky sophisticated, yet slightly troubled red 
crew.  The last two weeks with a new crew leader, every one thought that we would be 
going through hell, and sure enough, we were all right.  Hiking up a mountain in the rain 
was the most struggling experience I have encountered, but my crew had my back.  For 
starters, Jeremy kept us all safe and in line.  In times of danger, he was there to save the 
day.  When Joe left, he was what we needed.  He’s a hard worker and a major jokester, 
but helps us all out.  Ken, oh Ken, saved me on numerous occasions.  His jokes get old, 
but stay alive.  He hiked a mountain to get water and stayed optimistic through the entire 
thing.  Luke is an excellent teacher.  He always taught me how to do stuff.  From on the 
trail to in the camp; he actually taught me how to flip pancakes, build a water bar find 
huckleberries and use caution.  He stayed with me to help me hike down the mountain 
our fourth week.  I was in so much pain.  He gave me so much support.  His leadership 
skills and his overall caring heart will take him so far.  West is a sweetheart all around.  
He’s someone who is great to talk to and gives great advice.  He’s funny, hard working 
and willing to speak his mind.  He’s adorable when angry and has his absolute serious 
moments.  You have to love him for that.  Jonathan is the guy you can definitely talk to 
because he does talk.  He’s funny as well and doesn’t care what others think of him.  PJ 
looks out for himself and even when he’s tired, he keeps himself going.  I’m proud of his 
efforts.  Nikki is the alpha-female of our group.  Her headstrong attitude makes her a 
stronger woman.  She helps out often and is a great friend.  Ethel is my best friend here.  
She helped me through so much.  We are so much alike it’s not even funny.  I love her 
zest for life.  Then there is Heidi and Kelly.  They both are magnificent leaders and make 
up the last of the red crew family.  We all are amazingly close.  Fighting happens, but I 
will never forget the good times we had. 
Josi Allora Woodfield 
 
 There’s not enough space… 
Jeremy Hillis 
 
 The pancakes. 



Ken Jewell 
 
 I will always remember my crew as a whole.  I will remember the good times and 
I will remember the bad times, but there will always be a memory. 
West G 
 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always have the memory of spending 5 weeks with my filthy, 
stinking, disgusting crew, and it is a memory I will cherish.  Life will take some getting 
used to, but I will always have the memory. 
 RED CREW ALWAYS! 
West G 
 
 From now on, I will always think better of people.  Life here at NYC was 
awesome.  Five weeks with my crew taught me a lot. 
Jonathan Mack 
 
 From now on I will always appreciate the simple things such as drain dips. 
Ethel Solorzano 
 
 From now on I’ll look past the previous into the now and respect the future.  I’ll 
see myself as the person I want to become and better myself for who I am. 
Josi Woodfield 
 
 From now on I will respect people. 
PJ 
 
 From now on I will always appreciate trail work when I see it. 
Luke Sitts 
 
 Speak when spoken to. 
Jeremy Hillis 
 
 Be awake at 6:00 
Ken Jewell 



 

 

 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Oregon Caves Trail Maintenance 
NATIONAL FOREST:  National Park Service 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Oregon Caves National Monument 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 So here’s how today went down.  After breakfast we went up to the caves, met up 
with the contact and hiked up to the site.  We cleared up the path a bit then lined up the 
edges with rocks, and didn’t do much other than that.  Actually that’s what we did all 
day.  Had a couple breaks here and there.  We dropped out around 3:45 PM and rode 
back for a quick swim in some rather… cold water and work prep.  All in all, pretty 
uneventful…not too hard.  I’d say I had fun. 
Thomas C 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we got up, got ready for work and did our stretches.  After that we got back 
to the same spot on the Oregon Caves Trail that we started yesterday.  We continued to 
fix up the trail and lay down rocks along the edge.  We also started digging out a spot for 
a bench.  It was a good but tiring day. 
Mitch Fox 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 

