
Greetings, all you fabulous TNT'ers- 
 
Congratulations again on a fantastic summer.  I bet there have been moments over the 
past few months when you've thought back to the summer, and I hope those moments 
have been filled with happy memories and a huge sense of accomplishments.  They say 
that no one can really understand what NYC really is until they do it, and you may have 
had people may think you are crazy when you tell them how hard you worked. 
 
And did you ever work hard!  This past summer, TNT had amazing crews and 
outstanding (and hilarious) crew leaders.  You destroyed acres of weeds, maintained and 
built miles of trails, piled slash to create habitat, and pruned acres of forests so that trees 
can grow bigger and stronger.  And you learned about the environment, how to cook a 
delicious enchilada pie in the Dutchie, and how to get along with four strangers sharing 
your tent.  Throughout it all, you laughed, maybe you cried a little, and you persevered, 
coming out tougher, more independent, and maybe a little goofier at the end. 
 
I believe NYC is such a special place because it brings teenagers together, working hard 
for a common goal, and teaching them about themselves and the people around them.  
And whether it's telling riddles on the worksite, playing a round of Sock Ninjas, or 
helping your crew to victory in the NYC Olympics, TNT really knows how to have a 
good time.  I am so grateful to have gotten to know each of you, and I have a wonderful 
memory for each corpsmember on the Blue, Yellow, Red and Orange crews.  I hope that 
the pride you felt for your work and your crew the last day of the session is still with you 
- that you know you are a strong person, a good friend, and a hard worker. 
 
To help trigger memories of the best times and the hardest times, here is your crew 
journal.  Remember how writing that journal was the chore you either loved or dreaded?  
Here are the fruits of your labors. 
Look through them, remember the chilly air first thing in the morning, the feel of your 
hard hat sitting on your head, the strength of swinging that tool, and the smell of the 
GORP bag.  Remember why you loved NYC, and why it was so hard.  Remember the 
people on your crew, who you may still be in touch with and who may become lifelong 
friends.  Remember your crew leader, who asked you to work harder than you thought 
you could, who sang silly songs and danced like the goofy person they are inside, and 
who was there to guide you to success. 
 
Congratulations- you are the few and the strong, the people who can live in the woods, 
share their stories with strangers, and work harder than most adults.  I wish for you that 
same strength in all areas of your life.  Never forget that you are TNT, and you are 
DYNAMITE!! 
 
See you next summer!  -Alissa Cordner 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Session: TNT 2       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Brett Haverstick 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  New River ACEC 
National Forest:  BLM 
Ranger District:  Coos Bay 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Saturday everybody stayed on the NYC hill till Sunday.  On Sunday all 40 
people ate breakfast and found out what crew we were put on.  We were all excited!  At 
about noon everybody got to find out where they were going to work.  All of us split up 
into our groups and went to our campsites. 
 When my crew got to the campsite, we went on a nice long walk to the creek.  We 
also played some fun activities like telephone and jump rope.  We all got together and 
made a crew contract.  We came up with lots of ideas. 
Nichol Fewkes 
 
Tuesday 
 



Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week consists of cutting and lopping tree branches and stacking 
them in piles.  It’s tiring and dirty but it feels good to look out at the meadow at the end 
of a long day and see what you’ve accomplished…  The take a refreshing dip in the 
creek…   I’m getting used to the whole no-shower thing, but I guess we’ll see how I feel 
towards the end of the week.  Also today Bret took us over to the creek to learn hands on 
about the fascinating salmon life cycle.  I never thought stupid fish could be so smart!  �  
Chelsie Sanders 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we have many goals.  The crew expressed a wish to work hard in order 
to finish our job.  This is good because today we may have finished working at Lost 
Lake.  We also want to work on going to bed earlier and waking up later, just kicking, 
earlier…  As Ben Franklin said, “Early to bed, early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy 
and wise.”  Personally I hope that we end this session wealthy and healthy.  However 
wisdom may not come only from this session but from years of experiences.  Jane and 
Brett expressed a wish to bring our group closer together but, and I quote, “You’re doing 
a great job of that already.” 
Will Hollands 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today Brett set us down by the van and we talked about if we break a tool what 
we should do to the tool.  First you should report the problem and tape it and write on it.  
Then we come back and we had a SEED and we talked about how to control your anger 
and take control of the situation. 
Josh Knight 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week:  
 Our crew accomplished very much this week.  A couple things we accomplished 
are nobody got hurt, we finished one of our jobs, we got half way through finishing our 
other job, and much more.  I believe our crew is going to be very successful the rest of 
our time here.  A few more things that I think are very good are we unpacked and packed 
camp very quick.  The first day we arrived at camp and Brett told us where things needed 
to go.  About ten minutes later camp was almost finished.  I knew that our crew was 
going to be good.  Another thing is we made a crew contract and so far our crew has 
followed it.  That’s a lot of our accomplishments. 
Amber Gembala 
 
Session: TNT 2        YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 



Crew Leader:  Brett Haverstick 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Wilson Creek Trail 
National Forest:  OR Dept of Forestry 
Ranger District:  Tillamook 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 My crew stayed in beautiful Cape Blanco State Park.  Fridays in my past 
experience have been very hectic but this particular Friday everything was super chill.  
We woke Saturday to blue skies and sunshine.  All the crews blended into a large mail 
and rec trip circle after all our chores were done.  I went with a mixture of blue, yellow, 
orange and red crews to a beautiful beach where we passed the day be dipping our toes in 
the surf and playing tag.   
Ruthie (Willow) Breneiser 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Well, the first part of the week we worked at Orville Miller’s Memorial.  We 
cleared the road while we played games like 2 truths, 1 lie.  Then when we were finished 
working, we talked to our contact, Suzanne and she led us to our next worksite, which is 
the Cedar Butte Trail where we widen the trail. 
Conley Fry 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 I believe my crew has many goals.  Maybe like get through our projects, get their 
chores done and more.  My main goal for the crew is to get through this week without 
getting hurt or dehydrated.  The first week nobody got hurt or dehydrated so I don’t see 
why we cannot do the same this week.  My crew is capable of doing a lot so I think this 
goal will be nothing. 
Amber Gembala 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 What hasn’t our crew learned this week?  During “seed” and our productive 
workdays, we’ve learned how to tie a medley of knots, the danger of unsanitized water 
and how to treat it and also the water cycle.  The yellow crew has acquired a lot of new 
information about the environment, but most importantly we’ve really gotten to know 
one another.  Sharing each other’s company for weeks on end can only guarantee and 
awesome bond between the crew. 
Sara Davis  (nice drawing of a tree here.) 



