
 
 
 
 
Dear All, 
 
It is said that a small group of determined people can change the world. For five weeks 
this summer you were part of that group. From pulling weeds on top of a mountain, to 
restoring riparian areas in river valleys, you made a difference. Each swing of the hazel 
and each drop of sweat off your brow and into the soil made the world a better place. I 
hope that each member of the red, blue, yellow, and orange crews realize what a 
wonderful place this world is, and how you have and can still make a difference. 
 
I hope each one of you arrived back into the “real world” with a feeling of 
accomplishment and wonder. You spent five weeks of you life braving the forest, the 
desert, the heat and cold of the outdoors, with your home each night the stars above. The 
five weeks at NYC this past summer is an experience that nobody can understand, or 
even comprehend; it is something alone for you to cherish and remember. 
 
When you look back I hope you see the times we laughed, the smell of pine and 
sagebrush, the early morning chill and the dazzling sunsets. And Remember: If You’re 
Gonna Die, Die with Your Boots On!!!   
  

 
 
Tom Helmer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Liz Greco 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Bend—Fort Rock Weeds 
National Forest: Deschutes NF 
Ranger District:  Bend/Fort Rock RD  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Here in the trees is where I feel it is easiest to be yourself.  Not a hippie.  Not a 
Rocker.  Not a loser or a prep, but your absolute self…  I have already heard stereotypes 
fly across the van, but we have entered the place that we were built for.  Just how we 
are…  We’re not surrounded by media or parents who try to mold us into congruent little 
figurines but by a beautiful landscape is wonderful.  People who can be free if they 
choose to be… 



Cecelia Curiel 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Among friends we work for a common goal.  We all treat the same path but at our 
own pace.  We may excel at one part of the trail while we banter at one another but our 
bond to each other will help us to persevere over any obstacle or challenges we will face 
together. 
SK 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we did very little weed picking.  Instead we had a very long ride to our 
new camp site.  It was a fun 2 hours to get to know each other more.  We talked about 
just about everything from our favorite video game to family members.  I think we had an 
awesome day.  How about you? 
Unsigned 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 I think we all have sacrificed a lot to the group but we can do it.  We should try 
our best on all the challenges.  I’m so happy we are working as a team; not like games at 
each other.  Some times some of those it would not work so hard but it’s a good thing for 
all of us.  We can do it but do not give up on us.  We are best at the work but it might be 
hard to stick with it. 
Unsigned 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today was an actual full workday.  It was the first day that we didn’t do any 
driving to different worksites.  We were in the sun all day long and it was unbelievably 
hot.  We tackled the whole field out in front of our camp.  There is no shade anywhere so 
everyone was really hot and irritable.  There was only shade for about three minutes even 
after we made a sacrifice of hair to the sun god.  We finally came up with a crew count 
off today (Thanks to Morgan).  All in all, today turned out to be a pretty good day… 
Unsigned 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Liz Greco 
Week: 2 



Project Name:  Farmwell Trail Maintenance 
National Forest: Fremont/Winema 
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
Today we fixed up trail.  We all did a great job at it.  The weather was just perfect.  We 
even had a small rain shower which lasted about five minutes.  The trail had a great view 
of a valley and some dead trees.  We covered 1,500 feet of trail, on which you can now 
proudly look back and be proud of how good it looks and that we did it.  Everyone 
worked hard.  Great job!!! 
Sasha Lindsey 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Ever since little Johnny Walker was a small boy he had sustained a bad habit 
regarding fire.  He always flipped his lighter inventing miniature pyrotechnics all around 
him.  His granny had told him (literally) 1,000 times that he was going to perish in a 
flaming fire of his own creation.  His first session at NYC was at the sweet age of 16…  
He loved working, he loved yellow tops, but he still loved his little lighter more.  His 
crew leader had warned, told and even confiscated in order to halt his dangerous habit.  
One blazingly hot day whilst hacking away at brush, Johnny began idly flipping his 
lighter around…  In the blink of an eye the forest erupted into a fiery effigy of falling 
trees and splintering wood.  Johnny ran like he never had before.  He knew his granny 
was right, he knew that he would truly fall to his flaming concoction.  The fire crept 
closer and closer upon Johnny’s spirit but Johnny saw the read and knew if he could get 
to the read, he was safe.  As the fire singed his blue work-shirt, he leapt out of the brush 
and into the read.  Thanking his grandma for warning him against fire and teaching him 
how to survive in the age of one, he lifted himself off the ground.  “BEEEEEEEEEP!” 
roared the sound as Johnny’s life flashed before his eyes…  Suddenly realizing his 
grandmother had neglected to ingrain other, more basic rules of safety in him. 
Morgan Conlin 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 In the heat and tension of learning a new skill, there was a lot of frustration flung 
around our bump line.  Some people were hurt, others tormented with the thought that 
they may have hurt someone else, but entangled in all this emotion, something beautiful 
was produced and I’m not just talking about the magnificent trail.  We threw all our seat 
energy into the past three days but the strength and knowledge we gained from it. 
Cecilia Curiel 
 
Thursday 



 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 Today started with safety circle.  We then moved on to a very long drive to our 
work site.  The work was not very hard, but we had a hike.  We then went to our next 
project.  We brushed about a half-mile of trail in an hour and a half.  We had a fun day 
and we were very hydrated towards the end.  Morgan!  GORP could also stand for Green 
Orangutan Raisin Patrol.  I am very excited for dinner because there are lots of vegetables 
in the salad.  There are also peaches. 
Jennifer Horste 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Up at 5:30 a.m., packing our tents…   We pack the trailer (One of or community 
events) and tie it down, then partake in cold blueberry pancakes; then we were off to trim 
the trees and bring life back.  Then we ended our work day by hopping in the NYC van.  
As we drive away from the past week, rocking to Reading Rainbow to Aqua (the Barbie 
Song) to Intergalactic by the Beastie Boys.  Making ridiculous quotes like “Stick 
around”, to yelling at the top of our, random flagging things like Yell something—
anything.  Yea, those are the times that make this time at NYC the best times of our lives. 
Erik Larson 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Liz Greco 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  3 Creek Fuels 
National Forest: Fremont/Wenema 
Ranger District:  Chemult RD  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we are starting to set up camp for the week.  It is pretty dusty where we are 
and it is nice.  I saw some cows. They look like they were in a race to get some water.  I 
thought it was sweet because they were the ICONS of yellow group.  We are going to 
have lots of fun this week.  It is going to be so cool to me. 
Unsigned 
 
 Once upon a time, there was a very lonely ice cream cone by the name of Hugo. 
 “I just feel like there is a part of me missing, like I’ve got this huge hole in me 
meant to be filled with something creamy and delicious.”  Hugo told his many therapists 
who would in turn tell him that he was crazy and such a thing was unheard of.  They 
would then go on to suggest he spend some time in a lovely white jacket where you could 
constantly give hugs to yourself.  Hugo didn’t like this so he set out on his find-
something-creamy-and delicious-to–fill-my-gaping-hole journey. 



