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EAST Program Participants 2008: 
 
 Now that the busy field season has wound to a close, it is a time for reflection. I 
hope that, by now, you have had a chance to realize what exactly your session in Idaho 
meant to you and how it may, indeed, carry on an affect for years to come, if not for your 
entire lifetime. For some of you, it may have been an opportunity to enhance your 
understanding of our outside world, this having been some of your first experiences 
camping. For some of you, you may have come away with new job skills and 
understandings of responsibilities that you may not have had before. There are so many 
things to learn here at NYC, and I’ve come to find that they are not often recognized until 
well after the last shotgun has been packed, after the last rig has been swept at big clean, 
and after you were FINALLY able to catch up on your sleep in your own bed. Everybody 
comes away with something different from their experience with NYC, not just ripped 
muscles and a new body odor they didn’t know existed.  
 
 We ALL came away from Idaho with wonderful stories to tell.  
 
 As a crew, you were able to surmount big obstacles, like mountains, rivers, 
downed trees, brutal sun, and thirst that may not have been anything like any other thirst 
you have had before. And, as a crew, you went from a group of perfect strangers and 
tackled these challenges with full hearts, with pulaskis-a-blazing, and the intense fervor 
that can only be found in an NYC crew.  
 
 Well done. Pat yourself on the back. And the person on your left in the circle. 
  
 I wanted to take a moment and thank you all for what you brought to the table. 
You brought skill, you brought intensity, you brought dedication. You brought PBJ’s to 
the worksite everyday, and fed me the ones from three days prior. You brought the fun, 
the silliness, and most importantly, the love to what it we do here, at NYC. And you 
continued our good name and reputation in the great state of Idaho.  
 
 Thank you for all you did. I hope to see you again. 
 
-Adam Taylor “Pappa Bear” 
Program Coordinator/Woodsboss - Idaho 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









 
 
CREWLEADER:  Steve 
 
CREW COLOR:  Orange 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Castle Rock 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Sawtooth 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Ketchum 
 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 All of NYC woke up bright and early on Sunday morning in Lewiston.  Today 
was the day that the best of the best would be separated into the Orange crew!  After this 
glorious act, the Orange crew packed up and headed out to begin their nine hour journey!  
After the awesome journey ended, we spent our first night at the Greenhorn Guard 
Station.  In the morning we packed up and headed further into the beautiful Sawtooth 
Mountain Range to begin our first trail digging adventure. 
Aryel Knoles �  
 



TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We started our epic Idaho adventure in the Sawtooth Mountain Range.  Ya’ boy 
done got big on a two thousand foot trail re-routing project.  After two days of work, 
Orange team straight got buck and all that remains is a day of quality control.  Right now 
we’re doing chores and getting ready to do some work on dinner. 
Joel Rake-Marona 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our goal is to make a detour for a trail but also our goal is to learn how 
to make trail and to learn how to work hard and have fun.  The crew likes pickles and 
tofu.  We also made too much Alfredo and noodles.  It was good.  We were also visited 
by latrine using bears. 
Graham 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week Orange crew, the best crew in the world, learned all there is to know 
about trail digging.  We learned how to dig cut bank, clear duff and how to bump the 
yellow tops.  .  Wootz. 
Nicci Kaufman 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Well, just the other day our crew had an “adventure.”  We had to hike about 9 
miles, half our crew went up the hills and half of us went down, and I was with the crew 
that went downhill and one challenge we had to do was to chop a tree that was lying in 
our way—like right in the middle of our trail, so we hacked the “poo” out of it and I hit 
like the last chop and even though I didn’t do it all myself, but it felt so good to crack the 
tree right in half.  So that was one accomplishment that I felt very good about.  And the 
main things I like about our crew is how much we have in common.  We all relate with 
each other one way or another and I can’t forget to mention Steve, our awesome crew 
leader that well help us out with anything we need, whether it’s being mom, sister or 
brother.  So thanks, Steve.   
Javier Zamarripa 
 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Harig 
 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Krassel Trails Black More 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Krassel 
 



 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Friday we took our first showers of the session and they were amazing.  We 
got to the weekend site after dark and unloaded so fast, it was like a hurricane.  On 
Saturday we went to Ponderosa Park and got lost on the way back for about 45 minutes.  
Then we stopped in town for an hour and a half.  After that we hiked to a waterfall for 
half a mile and didn’t even get to see it.  
Bear 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Orange crew took week 2 head on by spending Sunday hiking three treacherous 
miles into perilous backcountry territory.  There we were met by a helicopter carrying 
assorted tools and goods.  Early Monday morning we were met by our contact, Patty, 
who assigned us the grueling task of trail maintenance. 
Joel 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we have been working on a crazzzyyy trail by making it pretty and 
practical again.  Our goal is to get as far as we can up the trail without dying.  Sometimes 
the trail work seems never ending, or too tiring to do, but a goal that is set in our minds is 
to push ourselves past our limits and grow emotionally and physically.  This is a goal we 
have been working on since day one and we will continue working on it till the last day. 
Aryel Knoles 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned a lot about things that we need and don’t need for 
backcountry.  Also that bread really doesn’t survive well when dumped from a helicopter.  
As a whole group (I believe) that we continue to work better as a team as the days go by.  
On a less serious note, we are all learning how to beat box, which is awesome fun.  I 
think by the end of the backcountry we, as a team, will be a whole musical group of some 
sort. �   Other than that, I’m not to sure what we have learned.  Well, other than how to 
have awesome fun.    
Katherine Dymock 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week on the epic orange crew, we tackled a hike over three miles that was 
straight up.  We only had to hike in our p-gear because our contact arranged for our living 
essentials to be flown in by a helicopter.  When we reached the drop-off spot, we waited 
for the helicopter to place our gear.  We set up camp in the wrong spot on Sunday night, 
so after work on Monday, we moved camp at our new location.  We have fought to the 
teeth with horse-flies and mosquitoes.  Our camp is very close to a stream that seems to 
be fed by glaciers located in the North Pole.  Every morning we bear the icy air to get up 
for work, then we bear the sweltering heat as we pound away at rock and dirt so that the 
contact will be pleased.  Every night we enjoy a scrumptious meal, then we gather around 
the campfire to talk about the day and anything else that comes to our minds.  We are all 