 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We had many challenges.  Some were to work in extremely hot weather, to work 
in three different projects.  We accomplished all three of the projects.  Another challenge 
was taking showers.  We were all so dirty and stinky, but we made it through the week.  
We made it through most of our challenges successfully. �  
Nichol Fewkes 
 
Session: TNT 2        YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Brett Haverstick 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  Roseburg Blackberry 
National Forest:  BLM 
Ranger District:  Roseburg BLM 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Last weekend we went to our rec site but we got there late because we had a 7 ½ 
hour drive.  When we got there we unloaded our trailer, set up our tents, than ate dinner.  
After dinner we went to bed.  The next morning when we woke up we did some chores, 
than ate breakfast.  After that we had Saturday circle, got some mail then we got told 
where the rec sites were.  After everyone got back from our rec day the parents came.  
We had some dinner.  Then that’s when our crew started to disintegrate.  First Nichole 
left for some odd reason.  After Nichole left, all the crews had an Olympics, which was 
pretty fun.  After the Olympics was done we had Saturday night circle where we talked 
about who our role models are.  Then when we were done, we said good bye to the 
parents and went to bed.  The next morning we took down the tent, did some more 
chores, ate breakfast, than loaded the trailer.  After that we said our good byes to Amber 
and left.  The moral of the story is “Once ten now eight, we are still GREAT.” 
Conley Fry 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 The yellow crew is working outside Roseburg on BLM property.  Monday we 
looked at what we are going to do for the next week, which is cutting blackberries.  
Today we had some fun making a new count off, and making up new songs.  We are 
having a great dinner.  Our job is taking blackberries away from a creek called North 
Deer Creek so salmon can migrate upstream. 
Lonnie Shepard 
 
Wednesday 



 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We are working at Myrtle Creek removing blackberries and other bush away from 
the creek and our goal is to go back to the place where blue crew started and that was our 
goal for the week. 
Logan Reed 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to properly chop blackberry bushes.  We also learned about the 
watershed and how it works and that tributaries all connect to the main river source for all 
of our rivers.  We talked about our thoughts on religion with Jane and we learned of 
peoples’ beliefs.  I guess this week was ok.  Theme song: 
Once ten, now eight, we are still great!  Frosted Flakes their more that good, their great! 
Josh Knight 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 The yellow crew takes every challenge given to us with strength and teamwork.  
Our biggest challenge was accommodating our work schedule because we were only 
working with eight kids.  Unfortunately Nichol and Amber left the crew over “parent” 
weekend, so we were in charge of picking up the work load that was left.  Our 
accomplishments include our great work put into the blackberry clearing at N. Myrtle 
Creek.  We also accomplished the challenge of patching up the crew.   
 Remember— 
 “ONCE 10, NOW 8… 
   WE ARE STILL GREAT!” 
Sara Davis 
 
Session: TNT 2       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Brett Haverstick 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Lower Dom Pierre Pruning 
National Forest:  BLM 
Ranger District:  Roseburg 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we had many interesting rec trips.  Some people hiked to the 
McKenzie River.  Others hiked to the old growth forest and sat by a beautiful creek.  
Some went to a crystal clear lake.  We also had the most awesome store stop at the 
grocery outlet.  The prices were so cheap we walked out with bags of sugar.  



Unfortunately we were unable to win any prizes because Alissa never arrived.  Also we 
lost the Olympics by .75!  Fortunately we have a great worksite and campsite. 
Will Hollands 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week my crew is just outside Tiller, a small town by the Umpqua River 
where we have been pinning trees in order to make them grow taller and be healthier, 
making it so logging companies will need to cut down less trees in substitution to clear 
cutting.  Our work is shaded and cool till about midday when the sun creeps through the 
branches and stains our upward of tree limbs making it hard to saw.  Throughout the day 
we play games, tell jokes and riddles to keep the work fun and fresh.  This week it has 
really dawned on me that we are not going to be a crew much longer so we should savor 
every moment we have together and cherish the memories and friends we have made. 
Ruthie (Willow) Breneiser 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The yellow crew has made one huge initial goal—NO P-OAK!  At our worksite, 
there are sparse, but random patches of poison oak.  We try to maintain our “P-oak” free 
goal by applying GOO in the morning (prior to safety circle) and a TECNU bath as soon 
as we return from work.  I can honestly say they’re more fun than they are a hassle! �   
We’re almost there—three days to go! 
Sara Davis 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 I think that this week the crew learned how to make an emergency shelter for 
emergencies like wind, rain, snow, etc.  We also learned some legends from some 
Indians.  And we also leaned how to properly apply Tecnu to save us from P-oak.  
Unfortunately three of us have it. �   But the good news is we only have two days until 
we’re HOME FREE! 
Conley Fry 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our crew’s biggest challenge is escaping from the bees when we were working 
and the biggest accomplishment was only three people got stung and bitten and all 
together only bee bites. 
Logan Reed 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 



 
1. The big clean.  Lonnie Shepard 
2. The big clean also.  Logan Reed 
3. The first Tuesday.  Will Hollands 
4. The first Tuesday.  Conley Fry 
5. The big clean.  Josh Knight 
6. The first rec site experience.  Sara Davis 
7. First coming here and leaving my mom.  Chelsie Sanders 
8. Saying Goodbye to all the good friends I’ve made over the last two sessions. 

            Ruthie (Willow Tree Sunshine) Breneiser 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
1.  Cooking, teammates, drives…  Lonnie Shepard 
2.  Money, friends and drives…   Logan Reed 
3.  Money, store stops, parent weekend.   Will Hollands 
4.  Cooking, work, fun…  Conley Fry 
5.  Friends, money and girls!  Josh Knight 
6.  Tent time, drives and cooking!  Sara Davis 
7.  Laying under stars with girls, parent week end , tent time…   Chelsie Sanders 
8.  Watching shooting stars at night, listening to the radio in the car and going to the 
      McKenzie River on rec weekend…  Ruthie (Willow) Breneiser 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 

1. How to use a Pulaski.  Lonnie Shepard 
2. I learned about team work.  Logan Reed 
3. I learned how it feels to work a seven hour day.  Will Hollands 
4. Patience.  Conley Fry 
5. I learned how to identify poison oak.  Josh Knight 
6. How to be myself and independent.  Sara Davis 
7. To be self-sufficient, hardworking and my own person.  Chelsie Sanders 
8. To challenge myself, love life, and live for every second like it’s my last.  Ruthie 

