
SESSION:  SCC-N2 
 

November 17, 2008 
 

Dear All, 
 
It is said that a small group of determined people can change the world. For five weeks 
this summer you were part of that group. From pulling Houndstongue on top of a 
mountain, to digging new trails in river valleys, you made a difference. Each swing of the 
hazel and each drop of sweat off your brow and into the soil made the world a better 
place. I hope that each member of the red, blue, yellow, and orange crews realize what a 
wonderful place this world is, and how you have and can still make a difference. 
 
I hope each one of you arrived back into the “real world” with a feeling of 
accomplishment and wonder. You spent five weeks of your life braving the forest, the 
desert, the heat and cold of the outdoors, with your home each night the stars above. The 
five weeks at NYC this past summer is an experience that nobody can understand, or 
even comprehend; it is something alone for you to cherish and remember. 
 
When you look back I hope you see the times we laughed, the smell of pine and 
sagebrush, the early morning chill and the dazzling sunsets. And Remember: If You’re 
Gonna Die, Die with Your Boots On!!!   
  
Tom Helmer 
 
 











 



 
CREWLEADER:  Sam Crabtree 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Wet Meadow Fence 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Ochoco/Malheur 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  USFS Region VI 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend after orientation, our crew went on an exhausting 8 hour drive out 
to Southeastern Oregon.  Once we arrived in this desert and we began to unload the 
camp.  It was the first time for a lot of us so it took longer than usual.  We had a fantastic 
finish with a perfectly propped up tarp.  That night we went over all the basics of our 
upcoming project and then went to bed after a delicious dinner.  It took everyone awhile 
to get to sleep because of the singing frogs.  The next morning we headed out to our 
designated project area.  Here we learned of all the hazards such as burnt trees and 
“widow-makers” (branches about ready to fall).  A little later in the morning we began 
instruction on how to create a “cradle” for a cow fence.  We had to take down the old 
barbed wire and damaged fence posts that had been damaged by the forest fire.  We spent 
several hours in the sweltering sun constructing cradles and removing damaged metal.  
Overall, it was a great and successful day.  No one was hurt, so job, well done. 
Caitlin Cornell 
 
Cute little boys and cute little girls are pocket stuffers. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 With an explosion of light and color, the 13 members of North2, yellow division, 
stepped forth from the drop-ship.  At first the landscape was obscured by a cloud of 
smoke automatically released by the Servo-Mechanic whose living brain was 
permanently engrained into the intelligent machine.  As the smoke cleared, the band of 
heroes looked around, sizing up their situation.  “This looks fairly simple,” scoffed the 
muscular Sam, crew leader and beast extraordinaire. “Let’s move out!” he shouted and 
hefted his massive antique Pulaski, a gift from Art Pope himself.  His gold encrusted garb 
shone in the sunlight as he charged forward, loyal crew in tow.  The evil barbed beasts of 
wire planet writhed and squirmed, whipping every which way as they face the combined 
might of the Holy Yellow Inquisition.  As beast after beast fell, High Inquisitor, Caitlin, 
stepped forth through a rift in reality.  As she began to chant, a dust cloud grew.  The 
barbed beasts started to screech in a terrifying din—terrifying to most people at least.  
Quickly, engineering genius, Matt, pulled the cord on his exo-suit, re-routing the evil 



beasts brains to stretch themselves out.  Job well done, the triumphant crew paraded back 
to their vessel ready for the next mission. 
Grey Pickett 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crews’ goal for this week are to impress our contacts so that they will want 
NYC to do work for them again.  Our other goal is to finish early so that we can either 
start a new project for them to help our contacts out, or possibly even finish everything 
early.  With these goals we are staying safe and making sure that no one gets hurt.  We 
have learned that working together and giving our all really helps in doing a good job and 
getting the job done. 
Kaila Hernandez 
  
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned that it is possible to get to know 12 other people in 
only about 3 days.  This has led us to be able to work together really well and we’ve 
learned how to take down and then build a very good fence.  The main thing we’ve 
learned is how hard each person can work as an individual and then combine everyone’s 
work together to get the job done 10 times as fast.  We’ve learned a lot of lifelong values 
from Corey’s personal SEED from looking at things from your heart and not your eyes, 
to not eating pancakes with boiling oil on them.  Altogether we’ve learned a ton this 
week, but the biggest thing is just how to work together to get the job done well. 
 We learned some important SEEDS like leave no trace and some basic outdoor 
knowledge.  Today like sharpening a Pulaski.  It really helps when every person learns 
together because it provides a greater sense of a need to learn.  By having a group, it 
makes every person want to help out equally and pushes everyone to their limits. 
 We learned a valuable lesson about leeches and many people actually saw them 
for the first time.   
 Also we’re currently learning a valuable lesson about how to live without propane 
for a whole day. 
 Yesterday was a good day to learn things because we learned we could remember 
almost half an entire song through teamwork and those who didn’t learned about one of 
the oddest songs ever. 
Taro Shido 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Sam 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 



RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crews got together at a very windy weekend site.  We got to see 
some of our friends and eat some good food.  On Sunday morning it got so windy that 3 
girls tents and a few boy tents fell, but not yellow crew.  We stood strong and tall.  We 
took a nice drive back to where we has just worked and got a good nights’ sleep. 
Veronica 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are deep, deep, deep, deep in the forests of Oregon; the OCHACON National 
Forest, to be exact.  (Hounds tongue paradise.)  Where we mince, dice and chop the evil 
weed with our various tools of destruction.  The Pulaski slices through the thick roots of 
the devils weed with ease.  We are almost done but there is more of the demons scourge 
to destroy. 
Matt Carr 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The clouds broke, revealing a scene of devastation.  Ten score mutilated bodies of 
hounds tongue lay scattered around, brought low by the keen blades of the super human 
warriors called yellow safety bandits.  Akk-akk Fire Storm, the newbie drop ship ripped 
into the twisted monsters with vengeance, but the modified anti-aircraft shells often did 
not detonate in the right position.  “Looks like this may be a long week!” groaned the 
grizzled Prince Taro, shifting in his royally engraved battle armor.  “Don’t say that!” said 
the lithe Caroline, twisting her battle worn Pulaski around in her hands.  “We’ve got this, 
just keep pushing!”  But even as she said so, the shrieking beast closed in.  Suddenly a 
roar filled the air as a large blue, red and pink drop-ship screamed into the stratosphere.  
With a hiss, the ship landed smoothly on the ground among the mayhem.  A jazzy 
sounding tune blasted forth from the 13 foot tall extrudable speakers protruding from the 
roof of the ship.  As the walkway descended, the stout muscular form of Mo, leader of the 
foreign, yet hauntingly similar blue crew appeared.  Jingling from the 40 or 50 odd 
specialty tools hung from various parts of her armor.  Hefting a chainsaw taller that most 
people, she spoke thus; “Hey guys, intel for our mission was bad.  Mind if we join in for 
the fun?!  Seeing no problems, the combined might of the two groups of skilled war 
specialists, proceeded on to win a great victory for corps member king. 
Grey Pickett 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 After many grueling hours of scratching for and destroying the hounds-tongue, 
our battle has concluded successfully.  With aid from the blue crew, we finished a day 
early.  Hunting the hounds-tongue was a grueling ordeal, as it is a very sneaky and 
devious plant.  We used tools of every kind to root it out.  We also learned a few things in 
general.  For example:  it’s best to use your hands to catch a football, rather than your 
stomach or your face.  Also it takes more nature wipe than one would think to get 
completely clean.  Really, I think the crew is happy to be rid of the hounds-tongue.   



