
SESSION:  BLP 2 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Mad 
 
CREW COLOR:  Brown 
 
WEEK # 1 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Weiser 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette NF 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Weiser 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 It’s June 16th and the first day of work for BLP.  Today we cleared the 4,500 ft. of 
new trail, our goal was 5,000, but I would still consider the day a success.  Everyone 
worked together as a team; no one complained out loud and we could have worked 
harder, but for a first day, we exceeded my expectations.  No one has the energy to be 
annoyed.  It’s all good. 
Joseph Mihelic 
 



TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Today was awesome!  We finished up the rest of the 10,000 ft. trail section by 
lunch and were on to the next project.  A lot of brushing…  At first it was unclear where 
to work because it was supposed to be flagged, but was not.  Well, at least not for several 
hundred feet up the trail.  A few people got to fell trees today also, which was sweet.  
Well, over all, today was great! 
Jeremy Meyer 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today I found an inch worm, but lost him.  We also worked on a trail for some of 
the day.  It wasn’t all the right trail though.  Then we started cutting plants with thorns.  I 
didn’t like them that much.  Finally we finished work, then I made a maze for a bb. 
Pats 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today Jeremy, Rachel, Kyle and I went up and finished the trail from yesterday.  
At lunch, after reluctantly eating some vanilla cookies for want of something better to do, 
we spotted a rattle snake in the grass.  Kyle jumped up, Pulaski in hand and yelled, “You 
guys want rattle snake for dinner?!”  We had a good chuckle, and then he cut off its head!  
Back at camp he skinned and cleaned it, then dumped in the frigid creek to rinse off the 
snake juices.  And we lopped a ½ mile or so of new trail.  Good day… 
Tom Glass 
 

 
 
CREWLEADER:  Mad 
 
CREW COLOR:  Brown 
 
WEEK # 2 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Weiser Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Weiser 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Hung out at Cambridge, took showers, did laundry, then on Saturday, wandered 
around buying stuff, eating, getting coffee.  On Sunday we hiked in to our campsite, 
started at 1:47, got there at 9:00.  We had to cross a raging creek, transporting all of our 
food, tools and other equipment with us.  The actual hike was around 3 hours.  As we 
discovered exhausted and hungry, there was nowhere to camp without hours of work 
clearing plants and digging up rocks, so we scarfed down a quick delicious dinner of 
macaroni noodles and went to sleep on the trail. 



Levin Mattson 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We’re camped on an island 4ish miles back on an old miner’s trail—the crushing 
+ crashing “Deep Crick” surrounds us. We are clearing out the Historic Trail, (Having 
found it today) because history is very important.  We’re also hiking Rachel out 
tomorrow morning.  Cheesecake tonight… 
Trillium Swanson 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we lost Rachel and Mad drove her to a clinic, but we made it without them.  
We did a decent amount of trail work and several drainages and we blew through the 
trail.  That trail didn’t know what it had coming.  Grant showed up and told us we were 
ahead of schedule.  SCORE!  And we found out that Lev gets to stay, DOUBLE SCORE!  
We all feel very optimistic. 
Joseph Mihelic 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to build drain-dips; or at least some of the crew did.  I learned 
how to make a belt out of tree bark, WOOF.  Today was Dustin’s first experience 
chopping a log with a Pulaski.  He was very excited about it.  Dustin also learned how 
NOT to poop on the trail.  (It’s cool, everyone though it was funny.)  We all learned how 
to say good-bye too.  Rachel got poison ivy and had to leave on Wednesday.  Breaks at 
work are all a little quieter in the absence of her high-pitched, contagious laughter and 
good mood. 
Levin Mattson 
 
FRIDAY:  Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Mad 
 
CREW COLOR:  Brown 
 
WEEK # 3 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Weiser Trail 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Payette 
 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Weiser 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Hung out on Saturday, ate delicious pancakes in the morning with an original 
NYC topping:  brown sugar, cinnamon and squeeze butter.  We ate huge amounts of 



them.  After that, we pretty much sat around and did nothing.  Some of us went on a hike 
up the canyon wall, got to a nice outlook, chilled for awhile; then came back.  It took 
about 4 hours.  On the way up we saw bear scat.  It had berries in it.  Lots of berries.  In 
fact, the entirety of the poop was composed of clumps of delicious wild fruit. 
Levin Mattson 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 Hells Canyon Wilderness is in a steep, steep canyon on an island in the middle of 
a raging…crick.  Again.  We are working on a trail that goes through an abandoned mine 
and up one of the canyon walls.  By working here, we are reducing the impact of the 
average hiker. 
Levin Mattson. 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Finish the project.  Our contact wants us to complete 12,000 feet of trail 
maintenance and we’ve done 10,000 so far.  It’s a ridiculously long hard hike to work 
everyday that just gets longer every day, and most of us are excited to move on to 
something new.  We are also struggling to maintain the illusion we have indulged in that 
involves the day of the week being one further ahead than the actual day.  For example, 
today is actually Thursday.  This attractive game was set up to compensate for the heart-
breaking lack of a Sunday of rest, which was replaced by 8 hours of varying degrees of 
sweaty malcontent. 
Levin Mattson 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 How to be prepared for weather variations of a serious degree…  A few nights 
ago it rained at about 4:00 in the morning.  Everyone except Dustin was sleeping outside, 
and awakened quite reluctantly to the gentle but persistent wrath of falling water.  The 
next few days we brought rain gear in fraying onion bag to counter any future assault on 
our dry relative well-being.  This week we also learned how to make ourselves more 
efficient working on the trail.  We’ve had 3-5 people brushing the trail ahead of another 
3-5 digging tread, while 2 people ahead of everyone else scout for logs blocking the trail 
and chop through them. 
Levin Mattson 
 

