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Dear All, 
 
It is said that a small group of determined people can change the world. For five weeks 
this summer you were part of that group. From pulling Houndstongue on top of a 
mountain, to digging new trails in river valleys, you made a difference. Each swing of the 
hazel and each drop of sweat off your brow and into the soil made the world a better 
place. I hope that each member of the red, blue, yellow, and orange crews realize what a 
wonderful place this world is, and how you have and can still make a difference. 
 
I hope each one of you arrived back into the “real world” with a feeling of 
accomplishment and wonder. You spent five weeks of your life braving the forest, the 
desert, the heat and cold of the outdoors, with your home each night the stars above. The 
five weeks at NYC this past summer is an experience that nobody can understand, or 
even comprehend; it is something alone for you to cherish and remember. 
 
When you look back I hope you see the times we laughed, the smell of pine and 
sagebrush, the early morning chill and the dazzling sunsets. And Remember: If You’re 
Gonna Die, Die with Your Boots On!!!   
  
Tom Helmer 
 











 



 
 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy (Jiggles) 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red  (Crimson) 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Blue Creek Restoration 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Emigrant Creek 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 The mayor knew it was time for intervention.  The populace was in an open 
revolt, the police force was a farce and the forces of chaos were only a three days journey 
away.  He knew what had to happen, even though the council disapproved and he himself 
thought it was a myth.  He had run out of options.  Walking deep into the dark 
underworld catacombs underneath the Crimson Palace (named for its predominantly red 
marble architecture), he stopped in front of the giant wrought (red) iron doors.  Pulling 
the door handle (in the shape of a red Pulaski), he stood back as the giant doors swung 
open with an ominous cr-e-e-e-e-e-e-k…  A cloud of white fog flowed forth as an 
unending wall of white.  Growing louder, he heard a slow set of footsteps.  Soon the 
footsteps were joined by another and another, until he heard at least a dozen separate 
footsteps.  The figures emerged from the fog:  12 men and women clad in red leather 
armor with massive ornate Pulaskis strapped to their backs.  The leader, his rippling 
muscles accentuated by a red and gold cape, which trailed on the ground behind hem, 
stopped in front of the mayor.  “I am Jeremy the Red, and this is my crew.  How can we 
be of service?” 
Grey Pickett 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 The project that we are doing this week is making structures in a dried out stream.  
The structures will help the stream when there is water in it.  With These structures there 
will be an area with a pool of water for whatever is living in it. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The mayor says, “The streets are in near chaos.  The police force is at near end.  I 
thought you people were only a myth, but obviously you’re not.  The council disapproved 
of me doing this, but I ignored them.  My mission for you is to wipe the streets of evil.”  
Jeremy the Red replies, “yes, we can do that, but under one condition.  You must make 
everyone’s favorite color.”  The mayor says, “Well, if it must be done…”  He exits out of 



the catacombs.  He then heads to his building and makes a flyer as well as an 
announcement to the entire town.  Awhile later he goes back to the chambers again.  He 
sees the white fog and hears the dozens of footsteps.  Again Jeremy the Red asks, “Did 
you make everyone’s favorite red?”  “Yes.”, says the mayor.  Then Jeremy the Red says, 
“Well, one more thing, you must wake up.”  The mayor looks confused and suddenly a 
tall slender dark retired man from Brazil sits up and says, “What a dream!” 
Grey Pickett 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 What does Communism, Mike’s shirt, summer shorts, John’s blood, Jeremy’s hat, 
the brake lights on the rig and our helmets all have in common?  They all wouldn’t exist 
without a belief, a deep rooted primal understanding that all good things cannot exist 
without a common cause and without friendship and harmony.  We would not have the 
peace, love, prosperity and the freedom to pursue them that we enjoy in our American 
freedom based society, laid down by our forefathers in the days of old, bringing forth our 
nation to the forefront of our civilized world!  It also helps that all the original objects are 
RED. 
Grey Pickett 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Our challenges were different in every single way.  Some of us had challenges 
with missing our parents.  Somes problems were the work, somes were not smoking and 
some were boyfriend and girlfriend problems.  I think our main accomplishments well 
come with time, but we did complete everything the contacts had given us.  So far we 
have all accomplished sticking with this session, so everything is all good for now. 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Prairie City Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur National Forest 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Prairie City 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew went to a lake on a recreation trip and competed with the 
other crews for a golden elephant by creating and acting out skits.  We also resupplied 
our food and conquered Middle Earth. 
Michael Rufini 
 



TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are building trail.  We are at Monument Rock Wilderness.  Our 
project this week involves being backcountry.  We had to hike about 1 mile.  We set 
camp up.  Woke up Monday morning and hiked out to the job site and started building 
trail. 
CJ Cooper 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week are to finish the 3 ½ miles of trail in the Malheur 
National Forest.  We also hope that everyone stays with the crew and possibly that most 
of the crew learns how to use the backcountry stove thing. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 What most of my crew and I learned this week is how to lop and lay trail.  We 
also learned how to run under pressure through recently laid trail.  I personally learned 
how to set PMA backcountry; that and how important a fifteen minute break can really 
be.  We all learned the delicate art of conquering Middle Earth. 
Damien 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we almost had Middle Earth conquered, but the orcs held their last 
fortress of Little Mt. Malheur Trail.  It was one of the greatest battles ever.  After 
building the fighting grounds, aka the trail, we fought long and hard, but they had the 
weather on their side.  Upon the rain, wind, thunder and lightning, the conquered very 
little trail, destroying the little bit they had conquered, but we kept more than 3 miles at 
our control. 
Grey Pickett 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Bumping Trails Recon   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Whatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Naches 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Friday we had an exciting 8 and a half hour drive in which we arrived in Yakima, 
Washington at 9.  We were greeted by our fellow NYC members who helped us unload 
our bus.  Saturday morning we did the usual and divided into our rec groups.  Myself and 