Harris McCarty 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Sam Crabtree 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 It was Friday night at another NYC weekend site in Twisp, Washington.  From a 
distance you could hear the faint sound of what could have been mistaken for bombs, but 
no, it was the purring of our fellow crew mates snoring from all the hard work done over 
the last week.  Oh, the great outdoors brings out the best in us…  The following days 
were filled with chaotic chores, recreation trips, and bus rides to our next locations. 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 It was a glorious morning at 4:15.  The magnificent 13 awoke and began to 
conquer the day.  They arose like graceful steeds to the giant the monstrous forest.  Soon 
the ferocious and overwhelmingly awe inspiring boss-man came to assist the crusaders in 
their never-ending battle against evil.  When they arrived, the hoplites broke loose and 
delivered delicious fury upon the piles of wreckage.  The gruesome scene was awesome.  
At the close of the day, the heroes returned to the mother-ship with pride in their eyes.  
The day was theirs. 
Caitlin Cornell 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we finally reached super hump day.  Yes, we have reached the middle of 
the session.  Our contacts surprised us by having us do our favorite work, fencing, and 
not slash piling, which was nice because fencing was our favorite project so far.   Today 
is a day filled with super surprises starting with breakfast and ending with… 
Kaila Hernandez 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we were rock n roll slash piling.  We also stopped by the lake to swim. 
Devin “Mclovin” Tittle 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 



 

 
CREWLEADER:  Sam 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we went to this Germanish town called Levinworth.  I think pretty 
much everyone though it was a hecka coolish and I think it went better than the past 
weekends. 
Kristin 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week the crew is in little Pondera building slash piles to enhance the wildlife 
habitat and to prevent large scale wild fires.  I think our crew will do good this week. 
Tia Moyer 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 After last weeks’ sub, yellow crew performance, our goal this week is to work 
hard consistently.  So far, we have been working consistently but we do need to step up 
the intensity a little. 
Harris McCarty 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned that water is the key to happiness!  That anything can 
be cooked on the end of a stick and that the hog hoe is tough enough to snap a bone.  
Also that digging trail is a lot more fun that slash piling, and the most important thing we 
learned is that Sam makes a mad Bose Dawson impression and Jason makes a great Jack. 
Veronica 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Sam 
 
CREW COLOR:  Yellow 
 



WEEK #  5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Okanogan Trail Brushing 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Okanogan 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we went back to Twisp.  Some of us chose to go to town and/or go 
swimming.  Others chose to go on a 10 mile hike led by Sam.  Now that we have gotten 
into the rhythm of weekend sites, we all seem to enjoy them a bit more. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are far north of our starting point in Northern Washington where we are trail-
brushing a horse trail.  We saw off stray branches and we lop off any other smaller brush.   
We are making this trail nicer and also safer. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The fearless band of fearless bandits dashed to the bus-mobile.  The day began 
with an epic trek to the top of an endless mountain.  With sweet sweat pouring down their 
faces, the courageous heroes, brandishing shining silver sharp cutting implements, ran 
towards the outer reaches of the trail.  They then commenced to hack and slash in total 
and complete plant carnage.  Leaves and skeletal wooden frames flew through the air and 
the bandits only barely missed annihilation.  At the close of the day, the crew came upon 
a gorgeous glistening glory of a river.  All rejoiced. 
Caitlin Cornell 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week yellow crew learned that dreams really do come true.  We also learned 
that you can get to know people very well in 5 weeks and you may even like some of 
them more than a friend.  At the end of it all, I can’t speak for all of us, but I know this 
was a life changing experience for many. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 This week our crew faced some hard challenges.  We had to hike many times up 
the same endless trail and work 9 hour days to complete our hours in 4 days.  In the end, 
we blew Sam away with our 1100 ft and made it back over the river soaking wet.  I’d say 
we had a fun week. 
Veronica 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day would’ve been the last day because all I could think 
about was going home. 



 
 The most challenging day was halfway though the second week with the hateful 
hounds-tongue. 
 
 The last weekend site was kind of hard because it was just a much different 
experience from our first week as a crew because I was so used to the small experience of 
a single crew.  It was much more hard to get used to a large group after a small group. 
Taro S 
 
 The most challenging day for me was the second day on the fencing job.  I wasn’t 
used to physically strenuous work before.  It was exhausting. 
Caitlin Cornell 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was on the third Wednesday.  I was totally and 
completely exhausted and in a horrible mood.   Hormones… 
Lindsey Dickens 
 
 The big hike… 
Veronica Justice 
 
 The day no one worked because no one would listen to each other and bickering 
ensued. 
Grey 
 
 My most challenging day was the first day when I found out all the rules and how 
they work. 
Tia Moyer 
 

The day I took a 10 mile hike for a rec trip because I started developing blisters 
about 2 miles in and they only got worse… 
Harris McCarty 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My first experience was the knot learning SEED.  The second would’ve been the 
last seed because it was awesome. 
 
