
SESSION:  BLP3 
 

January 5th 2009 
 
To the fine folks of BLP-3, 
 
As a seasoned crew leader here at NYC I have had the privilege of leading many 
wonderful corps members in the most gorgeous places in the northwest. Really though… 
its all about BLP! The memories I made with all of you: Shay-Lynn, Miranda, Jingle, 
Grant the Ninja, Carly, Blanket, Zack, Derek, and the Jesus, will be my most cherished of 
my time here with youth corps. Just to stir up a few: Hiking into the project with all of 
our crap not once, but TWICE in one day! And there were only eight of us… Carly 
making a trip with her tool down the landslide. Those of you who hiked in with Adam, 
you know who you are, Thank you! And to all you lovely folks, thank you not only for 
your wonderful presents on the crew but for brightening up my life with your laughter 
and love for NYC and helping my last crew leading experience be the best one ever! 
 
I know I’ll see your shining faces out on a trail somewhere someday soon. 
 
With love, 
Melissa Bennett 
 

 
 



 





 



 
CREWLEADER:  Melissa Bennett 
 
CREW COLOR:  Brown 
 
WEEK # 1   
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 My most challenging day at NYC was the last day.  I didn’t really have any hard 
days on this session except the last one.  The reason that was a challenge is because we 
didn’t think we had any work left, so we were ready to leave, but our contact showed up 
and gave us a couple small projects.  Man!  That was a bummer. 
Anthony Gantenbien 
 
 Melissa Bennett made this session awesome so I will say I had no challenging 
day. 
Derek Gast 
 
 I must say the first week was quite challenging just because it was the first week 
with a new crew, but other than that, it was an incredible session. 
Zach Cook 
 
 All in progressive order…  Now I’m leaving… worst of all. 
Grant Fuller 
  
 I didn’t have a challenging day.  It was the most amazing session I’ve ever been 
on. 
Shay-lynn Ledger 
 
 Listening to Postal Service in the van caused my polio to act up. 
Joris Brinkerhoff 
 
 Thinking that all of our work had culminated on one awesome day and then 
having to go back to do finishing QC the next day. 
Carly Pedersen 
 
 I didn’t really have one this session cuz Melissa made everything fun and grand, 
even when we had to work another day after our last day of work. 
Miranda Thompson 
 



MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 Building a rock wall right next to a berry patch…  Driving to work…  Waking up 
early everyday to have breakfast… 
AG 
 
 The first day, working with Melissa, solos… 
DG 
 
 The first day, solos and working with Melissa Bennett… 
ZC 
 
 Meeting and conversing/discovering yet another Pisces I have named DR. Melissa 
Bennett. 
GJF 
 
 Snacks, sodas and solos! 
JB 
 
 Dumpster diving in McCall, swimming with the crew near the fish pond, the 18 
mile day… 
CEP 
 
 …During the first week working on the landslide… 
BW 
 
 Tackling Melissa when “us” replacements came hiking in in the dark.  We took 
her down (!), solos and meeting people… 
MT 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned how to be a good leader, that I need alone time and that I am stronger 
than most of my peers think… 
DG 
 
 I learned that the biggest projects can be taken down one rock at a time. 
AG 
 
 I learned that I am truly a strong person; I just need to tap into it. 
S-LL 
  
 How to learn patience with others, how to consistently live in the moment and to 
learn from every experience I have. 
ZC 
 
 How to lead by example and put my best self forward… 
CEP 



 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 I will always remember this crew and the cool crew leader. 
DG 
 
 I will always remember my solo in this awesome program. 
AG 
 
 I will always remember Melissa Bennett as the most incredible person I’ve ever 
met. 
ZC 
 
 I will always remember the people that I met. 
S-LL 
 
 Friends… 
JB 
 
 The people I met and the places that I went… 
CEP 
 
 The Frank Church Wilderness on No Return…  My crew, the things they taught 
me and left me with and, of course, DOCTOR Melissa Bennett 
MT 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 From now on I will always treat everyone with 100% respect no matter what. 
DG 
 
 From now on I will listen to people’s stories and try to learn from them. 
AG 
 

Have more patience with my co-workers. 
ZC 
 
 I will work harder toward my goals. 
CEP 
 
 Be the person that I am. 
S-LL  


