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CREWLEADER:  Anna 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Rec Facility Maintenance 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Rogue River 
RANGER DISTRICT:  High Cascade 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we moved mountains of branches, removed miles of barbed wire, and put 
in place giant posts; all in the pursuit to keep out cows. 
Casey Farris 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Led by the fierce and courageous Anna, the Fellowship of the Red Group returned 
to that horrid land to save the virgin spring from the evil, giardia infested cow droppings.  
The fearless group fought through kniving swarms of mosquitoes, ensnaring swampy 
sinkholes and scratching stabbing branches to ensure the chastity of the spring.  Our 
fellow warrior, Alex, wrestled with the raging creek waters and Lydia escaped the strong 
grasps of the mud pits while the swamper, Ryan, wrangled the intolerable barbed wires.  
Nine miserable back breaking hours later, the group pressed forward until finally the 



ancient and wise one, Scott, appears before them and with his eyes popping forward, he 
madly proclaimed “They shall not pass!”  The spring was safe at last.  And the warriors 
strode confidently back to their bus knowing a hard day’s work was done. 
Aubrey 
 
 With high hopes of finishing this work and moving to a new job site by Friday, 
they set this goal with positive vibes and two new days to come 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Anna, Kelly and the 9 dwarfs set out early on an expedition this morning.  They 
had acres of barbed wired that needed fixing by the end of the week.  Wacky Wednesday 
started out with a bear puppet at 6:00 and breakfast that Anna and Kelly fixed.  The long 
drive was an adventure considering they got lost and a piece of the bus above the door 
decided to come off momentarily.  With wire clippers over their shoulders they trudged 
across the grassy plains to the temperamental ones.  They clipped and chopped and 
worked as a team and then the day was done. 
Lydia 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 It is so beautiful out here.  Something about the air makes me want to run through 
the (mosquito infested) forest.  The wind beckons my legs to start moving.  The trees and 
beauty around me motivate me to keep going.  Birds cheer me on with their beautiful 
love songs, as they flitter about in the vegetation.  I haven’t felt this enthused about 
anything in a long while.  I think this place in all its beauty calls out to my inner gymnast.  
This is truly a place where you can hear and see Mother Earth at her very best.  We, as a 
crew, are very lucky to share this specific area together.  So with food soon to be in our 
bellies & thoughts of showers in our minds, may we EAT! 
Megan Groves 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 The awesome Kelly woke us up with the stick.  We were glad that we only had to 
work 4 hours.  When we got back to camp we set up so the other bad crews could sleep in 
ant infested pine cone beds, but I heard they did not mind.  Everything was good until we 
heard that we were losing Kelly.  I started crying.  We were sad. 
Nathan Fortin 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Anna Gustafson 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  N. Umpqua Invasive Species Removal 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Diamond Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



This weekend our crew got up and played pivotal roles in completing chores in a 
timely manner.  After chores were completed we split up and embarked on our trips to 
Crater Lake only to realize most of the trails and roads were still snowed in.  After 
returning to the base camp, we lazed around, ate dinner and went to bed after an 
interesting game of Mafia.  Sunday morning the crews picked up our new rover and 
headed off to decimate the noxious weed population in the Umpqua National Forest. 
Ryan McVay 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Knapweed, oh knapweed, where art thou not, knapweed?  The thought of thee 
sickens my soul, thy existence molestith my dreams!  When the devil was cast down from 
Heaven, so was thou in his hand!  Knapweed, oh knapweed, where art thou not, 
knapweed? 
 Barometric pressure has dropped slightly.  No rain was collected. 
Aubrey Weghorst-Butler 
 
 To the blackberry—thy death is sweet ecstasy upon mine tongue.  Out, out darn 
thorns, out!  Your living brings daggers upon me!  From day’s dawn until that bright 
sphere hides her face, we shall continue to duel until one of us bleeds! 
 
 The blackberries greeted us again today.  We woke up around 5:45 to a breakfast 
of oatmeal and cereal.  This was our hardest day of work so far, full of never ending 
blackberry roots.  The day rolled on with each minute seeming like an hour as everyone 
grew very tired from the heat of the day.  At lunch to me we came up with a very 
ingenious crew count that goes to five of the twelve days at Christmas, except it’s the 
nine days of Youth Corps.  After arriving back at camp most of us took a dip in the very 
cold water nearby camp. 

·  no clouds today 
·  no rain collected 
·  barometric pressure about the same 
·  westerly winds 

Lydia Zowada 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today wasn’t as sad as yesterday.  We saw no blackberries at all.  Cooler 
temperature, a bigger variety of work, as well as getting more done…  Some goals I think 
we should have is no one getting hurt, getting all work done for the week and staying on 
task.   

·  Some clouds 
·  No rain 
·  Barometric was the same 
·  Light winds with gusts 
·  Prediction—Sunny with chance of clouds 

Alex LeClair 
 



THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Click, clack, click, clack, put down tarp, pick up rocks, cover those notorious 
weeds.  Click, clack, click, clack go our boots.  Red crew, click clack, click, clack, 
learning how to pull and learning to fear blackberries and knapweed…  Click, clack, 
click, clack, learning how to cover our ears every time we walk!  Too much learning, too 
much hot sun!  Red crew is going crazy over blackberries!  Blackberry, blackberry, 
knapweed, knapweed.  Red crew!  Click, clack, click, clack, what did we learn this week? 
 Light wind with cloud cover in the morning and blazing hot sun!  My prediction 
is sunny with clouds (maybe) and wind. 
Tashi Weinstein 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we pulled blackberry bushes and tarped over knapweed.  The 
blackberry pulling was fine until Tuesday when we discovered that there was a wall on 
one side of the road and the other side dropped off in the river.  Blackberry bushes 
covered both sides and we hacked them out while we baked in the sun.  On Wednesday 
we began tarping.  There were a lot of rocks we had to move and tree branches and 
bushes that needed to be removed.  It was hot but windy and the day went by quickly.  
Thursday was about the same and on Friday we finished blackberries and had amazing 
hot showers. 
Samantha Duffy 
 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Anna Gustafson 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  TRTROZ Rec Trail #160 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont-Winema 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We left the weekend site to head out to do trail work.  It was fun until we hit 
rocks, a charcoal, and sand then it was hard.  If you don’t believe me, then ask my crew-
members or Jenna.  We have a good rover.  His name is Samrat.  He is from Nepal.  He is 
a good worker and he is intelligent and funny. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week the boss of the woods helped us with our work.  She had a face full of 
dirt and a smile of blazing white teeth.  We worked on a trail meant for horses in the 
Fremont National Forest near Summer Lake.  We are doing this assignment because that 
is what we were assigned. 
Alex LeClair 
 



WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The pleasant aroma of chocolate & more chocolate coaxed us out of our warm 
sleeping bags this morning.  Super Wacky Hump Day started with a quite healthy & 
balanced breakfast of chocolate pancakes with melted chocolate chunks & deliciously 
cooked bacon.   

Ready to start the day, most of us pre-dirtied, we set off to the land of dust & 
grime.  Our journey consisted of many bumps, but we all made it safely.  Well, almost all 
of us.  Aubrey was attacked by the yellow top water goons.  And after she was held 
hostage & tortured for hours, she narrowly escaped with some injury, but was able to 
help us fight the local dusties and shrubbies.  Many hours of trail building went by 
smoothly after that until our swamper, Ryan was bombarded by baboons.  Sam saw this 
& ran to his rescue as quick as she could; but not quick enough.  Right before she scared 
them off, one knocked him right in the nose.   

After that the rest of the day seemed easy; a few quarrels here & there, but 
nothing red crew can’t handle.  Now here we are; Tashi mending her wounds, people 
making dinner & me down wind of smelly shoes writing the last sentences of 
Wednesday’s journal remembering something that someone wise once told me, “Every 
day ends.”   
Megan Groves � �

 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned that cows make good alarm clocks; contacts talk 
forever; boomerangs fly toward trees, and beetles can’t live in fire.  Also trail work is 
way better than blackberries.  Ryan learned that rock picks really don’t stay together and 
that he doesn’t like to wash his face.  I also learned that I never know what to write for 
journal and I’m hungry, so now I want to eat.   
Casey Farris 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Our first day of trail work proved to be hard with mouths full of dust and faces of 
coalminers.  Each day our muscles strengthened as we dug trail through rock patches and 
thick sod, but we all pushed on to accomplish our 8,000 feet of trail by Friday.  Each day 
was full of laughter, for our crew has grown so close and trust has been developed. 
 Bloody noses were battled with Mr. Tampon as the dust consumed everything, 
especially our nostrils.  We fought dehydration with yellow tops and our contact, Doug, 
supplied us with water at our primitive campsite. 
 Many personal histories were presented this week, which provided our crew with 
a better understanding for each other and our pasts.  Cows were present at camp and they 
were so kind as to wake us up very early in the morning and greet us face to face at our 
tent door.   
 Communication worked very well this week in the bump line with “rocks!” being 
shouted every other word and an array of melodic singing in the background. 
 Today we all piled into the bus and headed to town.  Wait.  What town?  I didn’t 
see a town.   
 Well anyways we washed our grungy clothing and dissolved a weeks worth of 
dirt in the warm shower water before our store stop in Silver Lake. 