looking forward to tomorrow so that we can have some time to ourselves and maybe even 
taking a walk to the waterfall about two miles up the trail.  The scenery here is beautiful 
and I am pretty sure that we all will miss this place in one way or another when we have 
to pack out next week. 
Sean Ewing  
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Harig 
 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Krassel Trails Black Mute 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Krassel 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we mainly slept, played guitar, or went to the water fall and slept, 
and on Sunday we worked on the trail for 5 hours.  We also found out not the feed Steve 
burritos on Thursday because he gets the worst gas ever known.  We should give him 
burritos the day before Adam comes. 
Graham   
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project mainly is to put rock structures as we renew a trail, rock structures 
such as water-bars, rock-walls and I think that’s about it,.  Oh, and we’re re-doing and 
making switch backs.  It’s pretty awesome to learn these new traits and the days flying by 
pretty fast as well because we’re busy at work.  It seems to go be a lot faster when you do 
that. 
Javier Zamarippa 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for this week are mostly simple.  We just want to get everyone’s 
hours in so we can hike out on Friday.  It was a really long hike up but when we hike out, 
it will be all down hill, so YAY!  So far the week is going by really good.  Well I see no 
reason to complain.  Our crew has been spending a lot of time near the creek and what 
not, mostly because it’s been really hot and we all need to cool down and the creek is 
good for that kind of stuff.  Often my time I really….  Oh Nicci, say “hey-hey-hey �   
POST SCRIPT… Remember to put cheese in the sandwiches...it needs to be there! 
Katherine Dymock 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 Thursday was the toughest day of all time—a day designed to CRUSH NYC 
crews.  Fortunately orange crew is light years ahead of the rest and kicked Thursday’s 
butt!!  Running off of trans-fat and hummus sandwiches, orange crew made so many rock 
structures in one day that it would blow your mind to smithereens.  I suppose that if you 
need to summarize, you could say that today we learned how utterly amazing the Orange 
crew is and how everyone should be in awe of them. 
Aryel Knoles (Golden Stylus Winner) 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week the crew tackles the challenge of building structures, many structures, 
hundreds of structures!  Whether it was switchbacks, rock drainages or retaining walls, 
orange crew completed the projects with the swift authority of an abusive adult male.  
Thursday night we battled the elements as trees were felled by a mighty storm of thunder.  
Friday morning tired and wet, but still alive, we set out on our perilous journey back to 
civilization.  The read was tough and much blood was spilled, but in the end, Orange 
crew came out victorious.  Victory is as sweet as Mother Nature’s tears when she see’s 
the trails we brutally gashed into her once beautiful features. 
Joel Rake-Marona  (Golden Stylus Winner) 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Harig 
 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Cascade Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Boise 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Cascade 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we slept in till we smelled the smell of gingerbread pancakes and 
when we were all fully awake, we received mail and went into town.  Also learned about 
the amazing smoke jumpers, but after we were in town, we met parents, family and 
friends.   
Graham (near suicidal, but still amazing) 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week we are in the Boise National Forest doing maintenance on the most 
ingenious trail ever created. The trail designers laughed in the faces of switchbacks 
everywhere as they decided to curve their trail straight up and then straight down the 
mountain.  Our task was to fix the few minor flaws that came with this near flawless 
design.  



Joel Rake-Marona 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Mid-week orange crew came to a great trench. A large incredible trench but it was 
not to defeat Orange crew.  We filled it with much dirt faster that Santa Claus drops off 
gifts into peoples’ houses…   Still can’t catch him… but one DAY!  Anyways we soon 
decided fast filling in this great trench was going to take too much time so we then began 
our glorious re-route, which by the end of the day, we had completed (for the most part).  
We have no goals as a crew just trail that we awesome-nify to the tender power of 
coolness�  �  �  
Katherine Dymock 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Once upon a time, a crew, the best crew, didn’t bring enough water to work.  It 
was a day filled with delirium and fun stuffed insanity.  Whilst digging part of a reroute, 
my crew, the best crew, (more specifically, Katie) stared singing to the giant burning ball 
of gas in the sky.  It was a joyous occasion indeed.  In the end, we learned that the sun is 
a mass of incandescent gas, a gigantic nuclear furnace, where Hydrogen is built into 
Helium at a temperature of million degrees. 
Nicci “Carlos” Kaufman 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 On Friday, orange crew packed up from our backcountry extravaganza and hiked 
into work.  For the first hour we worked with our backpacks on because we’re Youth 
Corps.  After work, we hiked back to camp and proceeded to drive out to our next 
destination.  On the way we got stuck on a drainage dip approximately 3 feet tall.  We 
made many different attempts to get it out of the ditch.  Eventually we resorted to 
painting a female yeti on the back of the bus.  We then proceeded to make female mating 
calls until a male came dashing out of the woods and tackled the painting.  This caused 
the bus to become dislodged and we were free to go.  I then woke up in the middle of the 
night and saw we were still stuck in the dip.  We had camped out in the road and our 
pirate leader, Steve, cut up a log for a road-block. 
Bear 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Steve Harig 
 
CREW COLOR: Orange 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Cascade Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Boise 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Cascade 



 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we set out upon a journey we would never forget.  It was to be a 
simple one hour journey from our previous site to a new one designated by our contact, 
but instead fifty minutes into our journey, our van was assaulted by an evil drainage ditch 
that stuck our van for 18 hours and after we attacked and murdered the drainage ditch 
from Hell, we were going to sleep on the bus but alas, we had to chainsaw two logs and 
“fix” another drainage before we got there and stuck.  Spent another 18 hours in a ditch, 
but when we finally got there, we realized we could have been on a different route that 
would save us all.  PS.  We will ask for directions next time. 
Graham 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
We are working on Gold Fork Dollar Creek Trail No. 114.  It is in pretty bad shape but 
after the miraculous Orange crew worked away with the blistering sun, it looks like a trail 
to Heaven.  It leads all the way up the hill and where there were gullies and trenches, 
there now stands beautiful trail that looks to be paved in gold.  It surely is a sight for sore 
eyes, and our eyes are getting there. 
Sean Ewing 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crews’ only goal is to own all.  Since we already do that, we worked on 
making an awesome trail awesomer.  We set off early morning because that’s what we 
like to do—work under the moon light…kinda.  We hiked a long ways up a giant 
mountain because the day before we destroyed the land and brought it back to life as a 
magical and beautiful trail.  It was much like watching a Phoenix being reborn.  Yeah.  
We are that cool.  After our epic building of the trail, we came back to our camp because 
we needed to rest.  Only because we aren’t allowed to work that long…  There is an 
awesome river where we spent the rest of the day trying to catch salmon…but alas 
none—so we ate other stuff—it’s all good. 
Katherine Dymock 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Well our crews’ only goal for Thursday was that we had to dig 1,000 feet of trail 
for that day and our consequence of not doing 1,000 feet was three of our hours would 
not count making us work a six hour day.  So we busted out our trail making skills 
putting our blood, sweat, tears and a little bit of “puke” (from Karley) into busting out 
trail, with our crazy ninja skills and songs about depressed perfect Emo’s we finally work 
ourselves out to our full potential to learn that we were 30 whole feet away from 1,000 
feet (so disappointing) but so great. 
Javier Zamarippa 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 !ORANGE CREW!  This week the crew suffered many bus related troubles.  
First, while we were trying to make it to our job site, we got stuck in a Yeti sized 



