
Dear NYC Graduates: 
 
As we sit far removed from the sights, sounds and experiences of our field seasons, it is 
to be expected that we reflect upon all of our summer’s undertakings; big and small. 
What will you remember most about your NYC experience? Was it the long hike 
paralleling a pristine river; one of the many recreational trips to the Oregon coast; or 
perhaps the clandestine conversations that took place in the white walls at night. What 
ever memory holds you to NYC we hope it is a positive memory of great things 
accomplished. 
 
A field season fails to be complete without a healthy combination of sweat and tears; 
frustrations and elations. Within these peaks and valley’s lies the hard work and physical 
activities. This year South-2 and BLP-1 built 1,750 feet of trail; maintained 47 miles of 
trail; created numerous drainage structures and built too many slash piles to count. Within 
these large victories and accomplishments comes a greater accomplishment: finishing the 
session with pride. 
 
 
Happy Trails, 
 

 
 
Cole Southworth 
Program Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Session:  SCC-S2      YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Marenda Chamberlin 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek Acec 
National Forest:  Coos Bay BLM 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This was the first weekend of the session, and has been all about orientation and 
getting used to our surrounding environment.  On Sunday we split into our crews.  Our 
group’s color is yellow, go yellow team.  Later we traveled to our first campsite.  We had 
some complications along the way but in the end we made camp and all is well. 
Michael Price 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 



 Today we worked on slopes, slopes of 45° angles and more.  We are slash-piling 
and helping by restoring meadows because of the massive firs.  We are back-countrying 
about 1 ½ hours from Gold Beach and about 1 ½ miles into the wilderness. 
Thomas Gilstrap�
�

Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our major goal is to, …well we are having sort of a mini competition with 
another NYC crew camping near us.  The red crew; they are doing the same thing as us.  
Anyways everyday we have been trying to build more and better slash piles.  And so far 
we have been succeeding.  Our other more important goals are completing our hours 
because we are one person short.   
Thomas Gilstrap 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We have learned many things from OSHA… to leave no trace camping, reduce 
impact and other safety rules. 
Thomas Gilstrap 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Getting up really early and getting work done felt like a great accomplishment…  
Now cleaning up, doing laundry, and eating treats just tops off the already great week.  
We only had to work three or four hours today doing ten slash piles.  The hike back was 
easier than on the way there, but we still had different groups going at their own pace.  
Everyday we are getting stronger and working our ABSOLUTE BEST!  My crew is great 
and I am learning something new from each one of them. 
Megan Groves 
 
Session:  SCC-S2 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Marenda  
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek ACEC 
National Forest:   
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
This weekend was fantastic!  Most groups went to the beach, but one did showers and 
laundry because one crew didn’t have time on Friday.  On Saturday yellow crew (us!) 



made dinner which was taco salad.  We also received mail from parents/friends.  Now 
I’m excited for the next weekend.  Peace and Loves,  
Kayla Strehlow 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Working at Hunter Creek again!  Busting out the slash piling.  We made an all 
time high of 39 piles.  Our goal for this week is 150 slash piles.  Today everyone was all 
about the positive mental attitude!  Overall it was a definite 5 star day! 
Megan Groves 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 For the week we plan to bust out 150 piles of slash.  We all seem to be determined 
to keep all our members and to build bonds with each other.  We all wish to help each 
other and pull through the tough times.  Peace and love, 
Brian Clift 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Today was very wet and rainy, but that’s ok cuz tomorrow is Friday.  Hopefully 
we won’t have to come back to Hunter Creek. 
Amber Jones 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We finally finished the week and we get rewarded by hot showers and nice, clean 
clothes.  So right not I’m at the laundry mat and my phone just died on me.  This sucks!   
But I have a great feelin’ these next few weeks will be great!  So I hope ya’ll a wonderful 
three weeks! 
Amber Jones 
 
Session:  SCC-S2 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Marenda Chamberlin 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  Floras Lake 
National Forest:  Coos Bay BLM 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 



Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 I love weekends!  Out here we learned to appreciate the relaxing atmosphere.  I 
went to the prehistoric garden.  Carrie strutted her stuff and got us all in for two dollars 
each!  Sweet…  We also went to the beach.  Building sand castles was fun fun!  My mom 
and dad came to that same beach and saw it right after we left.  But it was cool spending 
the day with them. 
Megan Groves 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we have front country.  We are working on trails near the airport about 
five miles north of Port Orford.  It’s pretty basic trail maintenance, brushing, lopping, and 
widening the trail.  We have been here for two days now and have seen a multitude of 
hikers and bikers.  So it’s used fairly often from what I can tell.  It also has some 
gorgeous views along the way.   
Michael Price 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Step up and volunteer more.  Today was ok I guess but there was attitude from 
some peers that I didn’t like.  Some of the peers were slow when they were racking 
behind Carrie and me and Kristan had to catch them up and it was frustrating.  I asked a 
peer to tuck in her shirt and she gave me attitude about it then she said what about the 
other peer’s shirts—why don’t you tell them that?  Even though we went to the beach and 
tried to watch the sunset and that was beautiful. 
Unsigned 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We have learned a lot about each other.  We have opened up this week and much 
has been said about ourselves and others.  We are learning how to step up and work as a 
team.  The initiative has just barely begun but I can see it starting today. 
Brian Clift 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we worked on trail maintenance and chopped and lopped things down.  
Monday we had a rough time starting because we were kinda confused and what our 
project was.  Then on Friday, or more like half of the crew moved a huge boulder. 
Thomas Gilstrap 
 
Session:  SCC-S2 



Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Marenda Chamberlin 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek ACEC 
National Forest:  Coos Bay BLM 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We went to the beach and I got sun burned and that sucked but it was fun.  Oh 
yah, I fell asleep on the sand and got all dirty.  Then we had a store stop and I sat in the 
van and waited for the other peers to come back so we can to home to sleep and then go 
to work again. 
Thomas Gilstrap 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why?  
       This week we are at a cow field behind our contact’s house and pulling Scotch 
broom.  Today we started on a hill that’s very large and has a lot of Scotch broom on it.  
We did not finish, but should be done by tomorrow morning.  Tomorrow we will be half 
way through our second-to-last week.  How depriving.   
Kayla Strehlow 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 During our Saturday circle everyone set their own personal goals for the next two 
weeks.  Most of our crew’s goals are relevant to our work site, or matters of that such.  So 
on Sunday after we set up camp we went down to the river and re-emphasized each of 
our own, so we could figure out how to help one another accomplish them. 
Michael Price 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to pull Scotch broom and other invasive plants 
with a weed wrench.  It is essential that you get the roots of the plant or it will grow back.  
To use a weed wrench you must get the base of the stem.  The weed wrench is fairly 
helpful. 
Kile Sullivan 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