another crew member went on a hike up to Mt. Rainier.  When we returned, parents were 
waiting to welcome us.  Later that day we did an entertaining talent show.  Sunday we 
packed up and left. 
Mary Beth Bias 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 DJ feedback-back-back reporting in from the sunny Wenatchee!  Just giving a 
shout out to all the meek people out there, we know you’ll inherit the Earth someday!  
We’ll just hold on to it for you until then, eh?  Anyhow, you just heard, “Hauling Logs” 
by that age old by band, “The Trailboys”, “Puncheon, Punch Out” by “the Pick-Mattoks” 
and, of course, “I’ll Haul Any Log For This Bridge, but I Won’t Haul That Sink,” by the 
great, the only, the amazing Frank Pulaski.  More Great songs to come after these 
words… 
Grey Pickett 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today the suspender crew almost finished Puncheon Bridge with the help of Sara, 
of course.  Then the rest of the crew took and fixed the mistakes of orange crew because 
they do everything wrong.  But before the week is done, we would like to finish the 
second bridge as well as the rest of the stuff the rangers have for us to do. 
CJ Cooper 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week the crew learned to take apart and rebuild bridges from scratch.  We 
got really good at debarking trees.  Mosquito repellent was also our friend, since we were 
bombarded with swarms of those things.  Another thing we learned was to not leave a 
piece of cracker or anything on the ground cause birds and camp-robbers will invade. 
Summer Garvey 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Let’s see.  The money makers, Red Crew”, took on the challenge of 2 bridges.  
Along with taking that challenge, we passed it, we finished them and more.  The money 
makers made 20 water bars; well completely re-made OC work.  But this past week we 
have been pushed as a crew at camp.  One of our own is at the hospital, but she will be 
fine.  The crew has had little drama and no big fights.  I believe that this is, by far, the 
best crew I have been on out of 8 sessions, including this one.  We will all make it to the 
end and carry new experiences with us for the rest of our lives. 
John Cato 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 



WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  BUMP 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Naches 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This, this, this…weekend?  Look, I don’t know what the story is Mac.  Who’re 
you with?  The CIA?  FBI?  KGB?  I don’t hold truck with the NSA, punk.  Are you the 
ones responsible for what happened to Orange Crew this weekend.  But that’s what you 
want to know, huh?  Well, I didn’t do it, thats for sure.  Look to Damien for answers.  He 
knows all you need to know.  Leave little ole’ me alone, OK? 
Grey Pickett 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are doing the second funnest thing next to picking nap weed.  We 
are slash piling!  Dun dun du dun.  The closest town or city has to be Yakima where all 
the gangsters live.  That’s the reason that we need to slash pile is so the gangsters have a 
place to hide.  …and so it’s easier to capture Middle Earth… 
CJ Cooper 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals are to build enough piles so the gangsters have a place to hide.  Well, 
that and to make the contact say WOH!  Because every time he says WOH!, a thousand 
orcs die making it just that much easier to take over Middle Earth.  Also another goal is 
to have Grey teach his SEED on Stargate SG1. 
CJ Cooper 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned the ins and outs of slash piling, and the ins and outs 
of slash piling in tumultuous weather conditions.  Our SEEDS taught us about global 
warming, Astronomy, and job interviews, respectively.  Lastly we learned that it is no fun 
to work tedious jobs in the absence of crew members lost to sickness. 
Michael Rufini 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 5 



 
PROJECT NAME:  Clarno Unit Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  John Day Fossil Bed National Monument 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 The weekend was very cool.  We are as in 2 groups; red and the crew with the 
very mean crew leader.  The 2 groups went swimming and did some other cool stuff.  I 
would have to say that this weekend was a lot of fun. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we have multiple projects, personal as well as group projects.  We, as a 
group, are building a ¼ mile re-route as well as building more up & down stream Vs in 
Scorpion Ally.  A few personal goals would be to take over Middle Earth as well as 
making Jeremy do a few more fluffy bunnies. 
CJ Cooper 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 ONCE IN A LIFETIME, EACH PERSON SHALL PUT THEIR HEAD IN 
BETWEEN THEIR HANDS AND CURSE JOHN CATO FOR FORGETTING TO DO 
JOURNAL.  SHAME… 
The Other Swamper 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Given a chance to repent, we put our hopes in CATO again for an illuminating 
journal.  Once again, the swamper failed.  Thousands died of anguish. 
BBC News (Grey Pickett) 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 As has previously occurred, your friend GREY is once again at the helm here for 
your journal.  However, a little known fact is THIS IS HIS LAST JOURNAL!  You’ll 
find no sword and sorcery or futuristic battle scenes here, as are often found in my 
journal entries, nor will you find me mourning the last work day of my last session.  You 
see, I have a gut feeling I’ll find myself involved again someday in the working of NYC.  
I’ve found the closure I sought at the end of the previous session, but that doesn’t fill the 
ticket to describe the feeling I have right now.  I guess I can only say I feel a feeling of 
loss, because come Sunday, there’ll never be the same red crew there was now.  My 
friends, co-workers, and sometimes annoyances, but most of all my family is being 
spread to the winds. 
 Good bye, red crew.  Make money, bandits… 
Grey Pickett 
 
 



 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the first weekend site day.  It was after a 
hard week of work and I was meeting about 50 new people all at once, which is difficult 
for me in any situation.  There was also a lot of problems that did not come up during the 
week because of people not being there.  In the end, I got through it and met many good 
people. 
 
 My most challenging day was probably the first day at NYC.  I didn’t know 
anybody on the crew and I threw my back out early at work.  It wasn’t the greatest day as 
far as working with strangers and being confused on what to do. 
Sara Korff 
 
 The most challenging day was the last day of the true backcountry trip because I 
was too exhausted by that time. 
Aaron Jordan 
 
 Every time there is a challenge, every time there is something new.  This session, 
it was not only a physical challenge like it normally would be.  This session I was 
challenged to stay.  The work was hard, but not seeing my girlfriend and also family was 
harder.  It’s weird.  I was thinking about learning but in the end staying and taking it day 
by day was for the best. 
Johnathon Cato 
 
 When I broke the sound barrier… 
Grey 
 
 The first day QC work… 
CJ Cooper 
 
 The last three weeks were the hardest days at NYC for me.  
Michael Rufini 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My three favorite NYC experiences were the last week, running through the 
thunder storm and bonding with the crew.  The reason the last week was my favorite is 
because everyone was pumped and we had the most fun that week.  The project was 
great.  We finished more work than the contact anticipated.  Running through the thunder 
storm was my second favorite because it was a great experience, as well as it was scary 
and fun all at the same time.  And my third favorite, bonding with the crew, because I 
will never meet a group of people just the same as everyone. 
CJ Cooper 
 
 My 3 favorite NYC experiences were probably the thunder storm, the recreation 
trips and getting to know my crew. 