 Before he found his true soul mate, he discovered many things he was not meant 
to be with:  Large, angry cats, bologna, rotten toe nail clippings and many more. 
 Soon Hugo found himself losing hope and his goal became convoluted.  Then 
something amazing happened.  While taking out the trash on a stormy day, he spotted an 
unusual figure across the street at eye contact.  The clouds separated and the sun shown.  
As Yolanda, the vanilla ice cream scoop, who had actually lived across the street since 
Hugo’s birth, jumped into Hugo’s cone, he saw purposes to his life for once, as if he 
could see clearly now that the rain was gone. 
Maddy Nielson 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Today we woke up on a cold morning.  Our first task was to cut down baby trees 
for the reason our sponsor didn’t want trees on the field.  The second task today was 
slash-piling which was very fun.  Then the highlight of the day to me was the first step to 
making a fence cutting the notches in the fence post.  I think dinner is going to be cool 
because it’s lasagna.  Oh yeah, I got my stitch out.  It felt weird and hurt a little. 
Unsigned 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Are you a man of peace or a man at holy war?  Too many sides too.  You don’t 
know which anymore.  So many full of life but also filled with pain…  Don’t know just 
how many will live to breathe again.  A life that’s made to breathe destruction or 
defiance...  A mind that’s vain corruption, bad or good intent…  A wolf in sheep’s 
clothing on saintly or sinner or some that would believe a holy war winner.  They fired 
off many shots and many paring blows, their actions beyond a reasoning only God would 
know.  And as he lies in Heaven or it could be in Hell, I feel he’s somewhere here 
looking from below, but I don’t know, I don’t know. 
Unsigned 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 There is no place I would rather be than here doing what I’m doing right now.  
Beauty exists all around us.  The trees, that stand so valiantly soaked with the knowledge 
of 100s of years past.  The animals that soon gamble through this massive landscape of 
life…  The things we learn about ourselves, about the world and all of this gained 
through our own sweat and determination.  What could be more rewarding than being 
here doing what we are all doing right now? 
Unsigned 
 
Friday 
 



Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Once upon a dreadfully hot and stuffy day, a particular yellow crew powered 
through a ten hour drive to the “Oh so lovely” town of Leavenworth.  Our day, although 
working, brought us together at our comfort zones.  Thanks to assigned seats and a 
beautiful variety of personalities.  Ten hour drives could be a lot worse. 
Unsigned 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Liz Greco 
Week: 4 
Project Name:   
National Forest:  
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 It’s snowing outside.  The rumbling sound of engines roar in the night…  The 
mission is clear.  The covedent men are waiting to drop from the sky.  The blizzard goes 
on but still they must fly.  NO one should go where eagles dare.  Bavarian Alps that lay 
all around the secret stand point below. 
Unsigned  
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
Dear Mom, 
I’ve been having a lot of.  Today we maintained the trail by cutting the sides of the trail.  
We came to a problem in the trail so we looked for a ton of rocks to rebuild the trail. 
Unsigned 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
Our goal was trail maintenance.  We had to make sure there were no branches hanging 
over trail, and no bushes were in the path.  We also make sure there were no stubs 
sticking out so people would trip on them.  It was awesome!!! 
Sasha Lindsey 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
No entry. 
 
Friday 



 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
No entry. 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Rudy Romaine 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Frosty Pass Trail 
National Forest: Wenatchee NF 
Ranger District:  Region VI Wenatchee/Leavenworth 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today I saw a bees nest.  We did a lot beauty in the world.  It was fun.  We are 
almost done.  It seems like yesterday we were starting first day.  It goes by fast.  
Niko Kleint 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Once I was walking down the street and I saw a young chap named “Rock Man.”  
He was very sad.  I asked him why he was sad and he said, “I am very sad because I have 
no rocks.”  I said, “We here at NYC have plenty of rocks.  You may have some.”  He was 
so excited that he did several somersaults.  I said, “Just kidding.” And I ran away.  He 
became sad again, especially since he did several somersaults in public. 
Jennifer Horste 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 It’s hump day!  The days are going by so fast!  We have one and a half days left.  
I have been counting down every day until the graduation.  I’m pretty sure I’m gonna cry 
and miss all the cool new friends I have made during the five weeks of fun (blisters, 
bruises, scratches, muscle, mosquitoes).  Well, today we worked on a river.  We got to 
roll big rocks and have our lunch break at a very beautiful space.  I will remember these 
days forever. 
 I �  YELLOW CREW!! 
Sasha Lindsey � �

  
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 



 Today we hiked a long time.  It took most of the day.  I think it was a nice 
challenge.  I defeated the mountain.  After the hike we did some changes to the trail.  We 
made a re-route.  I think it was fun.  I will miss this place a lot. 
Curtis Beeching 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We head out of the woods today.  It was the most fun I had this week.  I fell on 
the saw.  It hurt my knees.  Was not funny…  Now we are going to NYC quarters for big 
clean.  No more work for the summer.  It’s over until next summer.  The end. 
Niko Kleint  

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
My three favorite experiences were hiking to Goat Lake, my first weekend site and my 
second week project. 
 
Erik Larson 

1. Hiking 
2. Van rides 
3. Working 

 
Jordan Loew 

1. Work projects 
2. Hiking 
3. Van rides 

 
 
Erik Larson 

1. Working 
2. Store stops 
3. Rec trips 

 
Morgan Conlin 

1. hiking 
2. Sleeping 
3. Eating 

 
Curtis Beeching 

1. Rec trips 
2. Sleeping 
3. Van rides 

 
Madison Nielson 

1. Backcountry 



2. Leavenworth rec trip (Aplets and Cotlets factory) 
3. Being a swamper 

 
Unsigned 

1. Hiking 
2. Sleeping 
3. Have fun. 

 
Niko Kleint 

1. Backcountry 
2. Beauty 
3. People 

 
Cecilia Curiel 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
…when we hiked up a huge hill for absolutely no reason for work and I was leader of the 
day, by myself.  The whole day was crazy. 
Jennifer Horste 
 
…the ten-mile Nature hike after a nine hour day of work. 
Morgan Conlin 
 
The first Thursday of the session was my first real day of intense hard work. 
Erik Larson 
 
 
 
…the five-mile hike in with a huge bag on my back.  Going uphill and five miles out 
downhill (in the snow.) 
Sasha Lindsey 
 
…five mile hike on the last work week. 
Jordan Loew 
 
Mine was actually the last week. 
Curtis Beeching 
 
The backcountry hike. 
Madison Nielson 
 
…hiking in backcountry.  I cried a little and they were the best tears my tear ducts have 
ever produced. 
Cecilia Curiel 
 



 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
On Wednesday of the fourth week we went on a hike to see a waterfall that was very 
difficult but also rewarding. 
Madison Nielson 
 
On the first week we had a wicked sweet water fight. 
Erik Larson 
 
The fun I had, the sites I saw, the friends I made and the good I did for others. 
Sasha Lindsey 
 
All the beautiful places we went. 
Jordan Loew 
 
…getting married to Rudi via Banana slug. 
Morgan Conlin 
 
…water fight the first week. 
Curtis Beeching 
 
Don’t judge a book by its’ cover! 
Jennifer Horste 
 
Live life to the fullest because there are so many things to live through  
Cecilia Curiel 
 
 
Live with teens I did not know… 
Niko Kleint 
 

 
FROM NOW ON IWILL ALWAYS: 
 
…drink water without touching the top.   
Morgan Conlin 
 
…dig a cat hole when using the “restroom” in the woods. 
Cecilia Curiel 
 
…work with intensity and with focus to do the job right the first time. 
Erik Larson 
 
…use my frontal lobe! 
Sasha Lindsey 



 
…respect the outdoors more. 
Jordan Loew 
 
…think about my actions before I do them. 
Madison Nielson 
 
Rudi-Rudi-Rudi 
Curtis Beeching 
 
Be outside responsibly. 
Jennifer Horste 
 
…learn how to sing in the woods. 
Niko Kleint 

 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
I learned how to work better in a group. 
Jordan Loew 
 