 This week we dominated Scotch broom!  At the beginning of this week we thought 
we were being treated by doing something easy, but by the second day we got tired of the 
work.  It was very repetitive.  But by the end we were very glad to end the job and hit the 
showers!  Happy, happy, joy, joy!  Now I am clean and we are all doing our laundry � .  
We are all pretty snappy with each other in the middle to end of this week but we all got 
over it.  I thought we weren’t going to make our hours, but Mike pulled through in spite 
of his slight injury and helped us work!  Great week overall! 
Happy, happy, joy, joy and Goodie, Goodie gum drops!  
Megan Groves 
 
Session:  SCC-S2 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Marenda Chamberlin 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  Blossom Fire 
National Forest:  Upper Rouge River Trail 
Ranger District: Gold Beach RD 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 The weekend was the last weekend we have until the end. It was good to see all the 
rest of the crews, but I am glad that we get to hang out with the Yellow crew one last 
time before we go our separate ways. By this time next week we will all be in our 
respected places. Oh, well. 
Michael Price 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Here’s life at Brian’s house; son, ya dad, how was school today?  Great Dad!  Say 
how’d you like to go fishing this weekend?  Gee but I’ve got homework on the boat.  
Yaaaay!  Isn’t our son swell?  Yes dear, isn’t life swell?  BAM UHG!!!!   
Brian Clift 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We are building a bridge and it’s so much fun.  The hike was hard but now I’m 
stronger.  I’m super excited for Big Clean this weekend.  I got Tommy’s hemp necklace.  
It’s cool.  The mosquitoes are very bad out here.  You stand still for a minute and they’re 
all over you.  I’m just happy we have port-a-potties.  Yippie!  Peace and love, 
Kayla Strehlow 
 
Thursday 
 



Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 I learned how to use the crosscut.  Me and Carrie worked on a tree for a while, we 
had to Polasky the crosscut cut out which was fun and hard but it was nothing.  I learned 
how to push myself when I don’t have any more energy.  Love and peace, 
Thomas Bair 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We started the week with an 8.8 mile hike.  It was a very challenging hike.  We 
were excited to have bridge work.  Our crew also busted out about 1.5 miles of trail.  I 
think this was our best week. 
Kile Sullivan 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
  Hello.  My name is Mike, but you should already know that cuz it says it on my 
T-shirt.  I am a member of the NYC.  I also have a dog named Tobi, I love him very, 
very, very, very, very, very, very, very, very, very, very, very much.  I like to wrestle 
with him and play soccer.  I think I’m pretty good at soccer, because I always win.  At 
times I think he lets me win though and that’s why I love him so much, cuz he’s 
soooooooooooooooo nice.  He’s also very pretty, with his golden blonde hair swaying in 
a cool gentle breeze.  His tail looks like a wolf’s because of his long black line down the 
center and it curls up like a husky.  I miss my puppy and love him so very much. My 
worst day was when I was sick and it rained.  THE END. 
Michael Price 
 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
 My three most favorite things at NYC was going to the beach the Fourth of July 
and the weekend after.  I like going to the beach because we got to play in the water but I 
was freezing, but so was everyone who went into the water.  I liked the Fourth of July 
because we got to watch the fireworks on the beach.  We go to see other people outside 
of NYC.  I also started dating my boyfriend, Nick, that day because we ran into blue crew 
on the beach.  I like my boyfriend, but I don’t like him too much, I like him just the right 
amount.  Carrie, our rover, says he’s goofy.  I think he’s fun to pick on.  She thinks we 
should have chocolate cake on our wedding day.  I say marriage is for losers.  I don’t like 
boys, but I do.  Boys smell worst than girls, unless they get the good cologne.  Boys are 
icky and they sag their britches.  The end. 
Amber Jones 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 I learned how to go to the bathroom in the woods..  First ya’ll have to find a good 
log for ya’ll’s convenience.  The smart ones will sit on the log with their butts hangin’ off 
the other end.  The others will rest their hands on the log, supportin’ their weight while 



they do their buisness.  Another way is to lean against a tree to drop the bomb.  Another 
thing I learned at NYC was to keep a positive attitude even when times are harsh.  It 
makes ya’ll a lot stronger.  I also learned that healthy food tastes awful!  Stick to fast 
food.  Also, exercise whips ya’ll into shape, but now I’m just statin’ the obvious. The 
end. 
Amber Jones   
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 We hiked out a day early and slept under the stars, because our tents were stuck 
on our packs.  It was quiet and peaceful and then suddenly Amber screamed bloody 
murder!  There was a skunk about a foot from her face.  She came running to be close to 
the group flailing her arms, luckily she did not get sprayed.  Otherwise she would have 
been banished to the far away land of down-wind-from-yellow-crew-island. 
 The next morning we go up at 5:30 am, rolled up our sleeping bags and went 
onward and upwind.  It felt so good when we got to the van and turned on the music.  I 
will never take music for granted ever again.   
 By the way…I love skunks.  They are so cute.  That is probably why I like Pepe’ 
le Peau. 
Nut Meg (Megan Groves) 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 I will always try new food.  I’ve never had lasagna before, but it’s very good.  
Also I will always have more PMA.  I now have a more optimistic view on life which 
makes it more enjoyable.  Plus I will enjoy electronics more because five weeks makes 
you really see how dependable you are on them.  Such as a fridge, flushable toilet, 
showers, clean water, ipods, and t.v.s.  Ha ha ha.  I’m excited to adjust back to my old life 
however I will greatly miss everyone.  Thanks everyone for the good memories.  I will 
miss you all, S2.  Peace and loves, 
Kayla Strehlow 

 



 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Sean Kawamata 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek 
National Forest:  ACEC- Coos Bay BLM, Title II 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we got here for the first time. That’s when we all met each other 
and got into crews.  When we first got into crews not a lot of people know each other but 
on the van ride up here we got to know each other so much better.  We learned names and 
we even came up with our nicknames.  Monday was hard but we worked together and 
pulled through it.  At this time we all get along and soon we will become a 
family…hopefully.  We are excited to get to work again.   
Krista Junger 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 



 This project we are doing is building slash piles for the survival of an endangered 
butterfly.  We are ruffing it in a backpacking adventure in the middle of nowhere. 
Theo Neighbors 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week are making as many of those slash piles as we 
possibly can.  I’m pretty sure we wanted to make about 100.  I am pretty sure we’ll reach 
it by the end of the week. 
Lauren Bonney 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to make the best slash pile possible.  We also 
solved our differences between each other.  We learned a lot about each other including 
our weaknesses and strengths. 
Jessica Jones 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week has been a tremendous bonding experience for my crew.  In the time 
that my crew was getting to know about each other we also found out that we work 
extremely well together.   
 With the positives my crew has seen there also has been a few negatives, such as 
a few minor confrontations between fellow crew members, but other than that I believe 
that my crew is awesome. 
Dalton Oxley 
 