(Willow) Breneiser 
 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 

1. The experience of being outdoors for four weeks.  Lonnie Shepard 
2. I will remember the long drive.  Logan Reed 
3. I will always remember the crew.  Will Hollands 
4. I will always remember Brett Haverstick.  Conley Fry 
5. I will always remember my crewleader, Brett and my rover, Jane.  Josh Knight 
6. I will always remember the experiences with my crew.  Sara Davis 
7. The people I met.  Chelsie Sanders 



8. The great experiences I had and the awesome memories.  Ruthie (Willow) 
Breneiser 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 

1. From now on I will always wake up earlier.  Lonnie Shepard 
2. From now on I will always value water.  Logan Reed 
3. I will always bathe and brush my teeth.  Will Hollands 
4. I will always be hard working.  Conley Fry 
5. I will always put my fullest into everything!  Josh Knight 
6. Appreciate running water.  Sara Davis 
7. Know what it feels like to work hard.  I’m gonna start doing my chores.  �   

Chelsie Sanders 
8. To live for every moment and live in love.  Ruthie (Willow) Breneiser 
 

Session: TNT 2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Ashley Bruscoe 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Lower Dom Pierre Pruning 
National Forest:  Roseburg 
Ranger District:  BLM 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend everyone arrived and got to know each other.  Later we were put 
into groups and told where we were going to work.  On Sunday after a long drive, we set 
up tents and a kitchen with some difficulty.  Despite a small splattering of Poison Oak, 
our camp looks great.  It feels good to know that we set it up almost entirely by ourselves. 
Genna Watson 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are your, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project is actually kind of fun.  We get to prune trees-it is hard work at some 
times but we all seem to really have fun with it.  Some of us even make it a little game.  
We are just outside of Roseburg in the Umpqua Forest.  There is poison Oak though but 
other than that, it’s really cool here. 
Ryan Rodriguez 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week; 
 There is a long forest that we are pruning in that forest we are pruning between 
two roads of the path is a v shaped path our goal is to basically prune all the trees in that 



path by Friday.  The reason why we are pruning those trees is so that they can grow 
bigger and taller so that less trees in the other forests are cut down and by Friday we 
should have a complete goal.  Also since this is actually the first week of the 12 of us to 
work and live together.  Another goal for this week would be getting to know one another 
better.  Adjusting to our living situation because I know for me the whole camping thing 
is a whole new thing and it’s probably the same for some of my crew members and I also 
think that would be a personal goal of mine being here and coming from New York is a 
major difference and I really want to accomplish that so I’m setting that as my goal along 
with all the others. 
Arianna Wesseling 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Yesterday after a couple of hours of work, we spent the last half hour doing a race 
to see how many trees each team could prune before it ended. It was really tough because 
we had already done most of the trees where we were.  When we got back to camp we 
had to do our chores fast so that we’d have time to pack up our belongings.  So we could 
get to work on time and be able to head off to the rec site.  After packing everything up, 
Ashley made apple cobbler and we enjoyed camouflage, which was a game sorta like 
hide and seek. 
Sheldon Gorrin 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today is Friday.  We had to work hard to get our hours in.  It was great.  We (the 
crew) had major trailer problems.  It took over an hour to go a couple of miles.  I feel that 
the group has grown as a whole.  This week we pruned trees in the Roseburg area.  
Pruning trees consists of cutting the branches until the ten foot mark.  I am stoked to be 
on the blue crew.  We all connect very well.  I can not believe how excellent we are 
doing chores.  I could not have asked for a better crew. 
Garrett Corbari 
 
Session: TNT 2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Ashley Bruscoe 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Roseburg blackberry 
National Forest: BLM 
Ranger District: Roseburg  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 On Friday our crew had to drive the farthest to the weekend site.  Because it took 
so long, we didn’t get to shower and we were the last to arrive.  So Saturday morning we 
all went to the same rec site, Cape Blanco, but first Ingrid (our new rover) took us to a 
campsite to shower!  We were all so excited to be clean!  When we got down to the beach 
there wasn’t other corps members there so we got to hang out with some new people, 
which is always good.  The beach was beautiful and everybody enjoyed themselves. 
Clare Libby 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Week two:  We are into the second day.  It seems that progress is inevitable.  We 
are helping baby trees grow, so it’s also helping the salmon.  As we lop blackberries, I 
push myself by saying the days almost over, but at the end of the day, I wish it didn’t end 
and I was still lopping with the people I’ll come to know as family. 
Jerael Johnson 
  
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for this week (week 2) were to conquer the rolling, never ending fields 
of blackberry bushes; have no one get sent home or go home; keep from driving each 
other crazy; and to get our chores all done together at once, instead of having a few 
slackers.  Today a few people wanted to go home, but we convinced them otherwise.  
Today is crazy surprise day and with our lunch, Ashley gave us chocolate chip cookies.  
Today we also had Cole work with us. 
Holly Anne Collins 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We worked on copious amounts of blackberries.  There are lots of things we 
learned this week.  Like we learned the feeling of pain, we learned what to do if a bear 
attacks and if a cougar attacks.  And we also learned something really good:  we learned 
how to use teamwork.  We worked on how to get along.  All of us have gotten to know 
each other and we have grown from just crew members to good friends and that is what 
we have learned this week. 
Corey Farris 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our challenges this week were to get all our hours in so we worked ½ hour longer 
on the last day. Also someone wanted to go home but they decided to stick it out because 
we only have two weeks left.  Our accomplishments this week were getting through some 
hard times that weren’t so easy but we got through it.  It’s been a good two weeks. 



Hayley Humphreys 
 
Session: TNT 2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Ashley Bruscoe 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  New River ACEC 
National Forest: BLM 
Ranger District: Coos Bay 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 
 Last weekend we went to the same rec site as the week before to relax.  We were 
all incredibly glad to see all our friends from outside the crew and get a break from 
working.  On Saturday, we could take rec trips to different spots on the coast, both of 
which were gorgeous.  The next day we drove only ten minutes to our next campsite, 
which was refreshing when compared to our usual multiple hour drive. 
Genna Watson 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our camp site was at Edison Creek.  Our work site was about 25 minutes away.  
We were piling slash and we also did trail work, but only for a day and for a couple of 
hours.  The reason why we were piling slash is because shore pine was taken.  Over all 
the meadows, which were causing animals who inhabited that area to leave so our goals 
were to clear them out after they were cut down with chain saws and divided up our jobs 
were to pile the shore pine in piles about six to seven feet high.  After like the first two 
feet we’d put down some plastic and pile some more slash on it and we made a trail 
widen for hikers, etc. 
Arianna Wesseling 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, first off we started off piling slash and like cutting down tress and putting 
them into big piles so we could save the wildlife so they could come back to the natural 
habitat and also another goal is to get all of our hours finished but most importantly one 
of our goals as a group was mainly to sort out our differences at the work site and at the 
campsite.  We had a couple of problems a couple of arguments and I think everyone was 
really tired and stressed out but all we needed to do is work it out and work together. 
Corey Farris 
 