…how to work as a team, how to use different tools, and more about the environment… 
Sasha Lindsey 
 
…to work harder… 
Morgan Conlin 
 
…my style of leadership. 
Jennifer Horste 
 
Working 
Curtis Beeching 
 
What I can do to help the Earth… 
Madison Nielson 
 
That I have the ability to do a full days’ work… 
Erik Larson 
 
How to be myself… 
Cecilia Curiel 
 
Working as a team… 
Niko Kleint 
 

 



 

 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Kat Mullins 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  High Divide Trail 
National Forest: Umpqua 
Ranger District:  N. Umpqua 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
This weekend was orientation.  At orientation we did a test, set up tents and learned rules 
about working.  Then we found out who our rovers and leaders were packed up and left.  
The ride to our site, The Umpqua National Forest, was quite a long but cool.  When we 
got to the campsite, we set up camp and did the daily duties.  For dinner we ate burgers, 
mashed potatoes and salad.  After dinner we had SEED and the SEED war, then wants 
and needs.  That was the weekend.   
Blake Phetteplace 
 
Tuesday 
 



Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week is pretty sweet.  We get to dig trail like madmen and 
women and see some really amazing views.  We are in the beautiful Umpqua National 
Forest and there are some pretty amazing sunsets at camp.  I think that everybody’s 
having a good time and that this is going to be a fantabulous crew. 
Neil Sullivan 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Blue crew got an awesome project for the first week in which brushing and trail 
maintenance are involved.  Led by their fearless crew leader, Kat, and inspired by both 
their rovers, Rudi and Fox, and the “oh so envied” Derek Gast, blue crew has a few goals 
for the week.  Goal number one is to complete as much of the trail as possible and, so far 
it is going good.  Goal number two is to get to know each other as well as possible. 
Lock & Load! 
Derek Gast 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
This week blue crew mastered the art of teamwork and keeping up the PMA (Positive 
Mental Attitude).  The “oh so admired”, Derek Gast has very well been a role model for 
not only me, but several others on the crew.  This week blue crew has been in a good 
mood, but are still getting to know each other.  Things are looking good in the future for 
blue crew.  ROCK THE KASBAH! 
JD  (John Breneiser) 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week was sublime in my opinion.  It was challenging mentally and 
physically.  Our crew actually lost two members.  They left on their own accord which I 
guess is better than getting fired in my opinion.  I think they just did not want to work 
anymore. 
 Our project was mostly trails but it was still not easy.  It was pretty hot and not 
much shade.  Regardless of our members quitting and the working we had an awesome 
camp, our camp was at about 5,000 feet at the Umpqua National Forest.  We had a 
wooden shelter (even though we still set up our tents.)  We had an out house and the 
sunset was red to blue—it was extraordinary.  We even had water.  We used all of our 
food, but we always ate will.  All in all, the experience was worthwhile. 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Kat Mullins 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Three Creek Fuels 
National Forest: Fremont/Winema 
Ranger District:  Chemult 
 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Our crew did a number of things like JD, Kelso, Derek and I went with Rudi to 
Bend and we went to a park.  We were there for at least nine hours.  We had a whole 
eleven people there.  Not all of us swam.  Some sat in the park.  Six of us make an 
amazing Chipmunk trap that did not work.  We got back and all of us ate dinner, did 
chores, hung out with friends and made some new ones. 
Camryn Keen 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are in the very cold Fremont National Forest near Chemult.  We are slash-
piling or “stick piling” as was call it.  The reason we are doing this is to protect the 
meadow from the Lodge Pole Pines that are slowly creeping in because of the very long 
drought that area is experiencing. 
Neil Sullivan 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Blue crew’s goals for the week are to Rock the Kasbah and blow our contacts 
mind and so far blue crew has more than exceeded our contact’s expectations and 
although the work is not extremely difficult or hard, the crew was more that overly 
excited about something different (fence work).  After several hours and then days of 
slash piling a little bit of hootin’ and hollerin’ along with a secret wedding and Derek’s 
striking good looks, we all learned how to make it through the most boring of work. 
Derek Gast 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 Blue crew has learned several different things this week.  This includes how to 
freeze little fish in an accident.  Also this week we learned how to build jack-leg fences.  
Yet again blue crew rocked the world with their fence building skills.  We learned how to 
slash-pile also.  Some non-work related things we learned this week also include how to 
get along with people we, at first, didn’t like and then became homies with.  So keep 
doin’ whatever floats your boat or woolies your mammoth. 
Derek Gast and Heath Grimes 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Week two of NYC, the blue butterflies slash-piled most of the time.  I, for one, 
dislike slash-piling and I think the rest of the crew does too, but we actually did a very 
good job covering a total of about six acres…  Then after slash-piling, we went to start 
building fences.  On Friday we had to redirect a hose from a spring to tub for crews to 
drink out of.  After we finished work, our contacts, Jane and Terry bought us cake!  They 
were great contacts. 
 Other event of the week:  The funeral and subsequent resurrection of RJ, bus 
breaking so we had to walk to work.  FROZEN FISH in the five gallon and discovering 
that we are next door neighbors to nine mountain den. 
Despite slash-piling (yuck) it was a really ridiculously fun week…  I hope next week we 
get a more fun project and have as much or more fun than this week. 
Michael Kelso Atkinson 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Meow Mullins 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Twisp River Trail 
National Forest: Okanogan 
Ranger District:  Methow Valley 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 We have seen the top of the Pushesh and it has led us to believe that this is a good 
place to camp.  So YEAH the condor has landed, but the egg fell out of the nest.  
Tomorrow we shall wake up early and join it to the side and save the crispy baby from 
the burning building, our campsite, in other words.  
JD Breneiser 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we’re re-routing the Twisp River Trail in the Okanogan National 
Forest (I worked here last year too.).  Today, for me at least, was really rather boring just 
because it’s Monday maybe.  But we’ve already got a good start on the trail and even got 
to meet LKM (“Little Kaboda Man”) who really isn’t that little.  Our campsite is next to a 
river and we have lots of deer to keep us company. 
Kelso (Michael Atkinson) 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Blue crew has several goals for the week.  Now before I start on that I would like 
to say that Derik, Neil and Kelso managed to end the hump day of the hump week by 
hiking out a 300 lb. rock named after our amazing fearless crew leader, Kat.  Now some 
of blue crew’s goals for the week include busting out as much good trail as we can and 
completing our project.  Of course, blue crew wants to complete all of our hours, but all 
that matters for us is that we don’t get lung cancer from the nearby forest fires.  Although 
we learned what to do if we are encountered by a fire or a herd of rhinoceros, or even a 
man riding a pink elephant, we are safe.  But all fear the alarm clock stealing chipmunks 
and the rogue deer.  We also learned that Fox is a hippie. 
Derek Gast       Fox � s trees and flowers and  
        butterflies and, of course,  
        PEACE.�
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 Our crew has learned a lot this week.  One thing that our crew learned is that trail 
dug by a Kabota is not very good and could possibly take longer to dig than normal 
trail…  Another thing that we learned is that our crew has a fetish for finding stuff on the 
worksite and naming them after our rovers and our crew leader.  I think Kat is going to 
keep that rock her whole life. 
Neil Sullivan 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 
  