Session:  SCC-S2 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Sean Kawamata 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Floras Lake 
National Forest:  Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Our crew hiked out of Hunter’s Creek on Friday afternoon.  We went to the 
weekend site and helped set up camp there.  On Saturday we went on Rec trips, but our 
crew went to take showers because we couldn’t take them on Friday.  We did Saturday 



circle then went to bed.  On Sunday all of the crews packed up to leave to their worksites, 
but we stayed here and hung out.  The weekend was great. 
Jessica Jones 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 It is the second week for the red crew and we are working on a trail project.  Our 
plan for this week is to lop, cut, chop, and brush all sides of the trail over the past few 
years these trails have been getting narrower because of the rapid growth on each side of 
the trail. 
 We must brush the trail in order to widen it for horseback riders, hikers, and 
bikers.  Yes, it’s hard, but when we finish our second week project we will look back and 
remember the hard work we dedicated.  The trails will be for those who love nature and 
for taking their sweeties on a hike. 
Bryce Lytle 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we made many goals.  One of the most important was to become more 
like a family.  To us being more of a family makes us more of a whole, which will help 
us work faster and better.  Some of our other goals were to finish all our food, have no 
injuries or quitters, work all of our hours, and finish all our food again, and again.  I mean 
it this week.  The trail that we’re brushing we need to not only widen but work on our QC 
portion of the trail.  All of which is very important. 
LJ/Krista Junger 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned to buckle our tents better and to better protect our stuff from rain.  We 
learned how to work together better and got though a lot of group problems by just 
listening to each other.  All in all we learned how to be a better, stronger group and we 
consider ourselves almost family. 
Nick Peara 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We had some bonding problems this week and we definitely came out of it a little 
worse for wear.  We also had a storm that blew all the tents over and we had to fix them.  
But I think that we will be all the closer for it because we had to rely on each other.  Red 
Crew Rocks! 
Theo Neighbors 
 



Session:  SCC-S2 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Sean Kawamata 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek 
National Forest:  ACEC- Coos Bay BLM, Title II 
Ranger District:  BLM 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Red crew separated into different groups during the recreation day.  Nick and I 
hiked six miles up a hill for some great scenery.  It turned out that there was no scenery 
whatsoever.  What the other crew members did, well I have no idea.  Afterwards we had 
parents visit the base camp.  My parents gave me fettuccini Alfredo, which I made for the 
crew after our hike into our campsite Sunday afternoon.  
Skyler Kotterman 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are making slash piles in Hunter Creek and it is just like we did two weeks 
ago.  We are doing this to protect butterflies and make the area easier to burn.  We take 
small sticks and throw those down.  We then throw down leafy branches on top of it, and 
then a tarp and logs around the sides and then more leafy branches. 
 It is very repetitive, but important task to get done. 
Nick Peara 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The goals for red crew this week are to work hard and make as many piles as 
possible.  Our goals are also to set aside our differences and get along no matter what it 
takes.  Also we would like to wake up early on Friday and get out of these woods as 
quickly as possible so we don’t miss out on shower opportunities. 
Lauren Bonney 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned three major things this week.  The first was that arguments solve 
nothing.  We learned this through our share of fights.  Second was that talking helps solve 
issues.  We lowered the stress level by communicating to each other.  Third and last was 
that getting up early means getting off early to avoid the heat and to have more free time. 
Theo Neighbors 
 



Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew had many challenges to overcome that were not on the 
worksite.  Personal problems got between us, but we were able to talk it out, and become 
closer because of it.  We worked really hard the last days of the week and were rewarded 
in the end with both laundry and showers. 
Adra Hughes 
 
Session:  SCC-S2 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Sean Kawamata 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Coos Bay BLM Noxious Weed Removal NFF Map 
National Forest:   
Ranger District:  BLM 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Wee, after work on Friday we hiked out of Hunter Creek.  We go back to the van 
before 11 am.  It was a very big accomplishment for our crew.  Besides that we got to 
base camp after taking showers.  It was sweet. 
 The following day we went on recreation trips, saw parents and prepared for the 
week ahead.  We expect things to go a lot smoother than the last three weeks.  We are 
more prepared as a crew after that period of time.  Overall the weekend gave us time to 
chill.  
Adra Hughes 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are your doing, why? 
 This week our crew is to clear out blackberry bushes from Epson Campground so 
we can have more room to plant native plants.  We’re working really well, and the pace 
we have set on the project has been fast. 
Jessica Jones 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 One of red crew’s goals is to step it up another notch.  We are already working 
hard, but we know we can work harder.  Another goal is to become as close as possible.  
We’re like family now and everyday we get closer.  We also want to come up with an 
awesome crew count-off.  The last goal we have is to clean out the Himalayan 
blackberries to the extent where it gives the idea that there were no blackberries in the 
first place. 



Krista Junger 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned that there are better ways to work together and we learned that there 
are productive and nonproductive ways of removing blackberry. 
Theo Neighbors 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 The red crews challenge and accomplishments for this week were deadly but 
definitely worth it for the red crew.  Arriving at a new destination once again we all 
scouted our work place and knew we would all end up as a blackberry or a bloody scar. 
 This week red crew busted out on a couple blackberry patches.  We began at our 
camp site and recovered about a half a football field worth of blackberry bushes.  It was 
tough but we managed to work hard and finish the first spot very good. 
 Working as a great team and communicating with each other we busted out a 
second spot just about a half a mile down the read.  We all had our share of using a 
McLeod or using some loppers on the deadly blackberries. 
 Overall the red crew worked very well as a team and finished our project very 
well.  Also we made our worksite look like a dirt platform. 
Once again:  RED CREW BUSTS IS OUT AND WE’RE ALL WILLING TO DO IT 
AGAIN.  
Melvin B. Lytle 
 
Session:  SCC-S2 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Sean Kawamata 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  Tincup Trail 
National Forest:  Siskiyou 
Ranger District:  Gold Beach 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we hung out with other crews, ate good dinners and participated in 
the NYC Olympics.  Yellow crew won!  But that’s only because it was our fearless 
leader’s day off, so Tyler Stark filled in.  No actually Tyler was a great leader.  We 
finished the week with a dive to Brookings to work at the Tincup Trail 
Adra Hughes 
 