Thursday 



 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 I think we learned a lot about team work because our job kind of called for a lot of 
it but that’s just me.  We also learned how to meditate.  Well, I did and I thought it was 
pretty cool, but we all learned how to just work together and to understand each other at 
times. 
Ryan Rodriguez 
  
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week:  
 Today we faced the difficult challenge of successfully unearthing our van from 
the ominous clutches of the sand, which conveniently took most of the work day.  That 
was the first problem, the second was that right when we got our front tires out, we took 
back only to find that one of the rear tires was sunken in all the way up to the bumper.  
After assessing our latest problem we tried to dig the tire out, but we ended up using a 
hydraulic jack to lift it part the way out, so we could slip concrete slabs under it to help 
with traction.  That worked even though the jack broke.  Once that was done, we had to 
work piling copious amounts of slash, which consisted of carrying heavy branches and 
putting them on a pile with a plastic blanket over it followed by more “soft” branches 
then nearly logs and stumps.  Compress the rest of the branches down.  After what 
seemed like much more than half an hour, we jammed everyone into the van and headed 
off towards the rec site which unsurprisingly was a surprise. 
Sheldon Gorrin 
 
Session: TNT 2       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Ashley Bruscoe 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  North Warner Trail Maintenance 
National Forest:  Fremont NF 
Ranger District:  Lakeview RD 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend the blue crew’s crew leader, Ashley, went to a lake for the rec trip.  
Hayley, Sheldon and I were the only corps members from the blue crew.  The lake was 
really cold but it also looked very clean and, well, teal.  The view from the spot that we 
were at was spectacular.  When we found out that we were going to Fremont National 
Forest, Ashley told us that the drive was seven hours!  For awards, Arianna won the 
Golden Spatula and Clare battled Jordan (With her mad rock paper scissors skills) for the 
Silver Platter. 
Holly Anne Collins 
 
Tuesday 



 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week was trail work.  It is actually kind of fun.  We hike a heck 
of a way and then we take out plants so that people know where the trail is.  We were in 
the Fremont area and out of all sites it was the coolest. 
Ryan Rodriguez 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We thought making our goals would only be to get along, because we were all 
homesick and tired of each other, but also to take the next five days slow.   
 So now we take every moment as slow as possible.  Life may go smoother after 
this experience. 
Jerael Johnson 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
This week I think our crew learned a lot of different ways to apply ourselves on the 
worksite.  Trail work was really hard and I think we learned how to pace ourselves and 
how important staying hydrated really is on a hot day.  Our crew also had a forest 
succession SEED and I think we all retained a lot of information from it.  Alissa came to 
work with us on Monday and she taught us how to use a crosscut saw.  It was cool. 
Clare Libby 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our challenges were working eight hours so we didn’t have to work today and 
also walking a few miles.  Another challenge was when Garrett got really dehydrated and 
Ashley went to get him but we got through some accomplishments.  We’re getting all our 
hours done in four days and getting about half of the trail down and also getting through 
the final day of work 
Hayley Humphreys 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging is when everybody was mad.  It was on the second week.  It was 
hard because the whole group was discouraged. 
Garrett Corbari 
 
The most challenging day/s for me was pretty much the first week.  It was challenging for 
me because I was expected to live with nine other people that I’ve never met before.  It’s 
usually really hard for me to be around people I’ve never seen or met before. 
Holly Collins 



 
My most challenging day was the first day because I wasn’t expecting to have to work 
that hard. 
Hayley Humphreys 
 
My most challenging day was two Sundays ago when everyone was bickering and I was 
just completely tired of it. 
Genna Watson 
 
When I realized we all were alike. 
Eoj Jerael Johnson 
 
The most challenging day I had at NYC would have to be the first day I felt awkward like 
an outsider.  I didn’t feel that I was supposed to be here.  It’s petty to say it’s because of 
my race.  It made me feel out of place but I accepted the fact that it’s part of life to go 
places in which you couldn’t be used to.  Environmental wise I tried my best to accept 
things for what they are and how things are going to be. 
Arianna Wesseling 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first work day because it was hard to get back 
into the swing of things. 
Clare Libby 
 
My most challenging day was the first.  It was weird to get used to things. 
Ryan Rodriguez 
 
My most challenging day was the first workday because it was tough to get used to 
waking up early and getting ready right away. 
Sheldon Gorrin 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 

1. Our water fight during the last week 
2. Hiking to and from our trail work sight 
3. Hanging out on the beach during our first rec trip. 

Genna Watson 
 

·  Making dinner at NYC the first night 
·  Hiking about six miles 
·  Going to the coast for the rec site on our first weekend. 

Arianna Wesseling 
 
I think that my three favorite experiences would be working with hoes, pulaskies, 
loppers, the saws and the crosscut saw; mainly because I’m not used to working with 
those kinds of tools.  My second favorite experience would probably be the water fight on 



Crazy Surprise Day (Wednesday) of the last week.  And last would have to be coming up 
with nicknames for Garrett and myself. 
Holly Collins 
 
Me and two others were left with Ashley and went out.   
Eoj Jerael Johnson 
 
My three favorite things were the saver, store stops and laundry. 
Hayley Humphreys 
 

1. Hanging out on the coast all weekend long 
2. Hiking on our trail and enjoying the view 
3. Blue crew’s water fight 

Clare Libby 
 

·  Rec trips  
·  Free time 
·  Showers 

Ryan Rodriguez 
 

1. Showers. 
2. First rec site 
3. Seeing how proud my perseverance on the second weekend. 

Sheldon Gorrin 
 

1. Showers 
2. Store stops 
3. Rec sites 

Corey Farris 
 

1. The great water 
2.  fast chillin’ 
3. The best sunrise on the first Wednesday—only Noah and I saw it. 

Eoj Jerael Johnson 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
Life is hard but work is harder.  Life is like a box of chocolate  To have an opinion on it 
you must have perceptions. 
Eoj Jerael Johnson 
 
At NYC I learned about plants, working as a team and living with different kinds of 
people.  When they said that these people would be like our family, I didn’t believe them, 
but they were right. 
Holly Collins 
 



At NYC I learned how to deal with things easier & how to live with nine other people 
I’ve never met before. 
Hayley Humphreys 
 