drainage and had to camp in the middle of the road.  The following morning we were able 
to dig it out using our huge tools/brains/muscles.  Then, whilst attempting to leave this 
morning, we found that our battery was dead.  After sitting in the freezing moonlight for 
well over an hour, Steve arrived with help in the form of a trucker that gave us a jump.  
All in all it was a trying week, but ORANGE CREW PREVAILED! �

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 The first Wednesday I was so homesick and sad and tired that I almost wanted to 
quit.  It was a really, really bad day for me.  Luckily I have a great crew who helped me 
tough it out and the next four weeks were AMAZING. 
Aryel 
 
 My most challenging day was the Tuesday of the 4th week when we had to hike to 
our backcountry project with the first part uphill and the last hour downhill, and then 30 
minutes later hike back up and work.  I was exhausted mentally and physically, but in 
hindsight I know it made me stronger. 
Nicci Kaufman “Carlos” 
 
 At orientation, because I’m a shy kid.  I dislike big groups so I didn’t have the 
greatest time.   
Bear 
 
 Second work day—week one, because I was sore and still getting used to the 
routine.  We had gotten off our first day of work.   
Sean 
 
 When my parents left after parents’ day…  I missed them a lot and then it was 
hard to focus on work and other things.  I was happy/sad that day. 
Katherine D 
 
 My most challenging day was the first work day at NYC 
Graham 
 
 My most challenging day was the last day because I really didn’t want to work, so 
I had to constantly be pushing myself to push myself. 
Joel 
 
 My hardest day of NYC was during the last week.  It was a day before I got sick 
and had to sit out of work.  My body was shutting down and all I wanted to do was go 
home. 
Karley Martin 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when we were hanging out; well, actually leaving 
the first day to my NYC experience.  I’d say it was the most challenging because I didn’t 
know anyone and I was all by myself.  It was difficult for me because it was the first time 
I’d be on my own with a bunch of goofies, but most of them turned out all right. 



Javier Zamarippa 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 

1. At the first weekend site our crew hung out with each other even though we 
didn’t have to.  I think that made me really happy to know we didn’t hate each 
other. 

2. Our bus got stuck in a hole on our day off.  Everyone had so much PMA that 
it made it really fun to dig the bus out. 

3. On our last workday, we didn’t want to leave because we didn’t want to leave 
each other.  That made me really happy. 

Aryel 
 

1. Our first bus ride as a crew was 9 hours long.  IT made for some awesome 
conversation and we were able to get to know each other quickly.   

2. Getting stuck in a massive drain dip and digging the bus out on our day off. 
3. The last day of work…  Packed full with nutritious and delicious PMA 

Nicci “Carlos” K 
 

1. The water fall the 2nd week 
2. Bonding with all my group  
3. Working outdoors 

Bear 
 

1. The waterfall on the weekend of the second week.  It was beautiful.   
2. Hiking up to work after hiking to a campsite fourth week 
3. Getting stuck in the middle of the road on our day off weekend of the fourth 

week.  We camped in the middle of the road. 
Sean 
 
 My first favorite was the first bus ride.  It was really interesting getting to know 
everyone—and awkward.  My second was when me and a couple other people from the 
crew hiked to the waterfall.  AWESOME!  And the third is several women that when we 
told jokes in the tent and laughed a lot.  ���  
Katherine�
�

1. Getting the bus stuck 
2. Sleeping 
3. Waterfall 

Graham 
 
 On the second weekend some of us took a hike to a waterfall.  Let’s just say it 
was perfect. 
Joel Rake-Marona 
 

1. Getting lost with every bus ride 
2. Dinnertime everyday 
3. Learning about everyone. 



Karley Martin 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned that I have so much strength that I didn’t know about, mentally and 
physically.  I can climb up a mountain and I can face ALL of my fears.  I also learned 
that I can make myself proud. 
Aryel 
 

At NYC I learned that I could push myself even farther than I did my first session:  
I could hike with more in my pack, do more with one tool and try to get along with 
someone I would love to just yell at all the time. 
Nicci “Carlos” Kaufman 
 
 At NYC I learned how to cook outdoors.  I also learned other things about being 
in the outdoors like leave no trace. 
Bear 
 
 At NYC I learned about nature and I learned a lot about myself—that I do have 
what it takes to hike miles uphill and not stop.  I love it. 
Sean 
 At NYC I learned a lot of peoples’ different opinions on things.  I most definitely 
learned how to be a good leader and a better person.  I guess just a lot about myself and 
who I want to be.   
Katherine D 
 
 To appreciate my own self because there is only one me �  
Graham 
 
 I learned that if I push myself, I can be a good worker and something of a leader. 
Joel Rake-Marona 
 
 “Hard work pays off”; “patience is a virtue”, are things that I have learned here at 
NYC. 
Karley Martin 
 
 Some things I learned at NYC was to have patience:  patience because everyone 
seems to be hard of hearing or has some sort of trouble doing what is asked, so I had to 
be patient for that.  Another thing I learned is self-respect and respect in general.  I 
learned to look at things in other peoples’ perspective and how to just work hard. 
Javier Zamarippa 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember when I got to go sit alone in backcountry for an hour.  It 
was one of the first times I was ever really at peace. 
Aryel 
 



 I will always remember the beautiful views our crew had on the way to work. 
Nicci “Carlos” Kaufman 
 
 I will always remember all of the times that we just sat and talked as a crew while 
listening to one of us play guitar and or sing.  It was a blast getting to know everyone on 
this crew. 
Sean 
 
 I will always remember how everyone on the crew was awesome.  How we 
worked so well as a group and all the times we laughed and had lots of fun…so 
everything, in short… 
Katherine D 
 

To appreciate everything… 
Graham 
 
 I will always remember when we had to dig ourselves out of a drainage dip and 
camp in the road. 
Joel R-M 
 