Tuesday 
 



Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are on the Tincup Trail building treads so people can hike on the trail.  So far 
we’ve completed a lot in most places for about three feet from side to side.  We hope to 
have most of the trail cleared out by Thursday at the end of the day. 
Nicholas Peara 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goal for this week is to re-establish the Tincup Trail and to also improve 
bonds in our crew and get along better. Also I would like to get to know myself in a 
deeper context. Sometimes I think that there is something deep down in my soul that I am 
not telling myself. I think I need a flashlight. 
Skyler Kotterman 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week the red crew learned many new obstacles.  The first major thing was to 
work and learn to get along with each other, not only to work as a team and a family in 
the woods, but we all learned many new skills on the trail.  Rock work, top line and re-
routes were our main goals.  We will all leave this project site with new common skills 
about rail, work and how to communicate as a team.  And work harder and get a new 
sense about trail work in general.  We all loved this last week and we all busted it out.  
Now our parents have to deals with BO on the car ride home.  Peace out, NYC! 
Melvin Lytle 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We had to stay away and avoid poison oak.  We had some minor arguments but 
we got through them with still growing skills. 
Theo Neighbors 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
 My most challenging day was the day it rained.  It was week two.  The whole 
crew got soaked.  Our boots and everything we own got wet.  When we got to camp after 
work we had found the wind had played rag doll with our tents.  All our belongings were 
wet.  If it was not for a few awesome people our PMA would have been shot.  But 
because of the experience and motivation we were all made stronger. That is why to me 
that rainy day was the most challenging. 
Adra Hughes 

 



MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
 My first favorite was probably when Lauren and Adra and I worked together the 
first week.  We kicked butt, took names and BS’s the whole time.  It was great.  My 
second would probably have to be when I got a letter from my ex-gf.  Being away from 
civilization, friends and family wears us all down, but after I got her letter I was so 
happy.  My third would have to be going into Bandon and walking on the beach there.  
There were a few cares to walk through and I just had a blast. 
Skyler Kotterman 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
 I learned how to properly use a tool.  I learned how to do a bear hang.  I learned 
how to go to the bathroom in the woods. 
Lauren Bonney 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
 One thing I will always remember at NYC is to always reach for the best.  Never 
stop going until you reach the top.  I also learned how to keep working and talking at the 
same time.  I’m not the best at it yet but I got better.  I’m more laid back.  I used to get 
very stressed out easily.  I will always remember the fun van rides when everybody sings 
to the radio.  On the very fist week we were playing a game and I tried to hide behind a 
log on the ground, so I did a belly flop to hide and I didn’t know that the whole crew was 
looking at me and everybody started laughing.  That was very embarrassing.  I will 
always remember the people I met and the experience I have done. 
Jessica Jones 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
 From now on I will always pick up random trash outside and call lunch a shotgun.  
I will also always remember all the things I’ve learned.  I will remember all the great 
times I had this year.  Especially the laughs we had and planet delirium which we all 
visited. 
Krista Junger 
 



 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Jeff Olson 
Week:  1 



Project Name:  Tincup Trail 
National Forest:  Siskiyou 
Ranger District:  Chetco 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 On Saturday the NYC crew leaders introduced themselves and introduced basic 
rules and safety.  Sunday our crew left at 10 and headed for the trail. We stopped at a gas 
station and at Ray’s supermarket at Gold Beach.  On the way to Tincup Trail we took a 
wrong turn and ended up hiking two miles up the wrong path when we came upon an 
uncrossable path.  We stayed at the local state park. 
Garret Miller 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 In our project, we were required to create a re-route through a landslide that 
destroyed the original trail.  So far we have reconnected the remaining part of the path to 
the other part with the re-route.  The remaining part is to make the rest of the trail look 
good. 
Garrett Miller 
 
Wednesday 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We started with a quaint and pleasant breakfast, then we hiked over the river to a 
trail which we returned to maintaining the same trail as on Tuesday. After getting all the 
trail reconstructed, we went on to cleaning up the rest of the already dug trail.  All in all it 
was a pretty fun day yet hard work. 
Zach Cook 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned what to do when people get lost.  We learned to work hard and not 
give up.  And when one person in a team doesn’t pull their own weight, the whole team 
gets hurt.  We learned that we have a job to do and we don’t stop even when we get off 
course. 
Justin Martin 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Packed up camp, started work, went back to camp after work and hiked to the 
van.  Organized gear and food, got in van. 
John D. Breneiser (JD) 



 
Session:  SCC-S2        BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Jeff Olson 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek 
National Forest:  Coos Bay 
Ranger District:  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Our crew met up with all the other crews at base camp on Saturday.  We split up 
to go on different trips.  The trips all included a store stop and time to call home.  Mail 
also came on Saturday.  And if someone had mail to send, Cole took that.  Saturday night 
crews had to do a show. I am still confused about what our show was about. Sunday we 
got packed up and went to our site.  
Justin Martin 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why?   
 Our project this week is slash piling to restore meadows for the BLM.  By 
restoring the meadows, we will be helping the ecosystem return to its’ natural balance.  
The white oak tree is very invasive.  The BLM came through and cut most of them down 
and cut them up.  We are piling them so BLM can burn them next winter. 
Garrett Miller 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew is piling slash in the Hunter Creek Meadows.  We made a few small 
plies at first but as we got the hang of it, they got bigger and bigger and now we’ve got 
big piles.  Our goal is to have more piles than yellow crew and to make huge piles!  For 
some reason Cole didn’t stay for dinner � .  We want the golden skillet. 
Wil Moorehouse 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned that if you work hard, really, really hard, you can clear out two full 
meadows in one week and have your crew leader cut more.  We impressed our contact so 
much this week.  We piled so much slash that the last day we had quality control because 
there was no more slash to pile.  
Wil Moorehouse 
 



Friday 
 
 We had ½ a day today.  It rained most of the day but lightened up when we went 
to the van.  Taking showers and doing laundry was a reward to us for doing good the 
entire week.  We ended up missing laundry the first week. 
Garrett Miller 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Jeff Olson 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek ACEC 
National Forest:  
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Blue crew rolled into the weekend site at 4:00 pm sharp on Friday.  We helped set 
up.  The whitewalls tent got blown over in the storm from the last couple days after.  
Then we exploded our trailer and started our chores.  After that we got free time but 
Garrett and I volunteered to make dinner.  I made some awesome cheesy Mac and Garrett 
made some spicy Jambalaya burritos.  Mmmmm.  We should have got the golden skillet. 
 On Saturday we woke up bright and early and ate “slash pile pancakes”, did 
chores.  At about ten we started our rec trips.  The trip I went on was to Humbug 
Mountain and the beach.  We chilled awhile at the beach and then we stared our hike up 
the mountain. It was about three miles and worth it.  When we got to the top it had an 
amazing view.  It was worth it.  On Sunday we got our specs and moved into our new 
camp for the week. 
Will Moorehouse 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are at New River ACEC and we are working for the BLM doing trail work 
and slash piling.  We found that it is very important to listen to the contact rather than 
another person that was not listening—so listen for your self to get things right. 
JD Breneiser 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Goals for this week is to be more on time.  In the past we have been late to a lot of 
things.  Work-wise, we need to brush the trails at new river and then slash pile the 
meadows.  We also need to get up in the morning and be ready to go to work on time.  
We also need to get along better.  We are slightly dysfunctional and, in my opinion, we 