Lydia Zowada 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Anna Gustafson 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  TRTROZ Rec Trail, #160 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, it was parent weekend and it was fun.  We lost Samrat.  It was sad but we 
got Christina.  She is funny and nice, and she is a good worker.  Everyone likes her today.  
We went back to work on trails in the Fremont area.  I know it’s hot, dusty, smelly 
(thanks to Nathan and Ryan).  We got a lot of work done. 
Nathan F 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are in the Fremont again digging trail.  It is even more dusty than last week 
and today it was really hot.  We’re digging trail because that’s what they told us to do.  
I’m not sure what else to say, so I’ll stop writing. 
Samantha Duffy 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 One of our goals for the week was completing three miles by Thursday or Friday 
so Anna would buy us a yummy treat.  Another one of our goals was to complete enough 
trail to meet up with blue crew.  Who knows why?  Other smaller goals were dealing with 
our new rover who disappointedly was a duck (like a U of O), surviving the heat in the 
dead tree forest and not going blind from Doug’s mirror. 
Casey Farris 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Biting flies by day & mosquitoes by night, we are getting eaten bite by bite.  
Work, work, work all day long…  We love singing corny songs, digging, clearing, 
brushing duff.  We are getting sick of all this yucky trail stuff.  Sticky, smelly, lots of dirt, 
nothing clean, always burp.  White is never white, gray is never gray; brown looks best 
anyway. 
Megan Groves 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week the crew worked for Doug in the Fremont reconstructing trail for the 
second week in a row.  The views were better this week, since the smoke from the fires in 
California were kept at bay by another air front.  We built over 2.5 miles; much better 
than last week!  During the building of the trail, the crew coped with ever increasing 



temperatures and mosquitoes as well as the inevitable end of the day, heat induced 
exhaustion and dehydration!  I think maintaining focus and pace doing the same projects 
for several weeks was becoming more difficult.  Heat & dehydration didn’t help.  The 
crew has come together a lot this week and we’re all looking forward to our last week 
together even though we must part at the end of it.  I think everyone has had a bit of 
personal reflection after evaluations and this has led to us becoming closer! 
Ryan McVay 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Anna Gustafson 
CREW COLOR: Red 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  North Umpqua Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua 
RANGER DISTRICT:  BLM Roseburg 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We got a new rover; well he is not actually new, it’s just Kelly.  Well, we still like 
him.  Today we marched into backcountry with poison oak up to our eyes.  It took so 
long to go one mile with heavy back packs.  The trail was very hard. 
Nathan Fortin 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are in the Umpqua somewhere trying to figure out what trail we’re 
actually working on.  We had a man named Larry.  I think he emerged from the forest 
with his bag of sticks and informed us of the mix-up.  I think the day would be easier if it 
wasn’t for Kelly always having parties in his tent at night. 
Casey Farris 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Red crew has multiple goals.  Not getting poison oak happens to be at the top of 
that list.  Every morning part of safety circle, a new step of putting on Bio-Safe, has been 
added.  After work we have a ritual of getting out of our work clothes and Technu-ing our 
bodies.  Interesting ways of drying off has been invented; spinning in circles, flapping 
your arms makes for a funny looking after work dance…but so far so good.  No poison 
oak.  � �

Megan Groves 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned a lot about the work and we also learned that we were 
working on the wrong trail.  We widened the trail and smoothed it down, as well as took 
out a bunch of rocks.  We learned that the bus broke down and we have to hike out four 
extra miles to a place where someone can pick us up.  All in all, it has been a swell week. 
Samantha Duffy 



 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Backcountry.  Everything changes for the crew.  We learn what it means to pack 
only the essentials.  Sleeping on the forest floor, no more tables and seats…  Only one set 
of work clothes…  Then you have to pack it all out.  Uphill hike to a nine hour work day; 
learning to be leader for a day… Jeez.  Poor Anna...  By the end of the day no one wants 
to be leader.  Starting on the wrong trail was a good start, too.  Then the weird guy 
showed up to tell us to get lost.  We ended up just QCing orange crew’s work.  This 
brought us all closer.  There were lots of tears.  Four personal histories in one week...  We 
are the best crew. 
Aubrey Weghorst-Butler 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 Everyday is a challenge.  The physical exercise brings up mental changes and 
sometimes things burrowed away inside.  Still the routine helps.  Knowing that each day 
follows a pattern gives us reassurance.  It teaches us that hard work creates a greater 
appreciation for spare time. 
Aubrey Weghorst-Butler 
 
 The most challenging day at Northwest Youth Corps was the second week.  We 
were pulling blackberries and it must have been 100° F.  We all got dehydrated.  It was 
not fun. 
Nathan Fortin 
 
 I think our most challenging day was the Tuesday of the second week.  It was 
repetitive, boring, and tedious work and it was incredibly hot out.  Everyone was also 
very tired and nobody wanted to work that day. 
Casey Farris 
 
 The most challenging day I have had out here was when my crew was doing 
tedious work the second week.  The heat was miserable, shade was limited & work (like I 
said) was tedious.  Getting scratched up was not my ideal work environment (unless scars 
are left—chicks dig scars).  But dehydration makes people silly. 
Megan Groves 
 
 My most challenging day was Tuesday of the second week.  We were taking out 
blackberries and it was very hot out.  Everybody was tired and grumpy and no one was 
having a good time.  We made it through, though. 
Samantha Duffy 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the 3rd day of week one.  For some reason I 
didn’t want to do it anymore.  But of course, Kelly made it better.  I forget how but he 
did.  He told me, “It will be better if you wait for it.”  That helped a lot. 
Alex LeClair 
 



 My most challenging day at NYC was the Tuesday at the second week when we 
were doing noxious weed pulling with blackberries.  It was hard mentally because I felt 
that the blackberries would still grow back even though we were taking the roots out, and 
top off that the place we were working was right next to a concrete wall so I felt confined 
by surroundings.  The day was really hot and the repetitive motion took the energy out of 
all of us after nine hours of chopping the blackberries. 
Lydia Zowada 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the last full day.  The crew was in a state of 
dreaming apathy and staying motivated was difficult; not to mention trying to motivate 
others!  Ah, but we all made it so all is well.   
Ryan McVay 
 
 …Thursday of week five because I was crew-leader of the day. 
Tashi W. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 Nate’s unintentional jokes at dinner…  Dehydrated dances in Fremont…  Alex’ 
little Sally Walker dance…  Seeing the sunrise shine on the water and the spider webs on 
the ferns, in myself…  Knowing that all things continue as they have since the dawn of 
time; realizing I am but a speck and blink and I should live life shameless. 
Aubrey Weghorst-Butler 
 
 Three of my favorite days at NYC is rec trips.  We got to go to Diamond Lake 
and swim.  Another was I got to see my parents. 
Nathan Fortin 
 
 I have multiple favorite NYC experiences.  The silliness that comes out as a result 
of getting to know your crew members better, the shameless farting contests, the 
interesting things we cook up backcountry, the count offs that we don’t actually use & the 
last minute count offs that we come up with on the bus ride. 
Megan Groves 
 
 My second shower when I was actually dirty and the water was warm, my third 
shower when I got the chance to straighten my hair and meeting all the amazing people I 
have met so far. 
Samantha Duffy 
 
 My favorite experiences this session at NYC were the first shower, the second 
was the second shower and the third was the third shower. 
Casey Farris 
 
 I have many, many favorite moments at NYC.  One of them would have to be 
finding the stick.  It’s self-explanatory.  Second would be not doing blackberries 
anymore.  Last, but not least, would have to be taking out rocks and rollin’ ‘em down a 
hill, taking out trees with it. 



Alex LeClair 
 
 I really enjoyed all of our group hugs after people gave their personal histories.  
The Fremont was amazing and I remember walking through the forest with numerous 
kinds of wildflowers and thinking to myself that I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else 
because everyone was happy and looking at an amazing view below. 
 I will also never forget the days at trail work when we would all sing the Beatles 
songs and the pork and beans song while laughing hysterically over nothing at all because 
we were tired and slightly dehydrated from the sun.  Those moments were hilariously 
funny. 
Lydia Zowada 
 

1. Getting to know my leader and rovers 
2. Getting to know my crew 
3. Views from my worksite. 

Ryan McVay 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 Never judge someone until you’ve heard their PH.  Friendship knows no age.  
Pickle, pepperoni, turkey, mayonnaise sandwiches will make you sick.  It’s ok to laugh, 
but not at Nathan.  No matter how old you get, your mom jokes are still fun and your 
face, that’s what she said. 
Aubrey Weghorst-Butler 
 
 It is not all about me, it’s about the crew and personal history is a good thing to 
know about someone.  If someone is having a bad day, help them out.  Be nice. 
Nathan Fortin 
 
 I learned that being a family means more than just doing your chores.  Help out 
when possible, be aware of crew members’ feelings, etc.  I also learned Wacky 
Wednesday is a day of unintentional occurrences, vans die when doors are left open, I 
love to run, I am ambidextrous and snow is a good nature wipe. 
Megan Groves 
 
 I learned how to fix a barbed-wire fence, dig a trail, and to drink a lot of water.  I 
also learned to be more accepting of people even when they are annoying me.  I learned 
that blackberries are painful and poison oak needs to be avoided. 
Samantha Duffy 
 
 I learned that I still don’t enjoy NYC, I still can’t cook and I started to learn to 
have patience with other people. 
Casey Farris 
 
 I learned not to judge a person by what he/she is wearing.  I’ve done that a lot this 
session.  I’ve learned that it’s not all about me.  I learned Kelly is cool.  Also I learned 
that I can do hard work. 