 I will always remember how hard it was. 
Karley Martin 
 
 One thing I will always remember from my NYC experience is knowing not to 
give up, because if I were to have a different mentality, then I would have never made it 
though the NYC program, even though times were tough.  I’ll know to push myself when 
things get hard, just because NYC gave me that confidence I need to know I can achieve 
anything if I try and want it hard enough. 
Javier Zamarippa 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always push myself past my limits cause this has shown me 
that I can. 
Aryel 
 
 From now on, I will always walk with my head up, I wouldn’t want to miss a 
pretty sunrise. 
Nicci “Carlos” Kaufman 
 
 I will always push myself to the fullest.  I will also push my friends and co-
workers to the fullest as well. 
Bear 
 
 I will always from now on do my possible best and work to my physical limits, 
not my mental limits because NYC taught me that I can. 
Sean 



 
 From now on I will always be thankful for eating real food without the words 
“trio” or TVP” on it and I’ll have some pride too. 
Katherine D 
 
 Be appreciative of other people. 
Graham 
 
 I’m always going to strive to be the absolute best I can be or at least just be 
happy. 
Joel R-M 
 
 I will always have a different point of view, especially towards nature and life. 
Karley Martin 
 
 From now on I will respect people I didn’t really respect before.  Just knowing 
that they work for what they get and knowing it’s not fair to judge people without getting 
to know them first, and just looking at things from others’ perspective, because you never 
really know why people think what they think and what their background is like and just 
appreciating nature and the things I have in life in general. 
Javier Zamarippa 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Deep Creek 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Council 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We rose up early.  It was cool out.  The perfect workday…  We hiked awhile to 
the work site.  It was really an awesome area to work in.  By the time lunch came, I had 
all the basics down.  Walking up and down the area I worked felt really good, so for this 
has been hard work but overall an awesome experience. 
Matt 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 (Goals)  My goals for NYC is to just keep working even when things get hard.  
Hard rain brought my spirits down but I just kept going at it.  But my main goal here is to 
show that I want to put myself into a hard working, but amazing experience situation, 
which is already happening.  I would have to say after this I’ll be a harder more devoted 
worker than before. 
Mikey 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 (What crew is like:) 
 I hate this pen.  They’re all pretty funny.  Vincent’s jokes are lacking.  Sam and 
Frodo are pretty funny.  I never thought people would play WOW here.  Anthony and 
Aaron are very hard workers.  I’d rather write for day one. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 What the crew learned was putting in extra hard work to get the job done.  Also 
we have learned more about our crew members and their families.  We also learned how 
to share the load and how to help out people who are in need of help.  I learned that two 
of our crew members are Guatemalan and that there are other crew members are from 
Washington. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
GOLDEN STYLUS 
 Well… we faced some really hard times and some really amazing times, filled 
with loud yelling and flying fists.  Shilo let us to victory.  Blazing through the “trails” to 
success, we bonded as a team and became one united work force.  We overcame blisters 
the size of mountains and rashes that would blow your mind, but with the fist of Shilo’s 
leading, we accomplished above and beyond everyone’s expectation, including our own. 
Brady Shreeve, aka, Sam 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Adam Camp-fuel reduction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Nez Perce 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Salmon River 
 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 This weekend our crew partook in arriving fashionably late to the weekend site, 
right as the rest of the crews were sitting down to dinner.  We all unloaded, set up tents 
and sat down to dinner as well.  After a nice sleep, we loaded out to our next campsite. 
Kyle W 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 This week is our turn to slash-pile.  “Where” is a good question, but what we are 
doing is building slash piles for forest services to burn later on.  Really it’s not as fun as 
trail treading, but it does pass the time by… and it’s very time “consuming.”  But it’s 
better than backcountry, food wise, but work wise it’s just as demanding.  I really hope 
we finish and keep the NYC name strong!  That was really cheesy. 
Mikey  
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals are to try to stay focused and work.  It might not happen, but we try to.  
I think that we are like a roller-coaster.  We have moments when we are really good and 
moments that we are not.  Still we are battling our personal demons about adapting to the 
new life-style. 
Matt M 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Through the tedious task of slash piling day after day, Thursday, being close to 
the end of the week, our commitment to this job was important.  With all of us working 
as a team, we pushed to finish strong.  All the while we learned about slash piling, team 
work and commitment.   
Matt M 
 

 
  
CREWLEADER:  Shilo 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Castle Rock Fire Trail Reconstruction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Sawtooth 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Ketchum 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 During this weekend my crew and I walked a 1 ¼ mile hike to water.  During our 
hike, we started to learn more about each other and their family and friends.  After that 
we went in to town to get something to eat.  We decided to get ice cream.  We almost 



went for the nine scoops of ice cream challenge, but chickened out.  After that we went 
swimming in the lake for the rest of the day. 
Aaron Teves 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 During this week, we took a 3 mile hike to our new campsite.  We worked by 
building piles of rocks as a trail so then people could know where to hike since the 
meadow grass would grow over a dug in trail.  We also picked off some rocks off a trail 
about 1 mile away.  After our hours were done we would just chill like we always do. 
Anthony Morales 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our epic goal of this week was to not think of the sheer beauty of Brady’s 
girlfriend with her long blonde hair and stunning blue eyes.  Thinking of her stops even 
the most dedicated workers… So, as a crew, we decided to erase her from our minds 
completely and just think about Helga. 
Brady 
  
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Well, well, well.  This week our crew went from learning how to pile sticks…. To 
learning how to pile ROCKS!!  It was a big change, but all in all, it was a great 
experience.  We learned lots about rocks, grass, grasshoppers and more rocks.  Maybe 
next week we’ll pile buckets of water or something. 
Kyle W 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our challenge this week was stacking rocks.  It was an epic challenge compared 
to slash piling.  We had to move VW sized rocks w/ our teeth.  We had to stack the 30 
foot high and 30 foot wide w/ Shilo yelling and whipping us all day. 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Krassel Trails Reconstruction  
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Payette 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 We relaxed and hung out with each other.  We went swimming in the river next to 
camp. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We are in Payette National Forest, Beaver Creek, doing trail reconstruction and 
rock wall building.   
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crews’ goal for this week was to throw Shilo out of power.  Though he has 
good intentions, we need more from a leader that just a pretty face.  So, as a crew, we 
decided he had to go, with a lot of crying and whining.  We overthrew him and led 
ourselves to victory. 
Brady 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
   Shilo is the best wrestler besides Chuck Norris. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 The challenges that we overcame would be getting along as a crew.  During the 
week our crew had problems with being a crew and our tempers were tested, but Shilo 
did his best job as a crew leader to stop the fighting. 
 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo Stuart-Pope 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Krassel Trails Reconstruction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Payette 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We ate lots and lots of  trans-fat cookies.  That will kill us in 2 years, but some 
how we pulled through. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project for the week was to clear trail.  My crew and I were in the Frank 
Church Wilderness.  During the week we crosscut trees and built a crib. 
Aaron 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC W AS: 



I think the most difficult day was the first day of first week.  Not knowing what to 
expect and how long the hike really was. 