This week we are making a trail by the sea caves.  We have been putting rock 
wall type things up, widening the trails and cutting hanging stuff.  We are trying to make 
the trail look good and be easier to walk on.  So far we have made tons of rock walls and 
got pretty far down the trail.  We also have met Father Time who has helped us this week 
by bringing down rocks in his gas wheelbarrow.  So far we are getting things done and 
we still are working. 
Autumn Last 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We have learned a lot about maintaining trails and how to camp.  We learned that 
when you work in the wilderness your whole life, like Father Time, you lose some people 
skills.  Through this we decided that there is a point when you have to give it up and 
retire. 
Anthony Smith 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



 So today we finished up with our trail and we decided to go on a cave tour.  It was 
very fascinating.  Afterwards we all showered and got all spiffed up then we went to 
town to do laundry and showers.  We had a lot of fun. 
Becca Fortney 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Red Mountain Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Gold Beach 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We arrived late Sunday night because someone decided we should hike an extra 3 
miles but its all good.  It was fun hiking in the dark, then we awoke 60 billion miles to the 
end of the trail that blue crew so lovingly left for us.  Around 3 we started back where we 
ran into a rattlesnake.  I was scared out of mind, but I lived.  Then we arrived back at 
camp and fully set up. 
Becca 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We woke up some people.  We’re late after they got up, we start to eat breakfast 
food and then went back to the tools spot.  We start in work till 3:30 and we stop at camp.  
We are at camp doing chores and I’m writing a journal and we are eating dinner. 
Jay Smith 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 One of our goals was to surpass 10 miles and we did!  Altogether we have hiked 
about 30 miles.  Can you say “WOW, THAT’S INTENSE!?”  HA!  I can.  But we did it 
and we are going to keep up our awesomeness. 
Justina Rice 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned about forest stages and stars and clouds.  We also learned to 
appreciate the scenery and the beauty of Nature. 
Jeremy Collins 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week we went to Chetco Trail where there was a fire.  We had to do 9 or 10 
miles of trail.  The first day hike in, we went past where we were supposed to be.  Then 
during the week we got done early with the trail.  We had to redo most of the trail that the 
blue crew missed.  We hiked about 30 miles this week.  We saw tons of beautiful scenery 



and also the sunset.  We finished the trail early and did a different trail just for extra 
credit.  We accomplished our goals of the week. 
Autumn Last 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Upper Rogue River Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Siskiyou  
RANGER DISTRICT:  Gold Beach 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We got up in the morning.  My crew was late, at least the boy tent was late.  We 
ate food and we packed up to go to the new worksite.  When we got there, we set up 
camp.  We also did a SEED.  We did a short SEED and then we did PH, which I forget 
what it means.  Then we got ready for bed. 
 GOOD NIGHT!! 
Jay Smith 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are in the Siskiyou National Forest, doing trail work along the 
Rogue River.  For the most part, we are digging tread, defining the hinge and removing 
brush, which mainly consists of poison oak. 
 Today on the way to the start of the trail, our van had a “run-in” with a rock, 
resulting in a hole in the van.  We couldn’t get it to start up, so everybody minus Ryan, 
underwent an arduous hike to the trail head where we did safety circle. Throughout the 
day, 3 bears were spotted and lots of trail was done.  When the day was over, we found 
that Ryan fixed the van and we listened to Floyd! 
Kellan Alexander 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for the third week or as most call it, “hump week”, was to complete the 
trail before Friday.  Our contact told us that he did not think that there was a weeks’ 
worth of work so we wanted to complete it before then which we did.  We put in a very 
lovely grade A delightful culvert to contain the mighty run off on the trail and we lopped 
deadly poison oak.  Overall we made the trail look super. 
Becca Fortney 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 August 14, Star Date 2008.0600:  Cadet Mitch Fox and Cadet Lee composed an 
exquisite breakfast consisting of delectable pancakes and an assortment of dried 
digestibles.  0746:  We reach the area of operations and deploy to our assorted tasks.  
1243:  Took an awesome break by a river.  Cadet Kellan owned by dead tree.  1329:  