 Finding new friends, eating really good food, learning how to finger spell… 
 
 1st  Creating movies on super secret surprise day, plus making Sam his Voodoo 

      stick.  
 2nd  Power half hour on the first week where we created a rock crib in 20 minutes… 
 3rd  Breaking up the slash-piling by doing trail work. 
Caitlin Cornell 
 

·  The very last hour of work we had was really awesome because Harris, Sam and I 
got through an entire half mile of trail-brushing by ourselves. 



·  Our super, secret surprise days have always been epic because we always do 
something insanely fun. 

·  The Sunday observations are always a nice break from everything. 
Taro S. 
 
 Meeting people for the first time, going to Levinworth, and bus ride to 
graduation… 
Veronica Justice 
 

·  Making Sam his Voodoo stick 
·  Movie night on super secret surprise day 
·  Last day of rock cribs 

 
Hiking to Twisp Pass, giving my PH and all the other times… 

Grey 
 
 Meeting new people… 
Tia Moyer 
 

1. Being with my crew 
2. Working with my crew 
3. Hearing everyone’s PH 

Harris McCarty 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned how to make very good tasting chicken.  Also I learned not to grab a hot 
Dutchie lid with welding gloves on. 
 
 Don’t stand on rocking legs, honey makes everything better, and so does water. 
 
 How to tie knots, how to work independently, how to cook for a large group of 
people. 
Caitlin Cornell 
 
 How to cook food better…  How to work harder at a higher level all the time...  I 
learned not to eat pancakes with boiling oil hot off the griddle. 
Taro S 
 
 Laughing 
 Be yourself always 
 Don’t grab a hot Dutchie 
Lindsey 
 
 Smile when you’re mad, eat healthy… 
Veronica 
 



 To be myself… 
Grey 
 
 I learned how to be a team and a lot about the nature. 
Tia Moyer 
 

1. I can work hard 
2. I’ve been really lucky in life. 
3. What hard work is. 

Harris McCarty 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 Is that whatever I set my mind to, I can accomplish. 
 
 Long bus rides… 
 
 The hilarious, serious, amazing, epic, deep, philosophical and terrific 
conversations… 
Caitlin Cornell 
 
 All of the great friends that I’ve made in such a short time; and remembering how 
great our crew is… 
Taro S 
 
 All the good times and people… 
Lindsey D 
 
 Katy… 
Veronica 
 
 How bloody awesome this crew is! 
Grey 
 
 I will always remember the yellow crew; Sam, Grey, Lindsey, Taro, Caitlin, 
Kaila, Kristen, Matt, Deven, Veronica and Harris. 
Tia Moyer 
 

My crew—they are like a family to me. 
Harris McCarty 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Never grab a hot Dutchie lid because it hurts. 
 
 Try to recycle and use alternative energy sources. 
 
 Work my hardest and not let my limitations set me back. 



Caitlin Cornell 
 
 Help out much harder around the house without any nagging. 
Taro S 
 

Help out more and go for it always. 
Lindsey 
 
 Help out more and have a job. 
Veronica 
 
 Lead by example. 
Grey 
 
 I will always do my best. 
Tia Moyer 
 
 I will always have a greater appreciation for the work that goes into things like 
trails and fences. 
Harris McCarty 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK #  1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Malseur 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We dug holes to put a fence in to keep cows out.  Had to put ropes down to know 
where the holes need to go…  We got half the job done.  We all had lots of fun.  We all 
look forward to the next day. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We put up H-frames to hold barb-wire to keep cows out.  We also worked on the 
Jacks.  We wired the corners with wire to help keep them sturdy and put rocks on them. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 Our crews’ goals really tend to be to stay positive and keep working as hard as we 
possible can.  We want to stay in a friend state so that we can all get along for as long as 
possible.  As for our goals for the project, we just want to get as far as we can on our 
project with the time that is given to us.  We want to leave this place with more work 
done that even we could have anticipated. 
Brennan Nelson 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned the many and different strategies of working safely 
on the job.  We learned things like when handling tools that require swing, it is best to 
give them space if there is a person by you.  We also learned different other safety rules 
about our job and work.  We feel that we can handle anything dangerous on the job site 
from here on out. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Well, this week I felt the crew was very frustrated due to the fact that our sponsor 
was very unorganized and untimely and I think that our accomplishments were bustin’ 
out some hella sick “H-posts” and defeated the stressful situation that the week provided.  
Nate & Cody were H-post “locs”)   :)~  
Nate McGinley 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Little Pond Orielle 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Pond Orielle Animal Refuge 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, we just hung out and had a lot of fun.  We went swimming at LaPage 
Reservoir.  We ate food and played Frisbee and just kind of hung around the area for 
awhile.  After that, we took a short drive up to the stone-henge and took pictures and 
really enjoyed the amazing view.  Then we ate some gourmet McD’s. 
Brennan 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are slash piling and chopping wood.  We are currently in Ponderay 
National Wildlife Refuge.  The reason we are here is to help make control burns so if a 
wildfire comes in it won’t totally demolish the forest. 



Cody Schierenbeck 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew has entered the stormy stage this week, so our ultimate goal is to drop 
down our negativity and unnecessary bickering down by at least 37% so that our crew 
can remain strong and unified without all the fighting.  Also to get as much work done as 
possible. 
Haylee Cummings 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned to make slash piles.  It showed that having a good PMA 
really helps with work and that teamwork helps a bunch.  It seemed to help when people 
drank coffee.  It made them happier and more energetic. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew piled slash, which was difficult at times because of branches 
hitting us in the face/arms/other parts of our bodies.  There was some grumpiness due to 
lack of sleep, fatigue, and heat.  Our crew’s PMA was strongest when we were A:  jacked 
up on caffeine and B:  not at work.  Jeremy promised us energy drinks at the end of the 
week if we lowered our negativity level 38%.  Jeremy is also buying us coffee to increase 
PMA next week.  We managed to pile 75 slash piles the first day and 200 + by the end of 
the week.  There were also millions of angry mosquitoes at our camp, but we shared bug 
spray and bite ointment. 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy Johnson 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK #  4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Devil’s Gulch Flick Creek burn 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Whatchee/Okonaogan 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Our crew did weeding, mulching horses’ pooh, we didn’t do lot’s this week but 
we have a bigger project coming up. 
Lendsey Clark 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Well, our first project is fixing up a mule shed.  Monday and Tuesday.  Tomorrow 
we go for a 2 hour ride on the ferry across Lake Chelan where we will then go back 