 
I felt the hardest day is yet to come.  I feel the last day as a crew will be the 

hardest day because I will miss my crew. 
 
I think the hardest day was the first hike was hardest cause it was a long hike & it 

was our first hike. 
 
I am not aware of any challenges.  When I was young, my parents brain washed 

me to do everything anyone says, so I just did it without thinking. 
 
I think the most difficult day will be when I have to be separated from my crew. 
 

MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 Food being decent, weekending, finishing the project… 
 
 Going swimming, the bus rides and just hangin’ out… 
 
 Swimming, bus rides and old ladies in Subarus… 
 
 Working my ass off, sleeping and waking up… 
 

Being close to bears, weekends and playing the guitar… 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 That rocks are great to make slide and huge rock slides.  Oh, and fun. 
 
 At NYC I learned how to take care of a blow out in the trail. 
 
 How to crosscut…. 
 
 The salmon lifecycle… 
 

1. Weekends are fun 
2. How to cook 
3. Some survival skills 
 

ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 Making huge rock slides… 
 

Would be the friends I have made here… 
 

The long bus rides & the kick-butt music… 
 

Shilo � �



 
MUSIC�� And friends… 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 

Sleep later than 7… 
 
Think of others… 
 
Stop on a dime! 
 
Back in 84… 
 
Eat food. 

 

 
CREWLEADER:  The Panther (Josh Worthington) 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Adam Camp Fuels Reduction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Nez Perce 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Salmon River 
 
SUNDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 First we drove to a museum about the history of the Nez Perce.  We did it because 
we are staying in the Nez Perce National Forest.  Then we drove off to the Slate Creek 
Ranger Station.  There we met Steve Munson and he showed us where our spot was in 
the National Forest.  It is now 5:30 and the only thing what has been done for today that 
is the dinner.  We are just preparing the dinner. 
 
MONDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we attacked wood and brush piles.  Total we made about 50 stacks.  My 
crew played The Name Game, when we were all headed to then we all played the name 
game.  All together today was an ok day. 
Kory Strawn 
 
TUESDAY 

Today was our second day of work.  It went faster than our first; not only because 
we started earlier, but we got off half an hour early too.  The worst part of the whole day 
was the rain while we were working.  Also a couple tents got wet, including mine, but the 
dinner made it all worth it. 



Michael 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today was the third day of work.  We woke up later today, which was a pleasant 
surprise.  After a successful day of work without rain, we headed back to the campsite.  
Once back, we did some OSHA training.  Some of the bright spots of today were doing 
the fire line for the first few hours.  We also were introduced to some funny jokes and 
riddles.  We also were able to learn what TV shows we enjoy.  Some of our goals are to 
get as much work done as possible as well as do our work efficiently. 
Anthony 
  
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Over the course of the four day week, blue crew has learned many things.  We 
started the week not knowing each other and driving to our site.  As we drove, we learned 
about each other and stopped at a museum and learned of Indians and tomahawk pipes.  
We got to our site and set everything up learning how to tie knots and set up tarps above 
the tables.  Throughout the next work days, we learned of each others work skills and 
more about movies and shows they’ve seen.  Back at camp we learned CPR techniques, 
rope tying and camp rules.  On Wednesday we made a fire and two of us told our PH.  
For the past week we have learned about each other and the brotherhood we have made 
for the weeks to come. 
Patrick Barrar 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we showered at the ranger station.  After that we got to a place where we 
could wash and dry our dirty clothes.  Before getting to the Laundromat we saw a couple 
deer.  After seeing the deer we discussed how Smokey the Bear is helping to prevent 
forest fires for his community service.  Also how he shops at the Big & Tall Stores. 
 Smokey the Bear also is in REHAB for Pyromania.  No one liked him so he now 
tries to prevent forest fires.  What does a bear know about fire?  While on our way to the 
Laundromat, we saw the wondrous river and scenery as we drove by, in addition to 
singing to the tune of “Yellow Submarine.” 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Josh 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Deep Creek Trail Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Council 
 



MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Friday after work we went to the ranger station for shaves and showers.  Then we 
did laundry in Riggins.  Saturday we spent around McCall-swimming in Lake Payette, 
taming the smoke jumper base and walking toward a waterfall.  Panther did the same, 
plus got fruit from the farmers’ market. 
 Sunday we drove to meet our contact and the horse packs.  We hiked down the 
trail with light packs and that’s where the adventure began.  Most our group went left 
instead of right at the junction and ended up sleeping on the trail that night.  Monday was 
spent re-uniting and setting up camp and the many bear hangs necessary to keep 2 weeks 
of food in the air. 
Panther 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 After a nice night in our tents, we set out to work on the trail.  We made more 
progress in one day than the crew before us did in one week.  Now we are doing chores 
and making dinner after a 9 ½ hour day. 
Ronnie 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We would like to brush until we get past camp.  If we accomplish this goal, Josh 
will buy us all Root Beer Floats when we go to McCall for the weekend. 
Austin 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We have learned a lot of things this week.  We learned that huckleberries grew 
here and made tasty treats to eat.  We learned the importance of wearing light clothing in 
this hot weather.  We also learned to beware the feet of blister.  In addition we learned 
that the creek is very cold. 
Jake 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We got lost 
 We had to make up our hours 
 We hiked for 9 ½ hours 
 We got found 
 We got all our hours finished 
 No one got seriously hurt. 
Michael 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Josh  
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 3 