need to respect Jeff more.  To accomplish these goals we all need to give an effort.  
That’s another goal.  Put more effort into everything. 
Justin Martin 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned that the old stories that Indians used to tell their kids 
when they did something wrong:  forgive them, shame them for humiliating their 
ancestors and a blind story about Mt. St. Helen and Mt. Bachelor and on other that was 
told to us by Tyler. 
Stephon Coplen 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We busted out two miles of trail, got 21 brush piles completed.  We learned how 
to not fight all the time and we’re getting along.  We now know how to tie knots really 
well thanks to Jeff, our SEED teacher and just as a crew we have progressed a lot as 
friends. 
Stephon Coplen 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Jeff Olson 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek ACEC 
National Forest:  BLM-Coos Bay 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we gathered back at Cape Blanco with all the other crews.  BLP 
came so it was a lot of fun.  It was good having new people to talk to.  On Saturday (like 
all Saturdays) everybody picked a trip to go on.  When everybody got back, parents 
showed up.  At dinner time Red crew served chicken, fruit salad, rolls, etc.  It was good.  
Then on Sunday everybody said good-bye for the week left.  Blue crew stayed through. 
Justin Martin 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week is the same thing we were doing last week in the same spot.  
Jeff and Carrie felled trees and barked them so we could open up the meadow.  We made 
quite a few slash piles today. 



Garrett Miller 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This weeks our goals are to work ourselves so had that after we are done with 
chores and SEED when hit the hay and just sleep and next day we are out before we even 
get close to doing dishes, and are already loaded in the van and buckled and all set to go 
work had and make our leader Jeff happy with how much we get done with at the end.  
We are so confident in our work we work as had as humanly possible just to show we put 
a lot of effort into everything we do. Another goal is to be energized and hydrated, full to 
the brim with food so we don’t waste anything.  Another goal is to get along with each 
other and work in peace without whining, slacking or getting hurt.  Another goal is to be 
as safe as possible, do a great safety circle, have positive attitude and deserve every dime 
we earn in our pay check; not to just stand around all day, but to make a difference in the 
outdoors and make it as wonderful hikers, animals, bugs and hardworking men and 
woman of this country so when somebody walks a trail or goes bird watching in the 
wonderful meadows and wildernesses NYC is top notch the best non-profit organization 
that everyone enjoys doing and seeing is believing for working of NYC is the best thing 
for us and it gives kids something to go out and do. 
Stephon Coplen 
 
Thursday 
 Week before last our crew was working in Hunter Creek Meadows and all week 
we busted out our work until Thursday rolled around and we had no work left.  We had 
literally worked our work away.  Then Tuesday night Cole rolled into camp and 
announced that Barry was so impressed with our work that he wanted us to go 
Wednesday and Thursday and clear even more slash at a different meadow.  It was a two 
hour drive in 30 minute hike and the same out.  Our crew worked so hard because it was 
on honor that Barry respectfully wanted Blue crew.  Yeeeeeeehaw! 
Wil Moorehouse 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 As a crew we met many challenges, such as overcoming communication 
dysfunctions that we had.  This was a huge accomplishment for us as a crew.  We also 
were giving the opportunity to go back up Hunter Creek and slash piles up there which 
was amazing.  All in all our crew dominated two whole projects in one week.  It has been 
a very progressive week for our crew. 
Zach Cook 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Jeff Olson 
Week: 5 



Project Name:  Clayhill Trail 
National Forest:  Siskiyou 
Ranger District:  Gold Beach 
 
Monday 
 So far we have put new tread down on a trail.  We need to  take the duff off the 
trail and cut top line.  Also on the narrower parts, we’re completely widening the tread so 
far we have completed a little over a mile! 
Zach Cook 
 
Tuesday 
 Ahhhh…  The wild and scenic Rogue…  We’ve witnessed Rogue deer, Rogue 
bear and Rogue rafters.  It was cloudy with slight drizzle but even so we busted out a 
mile and a half of trail maintenance on Clay Hill Trail today.  Our dinner by Nick and 
Marcus was awesome.  While we did chores, two different bears walked by on the other 
side of the river!  And while we ate dinner a raft went by with some people who ended up 
camping down river from us.  SEED was really interesting…’Good morning and I’m 
really looking forward to work tomorrow.  Sore muscles, feet and all…  Note by  
Wil Moorehouse 
 
Wednesday 
  
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We busted through 1 ¼ of trail and brushing.  We worked so hard.  Cutting out 
grass out of the trail; defining the trail and cutting top line.  By the end of the day we 
were so tired—every one of us.  We could barely walk down to our camp.  We busted out 
so much work. 
Marcus Cloutier 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned that putting hard work and effort can pay off.  We 
finish our project and had a strong euphoric sense of a goal accomplished.  It was very 
rewarding because the trail took our time sweat and blood for me personal—3.1 miles of 
my time, sweat, etc., but it taught us that we have a lot to offer. 
JD Breneiser 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today was the last day of the five-week session.  We headed back and did big 
clean.  We were in back country this week.  We worked on the Clayhill Trail.  It was a 
four and a third mile long trail going downhill.  In order to get out of the back country, 
we took the Rogue River trail.  That trail was six and four fifths miles—mostly flat.  It 
was a nice hike. 



Garrett Miller 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging moment at NYC was 7-16-07—Monday.  It was the most 
challenging for me because I had to hike down to the Rogue River to get water, then back 
up with the water and then back down with packs.  Total, I hiked 10 miles in one day.  
Garrett Miller 
 
My most challenging moment was when we hiked six to seven miles.  I don’t know how 
long it was but it was so hard. 
Nick Harty 
 
The most challenging day for me was day one hike up Vulcan’s Peak.  It was long, 
grueling and after doing that I can do anything. 
Wil Moorehouse 
 
Most challenging day…  hmmm…  I don’t know for sure, but that first Sunday was really 
hard; but I bet if I had to do it again now, I could do it and not be as worn out. 
Justin Martin 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first work day.  We worked nine hours and it 
was hard because I wasn’t used to working that hard. 
Marcus Cloutier 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the Monday of the last week because I hiked a 
total of ten miles and had to work a ten hour day. 
JD Breneiser 
 
One of my most challenging days at NYC would probably have to be the first day our 
crew worked on trail which was the second day of the first week.  Although it was the 
most challenging day, the outcome was ineffable! 
Zach Cook 
 
I think my most challenging day at NYC was the last day when we hiked out six miles 
from our back country site. 
Jordon Loew 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
  
