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EAST Program Participants 2008: 
 
 Now that the busy field season has wound to a close, it is a time for reflection. I 
hope that, by now, you have had a chance to realize what exactly your session in Idaho 
meant to you and how it may, indeed, carry on an affect for years to come, if not for your 
entire lifetime. For some of you, it may have been an opportunity to enhance your 
understanding of our outside world, this having been some of your first experiences 
camping. For some of you, you may have come away with new job skills and 
understandings of responsibilities that you may not have had before. There are so many 
things to learn here at NYC, and I’ve come to find that they are not often recognized until 
well after the last shotgun has been packed, after the last rig has been swept at big clean, 
and after you were FINALLY able to catch up on your sleep in your own bed. Everybody 
comes away with something different from their experience with NYC, not just ripped 
muscles and a new body odor they didn’t know existed.  
 
 We ALL came away from Idaho with wonderful stories to tell.  
 
 As a crew, you were able to surmount big obstacles, like mountains, rivers, 
downed trees, brutal sun, and thirst that may not have been anything like any other thirst 
you have had before. And, as a crew, you went from a group of perfect strangers and 
tackled these challenges with full hearts, with pulaskis-a-blazing, and the intense fervor 
that can only be found in an NYC crew.  
 
 Well done. Pat yourself on the back. And the person on your left in the circle. 
  
 I wanted to take a moment and thank you all for what you brought to the table. 
You brought skill, you brought intensity, you brought dedication. You brought PBJ’s to 
the worksite everyday, and fed me the ones from three days prior. You brought the fun, 
the silliness, and most importantly, the love to what it we do here, at NYC. And you 
continued our good name and reputation in the great state of Idaho.  
 
 Thank you for all you did. I hope to see you again. 
 
-Adam Taylor “Pappa Bear” 
Program Coordinator/Woodsboss - Idaho 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda Chamberlin 
 



CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK #  1 
 
PROJECT NAME:Cow Creek Trail Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Payette National Forest 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Krassel 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 The crew showed up on Saturday, got assigned to our certain crews on Sunday.  
We had a long but fun drive to our campsite.  We arrived late on Sunday, got our camp 
set up right away.  We had our fist assignment as a team cooking dinner, doing dishes, 
setting up tents, getting to camp good to go in general 
Josh Gallaway 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Red crew had a lot of brushing to do we had to saw and cut down a lot of trees 
and branches.  We also had to dig a couple ditches.  We are at Cow Creek and we are 
doing this job because our contact told us to do this job.   
Jerome 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, today we woke up to SNOW!  Snow had hit and we got to sleep in about an 
hour and a ½. It was awesome.  Then when we woke up we all had breakfast and got in 
the van to go over a few SEEDS and OSHAS.  It was quite splendid.  Then a couple 
hours later we all got ready for a half day at work.  It was really wet out on the site, but 
we still had a good time working together.  When we got home, we made dinner and had 
the privilege to go have dinner with the LDP crew.  We had a lot of fun with them 
sharing music and s’mores. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today went well.  We started competing to see which team (we split in half) 
would get more brushing/swamping done.  That continued to work well until the end of 
the day.  On the way back we did some QC, which we got a little lazy on and had to re-do 
some work, however, we got back to camp and butt-boxed, which was fun. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Well, as the week started out, we were all in high spirits, but were a little bummed 
about all of the moisture we had received.  On the 2nd day of work, 1 member of our crew 
went home.  We all have been getting to know each other really well, sharing laughs and 
having a good time.  We had to do a lot of QC on the site, which was kind of a bummer.  
We also did a lot of drainage ditches, which were a lot of fun.  We all love to dig.  Josh 
ate a spoon full of cinnamon and started to freak out because there was no water nearby.  



We all really loved the snow day.  I think the crew has really been getting along well and 
because of that we have been working a lot better and harder. 
Stevmen Stores 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda Chamberlin 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK #  2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Krassel Trails – Cow Creek 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette National Forest 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Krassel 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We woke up at about 6 and didn’t have to do any push ups because we were on 
time.  We were quite glad.  The day started out nice and warm and got hotter throughout 
the day.  We all thought we were gonna die.  It sucked.  But we kept working and got 
through it.  The best part was probably the amazing weather we had all day.  It was 
awesome.  Bye the end of the day we were all really sweaty and smelly and all of our feet 
hurt on the 3 mile walk back to camp.  Dylan gave his PH that night, which was really 
good.  We all loved to hear about his last summer.  We all went to bed about an hour 
earlier.   
Dan Druff 
 My experience at Cow Creek was all right, but we had to do a lot of cutting back 
the brush and only two French drains and one cribbing.  Doing the cribbing was fun but 
over all I had a fun time. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 I had lots of fun making those French drains that we did.  The retaining was also 
real cool. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we worked pretty hard and fast.  It felt like it had been about an hour, but it 
was really 3 hours.  It wasn’t as hot as it was yesterday, which is really good.  We also 
found a really old Pepsi bottle, which Bigfoot probably used.  The bottle is from 1983. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 The morning arose and to our surprise, delicious delectable banana pancakes were 
ready for breakfast by our crew leader and rovers.  After our extensive hike to work, we 
split up into 3 groups and had pretty lax work day.  After we got to camp, we were rushed 
into leaving and breaking camp down.  After a long boring and irritating car ride, we got 