country.  I’m not all too sure what we are doing for the next few weeks except that we are 
going to be fixing/making trails. 
Brennan 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 For the week our crew’s goals include upping the entire crew PMA to a 
paramount state.  Another one of our goals is to get 4 days worth of 10 hour shifts so that 
Wednesday we can have a free day.  Hopefully we can achieve these goals. 
Alex 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 The biggest thing we learned this week is how to talk and overcome things as a 
team.  This week was a bit strange for us with a weird schedule, double projects and 
another “stormy stage” for our crew, but after working things out for each situation we 
came to, we grew as a crew, a team and as individuals. 
Haylee Cummings 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 I would have to say that red crew will always have challenges everyday, along 
with various accomplishments everyday.  But it is now the fifth week of our five week 
program and we are all fighting the dusty trail in the Lake Chelan Wilderness area.   
 Our goal is to challenge ourselves for the next few days as we hike our mountain 
in dirty clothes and blistering feet.  As we all reach the top, we get in the morning zone 
and lop, dig, swing and swamp as many push, pull or cut. 
 Building trail or even constructing a rock wall can be a challenge, but with 
confidence and teamwork everyday, red crew always seems to accomplish their goals. 
Melvin 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Jeremy Johnson 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK #  5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Flick Creek Burn 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 It’s always nice waking up with the early birds of summer, but when you’re part 
of red crew, you don’t necessarily have to on Sundays, considering we are the best and 
we do the best work.  But Sunday was great!  We all wake up when it was convenient for 
us, and we even got to eat food when we felt like it.  Some days are good, but a Sunday 



with absolutely nothing to do and a like just to the left of you, a day can be the most 
relaxing greatest day of your life. 
Melvin 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We were doing trail work on Lake Chelan.  We made switch backs, rock walls 
and trimming of trail.  It was the sickest project because red crew is the best and we just 
got the funnest project. 
Cody 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 To get the switch backs done.  We had 2 switch backs and a big rock to get done.  
We had lots of fun doing it. 
Phillip Dalton 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned that hard work pays off in the end, that if we work together we can do 
it all and that the sky is the limit. 
Phillip Dalton 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Well, this week was our final week of backcountry.  Along with the awesome trail 
work we busted out, I would have to say the most challenging part for our crew was 
being away from all of our other “scrub” friends—from other crews.  The sort of short, 
but somewhat steep hike was also a challenge for a few red crew members.  But to sum 
things up our last weeks together have been the two best and most productive weeks at 
NYC, and I feel like we all tapped into the awesome power & energy that is “The Red 
Crew”!!  YEAH, BABY!! �  
Nate Mcginley 
 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie Mullenburg 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK #  1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Ochoco Weeds-Twin Springs 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Ochoco 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 This weekend 40 teens between the ages of 16 to 19 came together at orientation 
for NYC.  We all had the same feelings of uneasy, yet excited and scared.  A lot of us 
found it very intimidating meeting all those new people.  With thoughts of who we will 
be grouped with for the next 5 long, scary, hard weeks.  Within hours of orientation we 
played fun, get to know each other games.  We became a little more comfortable.  As 
Tom talked to us along with the other leaders, we learned we only make this as scary, 
long and hard on ourselves, with our attitudes and also that we will have a great time.  
Yea, we will have our good times and our bad times, but it will be worth it. 
Sarah Brown 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Each morning this week the orange crew wakes up bright and early to enter the 
Ochoco National Forest to take out the hounds-tongue.  This task consists of 13 hard 
workers that aren’t afraid to get down and dirty.  The reason why we are taking out the 
hounds-tongue is because it is toxic to the cows. 
Jeremiah Todd 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crews’ goal for this week is to clear out the hounds-tongue, but each member 
of the crew also has their own goals.  Some want to improve themselves with the project, 
and others are waiting for the weekend to shop or relax and some of us just want the 
week to be over.  Even though we’re all working towards different goals, we’re working 
together to complete them. 
Chris Swann 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 The orange crew, also known as Team Clockwork learned many things 
throughout this hounds-tongue filled week!  Many of the skills we gained are skills that 
will be carried with us through our entire lives.  We learned how to be hard working, how 
to be accepting and tolerant of people with diverse backgrounds, the steps to leave no 
trace camping and how to positively live with strangers in close quarters.  However, the 
most important thing we learned is how to come together with a bunch of strangers into a 
family.  A family that grows closer everyday.  Each member of this family will not only 
take along the skills we learned from SEED and working, but we also take along the 
things we learned from our orange family, our mom and our Prez! 
Cate Lever 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK #  2 



 
PROJECT NAME:  Merlo Slash Piling 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
  Over the weekend all of the crews met up in Rufus, which is located on 
the border of Oregon and Washington.  On Saturday we did some chores and then chose 
our rec group.  All of the groups went swimming in the Columbia River.  A couple of the 
groups went to Stone Henge and everybody got a store stop.  Saturday night we circled 
up and everybody got to talk about a bad experience that they pulled through.  Later on 
that night the wind really picked up and the girls’ tents got blown over.  A lot of the girls 
were screaming and it was pretty chaotic.  On Sunday we ate breakfast, packed up and 
headed off to our new worksites.   
Shelby Hay 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Near La Grande Oregon, the orange crew sets out into the forests at the estate of 
Harry Merlo.  Each morning each member of our crew participated in an activity called 
slash piling.  At the end of each workday there will stand tall nearly 50 new wood 
teepees, each covered with a layer of branches from the great Ponderosa Pine.  These 
teepees will be burned to a snow-covered ground next winter.  During this type of 
controlled burn to parts of the 12,500 acres of Harry Merlo’s property will have a greatly 
reduced ability to be ravaged by forest fires.   
Korrissa Custard 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week the orange crew’s goals vary from the physical to the emotional, but 
we all have one goal in common.  To slash pile downed twigs, logs and limbs from 
previous logging projects and natural thinning.  As our second day closes, we see how 
trying this two-week project really can be.  Also as the crew grows closer to each other, 
we find ourselves creating new goals for ourselves and others.  I have a feeling our goals 
will be met. 
Silas Prince 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 My dad has a term for describing jobs you have when you are in high school as 
college work, meaning the longer you are at this job, the more you want to go to college 
so you don’t ever have to do this job again.  College work usually consists of assembly 
lines or simple jobs you don’t need a brain for and don’t get anything out of it.  At first 
look I thought this would constitute college work, but now I have come to change my 
mind.  True, it does consist of long hours of moving one pile of wood into another piled 
of wood that mysteriously forms a dome-like shape, but once you actually break it down 