My first favorite experience at NYC was fishing in the Rogue.  My second would have to 
be getting to know everyone on my crew and becoming friends with them all.  Finally my 
third would be relaxing on the weekends.   
Garrett Miller 
 



My first favorite is the weekends and my second would be my friends I met over this 
NYC experience.  My third would be fishing in the Rogue River.   
Nick Harty 
 
Working, hiking and hanging out. 
Wil Moorehouse 
 
Being treated like an adult, (not always easy), being away from home for so long, and 
getting so much stronger, mentally and physically.   
Justin Martin 
 
At NYC my favorite experiences were meeting all the new people and chilling with them.  
Another one was working hard so I could get in shape. 
Marcus Cloutier 
 
Hiking, fishing, backpacking and sleeping: 
Fishing on the Rogue 
Backpacking everywhere, 
Sleeping after it all… 
JD Breneiser 
 
I have many amazing experiences at NYC but my favorite three were probably the most 
important in creating personal growth.  My first favorite experience was the re-route 
project on the first week, next was going on the fourth of July to Port Orford to see 
fireworks.  Finally my last favorite experience would have to be our last project at 
Clayhill Trail, doing 4 ½ miles of trail work. 
Zach Cook 
 
I think one of my most amazing experiences at NYC was the last week when we 
shredded 4 ½ miles of trail. 
Jordan Loew 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
  
At NYC I learned how to work well with seven other people.  Also I learned will power 
and perseverance.  Finally I learned the surge of accomplishment. 
Garrett Miller 
 
I learned how to work hard and meet new people.  My third is to build trail. 
Nick Harty 
 
I’ve learned to build trail, make dank back country food and perseverance through things 
I don’t want to do. 
Wil Moorehouse 
 



I’ve learned how to work when I am exhausted beyond belief, how to do a lot of 
forest/camping things, etc.  I learned a lot. 
Justin Martin 
 
I learned to work hard, deal with what you got and some stuff you can do without. 
Marcus Cloutier 
 
During my experience I learned how to hear people out and be more understanding of 
people’s feelings.  And also I learned what I stand for as a person. 
Zach Cook 
 
I learned to use this time to reflect and think of ways to get along with people when I get 
back. 
JD Breneiser 
 
During this session I learned how to be more of a leader and motivate the crew. 
Jordan Loew 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
One think I will always remember is the sense of accomplishment from all the projects 
we completed.   
Garrett Miller 
 
One thing I will always remember is my hard work I did in five weeks and is my friends.  
Nick Harty 
 
I will always remember the work I did, where I did it, my crew, the wild animals and my 
crew leader, Jeff Olson.  Thank you, Jeff. 
Wil Moorehouse 
 
I will always remember what I have learned here and I will always remember these five 
weeks. 
Justin Martin 
 
I will always remember the hard work and getting into shape and meeting new people. 
Marcus Cloutier 
 
One thing I will never forget is just how hard work can evolve over time. 
Zach Cook 
 
One thing I will never forget is the bear trap. 
JD Breneiser 
 
One thing I will never forget is all the cool people I met during this session. 
Jordan Loew 



 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always look at myself and be able to say “I can do it!” 
Garrett Miller 
 
From now on I will always work hard and never stop working hard.   
Nick Harty 
 
I’m always going to use my head and work like a screamin’ demon. 
Wil Moorehouse 
 
I will always respect trails more, and I will never take TP for granted again.  Lol. 
Justin Martin 
 
I will always crave push ups and never think about smoking. 
Marcus Cloutier 
 
I will constantly look around me and deserve my surroundings so I can understand things 
better. 
Zach Cook 
 
I will try to think things through better. 
JD Breneiser 

 



 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Morgan Bender- deMoll 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Flores Lake 
National Forest:  Cape Blanco State Park 
Ranger District:  OPRD 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 The weekend was a great way to meet new people and get to know the team 
leaders before we were split up into groups.  Watching our new friends drive away and 
leave was hard, but we learned to love the team we were assigned to.  First day:  Orange 
crew’s first day was awesome!  We worked hard and finished a huge part of the trail we 
worked on.  The PMA was great!  We enjoyed singing and playing games to make the 
time fly by and take our minds off our aching feet!!  
Kayla Black 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 



 Today was a good day for orange crew.  We blew through a lot of trail and I feel 
that we all worked especially hard and we used teamwork to push through the trail. The 
day seemed to breeze by and eight hours felt like four.  I guess it’s because the orange 
crew can work hard and have fun at the same time.  I can’t wait until Friday, when we 
have a half day.  Talking about super heroes with Tyler was fun.  Amazingly he knows 
more about video games and comics than me. 
Dustin Reynolds 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 My crew’s goals for the week are to make up the extra hours for the missing crew 
member.  We have a little extra hours to make up, and our other goal is to be quicker in 
the morning so we can get everything done in 30 minutes and be in the van.  We also 
need to do chores faster so we can have more free time. 
Dustin Reynolds 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned a lot of stuff this week.  First and foremost is that this program 
is intense, demanding and very hard.  The rules and expectations set a bar most high 
school students are not used to having to reach.  Our crew is struggling with these 
expectations.  Which combined with the realities of living in close proximity with a 
bunch of 16-19 year-olds, and the drama that entails is making life pretty hard for us. 
 The second thing we learned was responsibility and discipline as the week 
progressed the crew got faster and faster in the mornings.  We also became heartier 
workers, us people started to see that when you actually get into it, work goes faster and 
is more enjoyable. 
 We will get faster when doing our chores.  We saw that these behaviors lead to 
more free time. The crew learned to better understand (or at least accept) the rules and 
why we should live by them. 
Alex Van Meter 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew worked extremely hard on a trail by an airport.  The trail 
started out looking really weathered and haggard, but by the time orange crew was done 
with it, it looked really beautiful.  We had a good time working and everything for the 
most part, but I think the heat and being sore had its’ effects on people after awhile and 
we started having trouble keeping up our PMAs.  We also had trouble working as hard as 
we did at the beginning of the week but we still did a great job.  Today, we finally got the 
showers and store stop that we had all been longing for, which was excellent.  I have 
never felt cleaner in my life.  When we got to the store, everybody loaded up on goodies 
and that was probably the highlight of my week.  Another challenge that our crew is 