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week blue crew dug trail.  We had an awesome campsite right by the river.  
We had a toilet and there were deer all around.  It was cool.  The trail was a little difficult 
because there were so many rocks and lots of ocean spray, which is a very durable plant.  
The trail we did was first dug by a Kabota.  Then we went through and made the top line, 
cut bank, defined the tread and knocked out trail before the Kabota only started the trail.  
The Kabota was a small, orange and little man named Garry.  For trail work, it was all 
right.  Blue crew rocked it. 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Meow Mullins 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Snow Lakes Trail Restoration 
National Forest: Okanogan/Wenatchee 
Ranger District:  Wenatchee River 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Blue crew dominated the annual NYC talent show with a crew activity which 
included the singing of “Afternoon Delight”, a juggling act and some amazing one and 
two handed Rubix cube solution!  Other than the talent show, the weekend was filled 
with some mingling with civilians in the town of Leavenworth, WA; some swimming, 
lots of cool stores and for some there was even love and dating (cough, cough, Fox and 
Rudi).  With another display of amazingness, coolness and great looks, Derek was the 
self proclaimed all around best guy in Leavenworth over the weekend. 
Derek Gast  
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
This week we are on a very populated trail.  We are camped on one of the coolest forest 
islands ever.  The trail is the Alpine Lakes Loop.  So far we have cleared corridors so the 
trail could be wider.  We re-routed the trail around a granite boulder by a retaining rock 



wall.  We saw a group of rock climbers scale a HUGE flat face called Outer Space.  We 
cheered them on at spots.  We finished the rock wall in two days and all of the hikers who 
passed thanked us for all our hard work. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Blue crew went backcountry.  We hiked in two miles up switchbacks in the 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest.  We built trail, lopped and cleared trail.  The food 
was nasty and there were a lot of Shaft-witches.  All in all, the week was cool. 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 This week blue crew learned that teamwork is very important, especially when 
dealing with large rocks.  Also I (Heath) learned that bagels are very dry and quite 
disgusting when eaten with water.  Today we split into two different groups.  Mine 
included Ben, JD, Neil, Kelso and myself.  We learned how to make a bomb diggity 
latrine. So all in all, I’ve got to say today was a good day. 
Heath Grimes 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Hiked in two miles up and found our campsite which was an island and set up 
camp, lopped and built a retaining wall.  Likely back out Friday, after lopping for four 
hours...  Went to a laundry mat and did a store stop where they would not give us our 
money back for tax. 
Unsigned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       BLUE 
Crew Color:  Blue 
Crew Leader:  Kat Mullins 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Wenatchee 
National Forest: Wenatchee 
Ranger District:  Wenatchee River 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Blue crew, as always, rocked the weekend site and would have won the Olympics 
had they not been cancelled.  Although it was not the best weekend site ever, there was 
plenty of laughs.  Some of the laughs were because of super borderline outfits and 
makeovers and others were over some goofy love letters to strangers.  Though it was our 
last official weekend site and some of our last rec trips and it was, to some, a sad 
goodbye.  I feel that most of us are glad knowing that Saturday Circles are over.  Yippee! 
Derek Gast 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project is cutting putting together buck and pole fences that red crew so 
hastily put together.  Unfortunately we ran out of nails so we couldn’t finish the fence 
and started working on a trail for wheelchairs.  We’re in the Wenatchee National Forest 
and we are routing the fence to repair the riparian zone around the river. 
Neil Sullivan 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Blue crew’s goals for the week are to make it out of the last week alive.  Another 
goal is to not get hurt which is, so far, going well except for a few close calls with wheel 
barrows and hammers.  The biggest goal blue crew has this week is to just chill and kick 
back when appropriate and to make this week the best we can.  Ain’t no holla back 
gurls…  So far the anxiety of the end of session is getting to a few and some are having 
trouble controlling them selves.  Even still the sound of nature and pesky chipmunks 
eating our shotgun bag, plus cool fighter jets almost clipping the tops of trees keep us all 



in a good mood with high spirits.  Blue crew has already surpassed their expected work 
for the week and is moving on to bigger and better things (hopefully) than ADA Trail and 
Buck ‘n pole fences.  Halla. 
Derek Gast and Kelso (Michael Atkinson) 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 Blue crew learned that building buck and pole fences goes a lot faster when you 
have nails to build them with.  Also Xavier and Kelso can fill ten bags with pumice and 
tie them in six minutes and ten seconds.  Holla!  We also learned how to make check 
dams.  I have got to say that so far this is the best week so far. 
Heath Grimes and Kelso (Michael Atkinson) 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This Friday we worked really hard.  I mean we were pouring sweat.  I think I even 
pulled a muscle.  The day seemed so long, I thought we were going to cook under the 
scorching sun.  Our feet were raw and blistering, our hands were aching in agony and our 
gloves were shredded.  I am surprised we made it out alive.  So, forget NYC.  I will never 
come back and never recommend it to anyone ever again.  Just kidding—it wasn’t bad at 
all, in fact it was awesome.  Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha.  I am happy to go home 
though; very, very, very happy.  So peace out and good luck.  Hope NYC gets what they 
deserve. 
SO GOOD LUCK! 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when I had to hike up a huge ridge after a hard 
day’s work.   
Neil Sullivan 
 
My most challenging day of NYC was the first Wednesday because it was hard to adjust 
to the new folks on my crew and realize I wasn’t even close to being done. 
Derek Gast 
 
My most challenging moment was the first day of backcountry because I had really bad 
diarrhea and we were hiking up a two mile hike.   
Blake Phetteplace 
 



My most challenging day at NYC was Sunday of the fourth week because I had never 
before been hiking/backpacking and two miles up a steep grade with a lot of switchbacks 
was extremely challenging for me. 
Heath Grimes 
 
In the first week, Friday, long hikes and working in the sun because I was in bad shape 
for such hard work.   
Kelso  (Michael Atkinson) 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when I talked to my mom and she told me my dog 
died.  I wanted to quit and I didn’t. 
Camryn Keen 
 
My most challenging day at NYC this session was in third week.  I had a bad day and I 
questioned my life.  I think I made a serious decision... I don’t want to go into the 
Marines anymore.  I want to go to college and major in digital photography. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
The first day of second week because it was cold in the morning and I don’t like slash. 
JD Breneiser 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences were cutting my hair, getting to see fox again and 
being a swamper.   
Neil Sullivan 
 
My three favorite experiences at NYC were seeing familiar faces when I arrived at 
orientation, completing the first week of work and our last week’s project.   
Derek Gast 
 
My favorite NYC moment was the very last Thursday because I was so happy I made it 
and the first time I saw my crew because I was ready to start the experience and the last 
time we worked because I knew I would never have to see my crew again. 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
Hunting for Thimbleberries in backcountry with JD; second weekend site with Idaho 
there too; hiking KYJ  a mile back to the van…   
Kelso (Michael Atkinson 
 
Going swimming at the Deschutes River, every shower I ever took and being able to 
camp for five weeks.   
Heath Grimes 
 
My favorite NYC moment was when people started helping me over a girl. 
Camryn Keen 



 
My three favorite times at session were #1, stretching after a long drive toward the 
Highway 97 with huge windmills behind us and in the twilight with my new crew, my 
new family.  #2, not hating backcountry like I was sure I would and then hiking back 
down to sit back into the bus.  #3, Swimming with Camryn, JD and Derek on a rec trip 
and wrestling them in the water. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
Thimbleberry hunting with Keslo at our fourth week..  The first rec trip with Derek, 
Jordan and Willi, catching fish with Derek… 
JD Breneiser 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
At NYC I learned that being a leader is hard.  Blue is the best color, and money is 
precious. 
Neil Sullivan 
 