Alex LeClair 
 
 I learned how to work harder than I ever have before while learning how to dig 
trail and stretch barbed wire.  Most importantly, I have learned both how to walk into an 
unfamiliar place with confidence and make a diverse range of friends with all different 
backgrounds.  It’s shown me how much the little gestures can matter. 
Lydia Zowada 
 
 I learned not to judge others according to my standard, leadership is more than 
technical skills and never to eat a day old tuna sandwich.  Oh, and snow is a great nature 
wipe. 
Ryan McVay 
 
 Tashi learned how to tie knots, make the red crew have fun and where to travel to 
when I’m older. 
Tashi Weinstein 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 There is no competition out in the woods.  There is no need to shave, to smell 
good or to wash your self.  You have no one to impress, you have no one to let down.  
You will not be judged, you will not be abandoned.  Here we are all a family.  
Aubrey Weghorst-Butler 
 
 One thing I will always remember is that you need to learn how to be self 
sufficient and how to make friends and all of the good things. 
Nathan Fortin 
 
 I will always remember how hairy my legs got, how smelly my arm pits got, how 
hard I worked, how sore I was/am, how diverse people can be, how beautiful Mother 
Earth is, how cozy backcountry tents can be (and the night it fell down on us), how 
hungry I get when I work, but most of all I will remember how wonderful my crew was! 
�  � �

Megan Groves 
 
 I will probably always remember some of the people I met here and the funny 
things that happened.  I will remember that I made trails that people will hike on and I 
will remember how I made them. 
Samanta Duffy 
 
 I will always remember the experience as a whole.  And the sticks… 
Casey Farris 
 
 I will always remember what I did at NYC.  I will remember I can do it, that other 
people aren’t weird by what they wear.  I will always remember what Kelly told me; that 
is a huge thing that helped me through NYC. 
Alex LeClair 



 
 I will always remember the gigantic group hug that everyone gave me while they 
all sang, “Lean on Me” as a chorus.  This was when I was having an emotional day and 
they all knew how to make me smile and laugh because of their funny jokes.  It proved 
how well we all got along and that we all had an understanding for each other. 
Lydia Zowada 
 
 I will always remember the crew and my leader.  The views and contacts are also 
very memorable. 
Ryan McVay 
 
 I, Tashi Weinstein, had a wonderful time with the eight people I was with for five 
weeks.  The closing of this session is sad but I will remember Ryan, Megan, Casey, Sam, 
Nathan, Alex, Lydia, & Aubrey.  I loved my rovers and crew leaders. 
Tashi Weinstein 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 …Accept myself for who I am.  Every person comes from somewhere.  Everyone 
has a past, everyone has fears.  Don’t give in to the idea that you are any different.  Don’t 
run from what makes you; you.  It’s ok to be lonely, it’s ok to be afraid, it’s ok to need 
someone to talk to.  All of us are the same inside. 
Aubrey Weghorst-Butler 
 
 Be respectful to others.  Be kind to people who do not deserve it.  Respect others 
opinions.  Love camping outside in the woods; know how to do work. 
Nathan Fortin 
 
 From now on I will not shower daily, I will appreciate my free time, I will be 
thankful for my normal diet, I will be thankful of non-iodine good old H20, I will be 
thankful for not having to smell Ryan’s farts and from now on I will have compassion for 
all peoples & work my hardest always! 
Megan Groves 
 
 From now on I will always be me.  I didn’t change as a person in five weeks 
although I had some great experiences.  I will always be true to myself.  I will always 
remember what I have. 
Samantha Duffy 
  
 I will continue to be the same. 
Casey Farris 
 
 From now on I will always work to my full extreme cuz I know I can.  I will 
always talk to someone instead of judging them.  I will do more with my life, not just 
what I do now.  I will become a leader. 
Alex LeClair 
 



 From now on I will really notice all of the manual labor that goes into the trails I 
hike on and I will make sure I respect the natural environment even more because every 
time I think about it, the more apparent it is that there is nothing that can make you feel 
more full of life that living in the wilderness for five weeks and sleeping under the trees 
and stars. 
Lydia Zowada 
 
 From now on I will always enjoy my civilized comforts.  I will always look at 
people with a clean slate and always enjoy nature. 
 
 I will always enjoy life and be a girl that doesn’t think that everyone hates her for 
who she is. 
Tashi Weinstein 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Kat Mullins 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  N. Umpqua Invasive Species 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Diamond Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend was hectic and fun.  I arrived about 5 minutes late and got into the 
orientation halfway through the video.  Then I cycled through all of the stations and 
learned about everything that I was going to be doing.  After a giant dinner, we all headed 
to bed to get some rest for the long next day.  In the morning we packed up our tents and 
trailers and drove to our first campsite.  When we arrived we set up camp and had some 
Big Fun, the SEED followed and we had a 30 minute writing session.  After all of that 
was finished, we all finally went to bed.   
Anon 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are in the Umpqua National Park removing the invasive species of 
Scotch broom so that it won’t be spread by the people putting up new power lines.  We 
started out the day a little slow, but we got a lot done today.  We were on a race against 
the power people coming up the hill.  On a personal note, I jumped headlong into a pile 
of poison oak. 
 Power people were mean.  We had to do tick checks every 3 minutes and both 
Steph and Claire got ticks.  Pretty steep, short �  hike with good view…  Once again we 
had to Technu.  New hug record:  83 seconds for Steph.  Then we ate. 
To be continued… 
Ryan Smith 
 



WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we were set on NOT getting ticks and sunburns and poison oak.  
DEFINITELY NOT POISON OAK!!  We also wanted to get done with work quickly.  
We got that done.  I had no ticks a not-so-bad sunburn and we all got our work done!  
WOOO! 
Ryan Smith 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we, the orange crew, learned that our muscles combined can clear a 
mountain, six sites of Scotch broom and a thicket of blackberry bushes.  Still with time to 
spend; like how we spent our time swimming!  That was F-U-N!  I learned that not only 
girls can screech out a scream breaking the threshold of pain (Mat L.), but in a nut shell, I 
think we all learned how to have a good time, even while we were weeding for 8.5 hours. 
Stephanie Corah 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Our crew’s biggest challenge was not getting poison oak, which is hard when you 
wade through it.  And also ticks, which love us.  Thank God for Technu.  At last we got 
to take SHOWERS, yeah!  I feel so happy now that I’m clean, well, kinda.  We did a lot 
of hiking and pulled a lot of Scotch broom.  The view was amazing.  I think our biggest 
accomplishment was coming together.  Our crew is starting to feel more like friends 
instead of strangers.  Well, that’s all folks! 
Mat Forcum 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Kat Mullins 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Silver Creek Bridge 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont-Winema 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We went to the rec trips then we went to the Fremont to find it filled with dust.  
We set our tents up.  The guys set up their tent in a giant dust pit so the guys are very 
dusty. 
Mat Lindsay 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project was 3 main things:  lopping, bridge and trail.  The bridge was 
awesomely frustrating.  We did so well that our contact wants us to come back and do 
another project for him later in the session.  Well, I’m runnin’ out of room so good bye 
and see ya next week. 
Mat Forcum 



 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we had two goals, one was to build a bridge, the other was to build a 
large section of trail.  Even though it seemed impossible, we finished the trail and made 
good headway on the bridge.  Today is hump day and we are ahead of schedule; however 
not everything went smoothly.  Will got stung by a bee, Vincent dropped the level in the 
stream (on accident) and Mat F threw his loppers off the trail.  After work we went 
swimming and got sodas from our contact.  We’re all excited for showers on Friday! 
Claire Persichetti 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew had a goal to finish lopping the entire long trail.  Our crew leaders and 
rover didn’t think we could do it by the end of Wednesday, but we did.  We not only 
surprised ourselves, but our crew leaders as well.  We learned that just taking a little 
section (each person) will finish a lot more and give us time to do the other lopping on 
the other side of the bridge as well.  We each learned that if we have a certain time for a 
section (30 min, 45 min) we will get a lot done and make our crew leaders surprised and 
our contact very happy. 
Vincent Persyn 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We finished the bridge and did more trail work than we were told to do.  The 
contact thought that we did so well that he wanted us to come again and work.  Some of 
our crew challenges were getting to work on time and lots of times we would clock on 
late.  We also had trouble breaking down camp.  It took us awhile and it took us about an 
hour instead of about 40 minutes.  Many of our crew members had a hard time drinking 
enough water and withstanding the sun’s heat.  The dirt and dust was very intense at the 
camp and worksite.  We are all very glad that we did a lot of work, finished the bridge 
and will be able to take showers.  Completing week 2 was a great accomplishment. 
Ella Piatt 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Kat Mullins 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Juanita Lake Hand Piling 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Klamath 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Goosenest 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 There were fun rec trips and Claire & Vincent went on the same one (we bought a 
salad—epic, much?)  There was also a wicked thunderstorm that had lots of rain and Mat 
Forcum helped build trenches for the guys’ tents and Will helped build trenches for the 
girls—thank you boys!  We came to a new site in California (YAY) and Mat Forcum was 