facing right now though is that everybody is getting really homesick and sort of burnt out.  
Hopefully the weekend will revive our spirits and we’ll be ready for round two come 
Monday.  Other than that, things are good, especially around camp.  Our leaders are 
great, the food could be worse, and we have had really good weather.  So hopefully that 
will also help our spirits for the rest of the time we have here at NYC. 
Ryan Noble 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Morgan Bender-deMoll 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek 
National Forest:  Coos Bay BLM 
Ranger District:  Hunter Creek ACEC 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Orange crew busted out with the other crews while we played and hung out!  We 
split up and went to see the Oregon beaches with other NYC family members.  Taking 
showers and washing cloths was the best part I thought and seeing other people besides 
our usual nine was cool too.  Eating dinner is another thing I remember.  I enjoyed eating 
outside with forty other people and learning other ways to cook was fun too!  We lost 
another member this weekend, but we’re gonna bust it out this week! 
Kayla Black 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are in back country doing slash piling to help butterflies have a 
place to reproduce because they need open meadows to do that so basically we’re just 
taking logs from trees that have been cut down and putting them in a teepee constructed 
pile and then in the winter, they’re going to burn them.  I think I’m going to have fun 
doing this. 
Shawnyqua Mestaz 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Orange crew has a couple of big goals this week.  Our main goal is to come as 
close as we possibly can to making all of our hours.  This is a very tough goal 
considering that we are down to eight people.  This means that we have to get up and 
rush in the morning and bust out nine hour days and eight and a half hour days.  The heat 
and the long hours tend to get to people a little bit.  Our other big goal is to make as many 
slash piles as we possible can.  It is tough work but it cleans up the forest and makes it 



look really beautiful.  We can also feel a sense of pride when we look back on all the hard 
work that we have done. 
Ryan Noble 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Orange crew had a very hard day today.  We had to work in the freezing rain and 
we learned that NYC is serious about making its’ hours.  The work-day was called after a 
few hours.  Crew members started to show signs of hypothermia.  Despite this we got 
back to camp and found our stuff relatively dry.  We continued work for another thirty 
minutes.  The rest of the day the crew spent in their tents while the crew leaders took care 
of food needs. 
Alex Van Meter 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Probably our biggest obstacle this week was the rain.  The rain came down hard 
but we worked as hard as we could anyway.  We called it quits early on Thursday due to 
the rain, but it was sort of a good thing because we got to just hang out in our tents for 
four hours and our wonderful crew leader and our awesome rover brought us dinner in 
bed.  Today was a challenge because it continued to rain on our hike out of back country.  
The hard work paid off though, when we got our beloved store stop and we got to wash 
our disgusting wet clothing in town and the store had a Dairy Queen across the street that 
some of us went to and stuffed our faces.  Overall it was a long week but we made it 
through.  Hoping for good weather next week! 
Ryan Noble 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Morgan Bender- deMoll 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Hunter Creek ACEC 
National Forest:  Coos Bay BLM 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we all went to take a shower because we didn’t get one on Friday 
because Greg had to get his finger checked out because he hurt it.  Then after the shower 
we went to the beach with Tyler.  It was fun.  We played steal Tyler’s fish of course.  We 
still didn’t win.  He’s the best at playing that game.  All went back to camp and waited 
for parents because it was parent’s weekend.  Later that night we had a crew member 
leave that was sad but beside that we had a good weekend. 



Shawnyqua Mestaz 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Today is July 3rd.  I will dearly miss July 4th in Seattle.  However the holiday here 
will be greatly enjoyed with all my fellow crew members.  The Northwest Youth Corps 
experience is awesome.  I have a great crew leader.  His name is Morgan.  Morgan is a 
very intelligent individual.  His attributes include outdoor skills, survival skills, and 
people skills. 
 Other awesome people I have met at NYC include Greg Allen Hankins.  Greg 
likes to sing country, work hard, and yell random things that are funny, which gets me 
through the day.  Other amazing individuals are Kassi, Shawnyqua and Jubilee.  These 
individuals are high spirited and very nice.  I love NYC and I will be sad when I leave. 
Joseph Lee 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 As a crew, we would like to finish the field we are on and stay focused all the 
time.  Also we would like to be more positive as a team.  We tend to be not too positive 
as a team.  Also for the fields, we want to also make them look good.   
 When we get up in the morning, we have been trying to make it within 30 
minutes.  Joe got up this morning and was dressed within 3 minutes.  It was impressive. 
Jubilee Sharpe 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned that NYC is a tough program, some of us dealt with this in 
constructive manner, learning to team with the stress or working on orange crew some of 
us not so much. 
 Some of the crew has learned how to get along with the crew leaders and have 
found the motivation to work hard and maintain a good attitude while working; even in 
the blazing heat.  The rest of orange crew is struggling with the pressures of dealing with 
stresses out fatigued leaders, the drama the crew deals with and generates and the sheer 
point that we’re working 8.5 hour days. 
 The latter reaction has had too much conflict between crew and leadership, which 
only worsens the situation in our crew and created more stress. 
Alex Van Meter 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week. 
 This week our big challenge was to build as many slash piles as we could, but like 
last week.  Since it was hump week, our group tended to be a little more lazy than usual 



but we busted out some hard work and still go a lot of them done despite having lost yet 
another crew member in Kayla, which was sad.  The heat was also a challenge because 
we were walking up and down hills and lifting heavy logs while working in what was 
said to be one hundred degree weather.  That was very hard for the crew and it was very 
easy to get dehydrated but we made it though the week which was a big accomplishment.  
Making it through hump-week was a big accomplishment.  Also and hopefully our last 
two weeks will just be a nice downhill ride. 
Ryan Noble 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Morgan Bender- deMoll 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Blue Ridge Trail System 
National Forest:  Coos Bay BLM 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did today: 
 Today we worked on dirt bike trails and ATV trails.  We used cement blocks to 
build up the trails that were worn out.  We also made trenches so the water could drain 
off the track.  We moved logs to make the riders know where the trail was and to block 
them from using parts that weren’t part of the trail.  
Doug Chisholm 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week orange crew is working on trail maintenance.  We are working on trail 
maintenance.  Currently the crew is working on dirt bike trails, later we will move on to 
ATV trails. 
 The crew is working on building dip drains, clearing the drains that run off 
bridges and putting brush and logs in trails to deter their use by ATVs. 
 The crew is loving the fact that we’re front country this week.  The break from 
slash piling is very much appreciated by the crew.  The opportunity to work in small 
groups is a nice change from the massive group work of slash piling and working in the 
shade is nice. 
Alex Van Meter 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals this week are to get along.  We had a group discussion last night.  
Everyone discussed what their problems were and we are trying to make amends.  As a 
group though, we want to change our reputation as being the slacker group so we have 



been trying to work very hard.  We also want to knock off as much trail as possible—start 
from the beginning and work our way to the end in a decent amount of time doing a 
thorough job.  Today we did pretty well, I though, and our group knocked out a lot of 
trail.  That made our day go quicker.  Cole is here for dinner so we want to impress him. 
Jubilee Sharpe 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we have managed to learn how to maintain trail.  Cutting trenches and 
blocking off dirt bike made trails is so much better than walking around for eight hours 
picking up sticks.  Everyone now knows how to use hogs and McLeods.  We are trying to 
learn to become more responsible and independent and it has been shaving this week 
more than ever.  I hope that it will get better from here and there will be no more drama 
and everyone will cooperate with each other. 
Kassi Adams 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Some of the challenges for this week have been the bugs and the bites they gave 
us.  There has been a lot of drama in the group.  Another challenge for our group has 
been making too much dinner and then having to eat it all, which was kind of hard.  Some 
of the accomplishments this week were that we covered a lot of trail and we got a lot of 
work done.  Another accomplishment was that we got rid of a lot of the drama that was 
going on. 
Doug Chisholm 
 