to take showers, which was quite Heavenly.  After arriving at a state park, we settled in 
for a calm and relaxing end of the day playing cards and falling asleep under the stars. 
Master McShorts 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 So we woke up to a song called “Wake Me Up”, which woke me up.  We all slept 
pretty good and it wasn’t too cold.  We had cornbread and hash browns.  They were dank.  
After we all chowed down, we started to clean and pack up camp.  We headed to a 
Laundromat to do some laundry, which was nice because we finally got to rest and relax 
a bit.  After laundry, we got back into the van �  and stopped at Cascade Lake cuz “M” 
had to get her knee checked out at 1:30.  So we all cleaned the van and the trailer, then 
did dishes.  Oh!  Was that fun!  When everything was done we hung out a lil, then we 
drove to Stanley and did more chores.  Then we all passed out.  THE END!!! 
Willy Wonka 
 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda Chamberlin 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME: Castle Rock Trail Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Sawtooth National Forest  
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Ketchum 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Once upon a time there was a crew like no other.  They like to lop and played a 
lot.  Then one day, there was a big feast called a weekend site.  They laughed and played 
all day while their leader was away.  Then the very next day they ate away again.  The 
pancakes were great.  Then after that we packed the tents and the leaders came back.  
Then we jumped a lot.  The trailer was ready to go so off we went with a new addition.  
Scott was his name.  His was a long trip, but he made it. Alas, it was great while it lasted 
for two weeks.  We will be gone and walk will be for walking and working till WOW!  
No lopping!  Dig!  Dig! 
Yenra  Nivek 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today’s journal will be about FUN!  Remember you must yell “FUN” and get the 
crew to yell it too.  Anyway back to the story…  It was a cold morning when Scott came 
and woke us up *blablah* Excuse me.  Anyway, long story short, we hiked in a bit, 
stopped and had a SEED that was fun.  Most SEEDS are, but that’s a different story.  
Well, anyway it was an odd day not too hot not to cold, but Scott lead us today.  When 
we got to the digging spot, it started out slowish but went fastish later on.  We made a 



few dips, berm and some other weird thing making a trail; well reroute.  Lots of rocks, 
digging, more rocks, break, digging, and finally lot more rocks but all in all I really 
prefer.. 
Kevin Barney 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 So there I was sleeping, then BAM!  All of a sudden a nice little wake-up call—
best one ever.  Well I kinda miss that other wake-up call.  Hard to describe but anyway 
we ate.  We circled, we sung with a bit of dancing fun all the time.  After that we walked 
and walked till finally we made it to another re-route.  This one was an awesome one—
not as rocky but a ton of those odd looking roots—but hey, it’s awesome to build trail 
next to another trail.  So fun it’ll make everyone jealous—o yeah—can’t wait.  Oops.  
Side-tracked—hmm  I wonder if anyone will read this *eh* back to the subject of digging 
and rock bearing things, but hey, that’s my opinion and also Scott is a Santa 
Claus/Mountain Man/Odd Scott sakes with over if that makes sense.  Probably doesn’t 
but hey, that was in installment of this journal.  P. S. Correct spelling was not used in the 
process of making this story. 
Kevin Barney 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Oh yeah, Ezra got hit in the face by a Bigfoot yesterday.  Forgot to write that but 
eh, kinda funny if you don’t laugh then your imagination is outta whack.  Anyway Adam 
“PaPa Bear” Taylor joined us today.  Some more fun there—ha ha!  Everyone will be 
jealous.  So awesome—learned a lot today about bumping.  It was fun except the push-
ups for sitting down early—well kinda fun…  Scott has a tattoo .  Well, no one knows if 
it’s true or not.  I think both but he won’t tell us stories, ya know.  But that about wraps 
up this little installment of journal 101…I guess… 
Kevin Barney 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today wasn’t all that bad.  We worked on our re-route some more.  We were 
singin’ and just having some fun.  Oh yeah, and we earned ice cream.  I hope it’s gonna 
be like Reese’s flavor or a different more delicious flavor such as Rocky Road or 
something.  Yummy like that, but I digress.  We did a fairly decent amount of work on 
the trail today.  We also skipped a really rocky part of the trail which is gonna suck to 
work on.  Well that’s all.  Thank you and good night. 
Pea Tear Gryphon 
 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda Chamberlin 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME: Castle Rock Trail ReHab 
 



NATIONAL FOREST: Sawtooth National Forest 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Ketchum 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we had a good morning except one of the crewmembers did not get up in 
time, but overall it was good.  We hiked to work when we got there we finished the re-
route.  Then we hiked up to the next re-route.  We will be doing it tomorrow. 
DC 
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 The morning went well today.  Everyone got up on time and we made safety 
circle on time.  We did the usual stretches and we talked a bit about what we were going 
to be doing today and some extra safety concerns.  We then started to hike to work a 
slightly different way.  Where we started and got almost ½ way done.  Our contact 
showed up at one point and said we were one of the best NYC crews to work this area.  
We then tried to find blue crew but we didn’t so we came home. 
Ezra Kane-Salafia 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 