Here I learned how to get along with people without judging them. 
Genna Watson 
 
I learned how to work together and with people I didn’t know from totally different 
backgrounds than mine. 
Arianna Wesseling 
 
At NYC I learned all about our environment. 
Clare Libby 
 
I learned that I can do anything if I set my mind to it. 
Ryan Rodriguez 
 
I learned to accept peoples’ differences. 
Sheldon Gorrin 
 
I learned I can do any thing if I set my mind to it. 
Corey Farris 
 
I learned how to appreciate small things. 
Garrett Corbari 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
One thing I will always remember is when I got hit in the face with a hazel hoe.  It hurt 
really bad but the story behind it is really, really funny.  All I have to say is be careful 
who you’re messing around with when you’re playing.   
Hayley Humphreys 
 
My most memorable moment would be the poke game with Garrett.  My friends and I 
always poke people in the stomach while they’re walking down the hallway at school. 
Holly Collins 
 
I’ll always remember being ridiculously dirty this last week.  �  
Genna Watson 
 
I will always remember the day when during the third week on our half a day (Friday) 
when we got our van stuck in a sand dune. 
Arianna Wesseling 
 
I will always remember the great friends I made. 
Clare Libby 



 
All the fun we had together. 
Ryan Rodriguez 
 
I will remember how well we got along together but also much we could argue and fight. 
Sheldon Gorrin 
 
I will always remember all the great people and all the fun work. 
Corey Farris 
 
Garrett, Genna and I went on a hike with Ashley and when we got to the end Ashley 
realized she forgot the keys…. 
 Needless to say, that was a good memory. 
Eoj Jerael Johnson 
 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
After this session I will want to keep in contact and stay friends with some of the people 
that I met, like Clare, Garrett and Genna. 
Holly Collins 
 
From now on I will not judge people like I did because I don’t know what their capable 
of. 
Hayley Humphreys 
 
Now I will always try to attempt things before I decide I can’t do them. 
Genna Watson 
 
From now on I will always try to go above and beyond my body’s and mind’s limit. 
Arianna Wesseling 
 
I will always remember I can do anything that I set my mind to do. 
Clare Libby 
 
Remember NYC and anything can be done and two heads are better than one. 
Eoj Jerael Johnson 
 
From now on I will do everything I can do to help the environment and myself and 
others. 
Ryan Rodriguez 
 
From now on I will empathize more with people from different backgrounds and ways of 
life. 
Sheldon Gorrin 
 



From now on I will do anything to help the environment. 
Corey Farr 

 
Session: TNT 2       RED 
Crew Color: RED 
Crew Leader:  Bennett Comerford 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Coos Bay BLM-Noxious Weed Removal 
National Forest:  BLM 
Ranger District:  Coos Bay 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend at 10:00 orientation started.  We went to several different lessons 
on tools and hygiene rules and etc.  We spent the night in tents in the field at 900.  We 
woke up early to eat a breakfast of cereal and p-milk.  Then we cleaned out our tents.  
When we were done we found what team we would be in.  We had a small team circles to 
learn everybody’s names.  Then we went for a larger circle to learn where we were 
working.  Then we departed.   
Alex Baasch 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our group is pulling out blackberry this week.  They’re killing all the native 
plants so we’re supposed to take them down.  We use hoes, McCleods, saws, loppers or 
in Jake’s and my case, crush them with our bodies.  I think we’re about ten minutes away 
from Coos Bay.  Right now I’m writing my journal.  I’m doing it because it’s my chore.  
This is our week’s job and where we are. 
Araya Jensen 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We are working on completing all or our hours and working hard to accomplish 
something and get buff.  Also we are getting more free time by working hard, so it is a 
big goal for our group.  We keep committed with our goals by realizing the larger goal of 
this in the longer run of the program, focusing on having fun is also a big part of our goal, 
so we can keep working most of the time. 
Joe Balati �  
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 We learned that sometimes we have to have more than ourselves to do something 
hard.  It may not make sense but later we’ll need each other more than we think!  And we 
have also learned a lot about each other, favorite hobbies, music and so on.  We learned 
our strengths and weaknesses.  And built bonds really good in just four weeks.  It’s 
amazing how we’re all connected some how to each other.  It’s cool.   
�   Ashley Keller 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This last week, I don’t think the majority of our challenges were work related.  
Though we could have worked harder or stayed a bit more on track, our challenge was 
(and still is) getting to know each other, accepting our differences and acknowledging our 
boundaries.  Now Jake might be strong, Frederick might be smart, Joe may be a bit of a 
pushover because he’s so darned nice, Lora might be petite, Ryan might be funny, Araya 
may be outgoing, Alex may be a tad ADD, Ashley may be bubblier than a carbonated 
soda, Summer might be a smidge too concerned about where her food falls and I might 
be pretty weird, but we’re all people just trying to get along with one another and we all 
have feelings.  So, I guess what I’m trying to say is to keep on working hard, don’t push 
anyone too hard, and stay cool.  People I know you all are … 
Haley Karlson 
 
Session: TNT 2       RED 
Crew Color: RED 
Crew Leader:  Bennett Comerford 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Silver-spot Butterflies Habitat 
National Forest:  Siuslaw NF 
Ranger District: Central Coast  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Two and one half days of rest passed our tired bones and we at once acknowledge 
our precious non-gratuity towards what seemed so simple as a shower or a trip to the 
shore.  And we congregated in a field where footsteps awoke the grass with the hops of 
grasshoppers.  Many treasures we received made inflated by our isolation that we again 
had taken for granted; sleeping in until 7 and getting mail.  We saw the rest of TNT and 
ventured to the beach for various adventures. 
Frederick Livingston 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Today was our first day of second week.  Our crew woke up earlier this morning 
and ate French toast and put on our work clothes.  On our way to our new worksite, we 



got lost (just a little.)  The first hours we were lopping bushes after lopping for awhile, 
we moved on to our worksite, which was at lunch.  We sat next to the ocean and drank 
sodas.  That we learned.  Today we worked very had and had fun. 
Lora Pena 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We are currently trying to clear a meadow so that an endangered butterfly will 
have a place to lay its’ eggs on a flower that only grows in a salt spray meadow.  There 
are downed trees everywhere and moving all of them is tough.  We are almost done 
though and we may be moving location before the week is over which is good because 
although the job is a good work out, it is also a pretty mindless sort of gerbil activity.  All 
things considered, I am tired of all working and am ready for the weekend. 
Jake Dille 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 So far this week we have been learning a lot about butterflies and cutting down 
things that harm butterfly’s life cycle.  In my opinion, we are just starting to get over with 
the storming stage, but the storming stage is making us stronger as a crew and bringing us 
closer together.  Today we went farther north up the coast and the bus ride gave all of us 
an opportunity to talk and become closer as friends.  The coast is my home, and I’ve only 
been gone about two weeks and it seems like a lot has changed positively and it reminds 
me a lot like the improvement in our crew.   
Ryan Anderson 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Well, this week was very hard for all of us.  We moved trees for most of the 
week.  It was tiring and most of us were just dragging along waiting for the day to be 
over, but the cool part out of the week was hump day when we all went to the beautiful 
meadow with a gorgeous view.  It was very fun and windy, but I’m greatly happy that 
tomorrow is our last day to move logs. 
Summer Archer 
 