At Northwest Youth Corps I learned how to be a good leader, how to be a better listener 
and how important teamwork and communication are in everything you do. 
Derek Gast 
 
At NYC I learned how to work with people well. 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
I learned fungus have feelings too, and also that rap isn’t all bad, I guess. 
Kelso  (Michael Atkinson) 
 
At NYC I relearned that camping is fun.  I learned that I like building fences and that 
friends are important to have.   
Heath Grimes 
 
Here at NYC I learned how to get a better job and I learned how to dig trail, build fences 
and build relationships with friends. 
Camryn Keen 
 
I learned this session that I shouldn’t hate my SEED book.  If I had to be out in the forest 
on some other occasion, that book has lots of ways to help you along:  reading maps, 
knowing rocks, water cycle, dichotomous key… 
Xavier Dickson 
 
I learned that two sessions in one summer is too much. 
JD Breneiser 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 



One thing that I will always remember is when Fox cut my hair. 
Neil Sullivan 
 
One thing I will always remember is this crew and everyone who has a part of it 
including our crew leader, Kat Mullins and all those who have helped lead this awesome 
crew. 
Derek Gast 
 
The travelling. 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
I will never forget any of my unique crew members, rovers or crew leaders. 
Kelso (Michael Atkinson) 
 
One thing I will always remember is all of the awesome people that were on this crew.   
Heath Grimes 
 
The one thing that I will remember was one rec trip with me and a girl and more of my 
friends and my first week. 
Camryn Keen 
 
The image I have in my head is stretching with the whole crew that second Friday. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
One thing I will remember is the longing to be home. 
JD Breneiser 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always eat my apple core.  
Neil Sullivan 
 
From now on I will better appreciate tea in the mornings. 
Derek Gast 
 
From now on I will always try to keep growing. 
Blake Phetteplace 
 
I will always look on the bright side of life! 
Kelso (Michael Atkinson) 
 
I will always appreciate showers every morning. 
Heath Grimes 
 
I will appreciate keeping in contact with people. 
Camryn Keen 



 
From now on I am going to camp more and when I do, I am going to do my best to leave 
no trace. 
Xavier Dickson 
 
From not on I will always appreciate home. 
JD Brenieser 
 

 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Brian Scott 
Week: 1 
Project Name:   
National Forest:  
Ranger District:  Malheur 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 It was the first weekend of NYC, so we learned everything that we need to know 
for the next five weeks, like how to set up our tents and use the tools.  When we were 
done we had a big family style dinner with all the crew members and staff.  After dinner 



was done it was time for bed.  The next morning we were put into our crews and it was 
time to get packed.  When the trailers were loaded we left for the worksite.  It was going 
to be a six hour drive, but we got lost for a few hours trying to find the right road.  It was 
all good though because we found it. 
William Terrall 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 I have no clue where we are.  I think some use by barns, but I’m not sure.  We are 
cutting down trees, building fences so we can save some trees, and keeping cows out.  
Joel is flippin’ cool. If we are a conservation corps, why are we killing trees? 
Unsigned 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals this week are to build a fence and keep animals from the threat of 
private land and to protect the Aspen trees by the depletion of other species upon 
givin’and to be holla while we do what we do.  And second, drink water like buffalo.  
The end. 
Joel Stephens 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to build a barbwire fence and at the same time 
work together as a team.  For the first week we’ve learned a lot:  How to use proper tool 
and how to pack a person out of the woods in case they get hurt or break something and 
unable to walk or talk. 
Timothy Herbert 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 I think some accomplishments were how everybody the first day got to know each 
other.  Well, all of us made friends…  When we go to be as a crew, working with each 
other was even better getting three fences down in a week was awesome.  We all work 
like we had known each other before we had been a crew. 
 I think the challenges were coping with getting to SEED at a certain time.  
Because of a long day not put much free time…  The only time we really got to talk and 
have some fun was in our tents. 
Robert Pusieski 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 



Crew Leader:  Brian Scott 
Week: 3 
Project Name:   
National Forest:  
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Pheromones and morale raged high this weekend, but what do you expect from an 
all male crew stuck in backcountry for two weeks?  We also had an excellent talent show 
with Bob and his random humor as the star. 
 Perhaps the greatest addition to this weekend was the tremendous feast on 
Saturday, perhaps in response to parents’ weekend.  Hmmmmm. 
Gabriel Armancas 
   
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Three weeks ago I was introduced to the people that I’d spend the next five weeks 
of my life with.  In all honesty I was quite leery of those I’d met, but the truth of the 
matter is that I’d judged pretty harshly and very inaccurately.  This crew has come 
together in ways I’d doubted would be possible; we’ve become an organism dedicated to 
the incredible projects we’ve been given.  We’ve accomplished feats impossible in the 
everyday world; we’ve sweated blood but every strain, every injury has occurred to 
strengthen red crew.  With a week and a half left, most crews begin to fizzle but at 
today’s workday was any example, we’re determine to go our with one Hell of a bang.  
Some shall.  Go Spartans. 
Unsigned 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
Today we pushed wheelbarrows at light speed and got our gravel trail done in one day, 
which wasn’t even a goal but it was fun anyway and impressive. 
Timothy Herbert 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 My crew learned teamwork. Without teamwork our table could to be completed 
and also red crew could not be as sexy or awesome! 
Gabriel Armancas 
 



Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we built an awesome buck and pole fence and we made a gravel trail 
through a campground. For this project we had to move a picnic table, a fire pit and two 
logs.  We weren’t able to make a second fence because some campers refused to move.  
All in all, it was an amazing project that required a lot of work and resulted in an 
overwhelming feeling of accomplishments and pride.  Our contact was amazed that we 
accomplished as much as we did since it was her first time hiring the Youth Corps. 
Unsigned 
 
Sunday:  How has the crew changed over the last three weeks? 
 I think that the crew has changed extremely for the better.  I believe this because 
as a whole, we are, as Josh so wonderfully put it, “Red crew is a rock.”  We are an 
unbreakable, unfractoreable, amazingly quick all around awesome crew, we’ve had our 
squabbles, but not once have we quit.  Sure some have thought it, but we are too 
determined to quit, too determined to let the weather get us down, too determined to let 
dirty looks or short tempers to deter us from our overall goal.  We are, after all, Red crew, 
aren’t we? 
 SPARTANS!  WHAT IS YOUR PROFESSION?! 
Unsigned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Brian Scott 
Week: 4 
Project Name:   
National Forest:  
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend at the weekend site we had a parents’ night and we ate some 
awesome BBQ chicken and at night we did a talent show.  It was fun seeing the other 
crews and exchanging stories after our two weeks in the backcountry. 