Today we finally opened the re-route we have been working on for a few days.  
We were working on re-habbing the old trail and tamping down the new trail so it 
wouldn’t collapse right away.  We then connected the 2 openings of the re-route and were 
pretty happy with ourselves.  The rest of the day was spent hiking back to camp while 
working on small drainage problems that our contact had flagged.  The rest of the night 
went pretty much as usual except we packed camp up and slept in the yurt instead.   
Ezra Kane-Salafia 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today was a pretty out of the ordinary day.  In the morning we packed up all of 
our backpacks with pretty much everything we had.  We then started on the trail, but 
instead of just hiking home, we worked on brushing the trail, which really sucked.  The 
work was hard, but we made it to the van pretty quickly and started to pack up our gear.  
We soon found that a mouse had birthed some babies in our stove box.  That was pretty 
neat, since we moved the babies into some underbrush, where the mom probably found 
them.  We then drove out to town where we found a river to swim in, while we figured 
out where we were going next.  After a quick town stop, we started driving to Stanley on 
which journey we saw come smoke from a far off forest fire.  When we got to our spot, a 
huge storm started to blow in.  We set up the tents and got in the van.  The lightning was 
spectacular, but what was more spectacular was the stars after the storm blew over.  We 
all went to sleep with that in our heads. 
Ezra Kane-Salafia 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



 We woke up on Friday whenever we felt it was good and made our own pancakes 
filled with scrumptious chocolate chips and blueberries. ‘ Twas splendid.  Anyway, we 
all got ready for the big day because it was our day off and the 4th of July!  We all went to 
Stanley for a couple hours and hung out on the beach.  There were a few parties going on 
and it was fun to “people watch”.  All of us had to do our evaluations to see the progress 
we’ve made throughout the program.  Then after we were done we went back to camp to 
have some dinner.  We were just about to leave to go to Redfish when Adam showed up. 
Ezra Kane Salafia 
 
CREWLEADER:  Marenda Chamberlin 
 
CREW COLOR:  Red 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME: Salmon River Headwaters Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Sawtooth 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Fairfield 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, we woke up early and still pretty tired from the seven hour hike the day 
before and went straight to work.  We worked hard until it was our lunch time then we 
hiked into our real camping spot which was only about 40 minutes away.  Then after 
taking a short break, we returned to work. 
David Hogan 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We were working and then Jarred and Adam showed up at our job site.  We 
worked with Adam a bit but then he left. 
Josh Gallaway 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We had to hike about 3 miles into work and 3 miles out of work.  Blake beat 
Jarred back to camp by a long shot.  We then packed everything up and got going on a 
really long hike back to the van.  We went about five miles and camped out right off the 
trail somewhere and we lost a yellow top somewhere along the way. 
Ezra Kane-Salafia 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week:  
 We learned that teamwork is important because we had a very long hike into work 
and out of work which meant everybody had to work together to get the hike over with. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



 We awakened to Matthew singing ballads and love songs with a guitar.  ‘Twas 
pleasant.  We then had hash browns to start the morning off and then quickly started 
chores while listening to System of a Dawn.  Chores took awhile and then we all packed 
up the van and got in a circle and talked about the great experience we’ve had at NYC.  
We all said our favorite parts of the session.  Some of us talked about Redfish.  Kayaking 
in the lake was so much fun.  Overall all of us have learned so much from this program 
and gained so much more.  We can use what we’ve learned in the future and teach what 
we’ve learned.  We’ve all made some great friends and we’ll remember the time we’ve 
had with them.  This was by far one of the greatest learning experiences any of us have 
had and we’re really lucky to have had the opportunity.  We’ll always remember our 
session at NYC.   
Blake Warr 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 

·  The day we hiked about seven miles into backcountry with our packs on.  Josh 
·  My first day at camp because I didn’t know what it was going to be like.  Dave 
·  First day at work.  Kevin 
·  My last day at work because I was ready to be done working.  Dylan 
·  The hike into our last project.  Mikey 
·  The hike into our last backcountry was extremely hard.  Ezra 
·  The hike into our last camp was tiring.  Blake 
 

MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
·  I don’t have 3 favorites, but one of the favorites I have was night hiking out of the 

backcountry.  Josh 
·  The work was sweet.  I met some pretty good people.  I had a lot of fun.  Dave 
·  Night hike, sweet fun and the odd people I met.  (Good work)  Kevin 
·  Night hike, fun work, days off.  Dylan 
·  Being in the woods for two weeks, going to sleep under the stars, the scenery.  

Mikey 
·  The second Thursday, sleeping under stars, days off—our crew.  Ezra 
·  Friendships, Developing work ethic, Redfish Lake w/ Mark and Gloria.  Blake 
 

AT NYC I LEARNED: 
·  One thing I learned was that I can work hard, another thing is that there is less 

drinking water than salt water and I learned the water cycle.  Josh 
·  I learned how to work harder within a group.  Dave 
·  Build trail, group work, also lopping is boring.  Kevin 
·  Hike better, work more efficiently, how to take orders from leaders.  Dylan 
·  Working with a group, building trail, living in the woods.  Mikey 
·  Building teams, working harder than I want to..  Ezra 
·  Take initiative, work hard, and how to work w/ people who can drive you crazy.  