Cadet Lee and the Owned Cadet Kellan attempt a cleansing operation in thigh deep 
poison oak.  1334:  Cleansing operation successful.  1503:  Cadet Lee observed a 
scorpion and two cicadas.  1623:  Returned to camp and went swimming. 
Thomas C. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Well working and hiking in the humidity and heat was a challenge.  We 
accomplished a lot of trail clearing. 
Jeremy Collins 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Castle Creek Trail Maintenance 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua  
RANGER DISTRICT:  Tiller  
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, this weekend the crew was chillin again at Cape Blanco.  As usually, us 
ballers got there first.  We chilled around and partied like Hillbillies at a Hoedown or 
Hootenanny.  Eventually red crew, then blue crew arrived late as always.  We helped our 
homies out then went to bed.  Saturday was bomb period. 
Philip Elsenbaumer 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are mid-country clearing a trail so we can head back country next 
week.  Ryan is teaching us how to crosscut, which is very dandy.  We also are upgrading 
a mile long Puncheon.  We’re all of us pack mules moving rock and dirt one bag at a time 
on our backs, which as our fearless crew leader says, builds character.  We must have a 
lot of character.   
Becca Boo 
  
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for the week are to tear apart the puncheons, fill them with rock and 
then cover it with dirt so the water can flow underneath and the surface is durable for 
hikers.  Also we have been cross-cutting large trees to make the trail passable.  The 
puncheons are being done quickly and are nearly finished.  Cross-cutting is going well 
too, until Becca nearly cut her leg off.  I think we have really pulled together as a team.  
Everyone is working harder and all is good. 
Mitch Fox 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 One of the things our crew learned this week was how to use a cross-cut saw.  
Some already knew how to use one, but still learned more about it.  We also learned how 
to redo puncheons and make them yellow crew PERFECT!  Slowly but surely we are 
learning that sticking together as a crew is the best way to go.  We only have one week 
left (!) so we’re goin’ party like rock-stars and work our hardest and have lots of fun. 
 � ��    Other than that, everything is fabulous.� �� � �

Justina Rice (aka, JD) �  �
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Previously on NYC South 4; ��������	


   Faced with the gargantuan 
task of puncheon maintenance, the fearless GOLD CREW’S fate was uncertain, but with 
the strength of titans and the tenacity of Chihuahuas, all obstacles were overcome.  The 
team took a break and had some showers after a 25 mile ride.  Tensions rose when Becca 
chewed Thomas and Phillip out after they commented on her odd choice of make-up.  A 
pit stop at a laundry matt and a Ray’s got the crew ready for a 50 mile ride to the next 
weekend site. 
 To be continued. 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Castle Creek Trail Maintenance 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Tiller 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We stayed at Huckleberry Mountain without blue crew for the weekend.  They 
had to go to their worksite for a long hike in.  For one of the rec trips, we went to 
Diamond Lake.  While there, we met some people from the South 3 crew.  One of them 
was the famed MJ, famed by Kelly, at least.  He was ok, but not as cool as we thought.  
After that we had a game of capture the Flag.  Our crew owned hardcore against the red 
and then the game ended.  The next day we packed up for another exciting week in the 
Oregon Umpqua. 
Kellan Alexander 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are clearing the Castle Creek Trail, which is located in the Umpqua 
National Forest.  Hmmm…  Describe our project…  Well, this will sum it up:  I go to bed 
having the sounds of snipping and snapping of loppers and the sound of branches being 
dragged; some were out of sight, and the remember where I have to start the next day 
when I’m done. �  
Justina Rice (JD) 
 



WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our goals are to turn on the TV and stereo and exchange secret protest 
strategies.  Gold crew is lopping many a mile and thinking of new ways to kill people in 
the Mafia, the game that makes Jenna’s head implode.  Everyone is trying to get this 
week to go as quickly as possible, then we can party.  This is my last journal ever.  Haha! 
P.S.  Futurama rocks! 
Philip Elsenbaumer 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Or crew learned how to lop a lot of plants.  We also learned to cross a log buried, 
at least JD did but she did good.  We learned how to make a tent with debris and people 
sleep in it. 
Jay Smith 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week our crew only had a few challenges.  The hardest one of them all was 
getting over the anticipation of going home and just focusing on the work for the week.  
Another was the hours of boring lopping, which could drive a person to insanity.   
 Our accomplishments were staying a solid crew, staying focused and working 
hard to the very last day.  I think we all feel accomplished for learning many ways to 
maintain trail and completing lots of miles.  NYC was a great experience for us all. 
Mitch Fox 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day was the 10 mile hike in with the 50 pound packs in the 
blazing heat!  It was awesome! 
Jeremy 
 
 My most challenging day was the day when we hiked up a tall hill.  It was very 
hard. 
Jay 
 
 For me it was not the most challenging day, but week.  The second week we were 
at the Biscuit Hill Fire or burn out, now.  It was challenging for me because we had a 
nine mile hike in, which turned in to about a 13 mile one because it was my first time 
backpacking.  It was also difficult because there was no shade or “nature wipe”, which 
we needed because it was my first experience with Iodine, which messes you up on the 
inside.  All in all it was hard work but I made it through and got a wicked tan. 
Becca Fortney 
 
 Working in the Chetco heat… 
Philip 
 
 Mine was a hard week, not just a day.  That was the week that we went 
backcountry for the first time.  Ugh.  For me it was both physically and mentally 



challenging.  It was the first time I’d ever been backpacking.  We went really far.  The 
hike in, Ryan actually past the site, which I’m NOT mad at him for because if he didn’t 
do that then, I wouldn’t have been able to have made goal to finish or get to the next spot 
without Kelly or the people behind me and beat that goal.  Getting the top of that huge 
mountain by myself made me feel so good about myself and helped me get through the 
week.  After blowing my knee out and then almost passing out, then my bad knee getting 
attacked by a tree, then having to hike out in so much pain; it brings tears to my eyes.  
UGH.  Yeah, I’d have to say that was my most challenging week EVER, but it’s made 
me stronger.  PLUS I had my Texan with me and by my side to help me when I needed 
him most of the whole week.  �  
Justina Rice 
 
 The hardest day was the hike in, in the Kalmiopsis.  It was my first time 
backpacking and we missed the camp, hiking an additional 3 to 5 miles. 
Kellan Alexander 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was working at Chetco in 100° weather.  I 
understand that my crew-mates were tired as I was, but they could have worked a little 
harder.  I was just frustrated that day. 
Mitch Fox 
 
 The most challenging day was the last day of work.  I had a lot running through 
my head. 
Thomas 
 
 My most challenging day was the day we were hiking into the burnout thing with 
the heavy pack.  We passed the spot we were supposed to be at and did more miles, than 
we were supposed to.  It was hard to keep going, but I kept going. It was hard to keep 
going, but I learned it was also fun. 
Autumn Last 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 

I. The ten mile 50 pound pack hike.  It was one of the hardest things I’ve 
done. 

II.  In the Kalmiopsis the views and sunsets were super beautiful. 
III.  Change.  I learned that hiking is a fun hobby and that roughing it is simple 

but complex. 
Jeremy 
 

1. To sleep outside on the ground 
2. Hiking 10 miles was fun 
3. Sleeping outside in the rain 

Jay 
 



 One is all the beautiful terrain we worked on and hiked through, having rec trips 
to the ocean where me and Josi played ER and put a crab and octopus back together; and 
lastly was our tour through the Oregon Caves.  Jay farted and it echoed. 
Becca 
 

1. Watching the beautiful sunset with just me and Kelly after a great 
accomplishment of mine �  

2. All of this season because I made more great memories with the people I love 
3. Seeing Kelly, Ryan, Colin, Anna, Samrat, Christina, Jenna-all those great 

people who are now big parts in my life.  Seeing them again and spending 
another 5 weeks with them really made me happier and it makes me sad that 
my time with them is about over… �  

Justina Rice 
 

1. The Kalmiopsis 10 mile hike in with 60 pound packs 
2. The Viet Kong games in the Kalmiopsis 
3. Views seen in the Kalmiopsis.  AMAZING! 