 This week our project is to make a buck-and-pole fence that is 700 feet long and 
then we will do some trail work.  Today we got half the bucks made. It was a fun work 
day. 
Teague Green 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We’re building a buck and pole fence in the Wenatchee area.  Don’t know why. 
Bob Pusieski 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week was interesting.  We built a buck and pole fence next to an awesome 
gravel trail and it looks super sexy.  The trail and fence were built pretty fast it seemed 
like and we saw our contact smile which was pretty dang sweet. 
Timothy Herbert 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned how to build buck and pole fences and how to build 
‘em fast and sexy lookin’ not only that but also how to move wheelbarrows at light 
speed.* 
Timothy Herbert 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We faced several challenges in our five week journey, but four weeks in and we 
find ourselves closer than we had originally could have thought, and growing stronger in 
many aspects daily.  Even in the presence of differences we might have, we still find each 
other for advice and guidance with a week left we’re all watching the horizon as the days 
turn slowly to hours.  Graduations fateful call awaits us in my home birthing town of 
Ehgehe o Regoh.  
 And the hour glass is well over half full… 
Joel Stephens  
 
Session:  SCC-N4       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Brian Scott 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Twisp River Trail 
National Forest: Okanogan 
Ranger District:  Methow Valley 



 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, it was the last weekend site of the session so we all just hung out and went 
on some chill rec-trips, and on Saturday night we had the crew Olympics and Saturday 
circle then on Sunday we left for our worksites. 
Willy Terral  
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are destroying trails, bridges.  We got a beautiful campsite for our 
final week which is nice.  Also Tom came and visited and worked with us.  I’ve been in 
Washington for four weeks and can’t wait to return to Sweet Eugene, Oregon. 
Timothy Herbert 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Red crew, 

said with a sigh… 
An awkward compilation 
of ten teenage guys 
We’ve built lots of fencing, 
and camped by the creek 
Got all wet and muddy  
and our clothes sure do reek. 
From the far reaches of Cali,  
from Sherwood and Eugene, 
these ten teenage guys 
make one great team! 

Ryan Thompson 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 Well, we learned how to build a rock wall and destroy a bridge.  We learned that 
the seven dwarves lived in our cabin that we had breaks in.  We also learned about my 
life, which I think is the next important thing that we have done in the Northwest Youth 
Corps. 
Josh Radford 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 



 Over the last five weeks, ten strangers united to become an incredible work force 
constructing barbed wire fences, busting out serious trail work, building buck and pole 
fences, and destroying large structures like a bridge.  But further than that each and every 
one of us has grown in uncountable ways, developing an understanding that we, as 
people, can do anything at all.  Any feat can be accomplished with enough hard work and 
devotion.   
 The Spartans have impressed the Heck out of me and I urge everyone to live hard, 
play hard, love hard, but most importantly, work hard. 
Kennith Brown 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
The day I struggled most was on the second week backcountry trip after it had rained for 
a good number of days and morale was down.  Ledca Surriw pit and filled a turnpike as I 
sang every song that came to mind and ran with every helmet-full of dirt. 
Josh Radford 
 
My most challenging day was our hike into our two week back trails.  It was ever so 
strenuous, but we all pulled through. 
Ryan Thompson 
 
Mine was a day in the borrow pits during a backcountry stay in which we did not but 
transfer mud through our helmets in a fire line. 
Gabriel Armancas 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the hike to our camping site deep in the heart of 
the backcountry with our packs heavily laden with supplies, foods and tools.  But, as a 
team, and with a positive mindset we made it through and we ended the day with smiles 
and relief all around. 
Joel Stephens 
 
My most challenging day was the five mile backcountry hike uphill and then arriving at a 
campsite with swarms of bugs. 
Teague Green 
 
My most challenging day was the day that we had to dig a borrow pit and fill our helmets 
with mud to bring down to a turnpike while it was raining and cold in the backcountry 
with lots of bugs. 
Willy Terrall 
 
The day we had to dig the borrow pit and fill our helmets with dirt in the hard core rain. 
Josh Radford 
 
The hardest day was backcountry rainy and filled with the dang mosquitoes…  So many 
of them, it drove me nuts, but hey, what mosquitoes?   
Timothy Herbert 



 
The hardest day at NYC was our first day in backcountry when we hiked in five miles.  
The reason why this was so challenging is I got a backpack to large for me and it literally 
fell apart as we hiked.   
Alex Ohe 
 
Trying out my talent for the show.  It was awesome. 
Robert Pusieski 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 

1. Late night/early morning re-supply 
2. Latching Brian and such people with a squirt gun after showering  
3. Running for three hours solid with full wheelbarrows of gravel. 

Kennith Brown 
 
 

1. Brian and his squirt gun 
2. Teamwork on moving gravel 
3. Rockin’out on the Big! 

Ryan Thompson 
 
Listening to music in the rig 
Rolling huge logs to the rig 
Giving piggy back rides. 
Gabriel Armancas 
 
Play stick fighting, Brian’s playful attributes and to pack in the bus. 
Joel Stephens 
 

1. Sick rec trips with Rudy 
2. Two weeks backcountry working on the PCT 
3. Good times after work and trips in the bus. 

Willy Terrall 
 
Rockin’ out in the rig 
Stick fighting 
Being on Red Crew 
Josh Radford 
 

1. Meeting new friends 
2. Feeling pride of my work 
3. Views of the outdoors. 

Timothy Herbert 
 

1. The first day at NYC when I met some of the people 



2. When we got back from the first week and our group really became a tight group 
of people 

3. Also, my awesome recreation trip with Brian on the last weekend site. 
Alex Ohe 
 

1. Seeing everyone at the weekend site 
2. Getting to know my crew, hanging out and hearing their PH 
3. The rec trip with Julia in Leavenworth and the scavenger hunt.  Also the safety 

circle on the last day. 
Teague Green 
 

1. Making fences  (buck n pole fence.) 
2. Gaining respect from my crew 
3. Being a leader in my crew 

Robert Pusieski 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 

1. Patience 
2. Patience 
3. Patience 

Kennith Brown 
 

1. Teamwork 
2. Patience 
3. Open mindedness 

Ryan Thompson 
 
Balance 
The rule of 3 
Working with correlation 
Gabriel Armancas 
 
Team core values and leadership values. 
Joel Stephens 
 

1. How hard I could work 
2. How much fun it is to live in the woods, and also how hard it is 
3. How much trio sucks 

Willy Terrall 
 
How B.A. Red crew is. 
That I can live in the woods for weeks 
That Sublime is banned. 
Josh Radford 
 



I learned that experience in NYC counts to being a good leader. 
Robert Pusieski 
 
Brian taught me how to find extra energy in myself. 
Josh Radford 
 
More about tools and how to suck it up and deal. 
Timothy Herbert 
 

1. How to live without modern lifestyles 
2. I learned many helpful facts about skills and the environment around me 
3. To be more independent on the job. 

Alex Ohe 
 
 
 
 

1. How to work hard and have fun 
2. How to camp light and survive in the wilderness 
3. I learned how to deal with other people, work in a team and how important it is to 

stay together untied for five weeks. 
Teague Green 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
“Your light’s out!!!” 
Kennith Brown 
 
Yes, I agree, Josh’s nightly “your lights out” retort and the stick fights and squirt guns! 
Ryan Thompson 
 
Absolutely. 
Gabriel Armancas 
 
“Your light out” and Brian//jearny’s awesome koolness. 
Joel Stephens 
 
All the good and bad times we had as a crew, oh yeah, and “your lights out.” 
Willy Terrall 
 
“Your lights out”.  Now if Brian needs someone to say it, he can just read this.   
Joshua Allen --- Ray Orcutt Radford 
 
I will always remember the hard work there was. 
Timothy Herbert 
 



I will never forget the most awesome people I met and dealt with at NYC. 
Alex Ohe 
 
I will always remember the people I met, my crew, the things we did and the fun we had.  
I won’t forget the songs we sang, the jokes we told in the tent, the pranks or the call for 
lights out… “Your lights out!” 
Teague Green 
 