Blake 
 

ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 



·  The people I met.  Josh 
·  The friends I made and the fun I had.  Dave 
·  The friends I made.  Kevin 
·  The last hike into the backcountry.  Dylan 
·  Living in the woods.  Mikey 
·  My crew.  Ezra 
·  Redfish and everything else that is worth remembering.  Blake 
 

FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
·  Work my hardest everyday.  Josh 
·  Continue to work hard.  Dave 
·  Not take things for granted.  Kevin 
·  Work hard.  Dylan 
·  Appreciate wildlife.  Mikey 
·  Appreciate everything around me.  Ezra 
·  Have more respect for my family and appreciate them.  Blake 

 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Josh Worthington 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME: 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This week our crew is at Payette Lake.  Our campsite was a big circle of white 
boulders with the kitchen tent a bit on the outside of the circle.  We’ve been digging 
berms and a few ditches to keep some of the copious amounts of rain off the trail.  It was 
cloudy all day, but the rain didn’t start until we were on our way back to camp, and it 
seemed to be making up lost time.  Just as we arrived back at camp, the clouds parted and 
the sun shone through, as if it were reassuring us and egging us on.  However in a cruel 
twist of fate, not five minutes later the rain resumed with renewed vision. 
Rudy Behrens 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today was great.  After getting rid of Aric the quitter we got lost for two and a 
half hours.  During our adventure in the van, we came across an old hermit known as 



Rush the Old Hermit.  After moving two logs he freed us under duress, but he was a nice 
guy after all.  He claimed that he’d been defending women for years.  Finally arriving at 
work, it proceeded to snow.  Everybody jumped for joy.  Unfortunately the weather never 
made up its mind.  It hailed, snowed and rained.  After lunch, the crew appeared 
unhappy.  When asked to return to an example, one random person groaned, “You got to 
be kidding!”  Hopefully we can turn the frown upside down.  After awhile, Scott left and 
has not returned.  Should we start worrying? 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The day started out fine, wake-up, put on clothes, groan about the cold…  Then 
after breakfast we began our great journey into the great beyond of that one mountain that 
we’ve climbed all over.  After the groups split, one group barricaded and camouflaged a 
trail which a bunch of lazy people decided was a better trail up.  The other group hiked 
up to Bigfoot country to dig some mini-Panama canals and on the way back from work, 
the weather decided to mess with us by raining.  When we got back and with the weather 
giving us consent, we must now hope that the tree holding our tarp up is turned into a 
lightning rod.  (Sub-note:  I bet this is really a SIM video game that someone or 
something is playing.) 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 So today started out just like any other with us girls whining about getting into 
our cold wet jeans.  We came out to a great breakfast made by our crew leader.  We rode 
in the van and got to listen to a great song, “Sweet Child of Mine.”  For once it did not 
rain today and we are still dry.  Our great woods-boss, Adam (aka, Papa Bear) was here 
and we only had to work a 6 ½ hour day, which was great.  We busted butt and now are 
eating a great dinner which was made by our War-Craft junkie and Leanne. I HATE THE 
RAIN…PMA �  
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 So Friday was out.  We worked a 4 hour shift and then came back to camp and 
packed up some things.  We have all been looking forward to this all week.  We drove to 
Spokane (my home town) and showered at the YMCA, and us girls took a wee bit longer 
than we should have, but those push-ups were worth it after the week of rain and snow.  
Those poor cows.  We got phone calls and I was so happy just to hear Kate’s voice and I 
know Maria was happy to talk to Isaner.  We got back to camp late, but it was still nice.  
Us girls slept outside the tent.  This past week we pushed ourselves more than we are 
used to but this crew did well and hard as it was at the time, we tried to always have 
PMA.  So now it’s Sunday and we are sad to see Jarred go.  He will be missed.  He 
helped us a lot this weekend.  We made it through week one and moving on to week two 
with the new girl who seems cool.  We are hoping for a great week. 
  
CREWLEADER:  Josh Worthington 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 2 



 
PROJECT NAME: Fitsum Creek Trail Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Payette National Forest 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Krassel 
 
MONDAY:   
 Today is NOT Monday… IT is Saturday.  No one wrote a journal Monday, so this 
space was open for use.  Read the rest of this week before this entry, because of Maria’s 
injury and the subsequent resignation of her, Caitlin and Stevie, we ended up working 
today.  I am beginning to embrace my dirt-caked self reluctantly.  My chin hurts, so do 
my feet, which are symmetrically blistered.  Most of me hurts… 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we hiked about a mile or more into our work-site.  It was hot, which was a 
nice change from cold and snow.  We are all tired and just want to sleep, but the chores 
must be done and dinner made.  We have a great crew that tries to help out in any way 
and may I add that we like our new rover.  Well, off to help with chores.  I can’t wait for 
bed. 
Caitlin  
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today was hazy and blurry, at least for me.  The bologna did not turn green, yet 
left an indelible mark on the cheese.  Mustard did not help.  Maria was very brave when 
she hurt her finger, and we all started questioning whether we could stay here longer.  
Stevie is leaving us and that’s sad.  I will miss her a lot.  It was a lackadaisical day of 
rock moving, except for Esther, who was not lackadaisical at all. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we all woke up and got ready for what we thought was going to be a 
normal work day.  After we ate breakfast, I saw Caitlyn starting to hike off and Josh run 
after her.  The result was we had to take Caitlyn and Stevie (after revoking her quitting 
once) to a bus station.  We agreed upon taking our weekend day today.  It is very 
discouraging and sad that they have left, including Maria.  They will be missed.  We went 
to the grocery store and sat by Lake Cascade, which was nice.  Everyone seems to be ok 
and content with most things, which is good.  I am not that excited to work the next 8 
days in a row, but we can do it. 
EK 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week has been quite a week.  Although we are now down three crew 
members, we managed to work hard today.  It was quiet with only 6 crew members.  We 
were all exhausted after work, but a quick dip in the river and cold watermelon revived 



us.  Dinner includes roasted hotdogs.  We are going to try to be in bed by 9:30 tonight so 
that we can be on the clock by 6:00 tomorrow. 
 