excited because he has never been to California.  Our job is slash-piling—only I am 
happy! 
Vincent Persyn 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week the orange crew, we, are making slash piles in NE CALIFORNIA!  
Slash piling is tedious and constricting.  I think our crew is capable of a much higher 
level of work.  It’s all a mental game, I guess; similar to lopping.  But other than the fact 
that I am bored out of my mind, it is fun to talk to the crew without being out of breath.  I 
really enjoy our crew.  They are pretty tight and on the plus side, we are in California, 
which is awesome.   
 We got a new rover.  Her name is Julianne.  She works extremely hard even 
though the work is terrible.  I think she’s cool cuz she is from Vermont.  Today was 
sweet.  I guess we got escorted out to the forest to safe ground and watched the Forest 
Service shoot down a stagnate branch with a shotgun.  I guess we were in “danger” 
because we were 900 feet away from the shrapnel.  I felt like a Hell’s Angel.  I swear 
they would have got me if I haven’t had left.  It would have been like a duck hunt…but 
with humans.  I would have had to duck for cover or have hid in a cave.  How SCARRY!  
Thrilling… 
Stephanie Corah 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goal this week is to swamp a whole lot of sticks and twigs and cut up tree 
parts that our rover and crew leader have chain-sawed.  The piles have to be at least 6-8 
ft. wide and 6-8 ft high.  We have already got about 10-15 big piles.  Another goal was to 
brush and lop as well.  Most (actually all except me) were excited to be done swamping 
today because they find it very tedious and boring.  We are happy it’s hump day of hump 
week—our crew leader has already spoiled us with candy and sugared cereals—YAY!  
Thank you Kat!  We are happy because we have to work a 7 hour day tomorrow and then 
showers and a big surprise on Friday!  Orange Crew is pumped! 
Vincent Persyn 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We continued to swamp and put sticks and logs in a pile. It was boring and we 
don’t even get to see them BURN!  Yesterday we had a fire SEED that was fun and we 
made s’mores.  Yum.  I burned all my marshmallows.  We worked a 7 ½ hour day.  It 
was hot and sunny.  We all had to be reminded to drink enough water.  I started feeling 
dehydrated but my crew helped me keep hydrated.  We had Vince as morning meister.  I 
helped him out and he did a great job being morning leader.  Steph was a great work 
leader and she did very well keeping us working and drinking enough water.  Claire is 
evening leader and she’s doing very well.  She does a good job making sure every one’s 
doing something and everything is done. 
 This week we have grown together and we have become good friends and we 
have grown like a family.  We are all enjoying being and working as a team.  Yeah! 
Orange Crew!! 



Ella Piatt 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 WE GOT DONE WITH SLASH PILING!!!  WOOT!  Anyway we were all really 
happy, although we almost lost a member.  We’re all really happy.  I don’t want this to 
end.  We went to Klamath Falls and got to do laundry.  WOOT! And Kat took us to 
���������	


����		�
�� Then on our way out of Klamath Falls, Kat let us stop at 
����
�����


�� YEA DAWG!!!  Will bought an ER 911, some stickers and a Dutch 
Mafia mug.  I envy him so much!  He even let me have a sip of his 911.  It was sooooo 
good!  ��� �����
�����
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Ryan Smith 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Kat Mullins 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  N. Umpqua Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Roseburg BLM 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We drove into our weekend site and was ambushed by gold crew.  I went to 
Diamond Lake.  Later Saturday parents came to our site.  We made BBQ chicken for 
dinner.  Sunday we were last crew packed.  We went to go meet our contact.  We might 
lose the dino-van. 
Mat Lindsay 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are doing backcountry at North Umpqua River.  We are building a whole new 
trail.  We are cutting roots and digging up rocks.  We are having a lot of fun digging trail.  
We are digging trail to re-route around a land slide that happened a long time ago. 
Ella Piatt 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew had some very special goals this week.  Kat flagged out goals for each 
day. And if we make them, we get a special surprise!  YAY!  How exciting!  Well, my 
brain feels funny so I’m done writing.  Good bye.  Oh and I’ve done 3 sessions so I know 
how to write the journal. 

THE END. 
Matt Forcum 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We, orange crew, learned how to build trail and how to top-line, do quality 
control and digging the tread.  We also learned about working together and helping each 



other out.  Being in backcountry, this was especially important because we were all so 
tired when we got back from work and we still had chores & SEED.  Even though our 
crew is already extremely close and we work well together anyway, it still really helped 
for situations like that. 
Vincent Persyn 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Some challenges we had this week was our first ever 10 hour day.  We wanted to 
reach a goal that was reachable but we were all tired, before and after WE REACHED 
OUR GOAL!  It was amazing!  By the end of the week (Fridays truly are amazing) we 
had done a super good job on the trail and we had accomplished our immediate goal!  
Finishing the everyday goals and the end of the week goals was a real accomplishment 
for us.  The challenge and the accomplishment was hiking back to the van at the end of 
the week.  We all got there though (accomplishment) and it was worth it because we got 
to shower at the Roseburg BLM, which we felt was a well deserved reward for our hard 
work. 
Vincent Persyn 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Kat Mullins 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  TRTRO2 Rec Trail #160 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont- Winema 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we spent at the week 3 weekend site.  Our crew arrived last, 
blasting the Eagles “Take it to the Limit” from the van.  The next morning we had 
blueberry and gingerbread pancakes before we left on our rec trips.  Vince and I went to 
Lost Creek Lake where we met up with Stephanie, Carly, Mat L, and Ryan S.  We spent a 
relaxing day sitting by the lake and swimming (except Vince who forgot his swimsuit).  
All in all it was a great weekend. 
Claire Persichetti and Vincent Persyn 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are in the Fremont again, and we are building new trail.  In the 
morning we started out in one large bump line and our rover did a lot of sawing.  After 
lunch we separated into two bump lines and worked hard for 4 hours straight.  The day 
seemed to fly by even though it was a 9 hour day and I felt good afterward.  I think that 
this will be a great week. 
A Cocoa Chicken 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 This week we had to build trail that was 1 mile and 1/8 long.  One of the 
challenges of the trail was the grass in the road which could be quite difficult, even with 
the excellent NYC tools provided.  We set a goal for today and we finished it (in record 
time!  � !)  The trail looks phenomenal so far, and I know whatever goal we have 
tomorrow, we will finish.  Another bonus is that Doug, our contact, loved our work when 
he visited us on Tuesday.  He, Kat and of course, the orange crew were very proud of our 
5th week work! 
Vincent Persyn 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to build a whole new trail and some learned how 
to QC (Quality Control).  Most of us learned the importance of staying hydrated by 
seeing either the results of dehydration and/or experiencing it.  Some people get grumpy, 
others may get tired and sometimes people would get crazy.  That would be funny, but 
not when they were tired or grumpy.  Hydration is very important due to fact that we 
were at the Fremont, which is dry, dusty, hot and sunny. 
Ella Piatt 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We pretty much busted our butts throughout the entire week.  Doug gave us soda 
so we got through the week with ICE WATER!!  YEAH!   Then we put some posts in.  
That was boring, but we got through it.  It’s all good in the neighborhood!  I LOVE 
NYC!!  I’m coming back next year so watch out!! 
Ryan Smith 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 Week 4 was the most challenging for me.  We were working a 10 hour day (our 
first one ever) and it was hot and I (just like everyone else) was tired and it seemed (to 
me at least) that we would never reach our goal.  I am glad that we never had to do a 10 
hour day anywhere before because we, at least, had trees on week 4 to make it less hot—
anywhere else would have been awful! 
Vincent Persyn 
 
 The most challenging day for me was the first day of week two when our crew 
was building trail in the Fremont.  It was an extremely hot and dusty day and along with 
having a cold, I also wasn’t used to the altitude.  The combination of those factors made 
the work seem to just drag by, but with the help of my crew, I was able to make it 
through the day. 
Claire Persichetti 
 
 The most challenging day for me was the first day.  I used a latrine.  It was a 
landmark event in my life.  I am very proud. 
Josh 
 



 My most challenging day was the backcountry hike.  I felt good at the end 
because it was hard. 
Mat Forcum 
 
 My most challenging day was the day on week 4 that I was sick.  It was 
frustrating because I wanted to push myself harder than ever because I was leader of the 
day, but I felt terrible. 
Carly Pedersen 
 
 My hardest day was June 18th, the day we walked/hiked Satan’s Peak.  It was the 
middle of the first week, my feet were aching, my doubts were high and I was extremely 
frustrated that none of the boys other than Mat F would carry water.  Not only was the 
hike a million feet of vertical incline over what a half a mile but we had just walked 
through Hell-ville.  I had never been so frightened in my life.  But the hike was so 
intense, luckily I had Carly by my side to help me make my way up; end up finishing 3rd.  
It was a great bonding experience. 
Stephanie Corah 
 
 My hardest day was the backcountry hike.  It sucked hard core, but it also rocked 
in some ways. 
Ryan Smith 
 
 My most challenging day was backcountry. 
Mat Lindsay 
 
 My hardest day was when we were in the Fremont and we had to dig through rock 
hard clay to stick fence posts up. 
Ella Piatt 
  