we are going to walk away from these days having learned more than originally expected.  
We are going to know how to make a really good bon fire.  We now know about Harry 
Merlo, who used money he earned through logging to get 12,500 acres in Eastern 
Oregon.  We learned about the importance of clearing a forest floor to prevent out of 
control forest fires.  I can safely say that you have to have a DVD player in your car to 
work for Rex.  We learned correct procedure when working on a steep hill.  Finally I can 
say we learned how to work a full productive day together. 
Daniel Reeve 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week orange crew has had many injuries.  Korrissa AKA Rooster sprained 
her ankle and continues to have problems.  Tyler AKA Grizzly has suffered from foot 
blisters and an asthma attack.  Jason conveniently sprained his ankle 3 hours prior to 
writing this journal.  Despite all these problems, the orange crew will keep on pushing, 
work hard and work some more.  Another challenge the orange crew has had to deal with 
was the storming or clashing of personalities; the snoring, the smell of stinkin’ clothes 
and hairy armpits.  It is just too much!  This week slash piling has been hard work 
because we are consistently lifting heavy logs in the hot sun.  Dehydration is another 
thing we deal with, so we make sure we drink plenty of water.  But with the second week 
almost over, we have accomplished so much. 
Anna McKenzie 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Merlo Slash Piling 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Saturday was a depressing day at NYC for the orange crew.  We lost one or our 
members, once known as Rooster.  After dropping off our rover we spent our mournful 
afternoon at a state park swimming, playing Frisbee, listening to a local playing 
harmonica and guitar and sleeping.  It was a two hour vacation for us.  Afterwards a 
couple of us met our parents at another state park after two week of not seeing each other. 
It was a great day for us to open up to each other and enjoy ourselves from not working.  
The next day was a chill day.  We relaxed at the laundry-mat and enjoyed some pizza 
from our contacts.  Another great vacation! 
Jared Bennett 
 



TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
  This week we‘re finishing up our two week slash piling job on Harry Merlo’s 
property.  We’re slash piling to clear out old wood and fresh cuts for fire prevention and 
I’m sure our whole crew will be happy to get our new job next week. 
Chris Swann 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 As big hump day nears its’ close, the orange crew is filled with excitement.  We 
are halfway done with NYC and we only have eight more hours of slash piling.  
Although we are happy to leave, these past two weeks have been filled with memories we 
will take home as great stories.  Who could forget driving the mulcher?  For some 
bmmphmmp, (Anna) it was their first time ever driving anything.  We also got to tour all 
of the land that will someday belong to Cate after she marries the multimillionaire, Harry 
Merlo.  We also got to watch a horse being shoed, and go out to pizza on Rex.  Now as 
we are about to eat meat that was once a steer raised on the land we have now all worked, 
I know we all feel honored to be a part of orange crew. 
Cate Lever 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our goal for this week is making our slash piles more neat.  Our contact said 
quality than quantity.    So today half of our crew went back to fix up the piles that we did 
in the beginning of the weekend and get some wood off the road.  Another goal of ours is 
that we don’t have to work Friday or in the scorching sun, but since we worked hard, we 
don’t have to work Friday cause we also have a long drive ahead of us. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 As the 2 weeks of slash piling comes to a close for the orange crew, a lot of things 
come up and a lot was learned, even though this time consuming project was tiring, 
stressful and also a learning experience for everyone.  Tensions did run high.  The drama 
began to unfold, but breaking the orange crews’ will power, we still finished our project 
strong.  Finishing out the two weeks is a joy for everyone, not only because we were told 
by Rex we did a good job, we also don’t have to work on Friday.  Rex taught us all about 
the environment, and about Harry’s land.  This place is wonderful and sure will miss, but 
it was a great experience for everyone. 
Jeremiah Todd 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Katie 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Twisp River Trail Brushing 
 



NATIONAL FOREST:  Okanogan 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew went to Levenworth, which looked like they were stuck in 
medieval times.  We visited a chocolate factory, a lake and more.  We also had NYC 
Olympics, which was a hazel hoe run, a Pulaski hold and a water chug.  We lost due to 
Tom rigging it.  Over all, it was an alright weekend, but some of us are just waiting to get 
back to work. 
Chris Swann 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project for this week is trail brushing.  Trail brushing is simply:  lopping, 
sanding and clearing of the outskirts of our trail.  We are currently working the Lewis 
Lake Trail using loppers, saws and mid-reach saws to clear the overgrown plants.  Our 
main goal is to reach the trails’ end at Lewis Lake by Wednesday and start a new trail for 
the remaining days. 
Silas Prince 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The crew’s goals for this week are trail brushing the trails so that they are more 
accessible for people to gravel through; to get along and make it through the week and to 
reach about a mile and a half of trail brushing. 
Anna McKenzie 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Scenic views, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and grueling hikes:  three 
completely random items that seem to describe this week in a nutshell.  While a nutshell 
is still only a nutshell and in order to get a group on this whole week you need more than 
three weeks.  Our days begin with a combination of pleasancy, due to the fact that it’s not 
that cold and disappointment because the neighbors’ pancakes play a dark trick on your 
nose.  This is quickly followed by a grueling hike uphill that, for awhile, you feel it has a 
mystic ability and will never end.  Our daily work of trail brushing is frequently 
described with one and only one word; tedious.  Now when describing a day, you can 
never forget the meal of the day, lunch, which is composed of peanut butter and jelly, 
frequently. 
Daniel Reeve 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day so far at NYC was by far today, 7-14-08.  The 
reasoning for this is I really had to push myself to be able to work a ten hour day and then 



hike out.  I’m having some physical issues that are putting me in a lot of pain.  Also it is 
becoming the end of the session making me more anxious to get home, yet sad because I 
have to leave all my new friends.  I was really struggling and tried really hard.  I made it 
and have no regrets of how hard I worked.   �   7-14-08 
Sarah Brown 
 

My most challenging day at NYC was the first day of the 5th week because it was 
the first ten hour day I’ve ever worked in my life and it was for my first job, but I felt 
really good after finishing the day. 
Chris 
 
 My most challenging day was orientation.  I was really nervous and had trouble 
establishing myself in a group.  None of the work days stood out to me as being any more 
difficult than the next.  By the 5th week I have learned to even enjoy the work and hope to 
have a career similar to NYC, maybe even be a crew-leader some day.  Even though 
orientation was the most challenging day, I made it through and I am proud to say this 
will help when I go off to college and have to meet all new people.   
Cate Lever 
 
 My most challenging day was 2nd to last day of work when we hiked 12 miles 
carrying something in each hand and on my back.  
 