 I hope dinner is soon.  I have a song stuck in my head…  On the first part of the 
journey, I was looking at all the life.  There were plants and birds and rocks and things.  
There was sand and hills and…  The first thing I saw was a fly with a buzz and a sky with 
no clouds.  The song is no longer in my head.  That’s okay.  Red car… now I have “Paint 
It Black” in my head.  No one knows when the Olympics start.  Sandwiches are easily 
mended.  I want to smell that tree.  Copious cream cheese and buying castles.  European 
imports.  I’m neutral like Switzerland.  My opinions regarding musical chairs have not 
changed.  The tuna’s all used up.  The smell does not linger, sadly.  Spiders sicken me.  
Sunday’s are not for work.  Leanne is crazy.  Rec trips sound terrible.  The dirt itch as my 
feet and I remain neutral.  Clunk, clunk, clunk.  Ummm mman!!  I can’t think here; too 
much noise.  Blah, blah, blah, Leanne, Collin, Troy.  I’m moving.  In the tent.  Bad smell.  
Socks and the like surround and encompass me.  Very, very dirty, scratch, scratch, 
scratch.  Pencil noise—I can hear it—now with less sound. 
 
 I just woke up… I wish I hadn’t.  Dinner’s being made, rolls and who knows what 
else?  Flies are annoying.  They tickle your feet while you try to sleep.  Desperation sets 
in.  The rice will not be sufficient.  The tuna smells good.  Drip, drip, drip—fish-water.  
Stream of consciousness is harder to write in than it is to read.  “The Sun Also Rises” is a 
good book.  My butt hurts.  The tuna smells good.  I don’t like the game musical chairs 
and I’m sitting on a food box.  When do the Olympics start?  There are spiders here and 
my foot itches.  The fish is crap, says Sam, but she’s a vegetarian and I don’t trust her, 
and the tuna smells good.  Boo-boo is a silly nickname, but who am I to talk?  Drew has 
monkey tees and this worries me.  I’m glad I still have my appendix.  I ate some tuna.  It 
tastes almost as good as it smells.  Now my nose hurts, but that’s not the tuna’s fault. 
 
CREWLEADER:  Josh Worthington 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME: 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: 
 
MONDAY:   
 I am hearing an army of insects infesting the air.  I am also hearing quaking 
aspens in the distance.   
 
 A stream gently laughs and birdsong accompanies. 
 



 The buzzing of mosquitoes and gnats squelches the burbling stream.  I like to 
think I can hear the trees grow.  
 
 I try to rest but I am still hear them.  I hope I begin hearing something more 
pleasant.  Scratches and twitching, adjusting and cursing.  The mosquitoes and my 
breathing make up my atmosphere.  The dull roar of the everlasting swarm of gnats and 
skitters.  The sound of birds chirping and peep, peep, peeping.  I wish I was a songbird 
with a marble feather layer and an appetite for the airborne… 
 
TUESDAY:   
 Today I died a quick painful death.  I liked eating mangoes.  I did not like 
working.  I love hiking.  It feels so good.  The day went very slow, but not as slow as 
yesterday.  Psyched that tomorrow is the last day before the great rest.  It would be 
awesome if we could stay at camp all day and find a spot to swim, but we will probably 
end up going on a tortuous hike, which I guess I won’t mind. 
 
 It may strain credulity when I inform you, the reader, that only eight more days of 
work remain—a paltry sixty hours. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Fire works.  Watermelon.  Normally we would be sitting by a lake with our 
friends and family watching fireworks after a picnic.  But this is hardly a normal 4th of 
July for most of us.  The only thing remotely fiery we saw today was our finicky stove.  
As for watermelon, well, we had one a week ago.  Friends and family have to wait 
another week, but we managed to have a great day despite all the oddities.  After a day of 
de-berming and hot sun, we napped for an hour then we discussed our day-off plans and 
headed to the yurt.  Tomorrow promises to be great. 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Crash!  BOOM!  Boulders go thundering down the mountain side onto the 
frequently traveled path below.  Travelers are frightened for their lives because the 
renowned crew of blue has turned evil.  They throw stones down with out a care and yell 
wildly.  They continue to demolish the mountain side all morning until the path below is 
strewn with boulders making it highly impassible.   
 Josh the Terrible tells his minions to take a quick break from their terrorizing.  
During this break a miracle happens and blue crew is suddenly good again.  They jump 
up from break and proceed to clear the trail working together like a well oiled machine to 
fire line the rocks into a massive pile.  After finishing the day with tread work and check 
steps, we head back home to flash through chores and pack.  They are excited because 
tomorrow is the last day, but what will tomorrow bring?  THE END. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we started a new project.  Today we’re working on the Greenhorn Trail 
near Haily, Idaho.  We have two more weeks left in the session.  While I am really 
looking forward to going home, I am having a good time in Idaho.  The fact that we only 
have 9 more workdays left is amazing.  We forgot to bring soup to use as sauces for our 



backcountry dinners.  I plan on using Chuyas as my replacement for soup.  I am not 
looking forward to Tuesday at all.  We don’t get any chicken TVP.  Instead we received 
BBQ TVP, which sounds very suspicious.   
 