 Leaving my new OC…  (Orange Crew) 
Wil 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE:  
 One of my three favorite NYC experiences were introducing “Olga” to our crew.  
Even though she wasn’t real, but she brought out a lot in the orange crew and the rest of 
NYC with all her craziness.  Another one was bonding with my crew.  I love them all so 
much and they are such an amazing group of kids.  I don’t think my NYC experience 
would be the same without them.  My third was going to Coldstone at the end of the third 
week as a reward/surprise and eating yummy ice cream and singing “Bleeding Love” by 
Leona Lewis when it came on the radio. 
Vincent Persyn 
 
 My first favorite experience at NYC happened during the first week of work.  
Carly and I were assigned to pull Scotch broom from the road leading up to the power 
poles where the rest of the crew was working.  It was fun powering up the hill and getting 
to know Carly better.  Another one of my favorite experiences was the first Friday when 



we went to Diamond Lake to do showers and laundry.  It was so nice to get clean!  My 
third favorite experience at NYC would have to be those crazy moments after dinner 
when the crew goes insane.  I’ve never laughed so hard in my active life. 
Claire Persichetti 
 
 First was the thunderstorm while the sun set with Megan.  Second was bonding 
with my crew.  Third was challenging myself. 
Mat Forcum 
 
 Singing “Don’t Stop Believing” in the van; dancing to Little Sally Walker around 
Mat and being out in the backcountry. 
Carly Pedersen 
 
 The best time here was June 27th.  We had a store stop at this weird old broken 
down small town gas station, but inside, there was a diner!!  I got onion rings and a 
chocolate caramel milkshake; by far the best treat I have ever had in my life. 
Stephanie Corah 
 
First:  Thunderstorm 
Second:  Orientation 
Ryan Smith 
 

1) Thunderstorm 
2) Van rides 
3) Working 

Ella Piatt 
 

1) Singing in van 
2) Orientation 
3) Thunderstorm 

Mat Lindsay 
 

1. Eating 
2. Sleeping 
3. Working 

Wil 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 At NYC I learned a pretty good work ethic, how to NOT judge people from what 
they looked/look like on the outside (the inside is what matters) and how to NOT care 
what I look like on the outside.  Even if my clothes aren’t perfect or clean from the 
elements of working, it doesn’t matter because no one’s clothes are going to look perfect 
(especially at NYC). 
Vincent Persyn 
 



 At NYC I learned how to live without all the comforts available at home, not to 
judge people based on first impressions, and the meaning of hard work. 
Claire Persechetti 
 
 I learned to live better in the wild, be a better worker and to trust others. 
Josh 
 
 I learned that I’m a great cook and every mistake is a learning experience. 
Mat Forcum 
 
 I learned how to build better trail, expand my leadership skills and reign in my 
competitive side. 
Carly Pedersen 
 
 I learned not only a strong work ethic, but how I handle myself in exhaustion and 
discomfort.  I think that coming here has really made me humble and appreciative of my 
“normal life” and my family. 
Stephanie Corah 
 
 At NYC I learned to be a hard worker.  I also learned how to work for long 
periods of time as well as working hard during that time.  SWEET! 
Ryan Smith 
 
 At NYC I learned to be a hard worker and about the ecosystem. 
Mat Lindsay 
 
 At NYC I learned how to “QC” better and how to work faster, better and with 
better quality.  I learned how to live and work with and as a crew/team.  I’ve learned 
survival skills for living in the woods. 
Ella Piatt 
 
 …The value of doing it right the first time! 
Wil 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember my amazing friendships.  They have gotten me through 
when I was sad, homesick, happy, tired and all sorts of emotions.  Without them, I would 
not be complete at NYC. 
Vincent Persyn 
 
 I will always remember when Vince went to get the yellow tops during second 
week and when he was coming back to the van he tripped over the kitchen tarp and did a 
face plant in the dirt.  I was laughing so hard that I was crying. 
Claire Persichetti 
 



 My crew.  I will never forget all of my friends and my leaders.  They are 
exceptional. 
Josh 
 
 My crew and experience at this session. 
Mat Forcum 
 
 I will also always remember Vince tripping.  I will also remember my crew and 
crew leader. 
Carly Pedersen 
 
 I will always remember my time spent here at NYC.  I think it has changed me, 
even if I don’t know how yet.  I will also remember some of the great people here. 
Stephanie Corah 
 
 I will always remember the people I’ve met here.  I will never forget them.  They 
will always be in my heart. 
Ryan Smith 
 
 I will always remember singing “Don’t Stop Believing” by Journey in the van. 
Mat Lindsay 
 
 I will always remember my rovers, crew leader and crew members.  I will always 
remember beautiful Oregon. 
Ella Piatt 
 
 …My crew-mates and our awesome crew leader, Kat. 
Wil 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always sleep inside.  I loved camping and sleeping in the tents 
with my guys, but it’s much more enjoyable sleeping in my own bed or a hotel bed.  
There are no annoying mosquitoes or dumb snoring from the other guys. 
Vince Persyn 
 
 From now on I will always appreciate the trails that I hike on.  Having built trail 
myself, I will never again look at a trail the same way. 
Claire Persichetti 
 
 From now on I will always do my best to leave no trace and treat the environment 
with respect and live in it peacefully. 
Josh 
 
 Try to take my approach easy and slow.  Everybody learns slowly. 
Mat 
 



From now on I will try and be more patient. 
Carly Pedersen 
 
 From now on I will always give it my all.  I will appreciate the luxuries I have at 
home and I will cherish and live in the moment at hand. 
Stephanie 
 
 From now on I will always, when I go camping, respect the wildlife.  I will 
always dig a sump pool to screen the water I use. 
Ryan Smith 
 
 From now on I will always work 10 times more harder. 
Mat Lindsay 
 
 I will always be able to talk to people easier. 
Ella Piatt 
 
 Work harder than before. 
Wil 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Hagar Mountain Trail 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont-Winema 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 

 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Got up early this morning and started our day by eating handfuls of cereal and 
loaded our trailer and left the main building and headed for our trip.  I personally thought 
it was a very long drive, but now we are here and we met up with the park ranger and he 
told us a couple of stories. 
 I am a little worried about getting up every morning and working in the hot sun. 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we got up at six thirty and had oatmeal and granola with milk for breakfast.  
Work started at 7:15.  Our project this week is restoring trails in the high desert of 
Southeastern Oregon.  The work started out fairly easy and got steadily harder throughout 
the day.  By the end most of us were completely worn out.  In some places there were lots 
of trees and in some places thee were almost none.  We all cheered whenever a cloud 
covered the sun.  This week we are scheduled to restore 2 miles of trail, but today we 
cleared over a mile.  We are way ahead of schedule.  Right now everyone is busy with 
camp chores and some of us are ready for bed. 



Max DeFrisco 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We got up a little late today and had breakfast.  Then we went to work until 3:40, 
but we started at 7:40.  We played a couple games that were about riddles.  It makes the 
time go faster when you are having fun.  And now we are back at camp doing our chores 
that are not fun, but we have to do them.  We got a lot of our work done and had fun at 
the same time. 
Jeremy Black 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The goals we made are to finish the trail, not die of heat exhaustion and to keep a 
positive attitude.  Today we worked hard and Jenna came with us.  It was really hot, but 
we made it.  We had to stay until four because we lost tools & it seemed to go by fast.  
Now everyone is doing their chores and talking to each other.  Today was short, but so 
far it’s been good. 
Winnie Larson 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 OK! 
 So Lissa and I got up at 5:40 am today to make breakfast, but only to find out that 
we didn’t have to get up till 6:00 am.  UGH…  I’m so tired.  I’m sure we all are.  After 
breakfast we left to finish the trail.  It took a lil bit for some people to get started, like 
myself.  We need coffee!!  LOL!  But after the first 15 minutes, we were back in the 
groove.  Then we worked our butts off till break.  Then we worked hard again, then later 
on in the day Doug came to talk with us about the history of the mountains and it was so 
cool!  Then we had lunch; then we were determined to finish our project… AND WE 
DID!  We were so happy, but now we are getting ready for dinner and getting ready for 
Friday and getting to know our new neighbors and their horses. 
Justina Rice 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week our biggest challenge was staying focused on the trail.  Our first day, 
we had cleared a lot more than expected and we all thought that meant that we could 
socialize.  Each day we finish more and we had finally hit the 2 mile mark on 
Wednesday.  I think that in my opinion that was our accomplishment and we earned an 
amazing reward at the end of it.  On Friday we got showers, laundry and phone calls 
home on pay phones.  But to add onto accomplishments, now we’re clean and don’t smell 
as bad. 
Lissa Linch 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
WEEK # 2 
 