Sara Korff 
 
 My 1st one is meeting cool people.  2nd was swimming in the river at camp.  3rd 
was getting strong and tan. 
Aaron Jordan 
 
 My favorite 3 experiences at NYC were the thunder storm, the road trips and 
meeting/getting to know my crew. 
Summer 
 
 My three favorite moments in my NYC experience were meeting people, working 
hard and making money as red crew. Money Making Bandit 
Damien 
 

·  Breaking the sound barrier 
·  Eating bad cooking 
·  Cheese deprivation 

Grey 
 

1. Dank dinners & breakfasts 
2. Running through falling burnt forests during lightning storms 
3. Making friendlies with my crew members. 

Michael Rufini 
 

1. Yummy—the food I made 
2. Then great teamwork this group had 
3. Having the best group of the side. 

Johnathon Cato 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 That every challenge that you take out here whether it be big or small, it’s still a 
challenge.  It’s something that that will wear you out at the end of the day.  But with 
saying that, every time you complete a challenge, it gives you strength to continue. 
Johnathon Cato 
 
 I learned to work with strangers and to be patient with the progress of our work.  
Also the SEED that people taught, taught me some new things. 
Sara Korff 
 
 I learned how to make everything that we made during the 5 weeks.  I also 
learned some school type of stuff. 
Aaron Jordan 
 
 At NYC I learned that being with the same people for 5 weeks; you get to know 
them pretty fast. 
Summer Garvey 



 
 I learned that the birdie is in the cage, the value of hard day’s work and how 
sunny I can get. 
Damien 
 
 I learned how to break the sound barrier. 
Grey 
 
 I learned to work hard. 
CJ Cooper 
 
 I learned to tolerate people who I choose to be irritated by and to work when I 
really don’t want to. 
Michael Rufini 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 One thing I will always remember is the people on my crew.  Some of them I 
bonded with very well, others I didn’t like so much, but all together they helped a lot to 
provide me with a unique 5-week experience.  I think the hard work, the goofy morning 
stretches, the fun weekend recreational trips and the conversations I had while working 
side by side with my fellow corps members all contributed to a sort of close familial kind 
of feeling about some of these people which will be with me always. 
Michael Rufini 
 
 The people I met and the struggles we all made it through.  It was difficult living 
with the same group of people for five weeks. 
Sara Korff 
 
 I will always remember the weekend sites and the work and the free time. 
Aaron Jordan 
 
 I will always remember some of the people and the week in backcountry. 
Summer Garvey 
 
 I will always remember the good times and the good friends I met and how Katie 
stole our spoons. 
Damien 
 
 Breaking the sound barrier… 
Grey 
 
 The people… 
CJ Cooper 
 
 The people all the way… 
Johnathon Cato 



 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will continue to give the people that I work with the opportunity 
and time to complete tasks instead of rushing the work progress.  Also I will look for 
ways of re-using and conserving the items I use in life to help reduce my “footprint” on 
Earth.  Everyday struggles won’t phase me as much and I’ll try not to take things for 
granted. 
Sara Korff 
 
 I will always be more careful with what I do. 
Aaron Jordan 
 
 I will always think twice before I say or do anything. 
Summer Garvey 
 
 I will always work harder and appreciate the finished product. 
Damien 
 
 Be aware of my surrounding and realize the impact I make on people. 
Johnny Cato 
 
 Be able to break the sound barrier… 
Grey 
 
 Work hard. 
CJ 
 
 Appreciate the work and effort put into the trails I like. 
Michael Rufini 
 

 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Deschutes Weeds 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Deschutes 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Bend/Sisters 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 This weekend was interesting to say the least.  It was a bit hectic, packing and 
trying to get out the door, but I made it.  Yesterday I had some fun playing the games in 
orientation and learning about the basics of anything we need to know.  Today my group 
woke up before everyone else and broke down our tent.  I was really bummed out when I 
found out I wasn’t going to be in the same crew as my lady, but I’ll survive.  The crew 
got lost on the way here.  So far the trip has been a cool experience and I can’t wait until 
tomorrow. 
Stephan Toavs 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 The orange crew just started our first day of work.  We were dropping  40+ hours 
down on the job.  Just kidding…  We are de-weeding an invasive plant.  The day went 
pretty well, but in some ways it was boring.  Other than that, we had fun.  We kept 
ourselves entertained by playing games. 
Angie Butler 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 My crew goals for this week is to just get through the week of pulling weeds.  
Weeds are a thing that you can pull for 1,000,000 times in one day.  It keeps coming 
back.  It never stops so I just think that the goal was to get through that day/week, and we 
did. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Responsibility…  It’s a thing that all of the crew have to do.  Just to take care of 
stuff and take responsibility for cleaning camp, and working and take responsibility for 
the work you’ve done and not saying “I already did that” or “I’m busy, just take care of 
it” and the crew must show more responsibility for the next 4 weeks and we are starting it 
already. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week was the week of learning.  We all learned to do certain chores, work on 
the trail, and to get along.  Getting along with everyone was the biggest and most difficult 
thing to do.  We all have different personalities and work ethics.  We all know now that 
NYC is actually a job and we need to do it or face the consequences.  Week one is over.  
We still have 4 more to go.  Our challenge now is to make it till the end, but for now it’s 
one site at a time.  That’s what we are here to accomplish. 
Sabrina Caldwell 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 2 
 



PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend the orange crew went to the weekend site.  Saturday we all went to 
our separate recreational trips.  Later in the evening our crew won one of the best of the 
NYC awards, the Golden Elephant, for a skit “musical” we created.  The skit contained 
three words that we had to use; knapweed, dust and strawberry.  It started with our rover 
at the time singing opera; then it turned to a metal/scream song.  It was a lot of fun and 
the other crews enjoyed it.  Overall it was a relaxing weekend. 
Garrett Miller 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today was our first day in backcountry.  Tom was with us so we split into two 
groups.  One stayed close to camp and began treading while the other put drainage along 
the trails.  Overall it was a new experience and was tough so it felt good.  I give it a 1.5 
thumbs up day which is better than weeding. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Washington has been good to us this week.  Out here the silence is deafening.  For 
the first time, I can hear myself.  We are all getting stronger.  I look at the horses and 
think my job’s not so bad.  I don’t miss home.  This is my home.  The trees grow up so 
straight and I wonder how long it took them to grow that tall.  Will I grow up straight and 
reach for the sky?  Some of us seek solitude.  Some of us seek comfort.  Still, even the 
crooked trees grow tall and they whisper in the breeze. 
Aubrey Butler 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to make water bars and types of drainage 
systems.  We also learned SEEDS, like how the rain comes down. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we accomplished by finishing the trails that we have been working on for 
four days straight and we’re all happy about that.   
 The group also accomplished by helping each other with the work and with the 
chores and when we work together, we get things done faster after we’re done. 
 My challenge would probably be getting sick and learning about some new tools 
like the two person saw, which I never used before and it was pretty scary, but I did it. 
Min Cooper 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 



 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Snow Lakes Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wenatchee 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 When we got to the weekend site, I wanted to rest but I went to the river to watch 
the guys in yellow team fish, then helped Josh make a bridge to the island.  It was cool til 
I got water up to my knees and jogged the circle with Aubrey.  After I changed my pants, 
ate dinner and went to sleep.  Next day jogged by myself in the morning and went to the 
lake and stopped at the cave for 3 ½ hours, came back, jogged again, ate dinner, circle up 
and the weekend ended like a snap.  That’s it. 
Jose Valdez 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We hiked for three hours and then we set our tents up and ate dinner like we 
always do.   
 We are working at the Wenatchee River Ranger district in Levenworth, 
Washington.   
 We are camping and working on the Snow Lakes Trail; one of the most highly 
used trails in Washington. 
 We are improving the trail for hikers by moving boulders, brushing, and 
improving the tread, so they may enjoy their hike. 
Min Cooper 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 

As far as I know, our crew does not have any goals for this week, but rather a 
collection of individual goals.  A goal I have that applies to the group is moving two large 
boulders that I think will take all of us.  Moving them will take teamwork, 
communication and strength.  These are qualities that all teams should work on and 
eventually will benefit orange crew. 
Jeremiah Schmick 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week was a crazy week for the whole crew.  We all learned a little 
something.  We learned that you can never put enough food in the shotgun.  We learned 
that the whole crew can move a 3-ton boulder.  We even learned how to get our chores 
done on time.  SEED this week was even fun.   
 We learned self-defense moves and meditation skills taught by Garrett.  



Personally I learned that I don’t like getting up earlier than 6.  As for the rest of the crew, 
that’s for them to figure out, for we all learned something new this week.  �  
Sabrina Caldwell 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Well, I think I can speak for everyone when I say that a 6,000 pound boulder is 
our greatest challenge yet as a crew.  We worked hard in the hot summer sun, sweating 
and pulling on the rock bars to move that rock a few more inches.  We worked to get it to 
that breaking point and when we felt the weight shift and watch it plow down the hill, we 
know it became our greatest accomplishment.  I believe that we have many more 
challenges and accomplishments as a crew, as friends, but most of all, as a family. 
Stephan Toavs 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME: Lake Wenatchee  
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wenatchee 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Friday we re-routed trail after hiking an extra half mile past the “don’t go past” 
sign.  Hike out in 101° weather.  Saturday—no mail; just rec trips…  Who won the 
Pulaski hold?  Huh, both genders, baby!  Unfortunately we didn’t win the rematch 
because of Collin’s egg shaped head.  The Golden Elephant went to yellow crew on the 
two week backcountry trip.  By the time we woke up this morning, they were already 
gone. 
Aubrey Weghorst�
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Another lovely workday at NYC; skipping, holding hands, and the wonderful 
Aubrey being born on this rainy day.  I think to myself how blessed we are to have her 
with us, but on the downside is that once again, we did not sleep in the right camp site, 
but we woke up early and found it and now we are all set up just in time to start a new 
week. 
Angie Butler 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 This week will be hard for our crew, however our main goal is to complete the 
week while maintaining a positive attitude.  Monday we lost a very respected and hard 
working crew member, Stephan Toavs.  He will be missed, but despite the loss, our crew 
will persevere through the long (10 hr) days and continuing on to finish the program in 
less than two weeks. 
Garrett Miller 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned the value of each crew member.  Each member has his or 
her own part on the crew.  This week we lost our 2nd member, Stephan.  Stephan’s role 
was keeping us together, to stop us from fighting and to keep us going.  He was the 
backbone to our team.  We were all either mad or disappointed at Stephan for leaving. 
Collin Fox 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 The crew challenges were work in the rain and also working ten-hours for our two 
crewmembers leaving us.  
 The accomplishments were that we did it and that we made it through.  We can do 
it again? 
Min Cooper 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend was our last rec weekend and we spent it with the sour red crew 
who stole and cheated us.  During that time, we got to go to a park on the Columbia River 
and chill.  Some of us swam, laid in the sun, talked and socialized and eat delicious 
peaches.  We also visited the replication of the Stonehenge.  Later, when it started to get 
cooler, Tom decides to have a watermelon relay (red against orange) and they were 
greased.  Orange crew took the GOLD.  We win! 
Sabrina Caldwell 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 This week our crew is slash-piling.  We are still in the Wenatchee’s and finishing 
up what the other crews started.  Today we put waterproof paper on old piles and built a 
few of our own.  The slash-piling is an attempt to reduce the chance of forest fire in order 
to protect housing developments and acres of national forest. 
Jeremiah Schmick 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 My crew’s goals for this week was “Getting ready for work” since it took us 7 ½ 
hours to get ready.  Also to keep a “Positive Behavior” around each other.  To “work 
hard” at the work site even if it stinks piling wood, and having a fun day with each other 
at work.>:(~ 
Jose Valdez 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
             This morning we lost yet another member of our orange crew.  This week started 
off on a bad note with the feud of the genders yesterday, but today our beloved Collin 
who brought us all together, decided to quit.  Although we were unable to say our 
goodbyes, I’m sure Nilloc knows our sorrow.  He was our third brother to leave us.  May 
we lose no more…  Here’s to Nilloc and his Jeremy dance, techno-rave old man and end 
of the day time announcements. 
Aubrey Butler 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week was fairly easy for our crew, however due to certain events that 
happened Monday evening, we lost a third crew member, Collin Fox.  One of our biggest 
accomplishments this week is simply finishing the 5 weeks of NYC.  Well, the work 
week, that is… We still have big clean and graduation, and then freedom. 
Garrett Miller 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 The most challenging day at NYC was when we first had to learn how to get our 
chores done on time and efficiently. 
Sabrina Caldwell 
 
 The most challenging day at NYC was when we moved a huge (3 ton) boulder off 
of the trail we were working on.  It took all day! 
Garrett Miller 
 
 The most challenging day was Tuesday on the third week.  It was hard to work 
with teammates when I was mad all day. 
Jose Valdez 
 
 Wednesday of the fourth week…  We had a ten hour day and it rained every 
minute.  The crew’s moral was at an extreme low and no one had a good day.  I wanted to 
quit the whole week.  Thankfully I stuck it out. 