 Welcome to Jurassic Park.  You are now about to hear an account of a group of 
safari-ing trail workers.  We started the day out in our tents and as normal, slowly 
dragged our bodies out of our sleeping bags.  After breakfast we picked up our high tech 
dino hunting tools and put on all our anti dino safety gear.  We then started our long and 
dangerous journey out into the great forest which held our prey.  Cautiously we keep any 
eye out for predators such as Biciclyopolis and Motorsorus Rex.  Finally we made it to 
our hunting grounds and returned our tools.  Next we were searching for the rare and 
sportius, needs to be lopped, Samuse.  To our great luck, we found a whole herd and 
made short work of the once mighty herd.  After we bagged our limit, we continued on 
our hunt.  This time hunting the mighty and difficult… to bring down Burmadon.  For 
hours we hunted the never ending herd of Burmadons.  Growing tired, we decided to 
prepare back to the digs for chores and SEED.  We thoroughly whipped the rope (that 
will teach it!) and now I am listening to a pointless argument about jelly and peanut 
butter.  I find my mind beginning to wander so farewell and yarp. 
 
SUNDAY: 
 It’s Sunday.  Six more days until we all go home.  Most of us are excited to sleep 
in a bed and what not, but I like the forest.  I am excited to see my family though.  
Yesterday was a good day.  We had town time and swam in a river.  I am sitting in front 
of a stinging nettle.  They are everywhere here, along with mint.  I hope I don’t get them 
confused.  Work was alright today.  It seemed to go quickly.  I am happy to work on a 
turnpike for a change.  I hate de-berming this place and the PB & Js Sam made for 
shotgun yesterday were amazing.  Bologna is not. 
Esther 
 
CREWLEADER:  Josh Worthington 
 
CREW COLOR: Blue 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME: Castle Rock Trails Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:Sawtooth   
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Ketchum 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we worked.  We swam in cold water that made my legs ache, and 
the crew hung out in a bookstore.   
 Today we peeled a log with draw knives until it became a slick missile which we 
slid down the hill and dragged with ropes like sled dogs and set on our nest of rocks.  



Yesterday Troy rolled single jacks down the hill and one double god-rock, which gets 
talked about, but will never be moved by our gloved hands.  Patrick, who used to be a 
NYC crewleader armed with double bandana, PPG’s and proceeded to bust it on the 
rocks stack.  We worked through break cause we ate rocks instead.   
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today was about as good as any other day.  We woke up, it was cold.  We ate 
breakfast—it was cold.  We walked to the project and carried rocks for, like, ever.  Then 
we carried more rocks.  We finished the project and then we started another one.  We 
went forty minutes over.  Forty minutes of my life I’ll never see again.  I want to go 
home.  (totally kidding.) 
 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 Through my NYC experience there have been numerous physically challenging 
days, but the most challenging for me was when a fellow corps member, Maria, broke her 
finger.  On this day I felt helpless and worried for Maria, but was nonetheless required to 
continue work.  I was, thankfully, able to sit with her and attempt to comfort her as best I 
could, but after a while, I had to get back to work.  It was very difficult for me to focus on 
my work while a team-mate and friend was in pain.  
Rudy Behrens 
  
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 

1) The night we had toxic macaroni was very fun! 
2) I will always remember the 3rd to last day when my entire crew got to swim in 

a hot springs. 
3) My final favorite experience was seeing an amazing view our 2nd day of work 

the 4th week after a four mile hike. 
Leanne Thompson 
 

1) The hamburger I had in Riggins. 
2) Stopping at the hot springs on the way to Big Clean. 

Collin Bourke 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 Okay.  I will make this very appropriate and somewhat pointless, because y… 
“whoever” is gonna post it on the net and that is kinda creepy, so whatever.  Here I go.  
I’m singing as I write this.  NYC is rather brutal; closest thing (community) that I been in 
for awhile.  And that’s important to society.  I’m an apple without a tree.  The most 
important thing to me is to be free from all the people and the lies that make me cry and 
to be the colors that I hide.  And just write about… Now I’m thinking about those hot 
springs that we found.  And I opened up my eyes to find chilly water, surprise:  a 
different reality, sunshine bubbles in the sea.  The sea was me.  It set me free.  All I had 
left behind to find all I had left behind. 
Sam Brissey-Tzizik 



 
ONE (MANY) THINGs I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember my corps members.  The way Troy talks, Sam being Sam, 
Rudy’s dirty face, Leanne’s kindness and Collins crazy ideas.  I will remember all of the 
rovers and our crew leader, Josh.  They have all taught me something.  The blisters.  Oh, 
will I remember those.  Rudy’s giant blister (or blisters upon blisters) and how he was 
perfectly content with them.  I will remember when I took only one shower in a month 
and how it really wasn’t all that bad.  Baby wipes and rivers are here for the same 
purpose.  Warning people at lunch that their cheese on the sandwich may be moldy, but 
no one really seemd to be that concerned.  PB & Js—soggy, bally PB & Js, enough said. 
Esther Karwal 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 There are a few things I have learned during my time at NYC that I will always 
do.  First and foremost, I have learned to value showers.  Never again will I casually step 
into a shower.  I will always think back to the days of NYC when the word shower was 
simply a thought, a dream that couldn’t be grasped.  Even now I feel the desire to be 
showered by warm soft water.  I also will always view the mixture of two hot buns 
surrounding a succulent and juicy, ripe ½ pound of ground beef differently.  While I still 
have a soft spot in my heart for what we call TVP, total vegetable protein, I will never 
again bite into a hamburger with any disregard or ignorance.  I have also found a new 
respect for the art of refrigeration.  The concept of pouring two week old mayonnaise on 
my sandwich is one I have frowned upon.  Now, whenever I open a refrigerator, I will 
remember the mayo.  I have learned to value refrigerators more than ever. 
Troy Wickett 
 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo Stuart-Pope 
 
CREW COLOR: Yello 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME: Castle Rock Trails Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Sawtooth 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Ketchum 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was new to everyone.  Learning new procedures and chores, breaking in 
the new boots and adapting to the “Camp life.” 
  