Kellan Alexander 
 
 My 3 favorite experiences were in the Kalmiopsis; all the beautiful sunsets, 
scenery and the mountains.  Another was the hike with the (about) 60 lb. bag in the 
Kalmiopsis and being able to keep going even when I got tired.  At the Rogue and 
working on that trail and seeing all the rafters float by and talking to them. 
Autumn Last 
 

1) Learning how to build durable rock walls 
2) Meeting new and different kinds of people 
3) Enjoying scenery and exploring new and beautiful wilderness areas 

Mitch Fox 
 

1. Looking a rattle snake in the eyes 3 feet away 
2. Walking the Kalmiopsis 
3. The weekend trip to Diamond Lake 

Thomas 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned I love hiking and Nature and I also learned some cool knots.  Learned 
how to write a resume’ and tonight is “Survivor SEED”. �  
Jeremy 
 
 I learned how to cook.  I also learned how to put up white wall and also how to 
make knots. 
Jay 
 



 I learned patience is really useful.  I know when I get back home I won’t be so 
short tempered and be more understanding.  I also learned to be less selfish because it 
really doesn’t work in small communities. 
Becca 
 
 This session I learned more about myself and that it’s ok to ask for help and that 
taking care of yourself is important and solving your own problems has a better outcome. 
Justina Rice 
 
 Throughout the session, I realized how fun backpacking is.  As well, I learned 
how to build a shelter and a multitude of knots. 
Kellan Alexander 
 
 Through this session I learned how to fix and make trail look good.  I learned how 
to work better with people and live with people I don’t know.  I also learned what the 
bubo and that it is not good. 
Autumn love Last 
 
 At NYC I learned how to live and work with a group of people of all types.  I 
learned how to maintain trails using a variety of tools.  I also learned how to make a 
commitment and follow through to the end. 
Mitch Fox 
 
 At NYC I learned to lead and work with people from all different backgrounds.  I 
learned to be understanding and patient while working in seemingly stressful situations. 
Thomas 
 
 At NYC I learned to appreciate home and be a team player. 
Philip 
 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 Movie night when Kellan and I did the walk-off from Zoolander…  �  
Hilarious!! 
Jeremy 
 
 When I scared JD from inside a tree… 
Jay 
 
 When Jay let off a fart in the caves and it echoed…  It was right after our rover, 
Kelly told us to be quiet. 
Becca 
 
 When I was at the beach with Colin and we talked about what was going on in our 
lives, aka one of our little talks.  Hmmm.  I’m going to miss those.  All the times I spent 
with Kelly, the good and bad.  The good I love; the bad I hate, but do love.  And last but 



not least, all the time I got to spend with Ryan and making jokes and stuff and teaching 
him how to play the guitar.  �  
Justina Rice 
 
 The walk-off me and Jeremy did in the Kalmiopsis based on Zoolander!!! 
Kellan Alexander 
 
 I will remember the people I’ve met the new games I’ve learned. 
Autumn Last 
 
 I will always remember the awesome areas we worked in and the whole NYC 
experience. 
Mitch Fox 
 
 I will always remember the day Ryan passed the lake in the Chetco.  Haha!  The 
great views throughout the NYC experience. 
 
 The last weekend trip we went on to Diamond Lake.  You had to have been there. 
Thomas 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Appreciate luxuries. 
Jeremy 
 
 Will love to use my bed… 
Jay 
 

Respect trail workers more, regardless of what my crew says… 
Becca 
 
 Be myself and be more indifferent and more respectful to others and really learn 
by my mistakes. 
Justina Rice 
 
 Realize how amazing ����  food is!! 
Kellan A 
 
 Be myself and be open to learn more things. 
Autumn Last 
 
 Try my hardest to commit to long term goals and do the best work I can. 
Mitch Fox 
 
 Appreciate home. 
Philip 
 



 Be more practical in social relationships.   
Thomas 
 

 