Session:  SCC-S2        ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Morgan Bender-deMoll 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Humbug State Park Trail 
National Forest:  OPRD 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend NYC as usual went on rec trips.  Some people went to the beach, 
some to the lake and others did mystery.  After our rec trips we went back to the weekend 
site and hung out for awhile.  Orange crew made dinner on Saturday.  We made lasagna 
and fruit salad.  It was pretty good.  Then we did our usual Saturday circle.  On Saturday 
everyone left for their sites.  We stayed here and just chilled, had a store stop and hosted 
Cole for dinner.  We had turkey lasagna and fruit salad.  Overall it was a good weekend. 
Jubilee Sharpe 



 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are building trail up on Humbug Mountain to make it nice for the public.  So 
far we did like two miles almost and had fun at it.  While we were working we sang 
songs, played games and told stories to our fellow crew members.  We have a lot of fun 
with our crew members and we’ve almost made it through the session. 
Greg Hankins 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our crew wants to finish off strong since this is our last week.  We 
want to take out as much trail as we can before Friday.  I think our biggest priority is just 
to get along for the last couple of days.  Everyone seems to be bottling down.  Everyone 
is excited to see their families so the week is going by pretty fast. 
Jubilee Sharpe 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew has learned many characteristics.  Characteristics such as 
hard work, discipline, responsibility and working well with others…  Orange crew is the 
definition of these characteristic, however this was not always the case.  During the first 
couple of weeks orange crew did not perform so well, but corps members who step up 
such as Kassi Adams and Ryan Noble help the crew perform to tip top shape. 
Joe Lee 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we hiked up Humbug Mountain everyday for work and back down two 
and a half miles to get back to the van and even though it was painful we all pushed 
through it carrying all of our tools, water and some food.  We most definitely came 
together as a crew a lot more instead of eight individuals.  We jump on in ASAP.  We 
don’t mess around because we got more rock than all the other crews put together. 
Unsigned (Jubilee Sharpe?) 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
I learned that even if you’re from a different background, you can still be good friends 
and have good times together. 
Jubilee Sharpe 
 
I will always step up and be more responsible. 



Shawnyqua Mestaz 
 
I will always have more respect for my mom because I realize how hard it is to live with 
someone whom you have to take care of and I will take a lot more responsibilities an 
around the house. 
Kassi Adams 
 
Do my best at everything I do. 
Greg Hankins 
 
I will always remember to do my chores well and when and where I can will be an 
amiable person. 
Alex Van Meter  
 
Do a lot of good deeds for my friends and family. 
Doug Chisholm 
 
From now on I will always be AMERICAN. 
Joe Lee 
 
From now on I will always be thankful for what I have and not take anything for granted.  
I will also help people without expecting a reward. 
Ryan Noble 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
The first day was definitely the hardest because I wasn’t used to having so much self 
discipline and trying to push myself so hard, but after that it started getting easier. 
Kassi Adams 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the first day and the crew was just getting to know 
each other. 
Greg Hankins 
 
My most challenging day was the day I was sick.  I felt like the world was out to get me 
and I did nothing to deserve it but I made it through all right. 
Jubilee Sharpe 
 
The last day because everybody was so happy and I was really frustrated.   
Shawnyqua Mestaz 
 
100° F heat but I did it. 
Joseph Lee 
 
My most challenging day was the day that I first worked with Leah, a rover.  Learning to 
work with her was challenging, but a great experience. 



Alex Van Meter 
 
My most challenging day was hiking up Humbug Mountain sore from the last few days.  
It was tuff but I did it. 
Doug Chisholm 
 
My most challenging day was when Dustin left because he was becoming a good friend 
to me. 
Ryan Noble 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
It NYC I learned how to use new tools and how to be a hard worker, not just at work but 
at camp also.   
Doug Chisholm 
 
How to work hard and not quit no matter what.  How to put up with anyone and how to 
live under constant supervision and make the best of it and enjoy it. 
Alex Van Meter 
 
How to use tools!! and to try to work in a team… 
Shawnyqua Mestaz 
 
I learned that a team is the strongest thing ever especially to build your inner strength. 
Joseph Lee 
 
At NYC I learned that I can be a good leader and that I can work extremely hard. 
Ryan Noble 
 
I learned that with a little time, desire and effort, I can do anything. 
Kassi Adams 
 
Better communication skills. 
Greg Hankins 
 
I learned at NYC that working hard builds character and it helps to make you 
independent.  Also it helps to have PMA because it gets you through the day. 
Jubilee Sharpe 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
There were a lot of great memories here at NYC but there are a few that stand out more 
than others.  My first probably has to be working with certain people, especially Joe and 
Kassi because for the most part I could talk to them about anything.  My second probably 
would have to be receiving long awaited store stops.  My third is probably showers 
because when I stink they are great. 



Ryan Noble 
 
Learning the meaning of showers.  I will never take them for granted again.  When you 
stink that bad, you know your hygiene died. 
Kassi Adams 
 
Making new friends, SEED and have fun and work. 
Greg Hankins 
 
My three most favorite experiences were to have friends here to laugh with because when 
I first came here I did not think that I would have friends I could relate to.  Also I learned 
to be independent and to push myself. 
Jubilee Sharpe 
 
Sleeping, eating, playing with friends. 
Shawnyqua Mestaz 
 
Work, weekend trips and chillin’… 
Joe Lee 
 
Sleeping, rec trips, eating, having good times… 
Doug Chisholm 
 
The first shower after a week of clearing brush in hot weather.  The final steak dinner and 
getting front country and Tyler James Ferrell Stark as our rover in the final week. 
Alex Van Meter 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
The feeling that I could do anything that I get when I finished. 
Alex Van Meter 
 
Working hard for no reason… 
Shawnyqua Mestaz 
 
Working in the wilderness and finding out about myself and finding discipline… 
Joseph Lee 
 
That what you see on the outside isn’t necessarily what you get on the inside. 
Jubilee Sharpe 
 
I will always remember Gregory Allen Hankins.  He is a great man and very funny. 
Doug Chisholm 
 
…is watching everyone have so much PMA non-stop even when you are doing the worst 
jobs ever!   



Kassi Adams 
 
…is everyone on the orange crew… 
Greg Hankins 
 
I will always remember the general experience at NYC and the friends I made. 
Ryan Noble 

 

 