Jeremiah Schmick 
 

The most challenging day at NYC was every day of the first week.  We were 
honored with the job of pulling knapweed.  The job did not meet our expectation of NYC.  
We looked forward to building awesome trails.  Really seeing a difference in our work… 
Collin Fox 
 
 The most challenging day was that we all had to working together, getting along 
with one another by telling about your problems and make something work with both 
people and work it out.  We work together so we can get things done quicker.  
Min Cooper 
 
 The most challenging day at NYC for me was the third week when we went 
backcountry and hiked 2 ½ miles uphill, literally.  
Angie Butler 
 
 The 18th of August was my birthday.  It was pretty bad.  It didn’t rain, thank 
goodness, but we lost Stephen, one of our strongest members.  This loss was difficult for 
me because Stephan’s reasons for leaving were shallow and selfish.  It showed me that 
not all of us were her for the same reasons.  My last session, we did not lose any 
members, but this time we had people volunteering to leave.  Honestly, however, his 
absence brought us all closer together. 
Aubrey Butler 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 By far moving the boulder, listening to the Juno and Pocahontas sound tracks and 
playing Baby I Love You!   
Jeremiah S 
 
 Playing Big Fun with the crew, moving the big boulder for 8 ½ hours—lots of fun 
and listen to hick music—oh ya! 
Jose Valdez 
 
 My most favorite thing is when me, Jeremiah, Garrett and Stephan pushed over a 
huge widow-maker.  The 2nd best our whole crew moved a boulder and my 3rd is when 
Damien tried to wrestle Jeremiah. 
Collin Fox 
 
 Staying here for five weeks and working with so many fun people, learning more 
about each individual person in the crew…   Just having fun with everyone that I have 
known and met… 
Min Cooper 
 
 My three most favorite experiences would have to be cooking yummy s’mores 
over a warm fire and all the weekend site rec trips; and finally being part of the Orange 
Crew. 



Angie Butler 
 
 My three favorite experiences of NYC were:  Meeting new people, video taping a 
giant boulder getting pushed off the trail and seeing it roll down the hill, and finally 
learning new things. 
Garrett Miller 
 
 The orange crew boulder will be the highlight memory of my summer here at 
NYC.  I will also take with me the techno/rave dirty old man dance and Operation 
Peaches.  Whether or not anyone else besides orange crew understands what these things 
are is irrelevant.  We know what they are. 
Aubrey Butler 
 
 Pushing a huge boulder over a mountain after 6 hours of working on it, getting to 
know people, and not working in a lot of rain… 
Sabrina Caldwell 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 At NYC I learned to work with my team, to keep a positive attitude � , and to talk 
if I have a problem. 
Jose Valdez 
 
 While being in NYC I learned how to wash dishes with a pinecone, lots of 
different trail terms like tread and etc…  I also learned lots of new tools and their proper 
use. 
Collin Fox 
 
 While I have been in the NYC I have learned to open up more, to learn more 
about the environment and how to be outside more.  I have made some friends that I 
enjoyed and meeting a lot of different crew leaders and crew members. 
Min Cooper 
 
 At NYC I’ve learned to get along with others, work as a team and being more 
positive. 
Angie Butler 
 
 I learned that everybody has something unique and cool to offer to the group. 
Garrett Miller 
 
 I learned knots, songs and proper nature wipe. 
Jeremiah 
 
 I learned patience among people. 
Sabrina Caldwell 
 



 Learning to accept people in order to find acceptance within yourself.  Don’t be 
afraid but stand up for who you are.  Also it is easy to make friends with the most 
unlikely of people.  Take me and Jeremiah for example. 
Aubrey Butler 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 One thing I will always remember is how hard it is to loose a crew member. 
Angie Butler 
 
 One thing I will always remember is the fun times that I had talking to and 
hanging out with all the cool people of this session. 
Garrett Miller 
 
 I will always remember what my friend, Collin, got fired for and how funny it 
was.  He went out with a bang! 
Jeremiah S 
 
 What I will remember is what our fallen member, Collin did.  He was the best and 
a good crew member. 
Jose Valdez 
 
 The thing I will always remember is to believe in myself—that I can do it and 
think more positive than negative. 
Min Cooper 
 
 I will always remember the sound of the boulder going down. 
Sabrina Caldwell 
 
 I will remember many things from this session.  I well remember the tears I shed.  
I will remember losing Collin and Stephan.  I will remember the laughter.  The dances…  
The private jokes…  I will remember the rock and the boulder.  I will remember the 
blisters and the pain.  I will always remember the crew…my family. 
Aubrey Butler 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always work out everyday to stay in shape and to take more 
time out of my day to enjoy showers; and if I start something, to give it my all & to see it 
through without fail. 
Angie Butler 
 
 From now on I will always find a reason to see happiness in every day. 
Garrett Miller 
 
 From now on I will always pick knapweed when I see it. 
Jeremiah 
 



 From now on I will remember all of the crew members and will have contact with 
them.  All Peace— 
Jose Valdez 
 From now on I will always think of myself more differently like say I can do it 
then saying that I can’t do it. 
Min Cooper 
   
 I will always not eat Kielbasa and brush my teeth twice a day. 
Sabrina Caldwell 
 
 From not on I will refuse to be afraid around strangers.  Even the most interesting 
and intimidating people have a history.  We are all the same inside.  Most of all I will 
always remember what I accomplished and the satisfaction of a week long projects’ 
completion. 
Aubrey Butler 
 