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 



 Today we are still working on our new trail.  We have gotten pretty far on it.  We 
are doing it because the beavers keep damming up the creek. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today got a little easier as far as working. Our bodies are starting to adapt to the 
work. We came across this big Samurai guy with a pet tiger and he was like, “What are 
you doing?” and we were like, “Building a trail!” and he was like, “No you’re not!” and 
we were like, “Stop us!” and he told his tiger to get us and the tiger leaped and Isaiah spit 
hydrochloric acid and the tiger evaporated then the big Samurai got really angry and 
charged them.  Matthew put one of the Pulaski’s in the Samurai’s shoulder and then 
Darrell cut the Samurai’s head off with the other Pulaski.  We all stood around for a 
second taking in what just happened.  Then it was like dawn—that was cool. 
Josh Danks 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today was a little colder than other mornings.  We woke up 15 minutes earlier 
than yesterday.  We ran into a bear today.  I’m the only survivor.  I ended up killing the 

bear.  It tastes good.    
Justin Carlson 
  
 

(Thursday)   
 Thursday was the first.  We got our week long project finished.  That was the 
trail—my first ever.  So pretty tight…  Secondly we got to go to a shopping center 
(Thanks Shilo) and third we finished the first week, four more to go baby.  I’m getting 
used to the camp life so it’s getting better everyday and everybody here is pretty cool.  
Oh yeah—and we got tomorrow off.  Yeaaaaaaaaaaa!! 
YELLOW MELLOW PRIDE!!!! 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME: Castle Rock Trails Rehab 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Sawtooth  
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Ketchum 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 It was Saturday at approximately 7:30 in the morning when we woke up to mules 
braying and kicking the dirt ready to pack our food 12 miles up the mountain.  After that 
we went to visit a rover in the Ketchum hospital that got mauled be a timber tiger.  We 



then came back and loaded our personal gear into our packs and began the 15°�uphill 12 
mile hike to our campsite.  On the way we saw Rex the carnivorous deer which Matthew 
killed with a pen and continued with half on his and half on my back. We got to camp we 
cleaned it and ate it.  We were lulled into a deep sleep by Shilo’s beautiful voice. 
Jay Wherry�
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We moved rocks to build a rock path so the bikers can have a bumpy and 
interesting ride.  We put rocks in our helmets to build 9 cool rock paths. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals are to get tomorrow over with so we can hike out of here and go to the 
weekend site and TAKE SHOWERS! 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we worked on two different trails.  It was easy for the most part.  And that 
was pretty much it. 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME: Med Sage Invasive Removal 
            Adams County Weed Management Authority 
 
 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today was easy but really boring until halfway through the day when 19 
rattlesnakes surrounded Dirty-D and he started yelling and going crazy and swinging his 
tool.  Then three of them bit Dirty-D.  Then Jay ran over and started helping Dirty.  Jay 
got bit once but helped.  Dirty got away fine.  After that, Justin ran in and killed the rest, 
but not before he got bit on the eye.  Everyone is fine now but Justin’s eye is swollen. 
Josh Danks 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we walked around in a field looking for Mediterranean sage.  It was really 
boring.  Then we walked around a pond. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 Today we met our new contact.  She’s cute.  We walked all around looking for 
our spot, then we ran into a big giant bear who started chasing us.  Then a timber tiger 
scared off the bear and we were saved by the timber tiger.  Yay Timber tiger… but then 
the bear came back with 6 other bears so the timber tiger pulled out a radio and called 
back up and 20 timber tigers came out of nowhere and they had a big war.  Timber tigers 
were getting tossed around, but they were acting smarter and they were biting their (the 
bear’s) ears off and punching them in the face.  Then the bears ran off crying.  Yay 
timber tigers �  Whew!      
Darrell Barney                                                         
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we saw ten timber tigers and Julie came riding upon one.  Then they stayed 
for the rest of the day.  The things that the do were pick the weeds that we needed and 
then they went home.  And then we went back to work to everyone’s excitement.  That 
was until lunch time.  At lunch things fell apart, probably because Julie refused to sit with 
us.  We all lost focus and some even passed out.  Thank Jesus for the breeze, because 
people were really losing it.  Danks even told Jay that he was going to poke him in the 
butt.  OOOkay…  Due to the ban on explicit lyrics, we listened to the complete opposite 
of it, Queen.  As soon as we got home, everyone went to sleep.  Jarred had to threaten 
many people.  Everyone was sad and grumpy, but for some strange reason, chores went 
smoother than ever.  I’m looking forward to free meat.  YES! 
Abs Latham 
 
 
CREWLEADER:  Shilo 
 
CREW COLOR: Yellow 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME: Beaver/Hand Creek – River of No Return Wilderness 
 