PROJECT NAME:  Noxious Weed Treatment 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Deschutes 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Our crew went on different rec trips this weekend and then went back to the 
weekend site and got ready to go to different worksites.  We had fun while we worked on 
packing up different trailers and helping everyone. 
Crystal Fagan 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are camping at 2 different sites.  Our job entails pulling weeds; a 
skill that no one can live without.  Mostly knapweed, an invasive species native to Sicily, 
most likely carried over in shipments of grain.  Although not as damaging to the high 
desert area as it is to the mid-west were it is threatening the ecosystem.  It is so prolific 
there, it pushes out the produces such as grasses and other plant life that small animals 
eat.  Without food for these animals, they begin to die off and as they are food for so 
much other animals, the whole system breaks down, so it is critical that this weed is 
removed and not allowed to take over. 
 Along with knapweed, we are also removing a skunk cabbage like plant, which no 
one seems to know much about.  But I digress… This evening we are setting up camp 
and preparing (if you can call it that) for work in a new place on Wednesday.  Not sure 
quite what we are doing in the new place as far as what we are removing, but if we can 
maintain PMA it should go as smoothly as everything else has gone so far. 
Me  (Justina) 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we hope to get all of our hours done and keep a steady pace.  Another 
is getting a move on without Arianna, but she said she’d give us cookies at some point in 
our last few weeks.  Soon in a few days we will go to Diamond Lake for our weekend site 
and then we get our next job. 
Lissa Linch 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 OK!  So yesterday night all the kids/young adults had a meeting—just them—no 
crew leaders.  We talked about how we are going to change the way we act towards each 
other and how we are going to get along for the next 3 ½ to 3 weeks.  Yesterday we lost a 
member because of the way we acted towards her and each other, so we are going to take 
the chance to learn from our mistakes.  Today was a great start.  We got a lot done.  We 
were there for each other when we needed it and from what I saw we all put in the effort 
to change and become better people, better friends, a better team and soon to be a better 
and closer family.  I’m looking forward to the next 3 or so weeks.  Now we are doing our 
chores and getting ready for dinner and we are all getting along with each other. 
 So, yeah.  That was our Thursday. 



P.S.  Don’t pick knapweed for 4 days!!!  It’s given us all nightmares!  ATTACK OF THE 
KNAPWEED! 
Justina Rice 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we had a lot of challenges.  The biggest was losing the best worker on 
our crew, Arianna.  After she left we became more angry at each other playing the blame 
game.  Our accomplishment was coming to terms with ourselves about why she had left.  
We had a meeting about what we could do to make ourselves better and what we needed 
to do to make everyone feel like they belong and have a place on our crew.  Now we are 
having daily meetings to see how everyone’s day is going and we try hard to understand 
one another. 
Lissa Linch 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  TRTR02 Rec Trail #160 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont-Winema 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
SUNDAY…….  UGH! 
 So Sunday…  We got up at 7:00 am.  Fun?  Sure, why not.  I didn’t sleep all night 
so it’s most likely different for me.  After we got up we packed up camp, and cleaned it 
up!  Then we found out what site we were going to and who our new rover was…  
Personally I’m going to have to get used to him, but hopefully I’ll get used to him and not 
be such a butt face to him.  After all that we were off to our new site.  MMM…  More 
trees and bugs!  It’s what we all wanted…  We stopped in Bend to use pay phones and 
get some munchies for the week.  Then we were outta there, away from all the places we 
all say we can’t live without; Taco Bell, Micky D’s, etc. and over all it’s not so bad after 
all.  Not having coffee is a lot harder than some of the other things but I’ll get over it 
eventually.  But now we are in camp doing chores, laughing, having a blast, being 
teenagers, getting ready for another weeks’ hard work…  MMM…  Peanut butter jelly!  
“Laugh out Loud!”  “Inside joke”—ask about it later.  It’s funny.  It’s just something we 
like to joke about to keep us going. 
Justina Rice 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 I got up at 5:30 to make breakfast and then we all got on the bus and headed to the 
new work site.  We went over a trail and made a new one.  We were slow in the start but 
got it together after lunch.  All in all, the day was pretty good.  ��� �  
               
        ��������	
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Winnie Larson 



 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are clearing trail in the Fremont area.  It’s slow going, but much 
more interesting than refurbishing.  Today we got to use the rock bar to pry huge rock out 
of the Earth.  We are clearing this trail to connect to an existing trail while bypassing a 
few acres of burned forest.  It was a good week. 
Max DeFrisco 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Some of our goals were to stay positive because we lost two more people in our 
crew.  So we planned on finishing our goals on the trail and I think we are pretty close 
and from what I have seen this week we have had a lot of fun together and we are a lot 
closer as a group—at least I think so. Love 
Justina Rice 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned to listen and work harder.  It was a difficult task because two of 
our crew members were fired.  It was depressing but we made it through the week and 
were able to laugh and smile. 
Crystal Fagan 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 A challenge this week was being a (not counting crew leader and rover) seven 
man strong crew and an accomplishment was finishing more trail than the contact 
thought we would and that made us all feel great because later on our contact brought us 
a cooler filled with ice and soda.  It was GREAT! 
Crystal 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  TRTRO2 Rec Trail #160 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was strange.  The morning was slow, but we really picked it up this 
afternoon.  It’s usually the other way around.  We’re restoring trail again, but our new 
crew member is very helpful.  Now we are once again at camp doing our chores and 
ready to crash for the night. The first thing I will do when I get to Eugene is take a long 
shower. 
Max DeFrisco 
 



TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our crew has been working on various trail tasks/maintenance in Fremont.  We 
have been working on rock removal, digging pretty much new trail.  That has not been 
clearly established.  We are hoping to finish the bit of trail so it is actually usable in this 
gorgeous, but rarely seen by public, area. 
Joe Davis 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals were to make it to certain points of the trail in certain amounts 
of time and we succeeded most of the time.  We worked hard and tried avoiding bugs, 
especially mosquitoes and deerflies, which we did well because we had bug spray.  
Lucky us!  The heat wasn’t too bad either and today makes it the official day we can say 
we only have a week and half left.  Hooray!!! 
Crystal 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we had a little late start for work, but by the afternoon we had some water 
and food and got a whole lot done.  Then after work we went back to camp and got 
started on our chores. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 All the crews met up at the weekend site.  The next day we went on rec trips and 
peoples’ families visited.  The next day we packed up, found out where we’re going and 
whose coming with us!  Then we hit the road.  Also we got an awesome new crew 
member, Joe!  Right now everyone is doing chores and hanging out.  It’s been good so 
far. 
Justina 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Colin Laing 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  TRTRO2 Trail #160 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
SUNDAY:  What did you do this weekend? 
 We all gathered at the weekend site and we all went on rec trips and hung out �   
Afterwards we had the Crew Olympics.  It was challenging, but fun.  It was our last 
weekend together fully and I thought it was spent fairly well.  I will miss everyone 
dearly. 
Winnie Larson 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 This weekend our crew, like usual, split up a little to get some time away from the 
people we spend 24 hours a day with.  After rec trips we gathered Saturday for the epic 
crew Olympics!  After a hard fought battle in the PPG race (we came in 2nd) and a brutal 
Pulaski “T-hold”, we finished up with an intense VESPER YELLOW TOP CHUG!  Our 
entire crew drank 2 gallons of lemonade vesper in around 2 minutes.  It was a great 
weekend. 
Jordan  
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our crew is in the Fremont again for the 5th week in a row, but we have a great 
project this week.  We get to build a bridge.  It’s so awesome and we only have 2 ½ work 
days left! 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals this week consist of us finishing the bridge that we started and ended 
early.  Another goal that we pretty much blew out of the sky was to cover an old dirt road 
for Doug.  Tomorrow we will refurbish a trail for Doug and then get ready for our long 
ride home from the middle of nowhere. 
Melissa Linch 
  
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week was pretty cool because we, us blue crew, got to build a bridge for the 
first time ever. 
 Some parts were really difficult, but because it’s us, blue crew, we still got it 
done.  And every time we got hot we got our head wet and got back to work, but a little 
moment after that I got JD wet and we started a water fight which never ended.  But it 
was a lot of fun.  I am very excited because this is the last week of camp.  Yeah! 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week our crew was challenged to make a bridge.  Well, we finished the 
bridge and it’s amazing.  It goes across a deep but small stream and we used ropes and 
other logs to move it from the hillside to the other high banks of the creek.  We chiseled a 
platform out of the log and made it a safe foot path and then added rails to it.  It was 
possibly the best moment in our crew’s experience, especially since we ended it a day 
and a half early.  As we look at it now, we see how much ten people can change in three 
days. 
Melissa Linch 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 I believe that my most challenging day was probably the first trail day because I 
wasn’t used to working that hard and getting sweaty and dirty.  Also I have a low 
patience level, but I grew into it.  I think that I learned to get along better and it tested my 
patience very well. 
Winnie Larson 



 
 I think my most challenging day was the day we lost Chris and Jeremy.  It was a 
hard day for myself and I’m sure the entire crew, however after being considerably 
demoralized the day before we began work again, we pulled together better than I 
could’ve imagined! 
Jordan 
 
 I think my most challenging day was losing two guys on our crew due to choices 
that they had made, but after, we pulled out of it and got our replacement, Joe, and we 
have been moving pretty strong since then. 
Melissa Linch 
 
 My most challenging day would have to be losing Chris & Jeremy.  It was a 
Sunday and we were entering our third week.  The hardest part was picking ourselves up 
and moving on as a lighter group. 
Max DeFrisco 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the first few days of work and getting 
along with the crew as I came in during 4th week as an alternate. 
Joe Davis 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was when we were in the Fremont working in 
very, very hot weather. 
Bereket 
 
 My most challenging day was Monday or Tuesday of the 3rd week because the 
rover we had was soooo hard to work with, well for me at least.  She made me feel like 
everything I did was wrong, even the smallest things, and she got me to the point where I 
wanted to quit because she made me feel so bad about myself, but you just have to ignore 
people like that and not let them bring you down and that’s what I did. 
Justina Rice 
 
 My most challenging day was when Chris and Jeremy left but I moved on with 
success. 
Crystal Fagan   
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My three favorite experiences at NYC were on the first rec trip where we went to 
Crater Lake; then we went to Pine Mountain Observatory and on super hump day when 
we had high desert theater. 
Melissa Linch 
 
 Number one:  The second week when Kelly was our rover. 
 Number two:  Meeting someone who is now a very good friend and only lives  
                                   20 minutes away (Aubrey) 
 Number three: Building a bridge on the last week 



Max DeFrisco 
 
 Well, first would have to be meeting all these beautiful people; two is probably 
the gorgeous views and sunsets I got to envision and thirdly is feeling that I finished five 
weeks of hard, determining, fun and worthy work days with amazing people. 
Winnie Larson 
 
 My 3 favorite experiences were sleeping under the stars, meeting amazing people 
and hard work with a great reward of hard play afterwards. 
Joe Davis 
 
 My fist favorite NYC experience is when Kelly was teaching SEED the second 
week. 
 My second favorite experience was going swimming after a very hard day of 
work. 
 My third favorite is visiting new places during the weekend. 
 