 
PROJECT NAME:  Deep Creek Trail Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Council 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We took off Saturday and slept about 17 hours because of the rain.  Thin Sunday 
we worked for 4 ½ hours and started our turnpike. 
Michael 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today blue crew finished building a structure over a muddy pit.  After we 
finished brushing the rest of the plants and slowly pushed our way past camp.  We felt 
good doing that but quickly became bored of the lopping on the other side.  Some of us 
threw rocks and sticks into the river below. 
Patrick Barrar 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our main goal for the next 2 days is to clear trail and brush at the rate of 100 
paces an hour.  Today we just barely made it. 
Alex 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we also stayed in the forest background.  Every evening we did a 
SEED what was important for the forest.  We did ecosystems, forest health, learned about 
the circle of the rock, weather.  All these SEEDS were important for the place we were.  
And the knots we had learned and the new ones we used them to tie stuff to each other. 
Michael 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we experienced a few very exhilarating lightning storms.  Our walk to 
the van blew!!  Getting lost the first day of backcountry ruined it all.  Getting lost was so 
cool.  The climb out of the valley was about the stupidest thing that any of us had done 
today.  It was definitely the hardest thing I think throughout the whole thing.  The hike 
out was a challenge, but the meadow we crossed through was beautiful.  Over all, not 
bad…  When we were at the top it took us a lot of time to pack our stuff and Anthony lost 
a pair of jeans, but we managed to do it and now we are looking for a place to shower and 
for a laundry.  All in all, this week was bad… because of the awful hike at the end of the 
session. 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Josh  Worthington 
 



CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  West Fork Re-routes 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Fairfield 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was very different than jobs we have done before.  Interesting, some might 
say.  Difficult, others might comment, but one thing all of us can agree on it is much 
better than lopping and slash piling. 
Austin “Scribe” Lortie 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Our project for this week is to widen and even improve a previous bike, 
horseback, walking and creep sauce trail.  We are in the Payette National Forest, which 
happens to have a lot of beautiful scenery.  We are doing a good job.  The 3rd question is 
exactly like the 1st question. Also, I am watching Patrick and Ronnie make shotgun and 
Alex and Michael are makin’ dinner, which hopefully won’t give me diarrhea.   
Anthony 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We are trying to get 1/3 mile of trail maintained today.   We are working 8 ½  
hour days, and aiming for SEED and getting all the PHs done.  We are having fun and 
playing stick ball in our natural stadium.  We dig latrines trying to get ‘em deep enough.  
We try to pack a good shotgun, with good sandwiches and oranges we split with partners.  
Cooks get up to start heating water and getting the food out of the bear hang at 5:30 or 
5:45.  We woke up at 6:15 and try to get on the clock by 6:45.  We stretch before work to 
prevent injuries. 
Panther 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Since we’ve been in the Sawtooth, we’ve been trying to perfect the art of 
widening trail: keeping a cut bank at a 45° angle for water run off and an out slope on the 
trail to keep streams from running down the trail.  The last couple days in SEED time, 
we’ve been learning about building resumes, cover letters and what to do in an interview; 
like making eye contact, looking clean cut and being enthusiastic and inquisitive.  Also 
researching the job that you are applying for…  We had some on the spot mock trials and 
feed back and tips to improve the interview.  I’m sure to use the advice for when I get 
back home. 
Ronnie Scott�
 



FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week blue crew accomplished and overcame many challenges.  We lifted 
heavy rocks threw aside dirt and sticks and ate many varieties of pasta.  The rocks were 
heavy, the dirt was much and the sticks were long, but all the while we stayed strong.  
The pasta came in tons.  Banks, slopes and hinges were constantly made, but blue crew 
worked till the weekend came.  We few; few of the blue crew, a band of brothers…  On 
this day have formed a trail, a bench of dreams and for the ones who walk upon this 
tread, a walkway to peaks and a stairway to heaven. 
Patrick Barrar 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Josh Worthington 
 
CREW COLOR:  Blue 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  West Forest Re-reroutes 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Fairfield 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 As always, our crew slept a great deal this weekend.  We also went to the van to 
restock on food.  This was a much more enjoyable hike because our packs were much 
lighter.  At the van we had purple potatoes.  They were…alright to say the best! 
Austin 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Finally after 5 weeks our journey is almost done.  One thing we can all agree on is 
we are excited to go home, but will miss some of the friendships we’ve made along the 
way, whether it be crew leaders, rovers or corps members.  They are all important to us.  
Some of these friendships may fade away and others may last a lifetime, but all in all, this 
has been worthwhile from push-ups to knots.  We will miss this place. 
Austin 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 

The main goal for this week is to finish the distance of trail in our contract.  I’m 
not sure how much further we have, but we covered a lot of distance in the past two 
weeks.  For the next couple days, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, our goal is to work 
down the trail a bit more, pack up camp, hike down, make it to the hot springs and finally 
to Lewiston, but from now to then our new goal shall be to have the most fun and make 
the best of these last days we have together. 
Ronnie 



 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 It was the last week, because I had an ingrown toenail at both sides of my left big 
toe. 
Michiel 
 
 The most challenging day for me was the day we had our 5 mile hike because the 
end was basically straight up. 
Patrick 
 
 …the last week of work, because it was hard to push myself to keep working and 
motivate myself… 
Anthony 
 
 The first couple days, getting used to the work and scheduling… 
Ronnie 
 
 The third week because of the hike back to the van…. 
Michael 
 

The insanely heavy packs and the hike up the side of the mountain 4th week… 
Alex Epp 
 
 Hiking to the campsite the 3rd week… 
Austin Lortie 
 
 The beginning of the fourth week, because of the uphill hike to camp with the 
enormous load I carried on my back. 
Jacob 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 

·  The participation with the other members 
·  The weather; rain, thunder and very hot—the whole time 
·  The SEEDS in the evening 

Michiel 
 
 …The grouse, the Nez Perce Museum and the hot-springs… 
Patrick 
 

1. Hot springs 
2. Challenging hikes w/ backpacks 
3. Being outdoors 

Anthony 
 

1. Hot Springs 



2. Weekend sites 
3. The beauty of the outdoors 

Ronnie 
 

1. Hot springs 
2. Root Beer Floats 
3. The Sawtooth Mountains 

Michael 
 

1. The bear 
2. The grouse 
3. The hot springs 

Alex Epp 
 
 Hot springs, grouse, free time. 
Austin 
 

1. The hot springs 
2. The grouse 
3. The root beer floats 

Jacob 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 How to make a knot and then how to use it and when.  We were backcountry.  We 
learned things from the nature and how you can use that if you are alone in the nature. 
Michiel 
 
 I learned about bear hangs, slash piling and trail building/widening. 
Patrick 
 

How to build trails, cook meals and appreciate hard work. 
Anthony 
 

How to leave no trace, how to work with others, handy knots… 
Ronnie 
 
 Make trails, tie knots, building rock walls… 
Michael 
 
 I learned more about how to be an effective leader. 
Alex Epp 
 
 How to make good use of my time… 
Austin Lortie 
 
 I learned work skills, cooking and teamwork. 