 

 
CREWLEADER:  Miss Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Fremont 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
SUNDAY: 
 Starting off the day with orientation; the staff showed us the appropriate way to 
use tools and what to do during an emergency.  The crews also learned the basics of 
camping.  After going over some rules, we all got in a circle and told everyone a little bit 
about ourselves.  That night everyone got into the tents we all put up and spent the night 
in the field.  Everyone had lots of fun before bed playing Frisbee, instruments or hanging 
out.  In the morning we cleaned up and headed out. 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today almost everyone got up at five-thirty, even though we could sleep till six.  
It was our first day of work and everyone was excited.  The work was hard, but fun.  
While we worked, we sang songs and joked around.  After work we were all dirty and 
sweaty, which was interesting.  When we got back to camp, some of us went and sat and 
cleaned off in the creek.  We had a lot of fun today, even though the work was tiring. 
 THE END. 
Emmett Baber 



 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Thump.  Thump.  The sound of the tools on roots as we dig this trail…  Snap.  
Snap, as the loppers tear through brush.  Then all of a sudden, we hear “Drink 
water…pass yellow tops.”  We drink and get back to work.  Thump.  Thump.  The sound 
of tools on roots as we dig this trail...  Snap. Snap, as loppers chop through those twigs 
then all of a sudden… TOOL COUNT!  Continuing on till 3:15… 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we woke up at 6:00 am.  For breakfast we had oatmeal pancakes.  We went 
to work at 7:00 am, which was the right time for work so we left.  At 3:00 John and 
Milan totally destroyed everyone else at trail blazin’.  Then we went back to camp and 
from there we went to town and bought stuff.  Em-Dog and Megan talked on the phone. 
END 
Milan 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today some of the crew woke up at 5:30 like they do most of every mornings and 
they cooked French toast from France, then woke everyone else up at 6.  We all had to 
bomb proof the tents from aliens!!  Then we all ate until as fast as MR. SPEEDY!!   
Then we all piled into the van for a 2 hour (hehe) drive to the work site while still eating 
French toast.  When we got there we did safety circle and went straight to work.  Motter 
basically ran through the trail doing a magnificent job.  Fun stuff happened.  The sponsor 
came and talked to us about the history of Oregon and the tribes.  Nosser got a nose bleed 
during this.  After both Bear and Emmett got dehydrated and delusional (hehe).  We 
came back and half of us went scuba diving in 3 feet of water by the creek.  Now it is 
chore time and I’m writing this half imaginary story. 
The End 
Nicole King 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 During the week our crew has accomplished so much such as digging trails and 
chopping bushes that were in the way.  We repeated this all week.  Also in my spare time, 
I made an outfit out of raw steak to “Graybeard” (Emmett) and sent him into the woods.  
Sadly he did not return and that was our fun week. 
David Brusasco 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Turnbull-fencing 
 



NATIONAL FOREST:  Turnbull NWR 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  US Fish & Wildlife-Little Pend Or eille/Turnbull NWR 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We got shafted hardcore.  No brownie mix.  Four jars of peanut butter.  OMG-
SRSLY?  We built a fence and in the process of taking out the old fence, we managed to 
impersonate a rodeo, a SWAT raid on a house, and a scene from Shanghai Noon, starring 
Owen Wilson and Jackie Chan.  Towards the end, everyone was feeling the heat and 
getting crotchety, irritable and generally gross.  That made it awkward when my music 
ADD kicked in, in the van.  FOUR JARS!!!  SRSLY?!?!?!  We need to get Christian and 
steal all his stuff. 
Emmett Baber 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This morning we embarked the second epic of the week.  Waking up before the 
crack of dawn for the sole purpose of escaping the wretched swarms of man eating 
mosquitoes…  So we set off.  Already pre-dirtied to the land of dust and grime, our 
quest?  To guard any approaching unwanted scorching sun.  We encountered a very 
strange fellow by the name of Garrett.  He told us tales of cougars and mini bears.  
They’re 3 inches tall, don’t you know?  As we got to talking he said he knew where we 
could get some donuts, so as quickly and efficiently as we could, we finished our 
towering fortress and followed him to his lair.  Now here we are relaxing in the shade and 
deep water, swimming in his giant moat, awaiting the time in which we get food. 
 Reflecting on the day, I remember something someone wise and important 
pounded into my head.  “Every day ends.” 
Megan Groves 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, today we tried to attempt to put stakes through rocks and Fiona and Kennen 
fired up the heavy assault rock breakin’ machine, aka JACKHAMMER, and blew 
through the rocks.  We were pretty protected from the sun most of the time.  All in all, it 
was a fast day at work and I think we did really good for our 2nd week. 
John Thornton 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we put in fences Yay…again tomorrow…  We only have four hours of 
work, but today I saw a leprechaun and he was riding a unicorn. 
Jes 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 A new day in the land of fence-building.  All was happy, happy, joy, joy, except 
we were all tired; oh and we were sore.  Oh, oh, oh.  We were also very hot from the heat 
of the sun.  Well anyway, back to what I was saying.  First it started off with the usual 
blood sucker morning attacks by our friendly neighborhood mosquitoes where we were 



chased into our all so protective van but soon find out we hadn’t escaped the width.  We 
just locked them in with us.  This is when we finally figured out that there was no escape.  
But like all good folks, we wouldn’t give up that easy.  Luckily we got to our worksite 
before we were eaten alive, so we decided to try and scare them to death, so we did our 
daily safety circle, but instead we did a danger circle to see if we could get them shaking 
in their boots.  Our attempt was futility, although it frightened some off.  There were still 
thousands left.  We could see our lives flashing before us, but luckily our sponsor, 
Garrett, came just in the nick of time and saved us from them.  But every good saving 
comes at a price.  What was his price, you ask?  Well, it wasn’t giving him money or 
doing our chores, oh no.  He decided to awkward cockroach us all. 
Crissa DeWitt 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Bumping Road Fuels Break 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Naches 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We had fun.  Parents came and I met a lot of people and it was great.  We teens 
had a talent show put on by Tom and the leaders.  Emmett led many different songs and it 
was awesome.  John also did something. 
Jessica LaChance 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are slash piling in Yakima Valley.  It wasn’t hot out today and the 
weather was very nice.  We also had a competition on who could make the most slash 
piles and Avery and Milan finished first with 100 piles. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, we were slash-piling on what I swear is the most unused read, so when the 
infamous blue crew rose to the challenge in the morning to find the propane was gone, 
the super hump day started off with a bang, splat, the morning started slow.  When we 
reached the road, it was barren, not a car to be seen.  More came later and we started 
waving after lunch.  Little did I know there was a sinister plot in store coming down the 
road smiling out of the roof-top flapping in the wind was a car full of dolls as I wave and 
my eyes focused to see a life sized doll wave arms out of its chest and at this point I see a 