Session: TNT 2       RED 
Crew Color: RED 
Crew Leader:  Bennett Comerford 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  EWEB Invasive Weed Management 
 
Monday 
 



Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This last delightful weekend was parent visitation, which I might add quite rocked 
my socks.  I think seeing my family gave me a bit of a mental boost, which made me 
realize how much harder I could be working.  After seeing all of us dancing outside of the 
van at the shed station, today made me realize how far we’ve come from that first 
awkward day to be honest, at the beginning of this program, I wasn’t too happy with my 
crew because I felt that I would have to “censor” my personality to fit it.  But now, at the 
beginning of our third week I find that we, indeed, have the most awesome crew, and the 
people you will be closest to in the end are the ones you had to work to build a 
relationship with in the first place. 
Araya Jensen 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week is to work out all the invasive plants (blackberry, etc.) and 
clearing out meadows.  We are at the McKenzie River on the island lopping the 
blackberry, Scotch broom, etc.  We don’t know why yet, but we will soon.  Well, the 
actual reason I think it’s for the plants.  Not sure.  But we will have to wait until the 
MAN or woman will tell us soon or before we leave. 
Ashley Keller 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Well, this is the same one I had before, so I’ll make it short and sweet.  Well, we 
are working toward seeing an elusive purple pygmy hippo.  After all, they are pretty 
elusive; after all and working through all our areas thoroughly so we don’t have to do it 
over, getting out of bed quickly and doing our chores fast so we can get some free time, 
avoid washing our hair in the water and camp, learning how to really row a boat, like 
hardcore on row, row, row your boat, working harder and singing music for the crew and 
many which Alex can use to buy a guitar. 
Joe Balaty 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew leader isn’t always right in all things and often makes mistakes, so I am 
writing this much later than intended previously and so my reflection will be described in 
its’ freshness. 
 Overall though, our group has learned to co-exist with each other just like a pack 
of apes (minus the hair (except Bennett)).  We have learned more of efficiency and hard 
work as the days press on and the need for sleep.  We started a bit sluggishly to be 
honest, but grew in hard-cority as the week progressed.  We are well on our way to the 
end of our voyage now that the waves are calm. 
Frederick Livingston 



 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Some of our group’s challenges are doing a boring job all day in the woods and 
catching the elusive Hawaiian purple pygmy hippos.  We have also had a problem 
working consistently, storming among friends and personally dealing with wegies.   
Some of our major accomplishments are surviving a turkey rampage, living through a 
week on a deserted island, surviving food cooked by Alex and at last, Wednesday night 
Alex Baasch 
 
Session: TNT 2       RED 
Crew Color: RED 
Crew Leader:  Bennett Comerford 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Detroit Invasive Weeds 
National Forest:  Willamette 
Ranger District:  Detroit 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Saturday all the crews did chores together.  After our quickly finished chores, 
we got mail.  After mail we split up on our rec trips.  I was with Joe from our crew and 
some of my other friends we hung out next to a beautiful creek and walked on rocks and 
logs.  We came back and hung out and ate dinner which was chicken and left over 
mashed potatoes and fruit salad.  We had team Olympics and finished our day with 
Saturday Circle. 
Lora Pena 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Well, this week we are going to be pulling Scotch broom at the ranger station.  
We will only be working around there for a couple days. After we’re done with that like 
project, we will be moving somewhere else? And the reason why we are doing this is cuz 
Scotch broom is bad. 
Summer Archer  (Cartoon drawn on other side of page.) 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our crew is pulling massive Scotch broom and piling it in piles.  We 
started by the ranger station and moved about some-odd miles up the read to the heliport 
area.  Today was our last day working there (I heard Bennett and Cole saying it.) and we 
are hoping to have the most kick-but hump day.  Our crew is preparing emotionally for 
graduation, cause this is our last week.  We are a little testy at each other, but we all know 
it’s out of stress and we’re not letting it get to us cause we love each other!!! 



Ryan Anderson 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we’re working on trails around the ranger station in Detroit Lake.  
Here we have learned many lessons, one of which is a first hand experience, 
demonstrated to us by Ryan and Jake.  This taught us the importance of H2O.  Yet 
another lesson I’ve learned is appreciation of seven hour days with a toilet not graced 
with the presence of Satanic scum, Alex’s knowledge of the Peruvian snails, my 
introduction of stranger danger and Haley’s lesson in sticking to the refried beans morals 
truly inspired us all. 
Araya Jensen   (another cartoon drown by Ryan Anderson on back of page) 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Working eight hours twice was probably the most difficult thing about this week.  
Me and Ryan were exhausted and actually fell to our knees.  But we got a lot of free time 
and we went swimming.  As Saturday comes closer we are all thinking about the 
goodbyes none of us want to say.  For some of us it is more difficult and some of us have 
nothing to go back to.  Ultimately it has been a long but fun ride and we will all 
remember it. 
Jake Dille 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
The first day of work. 
Alex Baasch 
 
The first day. 
Araya Jensen 
 
The eight hour days. 
Frederick Livingston 
 
Dinner 
Ashley Keller 
 
The very first day when I knew no one. 
Haley Karlson 
 
The first day of work was tiring! 
Summer Archer 
 
The second day I was tired from the first day! 