Jacob 
                               
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 The last Thursday when we went to a hot spring... 
Michiel 
 
 The grouse… 
Patrick 
 
 Eating grouse… 
Anthony 
 
 The fun times. 
Ronnie 
 
 Gutting the grouse. 
Michael 
 
 Writing about the grouse… 
Austin Lortie 
 
 The hot springs… 
Jacob 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Be aware of the violence we bring to the nature and help improve the health of the 
nature. 
Michiel 
 
 Help old people. 
Patrick 
 
 Have a better appreciation of the outdoors. 
Anthony 
 
 Make a better effort to do more be more resourceful. 
Ronnie 
 
 Appreciate hard work. 
Michael 
 
 Appreciate everything because only your mind says you don’t like it. 
Alex Epp 
 
 Appreciate free time. 
Austin Lortie 



 
 Appreciate the comfort of running water, plenty of food, a lot of sleep, and a 
warm bed. 
Jacob 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda  
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Stibnite Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Krassel 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today myself and my crewmembers experienced Baptism by fire as we worked 
diligently in the forest to build water bars to help keep the trails from eroding due to 
intense snow fall and rainy seasons experienced by the forest we are currently residing.  
Few accidents occurred today aside from my own excessive sophistry, Ian’s stogging, 
Kelsey (boy) getting stogged by Ian in the head, and Charlie’s malfunctioning boot. 
However, since no injuries occurred and all chores seem to be getting done, I can’t 
complain.  Also we ran into mushroom pickers and our tent didn’t come with stakes.  
That outted us hard core. 
Lincoln Burgess 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Learning to fly was today’s greatest accomplishment.  We had a great time 
blasting holes in the ground with our energy blasts to dig up holes.  We enjoyed a 
wonderful meal of bean soup.  It totally gave us more energy to get up in the morning to 
dig more holes.  Or should I say “BLAST” holes.  We were well supervised by Dave 
riding on his level 68-frog-hurler, shouting out demands.  He could probably do it all 
himself, but we totally get everything he says. 
Kelsey Wheelock 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 I really don’t know what our crews’ goals are.  I’m sure they will expose 
themselves soon, but basically we want to finish the week with no casualties, injuries, 
etc., and I have a feeling we want to finish the trail to the best of our ability.  We want 
our trail and trail work to be acceptable enough for Abe Lincoln to walk upon.  So, yay. 
Wiley Wilkins 
 



THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We all had an easy day today.  We sat back as Dave single handedly killed the 10 
foot tall tiger and tamed King Arthur’s Great Grandfather, the 30 lb. level 68 Frog 
Hunter.  The sun was beaming down on us.  It was almost unbearable, but Dave casted 
his shadow over us in a festive manner.  When my pick broke over a rock, Dave tore off 
his arm and let me use it.  We all need a little bit of Dave in us…  That’s what she said. 
Kelsey Wheelock 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today was an intense day.  A four hour back-breaking experience is probably the 
only way to describe it.  Wrapping up projects from throughout the week was basically 
the gist of the day.  From digging water-bars to grading the path…  Digging the water-
bars was very stressful because of the amount of time we had.  However grading the path 
was an amazing experience due to the creativity we put into it.  It just goes to show you 
that if you look at something that may not be the easiest thing, at a different perspective, 
it can be awesome.  Our first week here felt slow at first, but sped up by Wednesday, till 
before we knew it, it was Friday.  We’re gonna severely miss David and Carla, however 
I’m sure we’ll have an amazing time with whatever leader we end up with. 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME: Cascade T. Reconstruction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Boise 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Cascade 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Finally a day to relax.  All crews met up at one place and enjoyed each others’ 
company by playing some wicked games of hacky sack and guitar playing.  It was a 
chance to mingle with other crew members and talk about how their past week went.  
Red crew went into town to get junk food and then to the lake for four hours.  Although 
the water was cold, it was refreshing.  Each day I can see our crew become closer…..  
YAY! 
CJ  
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today was a magic day in the Boise National Forest.  We reached a level that we 
were skeptical of whether or not it even existed.  Super Sayan 1.  We flew through the 
forest repairing any damage on the trail just by punching the ground.  We sensed an 



unbelievable power level.  We looked around… nothing.  We looked over here, over 
there… we looked everywhere, but nothing but a simple deer was found. 
Kelsey Wheelock 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Work today ended an hour early.  The reason being it was Wednesday.  Surprise 
day…  We enjoyed a relaxing time by Warm Lake.  Some swimmed and some tanned.  
While looking at the wonderful view of the lake lined with mountains in the 
background—it was the great bonding time with our new friends. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 It was an especially cold morning today.  The one mile hike to where we had to 
start work warmed us up right away.  We had a nice visit from our leader, Adam.  He 
showed us what we needed to work on and added another person to talk to as well as 
work.  The day has gone by quick yet successful. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We’ll start this by saying today’s wake-up wasn’t a woohoo.  Try a chainsaw 
massacre trying to get into our pad locked tent.  The combined forces of the Dave-ateers, 
otherwise known as Tent A, fought her off by clearing the bait that led her to our tent.  
After learning our lesson about garbage in our tent, we went to the lake where SOME of 
us got a sick red tan.  Swimming in the Arctic Ocean or Warm Lake—you decide, was an 
adventure.  Let’s just say Warm Lake is more of an oxymoron.   
(Golded Stylus Winner) 

 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Cascade Trail Reconstruction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Boise NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Cascade 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was a bit easier than most.  We worked until lunch, when we figured out 
that the road we were on was blocked by the whole Cuban Army, which is like seven 
people.  After fighting them off, we went to our old campsite.  Afterwards we walked up 
Mt. Everest to cash in our tools. 
Kelsey Wheelock 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 We reached the peak of Everest on our fine adventure today.  We battled many 
fierce giant ants on our way, but as expected, we won.  I’m extremely happy with our 
performance today.  Many dreams were met and many stars born.  The downside is 
maneuvering our way up that mountain tomorrow.  
Kelsey Wheelock 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We awoke with our brains pretty hazy, but I didn’t let it faze me and we started 
our ascent.  Every step felt like we didn’t even make a dent.  Once at the top, we felt floes 
to 60% as we sucked in the thin air like a cheap air vent.  Soon the sun rose and the crisp 
air ceased and froze.  The morning sun soon turned nothing close to fun and we all 
wanted the day to be done.  We swung our tools one by one, like shots from a sun hoping 
the day in the dead forest would end with a bang. 
Wiley Wilkins 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Working in morning 
 Relaxing in evening 
 Thunderstorm at night. 
 