Is how everyone in this session became my friend and respected me. 
Robert Pusieski 
 
 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Play hard, live hard, love hard but most importantly, work hard. 
Kennith Brown 
 
Have a more open-minded opinion on lice. 
Ryan Thompson 
 
Maintain constant vigilance. 
Gabriel Armancas 
 
Live life to the fullest and keep my degree in dudeness (from “Chuck Norris 
University.”) 
Joel Stephens 
 
Work hard, maintain PMA, and not judge people so much before I get to know them. 
Willy Terrall 
 
Try to do stuff and not just give up before I even think about it.   
J.A.W.R.O.R.  (Josh Radford) 
 
Treasure any job I get. 
Timothy Herbert 
 
From now on I will always have more care for the environment and the things that inhabit 
it. 
Alex Ohe 
 
From now on I will have more confidence with people and in work.  I will make an effort 
to have more free time and to spend it with friends and still work hard in school; but not 
to worry too much about things.  I will also try to speak out more and to share my 
opinions as long as other people will listen. 
Teague Green 



 
From now on I will always be a good leader for my crews. 
Robert Pusieski 
 

 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  H. Brill 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Roseburg Pruning 
 
Sunday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We did the games yesterday.  The game was “birdy on a pitch”.  We had a 2 ½ 
hour drive to Roseburg.  When we first got to camp we set up tents and our kitchen and 
then had a one hour break then went to worksite to see what we were doing and while we 
were at the worksite, we did SEED and so far I am having fun. 
  
Monday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 



 We are working on the side of the Tiller back roads.  We are pruning the bottom 
twelve feet of the bottom limbs.  We are doing this to help the underbrush grow and the 
trees grow better. 
Theodore Neighbors 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 NYC ROCKS!  Well today is hump day for us.   Hump day is just the middle of 
the week.  We got up and did our safety circle and then headed off to work.  Working so 
far for NYC has been the best experience ever.  All of us get along and we don’t 
complain about getting up in the morning.  And we get our job done.  Today was special 
though.  We were able to go swimming after work.  So I can’t wait for another day of 
hard work and growing friendship.  And the group leader and other crew members are 
awesome. 
HI 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We need to work on our communication, trust each other in what they are saying, 
do something the first time while not being told the second, finish our project and have 
fun and be happy!! 
Camille Reyes 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to prune trees and work as a group.  How to communicate and 
trust one another…  We had a hard time here and there, but all in all we had a great day. 
Steven Koch 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we finished our pruning project; we were psyched!  Although we fell just 
short of our goal, which was reaching the junction of the roads, we still got all of our 
hours in.  That was the good thing. 
 We managed to avoid the poison oak for the most part, but some of us came down 
with a minor rash or two.  Thank the creators of Tecnu and the love of cheesecake that 
we were able to make it out alive. 



 Crew life is awesome.  We’re all getting along well with the occasional stories, 
interests and sharing of various things that help us bond with each other.  Even though all 
of us might be different, we share many of the same interests like music.  That helps us 
get through the work day.  I never knew many people on the crew liked to hear me sing 
Weird Al and other mainstream songs… 
 The next few weeks should be promising if everything flows smoothly. 
Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  H. Brill 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Respect the River 
National Forest: Okanogan 
Ranger District:  Methow Valley 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we had our weekend site in Sisters.  It was very fun!!  We found 
out that we had to drive to Winthrop, Washington!!  It took us about ten hours just to get 
to Winthrop, Washington and then it took us a long time to find where we are camping.  
When we finally got to camp, it started to lightly sprinkle.  Then when we got all the 
things us we did our Sunday SEED and then we had dinner and then went to bed. 
Camille Reyes 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
This week our project is destroying and building brand new fences with our hands.  We 
are at Okanogan National Forest in Winthrop, Washington a few miles from Canada.  
The reason why we are doing this is to protect the salmon.  And we don’t want the SUVs 
to ruin the soil even more so we’re protecting things. 
Volinda Anderson 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This morning we were on our way to the worksite and we found a log in the 
middle of the road.  It was huge so the crew leader and rover decided to cut it out of the 
way.  Then we had safety circle.  Then we got to building buck n pole fencing, then we 



weren’t doing that we were trekking through the forests for the hazardous nap weed.  So 
far, a good day… 
Micah Rasmussen 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 We woke up this morning and built the fence in our campground after safety 
circle which only took about one hour.  Then we had to about two more fences to build, 
but we need to dap the bucks so we had to look for NAP WEED, but there was none.  So 
we just walked around looking at the nice forest grounds throughout the day.  We all 
were nailing, hammering and putting our sweat into our work as team-mates.  We all 
should feel proud that we have built six fences. 
Mary Sealey 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  H. Brill 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Little Wenatchee 
National Forest: Wenatchee 
Ranger District:  Region VI 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend orange crew went on a rec trip to Lake Ann in the North Cascades.  
Only Theo braved the water because the desolate lake was freezing; snow was still 
present.  The next day we woke to pack up camp for our backcountry project.  After 
packing all our food and tools a and miniscule amount of clothes into our 50 pound 
backpacks, we hiked four miles along the seemingly treacherous Little Wenatchee Trail 
to our campsite.  Backpackers were already at the campsite, so we shared it and had a 
nice bit of company before retiring the long day. 
Kelly Rini 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
This week is the third week of work.  Whoa.  This project this week is the Little 
Wenatchee Trail.  We are either making drainage and/or making trail bigger.  We are in 
Leavenworth, Washington.  So far, so good.  It’s been a great experience and I love the 
group I’m in. 
Volinda Anderson 
 
Wednesday 



 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we tilled and overturned dirt and mini secret fir seedlings for our first ever 
ten hour work day.  It was awesome.  We managed to lay the smack down on the 
drainage-blocking log as well as finish the new dried out mud pit trail.  What was cool 
was we figured out the conspiracy of the black blood thirsty cannibalistic flies and prayed 
for cloudy weather.  Tomorrow looks promising enough to grant our wishes and 
hopefully some of our dreams come part-way true. 
Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 Today we picked rocks, dirt, roots.  We learned how to build trails, drainage this 
week.  And we busted out the whole four days.  On Monday we had to move heavy 
buckets of mud, sand; on Tuesday we hauled more heavy buckets of now rocks, sand, 
mud.  Wednesday it is so hot out.  It was 95° hot.  Today we had the best day on the 
world.  It was like 50°.  It was a nice day.  The end. 
Jeremiah Owens 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This morning we had a “fun stretch” circle and hiked out early.  We’re becoming 
pros at the whole walking thing.  We hiked out in amazing time and it was so sweet to see 
the van and realize the music and soft seats it offered. 
Unsigned 
 
 
 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  H. Brill 
Week: 4 
Project Name:   
National Forest:  
Ranger District:  
  
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today is a sad, sad day for our crew as one of our beloved members is leaving us 
more than a week early.  Prior to this disastrous event, we continued construction on a 



steep trail.  Some of us were rock crushers who built a retaining wall on one side of the 
trail from gigantic rocks.  We have a lot of extra apples so we’re eating them like crazy.  
We’re going to have apple cobbler for breakfast and peanut butter and apple sandwiches 
for lunch tomorrow.  Yum.   
Kelly Rini 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 We have learned that rocks are very hard to roll up the hill when the weigh more 
than I do, and how to widen the trail.  Big rocks look really cool rolling down the side of 
the trail. 
Steven Koch 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we finished fixing up the two trails that we are working on, so the Kaboda 
Man can make his way through them.  We started at 6 am and worked until 12:15, and it 
was the best week ever because we did the most we could do as a crew with three missing 
people.  With only one more week to go, orange crew is ready to go all the way. 
Mary Sealey 
 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N4       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  H. Brill 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Devil’s Gulch ORV 
National Forest: Wenatchee 
Ranger District:   
 