 My most challenging day at NYC was when we had to hike up the mountain or 
hill and carry 5 gallons ½ full.  It was hard, but I made it to the 5th week and I am proud 
of myself. 
Anna McKenzie 
 
 The most challenging day at NYC for me so far would have to be the first 
orientation day.  To go into a completely new situation without knowing what to expect is 
never very fun, so it was very nerve racking, especially since I showed up late and 
screwed up on the alphabet.  I did survive the first day and I don’t think there has been a 
day quite that challenging again yet. 
Daniel Reeve 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC is every day.  Each and every day seems longer 
and harder.  Honestly if it wasn’t for my other crew members, I don’t think I could 
handle it. 
Shelby Hay 
 

My most challenging day at NYC was today.    Never at a NYC session have I 
worked a 10 hour day, but truthfully I crave more! 
Jared 
 
 My most challenging day was the Thursday that I went to the clinic.  That 
prevented me from working for two days, so I lost my completion bonus for the week.  



So the remaining week I will push myself so in my mind I have worked my hardest to 
make up that time. 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 One of my favorite experiences was meeting new people; see new parts of 
Washington that I have not seen before and probably wouldn’t outside of NYC; finishing 
the final work day knowing that I did the best that I could this session. 
Tyler 
 
 Out of my experiences at NYC the three best would have to be making the whole 
10 mile hike with Sam.  When I made it through the first of our two 10 hour days, and the 
first time I felt I deserved to relax at a weekend site. 
 
 My favorite NYC memory was the 2 weeks spent outside of LaGrande.  I slash 
piled for the first time.  I saw my parents on the weekend.  Rex (our contact) took us out 
for pizza.  Rex also taught a SEED.  He taught us about horse-shooing, skinning wood 
and about the geography of the area along with giving us 6 lbs. of elk for dinner one 
night.  Rex even showed us one of many houses that our other contact owns (Harry 
Merlo).  The house was awesome: a statue of a 10 foot elk and 2 6 foot bronze eagles, 
while looking envious at his hot tub. 
Jared Bennett 
  
 My favorite NYC moment is yet to come.  It will be graduation. 
Shelby Hay 
 
 My favorite NYC moment was the first shower we took after a long dirtyful week 
of hounds tongue.  Another cherished moment would have to be seeing 3 herds of elk at 
Rex’s/Harry Merlo’s ranch!  I also extremely enjoyed every single day of work with my 
lovely corps-members.  I love you guys.  At the top of Alder Ridge on my 12 mile work 
day; seeing that felt like the top of the world. 
Cate Lever 
 

1. The day Jason pushed me really hard at work at Rex’s 
2. Parent visitation day in LaGrande 
3. Girls first bonding, laughing moment in tent. 

Sarah Brown 
 
 My 3 favorite NYC experiences were during the 4th week on a rec trip hiking 10 
miles up a mountain.  Next is when I took a rec trip with Kelley into Levenworth.  My 
final is when we were working at Harry Merlo’s and I got to drive the mulcher. 
Anna McKenzie 
 
 My 3 favorite NYC experiences was meeting all of my new friends, working hard 
the last week and having the best hike I’ve ever had. 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 



 Three things I learned at NYC were to accept, not just tolerate, not to take things 
for granted/to appreciate and to push yourself feels great. 
Sarah Brown 
 
 Three things I learned at NYC are how to build slash piles, how to cook and how 
to set up a tent. 
Anna McKenzie 
 
 Three things I learned at NYC were tolerance, acceptance and patience. 
Shelby Hay 
 
 My three things that I have learned in my NYC experience are how to set up a 
successful camp without a lot of help, how to work with many types of people, and how 
to motivate myself at the worksite. 
 
 How hard that I can push myself; also tolerate the drama that has happened all 
this session.  When I go back to the real world to find a job, I can handle anything that 
can or will happen. 
 
 Three things I learned at NYC would be that I can always push myself further 
than I thought.  It’s all about your mindset!  How to come out of my comfort zone 
quickly and how to cope with people that aren’t always the easiest to deal with and learn 
to love them… 
Cate Lever 
 
 Three things I learned at NYC is how to deal with people that might get on your 
nerves sometimes, how to work better and how to be a better person. 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 

One thing I will always remember is how great it felt to finish the last day of 
work. 
Sarah Brown 
 
 One thing I will always remember is the feeling you get from a hard day truly 
earned. 
Daniel Reeve 
 
 I will always remember the people that I have made friends with.  Also the feeling 
that I had when the final tool count was called… 
 
 I will always remember the 3rd week rec trip.  Hanging out at Levenworth (a small 
German tourist town), swimming in a lake that I really could say was freezing but 
refreshing and topping the day off with a visit from my dad and his girlfriend and seeing 
they’re reaction when they saw how dirty I was.  My dad and a rover convinced everyone 
that there was cheesecake after dinner.  It was hilarious watching everyone scarf down 
their meals! 



 
 One thing I will always remember is how tired, yet satisfied I felt after my 12 
mile workday with Chris and Katie.  It was the most challenging thing I have ever done 
and at times while out there, I hated it.  But I will always remember it as the most 
gratifying moment of NYC.  If I got one thing out of NYC, it was that day.  It has opened 
my eyes to what I am capable of. 
Cate Lever 
 
 One thing I will always remember was all of my experiences I had on my own for 
the first time and how I made it through with the help of my crew—my friends. 
 
 All of the people I got to meet at NYC… 
Anna McKenzie 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always do things to the best of my ability, pushing myself 
beyond what I think I can do. 
 