 One:  An intense game of ultimate Frisbee with Ryan and Kat playing 
 Two:  Looking at objects in the sky through a giant telescope 
           Three:  Meeting my friends from my crew last session 
Jordan 
 
 One:  Learning as much as I did. 
 Two:  Knowing there are people out there that do care about me. 
 Three:  Just being here the majority of the time was great, but it’s had its ups and 
downs.  But there were more ups than downs. 
Justina Rice 
 
 My first favorite experience was getting to know my crew (2) making new friends 
at the weekend site, (3) being able to make it through this session. 
Crystal 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned how to develop a better work ethic on and off the worksite.  I also 
gained better leadership skills for more modern experiences.  I also learned to respect my 
home life a little bit more. 
Melissa Linch 
 
 I learned to be a leader, strengthen a person’s work ethic and how to work with 
many tools I never knew existed. 
Max DeFrisco 
 
 I learned how to get along more with people in a group, some of whom I have 
nothing in common with. 
Winnie Larson 
 



 I learned how to improve my ways up handling stress.  I also learned to be more 
respectful of everyone’s feeling, not just my own.  I also got a chance to improve a little 
more on my work ethic. 
Joe Davis 
 
 I learned how to become a leader to my crew and do what was the best for them. 
Jordan 
 
 At NYC I learned to work as a team and to get along to at least better than 
before… 
 
 I learned a lot about myself.  I learned a little bit more of the responsibilities of 
being a leader.  I learned a lot of coping skills which was one of my goals, ha ha, yes!  
LOL!  And I learned that I’m very mature for my age and I know what I need to do to 
survive and I take things seriously, unlike some people or kids who think this is a time to 
mess around. 
Justina Rice 
 
 I learned to be a leader and to defend myself. 
Crystal Fagan 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 The one thing that I’ll remember is when we were sitting at dinner and JD burst 
out laughing and didn’t stop for 45 minutes. 
Melissa Linch 
 
 One of my best moments at NYC was when Kelly was teaching SEED during the 
second week of camp and how funny he was being. 
Bereket 
 
 I will always remember Justina’s ridiculous laughing attacks during dinner and 
chores. 
Max DeFrisco 
 
 One thing I will always remember is the fun water fight we had at a creek after we 
finished building a bridge.  It was FANTASTIC! 
Winnie Larson 
 
 One think I will always remember is working with such beautiful people and 
being able to spend such quality time with them as well as be in such gorgeous places 
while getting paid for it. 
Joe Davis 
 
 I will always remember the feeling of finishing our bridge the 5th week and of 
course the awesome water fight that followed. 
Jordan 



 
 Oh man, where do I begin?  Ugh…  I’ll remember everything; simple as that. 
Justina Rice 
 
 I’ll remember everything from our first trail to Big Clean. 
Crystal Fagan 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on when my parents ask me to do a job for them, I will do it with a 
smile on my face because now after working for NYC for 5 weeks in difficult weather, I 
found out there is much harder stuff than cutting the grass for my dad. 
Bereket 
 
 From now on my work ethic will be dramatically improved and I will always try 
my hardest with any task I take on. 
Max DeFrisco 
 
 From now on I will always think of positive ways to solve a problem of mine, 
rather than being negative and aggressive about the situation. 
Winnie Larson 
 
 From now on I will always watch for others’ feelings and improve my problem 
solving ability. 
Joe Davis 
 
 I will always listen to what I’m told by my parents and do it. 
Crystal Fagan 
 
 From now on when I face a problem I will look at it with hope and as a challenge 
instead of despairing. 
Jordan    
 
 Do what I want to do or think is right like always. 
Justina Rice 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Gold 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Silver Creek Bridge 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont Winema 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 This weekend our crew all met for the first time.  We were all in the bus when we 
started having problems with the emergency door, but it got fixed and we got on the road.  
We had two store stops before we made it to our campsite and it’s really cool cause we 
are actually at a campground.  So once camp was set up and chores done, we all ate a 
meal of salad, leftover sloppy Joes and stir-fry. 
Nakai Golden 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Team YELLOW fought through dense jungles of 1 foot plants and killer 
mosquitoes.  Using my knowledge of survival tactics, I carried all the tools and the water 
with my pinky to where we ended yesterday.  I told my crew that I would fight off the 
mosquitoes to protect them while they were cutting through the dense jungles of Oregon.  
I didn’t want to make all the other crews look bad so we ended the day.  �   And yes 
Kye’s crew is the best, a quote by George Washington, 1787.   
Kye Ruddell 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goal for the week includes several things.  One is learning about one 
another and each others backgrounds.  Another goal is to learn how to work together in a 
unison formation.  Also to get to the second bridge and clear away all the debris and 
Manzanita & other plants.  Also tonight we have made a delicious dinner.  The second 
bridge seems very far away, but I know that we’ll get there eventually.  If we all work 
together in an orderly fashion, we’ll be fine; of course we’ll be fine.  GOLD CREW IS 
ULTIMATE PAWNAGE. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our gold crew has learned a lot this week or today.  First we learned how to use 
the working tools such as the hoe, the Pulaski, the loppers.  It was hard work and “fun.”  
We learned to get along with each other and we learned how to cook a meal; learned how 
to get up at 5.  I can tell you this is tiring.  Oh, we also learned safety. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Some challenges we faced included slight fatigue and making sure our morale and 
spirits were uplifted.  Cursing and vulgarities have been an issue, but slowly and steadily 
being toned down.  Getting to know one another has been interesting & fun and I’m sure 
new and exciting experiences are still to come.  We made our hours and even got a 
chance to go and swim. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Gold 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  TRTRO2 Rec Trail #160 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont 



RANGER DISTRICT:  Silver Lake 
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, this weekend we played Mafia and I got to visit God the Great.  I went to 
see the almighty boring Crater Lake.  We ate and farted.  I went on a hike to see more 
water.  We got up at 7:00 both days.  We went to eat big sandwiches and drank Pepsi.  
Sandwiches are good.  Our bus broke down.  BUMPY.  Made dinner, went to sleep and 
played with Darth Vader. 
Love, Meeshee 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We have to re-route a trail this week in the Fremont.  It’s just about as hard as last 
week’s project.  The first day’s the hardest, but we’ll get into the rhythm like we always 
do.  As we’re re-routing trail we’re pulling up huge rocks—back-breakers.  Tons o’ fun! 
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, we have to go a mile and a half over ridic rocky ground to connect up with 
a pre-existing trail over here in the Fremont.  Thought of mustangs are present in 
everyone’s mind.  I’m pretty sure that there are more than enough holes in the ground to 
hide the bodies, jk LOL.  I don’t really think the crew is in an awesome mood, but I think 
that we’ll survive.  Peace out all! 
Mike  
 
HUMP DAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we have learned how to work better as a whole.  We also learned how 
to work silently during work, as much as that sucks.  But one of the more important 
lessons is that Positive Mental Attitudes can make all the difference.  Each day we are all 
learning things about each other and it will only make us a stronger group.  On a final 
note, Kaniela learned that cows are big and can run fast and petting them is a life risk. 
Canada (Aaron) 
 
THURSDAY: 
 Today was a well motivated day.  Ryan said if we got to the 166 paces we would 
get pizza.  Unfortunately we were rushing to get the 166 marker and we didn’t get a 
couple spots as well as we could have.  This still proves we have been working harder, 
better, faster, stronger… so it’s possible if we do a quick clean-up on what we missed.  
We’re working better as a team.  Tomorrow we will be finishing up and heading to the 
weekend site. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew managed to do 2 days where we made 150 paces of trail out 
of the 5 days we worked.  Shortly after arrival, water became an issue.  The crew went 
without water at the worksite for over an hour, but it hardly obstructed our 100 pace goal.  
Despite the water crisis we still managed to complete our ½ mile goal for the week, but 
the end of Thursday left us a big problem.  A crew-member cut himself severely while 



making kindling.  The injury slowed us down but did not stop gold crew’s awesome 
might as we completed the goal of ½ mile.  The biggest challenge on the trail was the 
rocky outcroppings deeper into the forest.  We faced a lot of frustration as a result of the 
tedious work, swarming mosquitoes and dry heat.  Gold crew broke through their 
problems and did their best possible job on the trail. 
Aaron LeClair 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Gold 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Rec Maintenance Facility 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Rogue River-Siskiyou 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Prospect 
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was fun.  We got to dry our wet clothes after the storm last night.  There is 
a cool swimming area where we are camped at.  I am really hungry and I want to eat 
warm food for a change. 