 
CREWLEADER:  Mad 
 
CREW COLOR:  Brown 
 
WEEK # 4 
 
PROJECT NAME:  Strawberry Trails 
 
NATIONAL FOREST:  Malheur 



 
RANGER DISTRICT:  Prairie City 
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 I’m not sure what the crew did…but here’s my wonderful recollection.  LONG 
DRIVE with a stranger named Julie, high feeling when squealed in the campground with 
serotonin gushing in my brain.  jaja.  Reuniting with the crew was the happiest moment 
of my life.  I have never met such a caring, hilarious group ever.  It’s amazing, every 
moment I cherish.  One the rec trips with the other SCC crews, we went to Goldendale, 
WA to celebrate the 5th of July with a deafening parade, which was fabulous, by the way.  
Later at the beachie park thing, me and Mad busted it out into the water and Pato and I 
had the acorn battle of our lives!!  I felt bad though cuz I accidently chucked the avocado 
pit at Tom. 
Rachel Aufderheide 
 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 John Day, near Strawberry Mountains in Oregon…  We are doing trail 
maintenance on a trail that runs through an area ravaged by a forest fire in 198l  It’s a 
long hike to work, as we tramp steadily uphill through nameless green grasses, baby pine 
trees and (!) stinging nettle; signs of Nature’s modes yet vivacious struggle to restore and 
renew.  Only trees void of life remain to bear witness to our daily toil; the charred and 
silent ghosts of a once vast ecosystem. 
Levin Mattson 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Rachel—Stay happy, stay positive during the day.  Don’t give into grumpiness 
negative attitudes.  I’m trying to grow my facial hair out to a point where I can walk 
around Bend and feel ridiculously out of place among the clean-shaven conceited fleets 
of tights-clad bicyclists.  Joe and Jeremy similarly have aspirations for unprecedented 
amounts of hair adorning their visages, though take a more pragmatic approach that I 
have though of, or am comfortable joining in.  It involves a well-known biological 
phenomenon, the spreading of seeds through contact with a foreign body.  In this case, 
the seeds mentions are hair seeds and the foreign body is a male face soaked in sweat and 
coated in dirt.   
Levin Mattson 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Tensions grow as the session wears on.  Where any signs of conflict before were 
virtually nonexistent, people are anxious to get home to whatever kind of life is normal 
feeling to them, at least in their memory.  It’s so close, so within reach that people forget 
or lose interest in the fact that they will spend a great deal of their time in life NOT in 
NYC and should be making as many happy memories possible in the short time before 
graduation.  We also learned how to effectively repel 99.9% of mosquitoes.  Bathe 
yourselves in repellent, figuratively, of course, but cover every square inch of your body 
at least twice. 
Levin Mattson 



 

 
CREWLEADER:  Mad 
 
CREW COLOR:  Brown 
 
WEEK # 5 
 
PROJECT NAME:   
 
NATIONAL FOREST:   
 
RANGER DISTRICT:   
 
MONDAY:  Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Solos were the highlight of our weekend at Strawberry Lake.  On Friday evening 
around 5:00 PM, Mad led us out of camp, silent like the rest of us (Rachel giggled once, I 
recall).  We hiked around the lake, pausing briefly every few hundred feet to dislodge a 
link in our short chain, releasing him or her to solitude among the ebb and flow of the sun 
struck waters and the miniscule thoughts and dreams of the quiet and constant critters that 
humbly dominate the persons’ new world, the presence of such natural things noticed 
only in the absence of human gathering. 
Levin Mattson 
TUESDAY:  Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, 
why? 
 We’re in the Strawberry Mountains putting in new structures in the trail, namely 
water-bars and check steps re-routing water running through the trail and doing standard 
trail maintenance.  A lot of hikers come through the area, so it’s our job in this woodland 
society to make sure their path forward is stripped of every minor discomfort and major 
hazard alike. 
Levin Mattson 
 
WEDNESDAY:  Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 I think the crew’s goal for the week was mostly unsaid—it was basically to 
survive to eat pizza in four days.  jaja.  but no, that wasn’t the only goal; that was the 
ultimate goal though we all are enjoying each other’s bountiful company, Strawberry 
Lake, and Rachel’s eardrum popping squeal.  Can’t forget that one...  �   We just finished 
our last full day of work today—it was ok.  I think it’s sad, but Tom described the end of 
this session as just sweet, not bitter.  LOL.  Oh our lovely crew! 
Rachel Aufderheide 
 
THURSDAY:  Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Patience:  To be patient; to wait for something without complaining; or at least 
something like that.  The past week has been a week full of dreams of food, plans of what 
people will do when they get home, how hot the showers will be; how good the food will 



be, yada, yada, yada…  All that and I don’t think I heard one person complain.  This 
week we learned to be patient. 
Jeremy Meyer 
 
 