 From now on I will be more appreciative and get to know someone and their story 
before I judge. 
Sarah Brown 
 
 From now on I will not accept the bare minimal output from myself.  I am going 
to try and do my best all the time. 
Daniel Reeve 
 
 From now on I will try to step up on being a leader, ending disputes and 
encouraging people to also be a leader. 
Jared Bennett 
 
 Try to give 100% on everything I do and not be a slacker. 
Anna McKenzie 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Ochoco Weeds 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Ochoco 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Paulina 
 



MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was the crew’s first day of having a full day experience.  Definitely a very 
trying day of beginning a job site…  One of the biggest struggles was definitely staying 
hydrated in the heat.  Another one of the struggles was having to work in hot weather, 
then having to hike ¾ mile up the mountain to the landing. 
 Interesting fact of the day:  we did, in fact, see two bears, a mother and a cub.  All 
in all though, it was a fantastic day with excellent teamwork.  We are hoping for the same 
tomorrow. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our assignment is to fight hounds tongue, a noxious invasive weed.  It is 
recognized by its elongated eye-shaped leaves with long stems and veins.  It has purple 
flowering buds and bluish seeds. 
 We are working in the Ochoco National Forest and are camped at Big Springs 
Campground.  Our current work site is a gulch filled with mixed conifers and the victim 
weed.  There is a stream at the bottom of the steep walk.  The climb to the road is the 
most dreaded part. 
 A Haiku: 
 Noxious hounds tongue 
 Endless weed for endless work 
 Tension gone at camp. 
Karl Boldenow 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today was a great day.  We are ahead of schedule and we’re all working really 
hard to knock out this hounds tongue.  Our goal for today was to get all of the trail done, 
or as close to it so that on Friday we can just do a huge sweep of the area.  Our goal for 
the rest of the week is to finish EVERYTHING and do the sweep on Friday.  We also did 
AMAZINGLY well on the hike back to the van.  Katy, Danika and Monika led the crew 
and did so well.  I am so proud of my crew and I’m thrilled to see what is in store for us 
for the rest of the session. 
 BLUE CREW RULES! 
Morgan Brennan 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week has been amazing, yet tiring.  Our crew has learned so much about 
ourselves and our peers.  We have mastered the annoying and tedious hounds tongue!  
SEEDS can teach so much.  We have learned about racism, leave no trace, and have done 
our first observations.  Our crew leaders, Fiona and Jason, have been amazing mentors 
and motivators.  Katy has conquered the Hill of Treacherousness!  So have I! and boy, 
was that hard!  Catheran and Morgan have made all of us smile, Karl the Amazing of All 
Facts! Oh, and singing was amazing. 
 Go Blue Crew Bears!  Rawr!!! 
Monika Donnell 
 



FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 I would have to say that the challenges that we faced would be getting up the hill.  
We accomplished taking out the site, plus what we were supposed to do. 
Catheran Hansen 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK #  2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Twisp River Trails Brushing 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Okanogan 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Methow Valley 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend started out with a 6-hour drive from Ochoco National Forest to the 
gorge in NE Oregon.  Along the way we made an expensive laundry stop during which 
we got to witness kids who were asking for gas money get talked to by cops.  We were 
also hailed by an old crew member.  When we got to the weekend site, things quickly got 
competitive between us and orange crew.  Our crew was the first to get unpacked but 
they beat us on tent pitching.  Saturday we all got our choice of where to go on our rec 
trip.  Things went smoothly.  Saturday night we were awoken to tents flipping over from 
the intense gorge wind.  Ethan spent a lot of his night trying to help re-stake tents, but 
inevitable we were told to take the tent legs out by Fiona.  Sunday morning we were told 
where we were going and after—on an 8 hour drive full of both laughter and irritable 
moments, we have now started our second job at Okanogan National Forest. 
Gavin 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are the Okanogan Trail cleaner-outers.  It appears to be home of some very 
friendly deer who seem fond of our food.  But alas, they were scared off by the 
serenaders.  In other news besides the intrinsic deer, us fierce blue crew bears are taking 
their sublime loppers and hiking up the monstrous mountain in their snazzy work-boots 
to fight the angry and vicious weeds blocking the trail.  Our handy dandy helmets protect 
us from when the deer will come back in revenge.  When they get angry, little metal 
spikes grow out of the body and claw us so we have to wear protective gloves also.  
Sometimes they grow out black leathery wings.  So Mama Bear makes us do the blue 
crew cheer to make them run in fear.  But if our contact doesn’t come soon, then it may 
be too late and we may be deer food. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 It is Thursday.  We have one day until Friday.  We hiked up a mountain and we 
all carried the 5 gallon up the mountain.  It was hard but we worked as a team and we all 
got through it. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week blue crew got a GLORIOUS camp site with an outhouse and an icy 
cold river flowing under a bridge that makes me dizzy when I stand on it.  We get to the 
hike about a mile and a half every morning… get the endorphins flowing!  �   Then get 
the thirst on clipping limbs and climbing trees was loads of fun, along with throwing 
javelins and shot putting rocks.  Water became more and more of an issue, but the water-
miesters later fixed that problem. 
 The trip back down is always loaded with fun and ankle calls along with dust and 
loose rocks.  When we get to the bottom we get to relax a bit and have SEED.  Overall 
this week went by in what seemed like less than 2 days. Intense check-ins and two PHs 
filled this week with edge-of-the-seat moments and everyone is relieved it’s over. 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Little Pond Orielle Slash Piling 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Yesterday we departed from our weekend site near Twisp, WA to our new 
worksite in Little Pend Oreille Natl. Wildlife Refuge.  We are slash piling for our third 
work project.   
 Our van ride was filled with sleep and frustration.  Several hours in a van will try 
the nerves.  Setting up camps was frustrating as well. 
 Long car ride today 
 Slash piling for coming week 
 Burgers for dinner 
Karl 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
  
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 After the week our crew had last week we have many goals we would like to 
accomplish.  One is to repair our moods and keep a Positive Mental Attitude all week.  
We need to get our slash piles done with both quality and speed.  The major goal is to get 
through the week with minimal conflict and be that much closer to the end of the session. 
Gavin 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 After a tedious week of fighting dragons and stacking of the slash, we are all 
ready for the showers made from the fountain of youth.  Throughout the week we’ve had 
an assortment of weather including thunder, lightning, overcast and sunny days too; all 
provided to us by our local yellow crew member, Grey the Wizard.  As a crew, especially 
this week, we’ve had our ups and downs, but today Caroline set up a goal for us, which 
we all worked hard at, and over achieved it.  We all now get to look forward to the most 
delicious treat made with the most upmost care, love and patience by Caroline herself.  
The crew is very excited.  As much as we all love the mosquitoes, we’re very happy to 
change to the next site. 
Danika 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
  