                                                           
Kaniela Cook 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Oh my God!  Today was the worst day we had.  All of us worked hard, but our 
work, in general, was difficult.  The highlight of today was our food—yeah. 
Kye Ruddell 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we worked with tools in the sun.  It was hot.  Now I hope we will, for 
once, eat hot food!  Oh, we swam for 30 minutes.  That’s what Ryan says; I say it was 10 
minutes, but it’s cool. 

      
Nick Harty 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned that busy work in a parking lot is super lame, but spreading 
barbed wire in a valley is also tough.  But it is definitely a very team oriented project.  
We also learned that after a work day, a cold swim in the creek is awesome. 
Nakai Golden 



 
THURSDAY:  Describe how this will apply in the future and today’s activities: 
 Today we spread 250 paces of wire fence and two cow filter things.  We did more 
today than in any other single day. 
 This experience gives us a full view of what long hours and hard work is like.  It 
gives something that looks amazing on resumes’ and applications.  Everyone will go 
home with integrity and leadership as well. 
Aaron 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week went very well.  Despite the intense dry heat in the middle of the day, 
barbed wiring helped us build confidence in ourselves and in our crew’s capabilities to 
work well with one another.  The lack of mosquitoes was a nice change along with our 
hilarious contact, “Smokin’ Scott;” always with a cigarette lit and a goofy grin on his 
face.  The occasional outburst of anger due to the heat was generally sated by a 
communal yelp of “SHAVE” brought to our crew by one of the coolest rovers we’ve had 
so far.  “Texas”, “Tex”, “Cowboy”, AKA Kelly…  Max made some really, really great 
lasagna.  It was outstanding.  Ryan helped out a little bit.  But overall it was a great week.  
Could be one of our best… 
Max 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR:  Gold 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Diamond Lake Fuels Reduction 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Diamond Lake  
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, I and half the crew were gone to Lost Creek for a swim.  Then we came 
back to eat some good food.  Then we gone to bed.  The next day found out what we are 
doing for the week and then we drove for 2 hours to a camp in the sunlight. 
Nick Harty 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are creating fire lines.  We need about 20 feet of cleared space, a 2 
foot dug in section and have all sections with trees under a 6” diameter cut down.  All of 
this was done to prevent fires from spreading.  The government and other programs 
agreed to burn the section and grow white thorn to create more elk habitat, but sections 
were left so they could be safe.  This is all happening at the Toketee Campsites. 
Aaron (Canada) 
 
TUESDAY: 



 The crew has many goals for this week.  A few of them include unifying together 
as a crew, which has been getting better, but could still use some work; to get along and 
end racist comments about all ethnicities & cultures.  To work harder is always a goal, 
but our work ethic has definitely improved.  Our crew is steadily unifying and getting 
better everyday.  
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goal for this week is to finish the fire line and to swamp everything 20 feet 
back from the fire line into the woods and then we must push all the slash ten feet away 
from the Ponderosa. 

                                      
Nakai Golden 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned what a fire line is and the dif between a pine and a fir.  We learned 
that constant heat and not enough water drank is a bad combination.  Mosquitoes are out 
to get us all and will stop at nothing to devour our souls.  I have witnessed and been a 
part of a great many wonderful and terrible acts this week, many of which have offended 
or been aimed at one person.  We have learned that needling and selfishness will cause 
people to explode and hate one another, and doing something to stop can and will make a 
difference.  I am hoping that we can continue to come together as a crew and work out 
our differences.  Playful banter is acceptable, but we all should learn how to just chillax 
and not take things as far as we do.  A peaceful, emphasis on peaceful, existence is what 
we strive for and we are ooohhh so slowly moving towards it. 
Mike F. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 We swamped a 15 acre area of white pine, fir and Ponderosa pine.  A challenge of 
ours was making sure that everyone got along.  We got it all together by the end of the 
week so that was all good.  See ya next week.  I could see us bonding over the course of 
the week and it made me glad.  Our crew needed this bonding and with luck we’ll get 
backcountry. 
Mike 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Ryan Mason 
CREW COLOR: Gold 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Boulder Creek 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Umpqua 



RANGER DISTRICT:  Diamond Lake 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We hiked for 4 miles then we find out that our crew wants us to hike the whole 
trail on Friday.  I say we should do something that everyone wants to do.  Oh, today was 
fun! 
Nick 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are clearing trees off the trails using cross cuts.  We are working at 
Mt. Thielsen and we’re clearing the trail for hikers.  I’m having tons of fun because I like 
working with wood.  We might get to hike it on Friday which sounds like it could be fun.  
Today was a good day. 
Eric 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew is to buck a lot of blown down trees with some cross-cuts and some sick 
Pulaski on top of Mt. Thielsen and that’s pretty cool.  We also gots ta build some mo’ 
crew unity and tings like dat. 
Nakai Golden 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we worked for 10 hours, then we hiked for 3 miles down a hill.  I hiked out 
with a chainsaw.  Then we got back to camp to back it up and hike tomorrow, and today 
our crew-leader paid for a pizza.  It was cool! 
Nick 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week gold crew had few to none challenges overall.  Our team work and 
work ethic has advanced in ways that most of us didn’t think possible the first few weeks.  
Our crew has had its ups and downs but our ups have become more of the norm as we 
progress through the weeks.  I believe that the more we learned about each other, the 
closer we bonded and the more encouraging we were to one another throughout the work 
days.  I feel like I have made new brothers in arms and that finally, come fifth week, we 
have evolved from 9 separate individuals into one whole unit.  Kind of like Optimus 
Prime or the Power Rangers; all forming one big ultimate pruning beast.  That’s gold 
crew for ya.  It’s been fun! 
Max 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 The first day was the hardest cuz I knew that I wouldn’t see my parents for 5 
weeks. 
Kye R 
 



 Second week part-way through I snapped and had a disagreement with a corps-
member. 
Mike 
 
 The first week was awful.  I didn’t want to get up but I pulled through it. 
Max 
 
 The second week was bad.  Rocks are dumb. 
MJ 
 
 The 4 mile hike today and everyday of the week… 
Nick 
 
 My hardest day was last week, Monday. 
Kaniela 
 
 The very first day because I was new to the experience and the day seemed long. 
Eric Kluss 
 
 The first day of 5th week was the worst.  It had been awhile since I hiked that far. 
Aaron 
  
 Monday’s hike… 
Nakai Golden 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 The weekend sites were my favorite because I got to see my girlfriend. 
Kye R 
 
 Rec trips, weekend sites and store stops… 
Mike 
 
 Cross-cutting logs, cooking for my crew and eating… 
Max 
 
 Store stops, showers, laundry… 
KC 
 
 Lost Creek Lake was pretty, Diamond Lake, rec trips and sleeping in. 
MJ 
 
 Store stops, weekend sites and phone calls… 
Eric Kluss 
 
 Weekend sites… 
Nick 



 
 Diamond Lake, showers, building barbed wire fencing and talking to family on 
weekends… 
Aaron 
 
 Store stops, weekend sites, showers… 
Nakai Golden 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 That I can make money doing something easier… 
Kye 
 
 Good work ethic and to push myself farther than I normally would. 
Max 
 
 I learned how to make friends and make food and how to make a trail. 
MJ 
 
 I learned how to make friends, eat bad food and poop in a hole. 
Kaniela 
 
 I learned about outdoor experiences like camping stuff. 
Eric Kluss 
 
 That working outdoors sucks! 
Nick 
 
 Stipends suck, hard hours aren’t always long, and many small food and work tips. 
Aaron 
 
 Hard work outdoors… 
Nakai Golden 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 The last day, even though we haven’t made it yet…  I thought what it feels like 
cuz I’ve been through this before. 
Kye R 
 
 Beating the others at the Crew Olympics… 
Mike 
 
 The ULTIMATE PAWNAGE gold crew laid out on every other crew in the 
Olympics. 
Max 
 
 Branches. 



MJ 
  
 Cocoa 
KC 
 
 My first job here at NYC. 
Eric Kluss 
 
 Yellow crew 
Nick 
 
 “Stay positive.”  
Aaron 
 
 Dominating all other NOOB crews in the Olympics. 
Nakai Golden 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Try to be a little more positive. 
Kye R 
 
 Get my work done as soon as it should; zero distractions. 
Aaron 
 
 Work hard even when not being watched. 
Mike F 
 
 Try to keep a positive mental state of mind whenever I do something. 
Max 
 
 Learn to keep up work. 
MJ 
 
 Eat fried rice. 
KC 
 
 Appreciate more things. 
Eric Kluss 
 
 Never talk time. 
Nick 
 

Work harder, better, faster, stronger. 
Nakai Golden 
 
 



 