 As the sun blared down on us, the trees seemed to say “HA HA, you don’t got no 
shade!” but the day still seemed to swing by like a Pulaski blade.  Ya! 
Wiley Wilkins 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today was an easy day:  we woke up and ate peach cobbler; oh wait, that’s pear 
cobbler.  We loaded the trailer, the drove to Cascade and hung out in the laundry mat 
where we met a really friendly kitty.  After the laundry was done, we loaded up and 
drove to McCall to eat some lunch and kick it on the shores by the Lake Ponderosa.  All 
in all, it was a good relaxing day to hang out and enjoy each others company. 
Clare Libby 

 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Krassel Trail Reconstruction 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Payette 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 This weekend my crew had two stars.  We all got these great cheeseburgers (the 
first in weeks) and they were so good!  DELICIOUS.  I might say going through this was 
worth it just to experience those cheese burgers.  Like at the end of “Stranger” when he 
realized how happy he is and stuff?  Like that kinda, but like way awesomer!!! 
Lincoln Burgess 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we worked excruciatingly hard and drew the right card, cuz we, the kings 
of burning lard and tearing bark as the Ace of Spades turned dark.  We saw the potential 
of leaving this park.  Someone said it—we gave ourselves the mental credit to beat this 
trail until it regretted it’s life! 
Wiley Wilkins 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goal this week is pretty simple.  We have to reach the blue flag, which 
apparently is placed a 30 minute walk away.  So far it feels like an eternity and little 
progress has been made.  As the day drags on, we love motivation.  Still, we continue to 
work our hardest.  Hopefully we’ll make it through the week. 
Charlie Pace 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week many lessons were learned as we reflected upon the week and the 
weeks past.  We grew together as one as well as individually.  Simultaneously, we 
surpassed similar obstacles and hardships; not to mention our immense feeling of success 
that cannot be esteemed lightly.  As the sun rises and sets one thousand times, may we 
look back upon a job well done and remember this moment forever.  
Ian Murphy 
  
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We really had to push ourselves to reach our goal or the blue flag.  It took a few to 
step up, but in the end we reached our goal.  We worked through intense heat and cold 
rain, but the sense of pride we have now will remain inside us forever. 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 Moving a lot of big rocks on week one… 
Carl 
 
 I’m not really sure honestly.  The days have been so tough and hard and there’s 
been so many, I really can’t tell… 
Lincoln 
 
 Homesick day… 
Kelsey 
 



 My most challenging day at NYC was when we did the 7 ½ mile hike into our 
campsite.   
Clare Libby 
 
 Hiking up that really steep hill on Yellow Jacket Trail... ‘ killed my calves, thighs 
and lungs…  
CJ Riutzel 
 
 My most challenging day was the 2nd to last day because we worked extra hard to 
reach our goal.   
Charlie 
 
 The very first day before I knew what the work was going to be like & I didn’t 
know my crew yet was my most challenging… 
Emma 
 
 The first day of work because of my limited experience…  I had little knowledge 
of the work.  As I reflect upon it, the day was by far the longest day. 
Ian Murphy 
 
 The second to last day or third to last day… It was really hot and I was super 
motivated to get a lot done so I worked really hard.  By the end of the day I was really, 
really hot and agitated. 
Wiley Wilkins 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 New people, sleep, view. 
Carl 
 
 Probably the people, last days where I had the tastiest burger of my life and all the 
people… 
Lincoln 
 

1. I liked meeting new people 
2. Working really hard 
3. Hanging out on weekend sites and going on rec trips. 

Clare Libby 
 

1. Working fast and hard and looking back at the progress 
2. Bonding and working as a team. 
3. Seeing the “middle of nowhere” of Idaho 

CJ Riutzel 
 

Meeting new people 
Pushing myself 
Reaching our goal. 



Charlie 
 

1) Making new friends 
2) Working my hardest 
3) The last night 

Emma 
 

1. Clearly meeting new people 
2. Having this experience 
3. My father’s place in McCall and DAVE!! 

Ian Murphy 
 

1) Being at the weekend sites with the other crews talking about life 
2) The rap battle with Aeryl 
3) The last day with our own crew.  We went into a creepy old abandoned house and 

played on the beach. 
Wiley Wilkins 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned to be more responsible, caring and being positive. 
Carl 
 
 OMG!  All kinds of things, like about myself and stuff.  You really appreciate the 
finer things in life. 
Lincoln 
 
 To appreciate the small things, respect; everyone has their own ideas about things. 
Kelsey 
 
 I learned that I can work really hard.  I learned about issues with our environment.  
I learned about myself and the other crewmembers. 
Clare Libby 
 
 I learned that things get done when everyone puts in equal effort.  If you’re open 
w/ others, they’ll be open w/ you.  I can push myself beyond, “I can’t do this anymore.” 
CJ Riutzel 
 
 How hard I can work, how different people from other areas are… 
Charlie 
 

1) I like working hard 
2) Idaho is awesome 
3) I can be tolerant of other people 

Emma 
 

1) Much about the outdoors 



2) Much about myself 
3) Different views and opinions of those around me. 

Ian Murphy 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 New friends… 
Carl 
 
 Dave and the great experiences and all the cool people! 
Lincoln 
 
 The whole NYC experience… 
Kelsey 
 
 I will always remember the friends I have made at NYC. 
Clare Libby 
 
 The memories and friends I have made at NYC.  The trails I’ve worked hard on… 
CJ Riutzel 
 
 Hanging out with new friends. 
Emma 
 
 My father’s place and how much fun we had on the last day.  Also Dave… 
Ian Murphy 
 
 The last night on the beach and the spooky house. 
Wiley Wilkins 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Remember my new friends… 
Carl 
 
 Enjoy life to the fullest. 
Lincoln 
 
 Appreciate the small things. 
Kelsey 
 
 I won’t take small things and comforting things for granted. 
Clare Libby 
 
 Enjoy the comforts of home.  Walk a trail and know what needs to be done to 
make it better. 
CJ Riutzel 
 



 Not to take things for granted. 
Charlie 
 

Work really hard. 
Emma 
 
 Appreciate the small things. 
Ian Murphy 
 
 Love toilet paper, couches, my music, TV, beads, etc. 
Wiley Wilkins 
 

 
 