NATIONAL FOREST: Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT: Krassel 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 The thing that we did was unload and then load up then unload again at the 
campground.  Then we ran into a bear and Danks was like “ahhhh” and Darrell was like 
“whoa” and then the day ended. 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today we got up from our tents pretty quickly and my oatmeal was so gooey that 
I actually threw up in my mouth after safety circle.  There was a lightning strike and 
Shilo said we couldn’t go to work for a half an hour, then changed his mind less than 2 



minutes later and we were off.  Awhile later Abs and Jarred had to go back to get Abs 
iron pills because he forgot them.  After a little while we finally got to our work area and 
started working.  Less than an hour later, Shilo came up and said you have two choices.  
One, we could work all day and our second choice was we could frolic in the woods and 
dance with unicorns and ride little gnomes.  We, of course, chose to work all day, but he 
said too bad—we are going to frolic and there is nothing you can do about it.  You know 
how Shilo is so we frolicked and spun around in circles singing all day.  Then a goblin 
and a flame astronaut jumped out and killed Abdul, our favorite gnome, so our elf buddy 
named Jay—he was really ripped and he had this sword on his back and this pick type 
weapon and he killed them both and then we continued to frolic in the woods. 
Josh Danks 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Hump day.  Our goals are pointless and not worth mentioning.  We did a ton of 
the trail work out in the sun.  it was at least 119° F and none of us were in too great of 
moods; maybe partially because of Shilo’s “five” pushups for being two minutes late and 
Jared’s two minute planks for his stretch during safety circle.  I moved some really 
massive rocks with Shilo and Jarred for a retaining wall and toward the end of the day we 
started a lone log crib project around the corner of the Sandy Mountain.  Then we came 
home and celebrated hump day by going swimming and washing ourselves off. 
Jay Wherry 
�

THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today we finished our awesome cribbing.  It is so beautiful.  Too bad nobody but 
us will be able to see it until they get a bridge built across the stream.  Jarred had to bust 
out his whip.  Many people could not survive his wrath.  The only people to survive, to 
everyone’s amazement, was Chris and Abs.  The magnificent three slaved away all day to 
finish the best cribbing this side of Krassel Forest.  Drew disappeared with Justin, Fox 
and Jay, but Jay wasn’t with them on their way back.  I don’t know what the happened, 
but we made it back to camp to receive our safety award.  But why Fruit Gems?  Now we 
are waiting for an original Shilo dinner.  YES!  Oh yeah, Kenny called.  He’s in jail. 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Fourth week is over.  It was EPIC journey to get to this point.  Timber tigers, 
sharks in the water and cougars…  Lots of cougars.  But we have come through it all.  
Josh Danks may never be the same after that run in with Bigfoot or Jay’s hair might 
always look like Favio’s.  But all in all, we have made it through and we await our 
biggest challenge.  Fifth week home-coming-mindless set. 
Darrell Barney 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the third to last day when Shilo told me 
that I had to write some sort of a crazy one page paper on my most challenging day at 
NYC.  So I sat in front of this paper for like half an hour before I thought of my most 
challenging day at NYC, which was the third to last day when Shilo told me that I had to 
write this one page paper on my most challenging day at NYC. 
Jay Wherry 



  
 In my opinion the hardest day was everyday.  They were all equally challenging.  
The day we fought the huge Samurai with the pet tiger—he was difficult to surpass, but it 
was also the first week and we had little experience.  I think the hardest day will be the 
last day because everyone will be antsy in their pantsy and hyper—more difficult to deal 
with. 
Josh Danks 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 Learning how to build a trail, learning the tools names, having smelly feet.  I 
fought 300 timber tigers bare-handed.  They were ripping at my shirt biting my neck 
eating at my eyes.  They were massive, so I started biting at their neck and eating off their 
eye balls; ripping off their legs and arms; pulling off their heads one by one.  Then they 
joined together and became one so I called my power ranger friends and we joined 
together as one and got into a big battle.  We started ripping their arms and legs off.  
Then we bit their heads off and ate it.  Thanks to the power rangers, the day was saved!  
Then 600 big black bears came out of no where.  All my crew ran but I stayed and fought 
like a real man.  So I ran and grabbed the first bear by the ears and slammed his head on 
the ground and jumped on it over and over again, but then 599 bears jumped on top of me 
so I used my iron fist and started punching them three by three and then they started 
slashing at my body ripping my skin off piece by piece. 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 The things I learned at NYC is making new trail, how to use a Pulaski properly 
and where other people came from.  The reason why I put down making trail is because I 
didn’t really know how to do that.  The reason why I put down how to use a Pulaski 
properly is because I wanted to know how to carry it right and what the ax end is.  The 
reason why I put down where other people came from is because I thought they would all 
be from Idaho.  The second reason why I put down how to use the Pulaski properly is 
because we were attacked by a bear and I chopped his ear off. 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 One thing I will always remember is my NYC crew.  We have the craziest crew 
leader and some of the craziest people I have ever met in my life.  For example, Darrell 
Barney, aka “Dirty D” who is funny and eats weird things like mosquitoes and flies that 
he kills.  Then there is Jay who is ripped and can get people motivated to work hard.  The 
there’s Drew and Danks who apparently are really into vampires and werewolves cause 
that’s all they talk about.  And the rest of our crew is just crazy and funny—and sooo 
dirty. 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 Respect the forest.  I will leave no trace by:  disbursing the rocks I use in a fire; 
making a smaller fire; disbursing the ash from a fire; finding firewood on the ground 
instead of cutting down a live tree.  From now on I will not drink soda or anything with 
sugar in it, or eat anything with sugar in it.  From now on I will always try to eat things 
that are better for me than fast food. 



 
 
 
 
 
 