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK #  4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Twisp River Trails Brushing 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew went to a town called Levenworth.  It was beautiful!  It 
was the 4th of July and though we did not get to use the laundry-mat, everyone was 
grateful to use it on Sunday.  We had the challenging yet fun NYC Olympics.  Catheran 
won a point for the women’s Pulaski challenge and BJ almost won for the men. (Good 
try, BJ!)  Next, we did the water chugging contest.  We did amazingly, but red crew beat 
us be a couple seconds.  Darn!  We still came in second.  This weekend brought our crew 
closer than ever! 
Monika 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 We awoke to a cold morning which both woke us up and caressed us back to our 
sleeping bags.  As usual we made our ascent up the trail to our jobsite.  Once we got to 
our site, we worked diligently throughout the day, quite luckily with minimal fighting 
throughout the day.  We received a special treat of Erick giving us a lesson on his home 
country, and we got to see many beautiful mountains throughout the day.  We worked a 
long and hard day, but at the end of eight and a half hours, we decided to go back to our 
camp and headed back to the van. 
Marc Sandoz 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for this week are to get through it with no arguments or 
negativity.  So far, we’ve done fairly well.  Not everyday can be perfect, but I think we’re 
all trying to stay positive and pleasant.  It’s also difficult remaining happy when the 
weather is very hot.  The sun is blamed most of the time for our irrationality.  Oh well, 5th 
week is almost here and our countdown has begun! 
Morgan Brennan 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned to work more efficiently with one another.  We 
learned more about resumes that will benefit us in the “real world”.  The most important 
thing we learned is how to be a crew. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 Today our crew got to work late.  The walk up was beautiful and so was the walk 
down.  Our crew is the best! 
Katy Sharp 
 
CREWLEADER:  Fiona 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK #  5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  No Entries 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
  
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 



THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was 5th week when I was really sick at work.  I 
don’t like letting my crew down so I felt bad when I had to sit out. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
 My most challenging day was Monday of the 5th I was really sick at work and had 
to sit down for awhile; then I got put on light duty.  I felt bad. 
Catheran Hansen 
 
 My most challenging day was either Thursday or Friday of third week.  The sun 
was beating down and I was having an off day.  The petty job of slash piling was hard for 
me in that kind of heat.  It was my longest day as well. 
Ethan Mann 
 
 My most challenging day was the 2nd day of first week.  I felt alone as far as 
friends went, and I had no idea how I was going to make it 5 weeks.  I was feeling 
extremely homesick and would have liked nothing more than to just go home, but I 
didn’t. 
Gavin Gephart 
 
 My most challenging day was on the 4th week when I was very aggravated with 
everyone and things around me so I took it upon myself to work totally alone from 
everyone.  It was a very stressful day for me. 
Marc Sandoz 
 
 My most challenging day was Wednesday on 5th week.  I forced myself to work 
even though I didn’t want to because it was the last full day of work. 
BJ Spikes 
 
 My most challenging day at NYC is the first week going up that mountain.  
Katy Sharp 
 
 Every hot day and every boring moment…  Working without drinking enough 
and being aggravated…  The whole 5 weeks is hard. 
Danika Nutter 
 
 Friday, 3rd week was a challenging day.  Very hot and very muggy, with boring 
slash-piling; the 4 hours seemed to last forever. 
Karl Boldenow 
 



 My most challenging moment would have to be every time we would walk about 
a tall steep hill.   
Monika Donnell 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 My 3 favorite NYC experiences were being able to travel and see Washington, 
meet really awesome people and getting dirty! 
Morgan Brennan 
 
 Dirt fights, hounds tongue shaking, bass… 
Ethan Mann 
 
 My favorite NYC experience was Tuesday on the last week.  A few of us had a 
huge dirt fight while working on trail work.  It was so fun. 
Catheran Hansen 
 
 The friends I made, the things I learned about myself, the experiences I had… 
Gavin Gephart 
 
 Making friends, working hard, learning… 
Karl Boldenow 
 
 My friends, traveling, seeing eastern Washington and Oregon and camping and 
being outside… 
Marc Sandoz 
 
 My three favorite things at NYC are making friends and hanging out as a crew, 
meeting new people. 
Katy Sharp 
 
 Traveling in Washington, meeting and getting to know my crew and the NYC 
strut. 
BJ Spikes 
 
 Traveling, meeting these awesome people and my own personal growth… 
Danika Nutter 
 
 Traveling, learning and learning about myself… 
Monika Donnell 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 Habitat enhancement by removing invasive species, fire management with slash 
piling and trail work… 
BJ Spikes 
 
 I learned how much slash piling is good for the environment. 



Catheran Hansen 
 
 I learned about hounds tongue and what it does to the environment.  I learned how 
hard I can push both myself and others.  I have become much better about opening up to 
people and making friends. 
Gavin Gephart 
 
 Learn more about myself 
  Something Educational Every Day 
   Working hard 
Karl Bolednow 
 
 I learned how to keep track of my stuff, how to manage my time and learned how 
to take orders better. 
Marc Sandoz 
 
 I learned I know I can do a lot of stuff that I did not know I can do.  I can open up 
to people. 
Katy Sharp 
 
 I learned that I can do much more than I though I could, that it’s worth opening up 
to people and showers aren’t everything. 
Danika Nutter 
 
 I learned there is more to life than fancy schools, drug abuse and friends. 
Monika Donnell 
 
 I learned that I can be a really good leader and that I need to set my expectations 
lower because everyone is different. 
Morgan Brennan 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember the friends I have made. 
Catheran Hansen 
  
 I will always remember all of the friends I made, and the fun we had together. 
Katy Sharp 
 
 I will remember the friends I made here and how much everyone cared about 
everyone. 
Danika Nutter 
 
 I will always remember the friends I have made and the things I have learned 
about myself. 
Monika Donnell 
 



 I will always remember singing with my crew and the awesome people I’ve met.   
Morgan Brennan 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Pay attention to my surroundings, such a forest that I camp in… 
Catheran Hansen 
  
 Have the initiative to do work. 
Danika Nutter 
 
 Pay attention to my surroundings… 
Monika Donnell 
 
 From now on I will always appreciate clean clothes, sinks and non-iodized water! 
Morgan Brennan 
 