Sunday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we stayed near Lake Wenatchee.  It was the last weekend that we 
had before graduation!  We woke up on Saturday, did our chores then started our rec 
trips.  When we got back from the rec trips we got our mail.  We had the crew Olympics 
after dinner, but it was cancelled on account of people puking themselves.  Then we 
drove to Cashmere, Washington working on the Devil’s Gorge. 
Camille Reyes 
 
Monday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 



 Wee, all this week we get the pleasure of working for Rusty.  Our project is 
maintaining trails, so brushing and drainage dips and other fun stuff.  We are at the 
Devil’s Gulch biking area.  It’s so awesome.  We saw a little kid on a dirt bike with 
training wheels.  It was so cute. 
Volinda Anderson 
 
Tubular Tuesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today we accomplished our spectacular, fantastical, radical, and far out goal of 
fixing up the trail a mile and a half; and what a sight it was.  Through scorching sunlight 
and wicked widow makers as well as scary snags, we dominated and ate up that trail with 
our drain dips, Doppler-sounding saws, death-arresting retaining wall and our complete 
set of trail-oriented dental tools.  Yeah, it was quite a day, and it will surely be a quiet 
night; our work is rarely a flawless victory. 
Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 
Wacky Wednesday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 It was a good day.  We woke up to a delicious warm meal that filled us up.  We 
then had an interesting safety circle where everyone tried to be everyone else.  The 
impersonations continued throughout the day.  We finished the trail today and plan to get 
started on another tomorrow.  Tomorrow promises to be the beginning of the end! 
Theo Neighbors 
 
Thursday 
 Today promises to be the best day of the week.  The crew is preparing a picnic 
dinner to bring to a swimming hole.  This is a wonderful treat to end the last full work 
day of the session.  Earlier today we began pruning a new trail and will continue the trail 
tomorrow.  We are going to pack up most of camp today so that we can return to Oregon 
sooner rather than later. 
Kelly Rini 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We are travelling together for the last time.  We did a hard four hours of work 
before climbing in for a six hour drive to Oregon.  Our crew has a killer count off and 
will rock at the weekend site. 
Theo Neighbors 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 



My most challenging day at NYC was when we went backcountry and we went five mile 
in and five miles out.  The reason why was because I couldn’t control my breathing and I 
got scared. 
Volinda Anderson 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when I had to be crew leader for a day.  I really 
had a hard time being nice when I had to tell people to get back to work, but I did and 
everybody lived. 
Camille Reyes 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the last weekend site.  I’m not used to being 
around so many people, and in a group of 50 makes me feel somewhat uneasy.  In the 
end, I pulled through just fine. 
Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 
The most challenging day at NYC was the last Friday.  I was sad because I did not want 
to go/leave my new friends/family. 
Shalamar Dillon 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the hike into backcountry.  It was five miles of 
hilly terrain, and I’d never done anything like that.  I didn’t think I could do it, but it was 
very rewarding. 
Kelly Rini 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was everyday because I never though I could do any of 
this stuff when I first came. 
Mary Sealey 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the hike in to backcountry.  It was the hardest for 
me. 
Micah Rasmussen 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when I had my asthma attack at the first weekend 
site. 
Steven Koch 
 
My most challenging day was dealing with people as leader of the day. 
Theo Neighbors 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
My first favorite experience at NYC was living in the woods with eleven people that I 
didn’t even know.  MY second one was going backcountry and being able to hike that 
trail.  My third was building buck and Pole fences. 
Volinda Anderson 
 



1. Making all the friends that I did make 
2. going backcountry 
3. buck & pole fences 

Camille Reyes 
 

1) New projects, 2)  Being on a co-ed crew, 3)  Sharing my PH 
Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 

1. Going backcountry 
2. Living in the woods 
3. Meeting all the people that I did. 

Shalamar Dillon 
 

1. Living, working and learning in the woods and nature. 
2. Improving the environment through projects. 
3. Getting to know other crew members and crews. 

Kelly Rini 
 

1. Seeing things outside of Oregon 
2. New Friends 
3. Living with eleven other people 

Mary Sealey 
 

1. Make all the friends I have made 
2. Seeing all the new towns 
3. Meet my best friend, Steven �  

Micah Rasmussen 
 

1. Falling down the hill fourth week 
2. Meeting the crew I had mostly Shalamar and Micah. 
3. My bestest friend MICAH. 

Steven Koch 
 
Washington, 
Meeting somebody who likes books as much as me, 
New friends. 
Theo Neighbors 
 
AN NYC I LEARNED: 
 
The first thing I learned at NYC was that everyone’s family.  The second thing I learned 
was how to deal with my co-workers.  The third would be not talking bad about myself. 
Volinda Anderson 
 

1. How to be a leader 
2. Get along with others 



3. Push myself. 
Camille Reyes 
 

1) To be myself, 2) to speak clearly, 3) Share my experiences. 
Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 

1. Working hard as I can 
2. Being a better leader 
3. To be myself and not think of past. 

Shalamar Dillon 
 

1. I am stronger than I could ever imagine 
2. Daily showers are unnecessary 
3. The world does not revolve around me. 

Kelly Rini 
 

1. We, as orange crew, have struggles, but we all made it through these past five 
weeks as a group. 

2. Some things in life are luxuries. 
3. I learned more about myself. 

Mary Sealey 
 

1. I learned to use hand tools 
2. I learned how to get along with people I don’t like 
3. Get up early 

Micah Rasmussen 
 

1. How to work hard all day 
2. About my crew 
3. How to do all my projects. 

Steven Koch 
 
Leadership 
Getting along 
Knowledge 
Theo Neighbors 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
The one thing I will always remember is the backcountry hike cause I made it through. 
Volinda Anderson 
 
The way that NYC pushed me and made me a better person. 
Camille Reyes 
 
NYC taught me to be myself; image doesn’t matter. 



Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 
I will always remember the last day, well Thursday, when we went swimming.  It was so 
much fun. 
Shalamar Dillon 
 
I will always remember waking up before the sun and sleeping at sunset. 
Kelly Rini 
 
I will always remember theis new family I made in the past four weeks. 
Mary Sealey 
 
I will always remember my friend falling down a hill. 
Micah Rasmussen 
 
I will always remember all of my friends and me falling down in the water on the 
worksite. 
Steven Koch 
 
I will remember my leadership skills. 
Theo Neighbors 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always help out when needed, even in the forest don’t let garbage go 
all over.  And not stay on the computer all day. 
Volinda Anderson 
 
Try to reuse or use less of some of the things in my life. 
Cammille Reyes 
 
To use little things to their greatest potential. 
Austin “Bear” Beatty 
 
To use everything to the good and recycle and not use a lot of stuff. 
Shalamar Dillon 
 
From now on I will always spend more time outdoors. 
Kelly Rini 
 
I will be more environmentally friendly. 
Mary Sealey 
 
I will ride my bike more than I drive my car. 
Micah Rasmussen 
 



I will walk even more that I did so I don’t have to drive and sleep more than I did here. 
Steven Koch 
 
Step up more. 
Theo Neighbors 
 

 