young woman smile and wave me and eerily and we went swimming and it’s Crissa’s B-
day. 
K-Rock 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 After the frightening, jolting and altogether shocking doll experience of yesterday, 
we had another very unusual happening.  Noodle was lifting a tree in each hand with her 
hulking gorilla arms when she unearthed a baby bunny.  The bunny 
instantly made her and Ralph paralyzed with cuteness.  Unable to act, I 
leapt out from the deep forest, returning from my piddle, to see the 
two gawking inebriates see the bunny slap on a green beret and radio 
and start murmuring in our co-ordinates.  I was 30 feet away and gaining ground when 
the roar of an F15 stopped me in my tracks.  Seeing it peak the mountains and swoop into 
the valley, I dashed for my crewmates.  Tucking one under each arm, tracer rounds 
pecking at my heels, I made a lumbering dash for the cover of a poorly chain-sawed 10 
foot wide old growth stump.  When the jet ran low on fuel, I ran to the bunny and tackled 
it to the dirt.  During his escape, he rode with us, broken and bleeding to the police 
station in the tool cage.  I wonder if I will ever get my safety bonus. 
Emmett 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week we worked hard slash piling in hot weather.  It was extremely boring, 
but we found other ways to make time fly by guessing games and story telling. 
David Brusasco 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Little Wenatchee 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wenatchee River 
 
SATURDAY 
  Today we worked 10 hours and Rusty came out, but his horse ran away and 
Avery and John ran after it.  Avery returned about a half hour before work was done.  
The flies came back. 
OMG!  Jet! 
P.S.  Enjoy dinner future me. 
Kegan 
 



 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Little Wenatchee 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Wenatchee 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Wenatchee River 
 
 
SUNDAY-24th  
 Our second week in backcountry…  We start with a hike up the mountain with 
our packs.  It was at least 95% uphill all the time.  Some people had a blast!  Others 
wanted to turn around and quit.  But everyone ended up making it to camp.  The 
view from the mountain was amazing.  It was worth the hike.  Also we have a 
toilet!  
David 
  
MONDAY-25 th  
 Today we destroyed trail!  Happy B-day, Megan. 
K-Rock (Kegan) 
 
 



TUESDAY-26th 

 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was doing 2 weeks backcountry and it rained 
the whole time and I hate rain, but I got through it. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My most challenging day was graduation day because I didn’t want to leave. 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned that even if you’re destroying a trail, there’s still a right and wrong way 
to do it, so then erosion doesn’t occur. 
 Also slash piling can be boring if you don’t want to have fun with it; although if 
you sing or play games during something boring, it makes it fun. 
 Even if you don’t like someone, you still have to work with them, so it’s no point 
getting mad and fighting with each other. 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 One thing I will always remember about my NYC experience most likely would 
have to be when we blue crew went backcountry for two weeks and it rained almost the 
whole time we were there.  For example, we needed rain gear every day and we 
sometimes woke up soaked because we put the tent in a ditch.  Everyday when we woke 
up to see the clouds.  Fiona or Jason would say, “It will burn off,” yet it never did.  
However, through the rain and waking up wet, blue crew stayed positive and it really 
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Drink some water! 
Change your soy! 
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What’s 
for 
dinner? 

 Well, today we slay 
some more trail and hit it like 
a bomb.  Nothing is left but 
the destructive path of blue 
crew.  I think we are all 
anxious to go home or to go to 
the bus.  Work was fun and 
the next whole day of work 
and a half, then we     
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John Thornton 



helped me get through probably the most hardest thing I have ever done in my life.  This 
is why I will always remember my two week backcountry life at Northwest Youth Corps. 
Jessica LaChance 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Be going outside more with confidence; be a stronger worker with an NYC 
background. 
 

 

 
CREWLEADER:  Sam Crabtree 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Prairie City Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Prairie City 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 It was a long day.  Woke up early, packed everything for the day…  We made it 
pretty far for the first day, along with hiking all our gear in at lunch, but it was tough.  
Everybody is sore.  For first trail day it was hard at the beginning and it really took 
awhile to get the hang of it, but at the end of the day, we were trucking along.  One 
challenge was after our break we were all really tired, fatigue and sore all around, but we 
got ‘er done. 
Nick Fortin 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 The project this week is trail work.  I am at the Strawberry Mountains.  What I’m 
doing is clipping tree branches that are in the way of the trail, digging a new trail.  I’m 
doing this because I want to bring my kids up to Strawberry Mountain in 10 or 15 years 
and show them these trails and tell them how fun it would be if they tried going to NYC, 
and for the money.  We also went back trailing yesterday.  It was hard but at the same 
time, fun. 
Sam Breding 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 As a crew our goals are to finish at least 4 miles of trail in 1 week.  Also to get up 
to wake up call and be ready in 30 minutes...  Personally one of my goals of the week is 
to keep a positive attitude when work gets hard. 
Conley Fry 



 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week the crew learned how to create a trail even when the terrain seemed 
impossible to dig.  We also learned that to be successful as a team, we must work 
together.  I learned a few songs to wake me up in the morning and I learned how not to 
leave a trace.  When it seemed impossible for me to physically continue, I learned that I 
actually am able to accomplish more than I believed.  We learned how to make a bear 
hang and bomb proof a tent.  Overall we learned how to be respectful servants for nature. 
Josh S 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 One of our challenges was that we had to go backcountry this week and it was 
tough.  The trail sucked when we went through it on Monday, but by Thursday we had 
made almost 4 miles of trail that was good and even though we didn’t make the 7 miles, 
we still tried.        GET ‘ER DONE 
Brandon 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Sam 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK #  2 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We all went to the lake and we drove us to this mountain and set up our stuff and 
Ryan lost his stuff. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are building bridges and doing log peeling and a bunch of work. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 To have Rainy stop the rain and to get through the bridges by Friday… 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 That rain puts people in bad mind sets but if you can muscle your way through it, 
that it’s not hard work. 
Nick  
  