Lora Pena 
 
The first day of work and waking up early. 
Ryan Anderson 
 
The second eight hour day. 
Joe Balaty 
 
The first eight hour day. 
Jake Dille 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
Being with friends, playing guitar, getting paid. 
Alex Baasch 
 
Friends, money, time away. 
Araya Jensen 
 
My friends, discovering more about myself, fourth week campfires. 
Haley Karlson 
 
Friends!  The turkeys, when I completed! 
Summer Archer 
 
Friends, working hard and money. 
Lora Pena 
 

1. Making friends 
2. losing weight 
3. doing something for someone others than myself. 

Ryan Anderson 
 
Having fun with friends, the dirt slide, and the program itself. 
Joe Balaty 
 
My birthday, fishing, and the first hour of free time. 
Jake Dille 
 
My crew, rec trips and my crew leader. 
Ashley Keller 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
Not to get hit in the leg with a hoe, bees always win a fight, I hate mosquitoes.   
Alex Baasch 



 
The importance of deodorant. 
Araya Jensen 
 
To get along with people (even if you don’t want to), to not judge people by how they 
look, how to work hard. 
Haley Karlson 
 
I learned to work harder. 
Summer Archer 
 
Being clean, being careful and not being wasteful. 
Lora Pena 
 
Not to upset turkeys, don’t throw rocks at bees nests and don’t shot-gun three monsters in 
a row. 
Ryan Anderson 
 
I can always do better. 
Jake Dille 
 
To work hard and make friends. 
Ashley Keller 
 
That respect comes from hard work, trust comes from honesty and you can always 
change. 
Joe Balaty 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
Finding a blue tailed skink. 
Alex Baasch 
 
The people. 
Araya Jensen 
 
The crazy weird stop that one hill. 
Frederick Livingston 
 
The beautiful view at Cascade Head. 
Haley Karlson 
 
The bus rides listening to Gypsy’s 80s music. 
Summer Archer 
 
The turkey family. 



Lora Pena 
 
Haley Karlson. 
Ryan Anderson 
 
Araya Jensen. 
Jake Dille 
 
My crew! 
Ashley Keller 
 
The moments I’ve had with everybody. 
Joe Balaty 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Shower. 
Alex Baasch 
 
Try to relate to people. 
Araya Jensen 
 
Be more hardcore. 
Frederick Livingston 
 
Take pride in my work. 
Haley Karlson 
 
Respect NYC and there hardcore work! 
Summer Archer 
 
Being cleaner and respecting my body. 
Lora Pena 
 
Leave the turkeys alone. 
Ryan Anderson 
 
Stay away from boiling water. 
Jake Dille 
 
Mow my lawn without complaint. 
Ashley Keller 
 
Be funny and enjobable to be around. 
Joe Balaty 

 



Session: TNT 2       ORANGE 
Crew Color: Orange 
Crew Leader:  Bryan Enslien 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Silverspot Butterfly Habitat 
National Forest:  Siuslaw NF 
Ranger District:  Central Coast 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well this weekend our crew was oriented and assigned a color for the crews.  We 
said good-bye to our folks and devoted ourselves to learning all the things we needed to 
know for NYC.  We also drove out to the coast to (Sunday) to a town called Florence and 
got a really nice campground close to the ocean and got camp set up and had spaghetti for 
dinner. 
Clint Haight 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are in the butterfly reserve and are helping remove invasive plants 
to improve the butterfly habitat.  We are in the Sutton Camp site and the reason that we 
are doing this project is because the butterfly population is dropping drastically.  This 
could be due to these invasive plants we are removing!  Who knows?  We could be 
helping hundreds of those little butterflies by doing this…cool. 
Riley Keltz 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for the week are to finish work, to complete working on the sites and 
move seamlessly to the weekend site and live with 28 other people successfully, then 
start over on the next site with added living experience. 
Aaron Coates 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned the seven steps to leave no trace.  We also learned about the 
Silver Spotted butterfly and how it got that way.  Yesterday Alyssa taught us how to tie 
the square knot, slipknot, and the slip square knot.  Today we learned abut shelter 
building like what to do and not to do.  The first day we spent some time learning about 
our workers’ rights and about the clock and OSHA. 
Mat Forcum 
 



Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we worked with butterflies a lot.  It was mostly lopping but we dug a 
little too.  On Friday we drove for two hours to the Laundromat and 7-11 and then we 
drove to the weekend site.  We talked a lot about Chuck Norris and all of his epicness.  
Some people were talking’ trash about Chuck Norris.  I think those people are lame.  I 
prayed to Chuck Norris at dinner on Thursday.  It was sweet.  All Hail Chuck Norris. 
Jake Mack 
 
Session: TNT 2       ORANGE 
Crew Color: Orange 
Crew Leader:  Bryan Enslien 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  New River ACEC 
National Forest: BLM 
Ranger District:  Coos Bay 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Our crew lived with all forty people for the first time and went to different 
beaches on Sunday.  We moved to second work campsite on Edson Creek.  We are down 
next to the creek and are going fishing and craw-dadding.  We are working at New River 
on Hummingbird Habitat Restoration. 
Aaron Coates 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are piling slash in New River at ACEC.  We also have to cut down 
a few trees with the pulaskis.  We gotta use saws to cut the branches in order to pile the 
slash. 
Jake Mack 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we got to a hill at Floras Lake which was cool.  We got to see a bunch of 
kite surfers cruising around and doing tricks (a pro kite surfing demo was going on.)  Our 
jobs consisted of some trail maintenance, some driftwood moving and pulling beach 
grass. 
 Our goal is to create better habitats for humming birds. 
Jordan Hankison 
 
Thursday 



 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned that if we aren’t happy with something, like free time, all that 
we need to do is talk to the leaders to come to an agreement that would work for 
everyone.  We work harder to get more free time now.  The NYC is much better than 
what it was before. 
Steven Baca 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our challenge was to earn as much free time as possible by meeting our 
work goals and just to get alone and have a mutual understanding of each other and just 
have fun and find new personal goals.  Our accomplishments were getting an awesome 
amount of about 20 times more free times a day.  Work a lot more, get a lot more done.  
And have fun.  We have also learned how not to trigger each other and just become more 
of a family in the end.  I can say we are more of a family everyday and am proud to call 
us the orange crew of 2007 
Cody Feuerhelm 
 
Session: TNT 2       ORANGE 
Crew Color: Orange 
Crew Leader:  Bryan Enslien 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Sweet Home Invasive Weeds 
National Forest:  Willamette NF 
Ranger District:  Sweethome RD 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend was not the best.  Two crew members from a single crew left.  
Monday was probably the worst day we’ve had at TNT.  We lost our crew member, 
Cody, because he was smoking.  It was hard on everyone in our crew, not just because we 
lost a friend but because we had to pick up the slack.  It was also probably our hardest job 
because we had to cut blackberries, which is one heck of a chore.  
Colin North 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are lopping blackberries.  We are east of Sweet Home lopping blackberries 
because they are invasive.  We are on Moose Creek Road.  We are lopping blackberries. 
Nakai Golden 
 
Wednesday 



 
Describe your goals for the week: 
 One of our crew’s goals for this week was, of course, to work as a team and I 
think we did that today by knocking out a lot of blackberries while having a lot of fun 
playing 20 questions, even though we found out that we were working in p-oak.  I think 
we still had fun (well, I did) last night.  We made a new crew contract of how we think 
the crew should work.  I think that everyone made a great contribution. 
Mat Forcum 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned that even though you have great losses, your crew can 
come through strong.  We learned about teamwork, ourselves and each other.  I also 
learned that when we are motivated we can get a lot of work done in a short amount of 
time.  Lastly, BLACKBERRY WARS ARE SWEET!!! 
 We learned that communication is key if we want our crew to be able to work 
together and in a positive way.  Last of all, I would like to say is that Orange Crew can 
keep on chuckin’ no matter what… 
Riley Keltz 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we had some big challenges and just as big accomplishments; making 
this entry just that much more easy.  This week we had two crew members have to leave 
because of smoking, which stunk  (Jake and Cody)  But after they left things really 
seemed to pull together.  Our crew was much more positive and got a lot more work done 
than before.  So although we lost a few corps members, I think this week turned out ok…  
Umm, now I need to fill some space so I guess the store stop was pretty bombing and we 
got Mara as a rover, which is pretty freakin’ sweet even though she’s making me write 
more. 
Jordan Hankison 
 
Session: TNT 2       ORANGE 
Crew Color: Orange 
Crew Leader:  Bryan Enslien 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  EWEB Noxious Weeds 
National Forest:  Rodman Island 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend our crew split up on different recreation trips.  Bret took a group for 
a walk down to the river.  Bryan took this weekend off and came back with a mysterious 



box of Rice Krispies Treats and sodas.  Back at camp, Alissa barbequed some delicious 
chicken and added left over macaroni and cold potatoes.  Over all, it was an excellent 
weekend. 
Clint Haight 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are demolishing blackberries and pulling out Scotch broom over on 
an island over in the McKenzie. 
Steven Baca 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we are on a hot island in the McKenzie River and we are cutting back 
blackberry and pulling Scotch broom and we are trying to get through the last week 
without killing each other. 
Jordan Hankison 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned mainly about turkeys.  When we came back from camp we 
had four turkeys in our camp creeping everywhere and eating our compost and garbage 
so the seed for that day was bear country so we could learn how to hide food, this also 
works for turkeys. 
Colin North 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew struggled endlessly together to pull Scotch broom from 
Rodman Island.  We were always tempted by these ginormous turkeys that looked so 
good to eat compared to our nature burgers.  We also pushed back a lot of blackberries 
and we all got stung by a load of bees.  We all made a lot of friends that we will never 
forget even though we had wronged them in the past, we all pulled together and made the 
most of it. 
Clint Haight 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
Some of the things that I’ve learned at the NYC is now I have a great work ethic and that 
can get far in life in the work place. 
Steven Baca 
 



1. Making friends with people 
2. Cooking 
3. Tool count 

Mat Forcum 
 
Our blackberry war, the friends I made, and the things I learned. 
Colin North 
 
My three favorite NYC memories were the first store stop, body surfing at Cape Blanco 
and jumping in the river after work on the third week. 
Aaron Coates 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences would have to be when we were chillin’ the second 
to last day.  Also the last rect trip when we chilled at the lake and swam. 
Riley Keltz 
 
The blackberry War.  Our stinky tent. 
Nakai Golden 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were turkey chasin’, blackberry fightin’ and learning 
to cook. 
Clint Haight 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always appreciate the things I took for granted.  I will appreciate the 
beautiful porcelain toilet, my sweet TV, my amazing running water and my perfect bed. 
Colin North 
 
From now on I will always respect and be grateful for all the conveniences of modern day 
life.  I will always have a better work ethic and teamwork.  Also the patience… 
Riley Keltz 
 
Not take running water for granted. 
Mat Forcum 
 
Go outside to summer camps or to meet new people. 
Steven Baca 
 
Never take a shiny porcelain toilet for granted. 
Jordan Hankison 
 
Never miss modern life stuff. 
Nakai Golden 
 
 



ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
One thing that I will always remember is how cool our crew is.  I will always remember 
the funny times of Nakai sharing Steven losing “The Game”, chilling and making some 
of the best friends that I will have in my entire life.   
Riley Keltz 
 
One thing I will always remember is the first week of TNT.  It got worse and worse until 
Thursday when it started to look up.  We got our first showers in a week along with 
edible food and clean laundry. 
Aaron Coates 
 
I met a lot of friends at the NYC and I found out that everybody comes from a different 
life style. 
Steven Baca 
 
The friends I have made and that I hate blackberries. 
Mat Forcum 
 
One thing I will always remember is the Blackberry War. 
Colin North 
 
OUR BLACKBERRY WAR. 
Nakai Golden 
 
Bryan’s crew motivation talk during work on the last Thursday of the session. 
Clint Haight 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
I’ve learned that eight hours is a LONG TIME.  Pizza should not have corn and green 
beans.  I’ve learned that I love tool count. 
Mat Forcum 
 
I’ve learned that you have to work hard and be patient with others.  I also learned that 
eight hour days are extremely hard to get through without the help of others. 
Riley Keltz 
 
I learned that sometimes you need to use a nature wipe in a latrine. 
Steven Baca 
 
At NYC I’ve learned a better work ethic.  I learned to improve the quality of my work 
and I learned how to deal with annoying people. 
Jordan Hankison 
 
How to pick nature wipe and how to love the words, “TOOOOOLL COUNT”. 



Colin North  
 
At NYC I learned Iodine and powdered milk,  I leaned to prepare for the worst, hope for 
the best and enjoy the fact I live near wilderness. 
Aaron Coates 
 
Good work ethic, teamwork, communication. 
Nakai Golden 
 
During NYC I learned to cook like the devil, chew sunflower seeds, and use a weed 
wrench. 
Clint Haight 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day of NYC in any program was the first full day of TNT2; the 
major challenge was being out of my element and living in a crew. 
Aaron Coates 
 
My most challenging day at NYC would have probably been the first day of the third 
week when we lost two crew members (Cody and Jake) and having to work their hours.  
It was really challenging working their hours on blackberries. 
Riley Keltz 
 
The day Jake got kicked out for smoking. 
Mat Forcum 
 
The last eight hour day of the session; that or the first two days of the third week where 
we lost Cody and Jake… 
Jordan Hankison 
 
The day Jake was fired. 
Colin North  
 
The week Jake and Cody left I was homesick because of parents day and my two best 
friends left. 
Steven Baca 
 
The last Wednesday of the session… 
Nakai Golden 
 
Doin’ an eight hour day in a break-neck heat… 
Clint Haight 