 
CREWLEADER:  Sam 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK #  3 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend the crew went to the gas station and to the mountain range.  We 
then went back to camp where we chilled out and got some sleep. 
Josh 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Pretty much we are doing a bunch of different projects, like pulling rocks from 
one place to another and making streams in the trail and re-routing trails.  That is kind of 
what we are doing. 
Brandon 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 It’s to complete a few trail re-routes and do some trail maintenance and have 
positive PMA while doing this. 
Vicki 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week the crew learned how to redirect water culverts and how to follow 
directions when the crew leaders weren’t watching over our shoulders.  We also learned 
that sometimes when you’re working and it’s something enjoyable, NYC can be pretty 
fun. 
Josh S 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Our challenges this week were trying to figure out what the contact wanted for the 
trail when he wasn’t there and again improvising with the tents without the right parts.  
Also lugging all our stuff up the trail when we were supposed to be front country…  
Another challenge was making the trail look bad since we were so used to making it look 
good. 
 We did three re-routes and we also did a lot of drainage construction.  We 
survived THE MOSQUITOES!!!  Another accomplishment was we didn’t forget 
anything for shotgun this week.  We moved big rocks. 



Samantha Blake 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Sam 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK #  5 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  William Douglas 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This yellow crew spent an awesome Saturday in the backcountry of the William 
O Douglas Forest.  We all sat around by the fire and hung out by the creek.  It was a 
sweet way to spend a Saturday with the crew. 
Conley Fry 
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are still backcountry.  We are still building bridges and some drain 
dips.  The main reason why we are doing this project is to maintain the water pooling on 
the trail. 
Conley 
  
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 I think the main goal for our crew was PMA (Positive Mental Attitude).  It is 
raining a lot.  All of us are getting wet and it’s hard to keep a positive attitude. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned many things.  1.  How to maintain trail.  2.  How to 
make bridges.  3.  How to properly make a bear hang. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Many challenges took place these 2 weeks.  1.  Was carry the 700lbs logs around 
to make the bridges.  2.  Was keeping a good attitude even when it was raining.  Some 
accomplishments were completing 4 bridges.  3.  From scratch I fixed up.  And another 
accomplishment we made was we finished a whole session of NYC. 
Conley 
 

 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 



 Was when we were slash piling and it was really boring and hot. 
Conley Fry 
 
 Hiking out after the work week backcountry and the last mile was all uphill 
terrain. 
Josh S 
 

When we had bad weather and I was really homesick. 
Brandon Roark 
 

The first day was tough since I didn’t know what to expect and the hike was hard. 
Katie Berryman 
 
 The last day when we had to hike out 5 miles. 
Sam Blake 
 

When we hiked out 5 miles and didn’t end up at camp til 9 pm—that was hard. 
Rayni Johnson 
 
 Was hiking back on last day.  I didn’t think I was going to be able to finish it. 
Nick Fortin 
 
 Working with the crew 2nd week on Thursday, we were slash piling and people 
were cranky. 
Ryan McVay 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 Was the weekend sites, building bridges and fun time with the guys… 
Conley Fry 
 
 Nights after a hard day of work finishing slash piling and getting to the trail head 
after the 2 week backcountry.   
Josh S 
 
 Any time with the guys, finishing slash piling and building bridges. 
Brandon Roark 
 
 The first rec trip, finishing the first week and completing the week backcountry… 
Katie Berryman 
 
 I liked the weekends, getting to know everyone and completing NYC. 
Sami Blake 
 
 The weekend sites, the 1st week and finally coming out that last mile and seeing 
the truck the last night. 
Rayni Johnson 



 
 Were weekend sites when I got to see my family and the bus rides. 
Nick Fortin 
 

1. Working with the staff. 
2. The weekend of our 2 week backcountry project 
3. Building bridges backcountry 

Ryan McVay 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 How to properly make bridges, how to maintain trail and how to eat food I don’t 
like. 
Conley Fry 
 
 I learned how to make trail, follow directions better, and my physical limit. 
Josh 
 
 How to eat hardy food, build character and appreciate home. 
Brandon Roark 
 
 How to make trails, build bridges and how to live with a bunch of people that I 
didn’t know… 
Katie Berryman 
 
 How to become a better worker, team-member and more about nature… 
Sami Blake 
 

How to work better with others, how to work well when others aren’t working 
and keeping a positive attitude… 
 
 I learned to eat out of my comfort zone. 
Nick Fortin 
 
 How to deal with material loss, how to act when things don’t go as they should, 
and how to build bridges… 
Ryan McVay 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 It is when Nick lost his helmet in the creek and he stripped down to his underwear 
with overalls on and was searching in the creek. 
Conley Fry 
 
 Same as Conley… 
Josh 
 
 When Nick lost his helmet in the river and stripped down to underwear to find it. 



Brandon Roark 
 
 I’ll remember the fist week the most because it was so strange and hesitant, but 
still fun. 
Katie 
 
 I’ll always remember the first week and how difficult it was and also the awful 
food we ate.     
Sami Blake           
 
 I’ll always remember the 5 mile hike out and my pants falling down.  �  
Rayni Johnson 
 
 The people… 
Nick Fortin 
 

I will always remember waking up in the middle of the night, stepping outside of 
my backcountry tent and seeing the beautiful sight of a moonlit alpine meadow with a 
clear starry sky over a craggy mountain with wisps of clouds around the top and how the 
light and shadow contrasted off the rocky face and forest below. 
Ryan McVay 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Appreciate home, warm food, my bed, clean clothes and hot water. 
Conley 
 
 Be much more aware of littering. 
Josh 
 
 Appreciate home food, bed, shower and clean clothes. 
Brandon 
 
 Realize the impact that each individual makes. 
Katie 
 
 Help out my parents and appreciate what I have now. 
Sami Blake 
 
 Appreciate the people in my life. 
Rayni Johnson 
 

Appreciate the stuff I have. 
Nick Fortin 
 

Be at peace with myself. 
Ryan McVay 



 
 


