
Dear NYC graduates, 
 
Well, it’s that time of year here at NYC, with the final tool count completed and the rigs 
neatly tucked into their winter parking spaces, its time to sit back, reflect on the season 
and start recounting the tales of adventure and hardship that you’ll someday tell your 
grandkids.  This journal is a small reflection of your crew’s experiences this year; 
footnotes, scribbled at the end of a long day by hands aching from swinging a tool.  To 
anyone else who hasn’t lived outside for over a month, done a safety circle at 5:30 AM, 
done the pushup-challenge, or chugged a gallon of vesper, these notes might not seem 
like much.  But I hope that for you they are a small key to unlocking memories that will 
stay with you for a lifetime.  And I’m not just referring to memories of smelly vans, 
blistered feet, and poison oak rashes.  Sure that’s all part of the gig; but it’s the shared 
hardships that bring people together and forge memories of good friends, great 
achievements, and incredible places. 
 
Thank you for taking on the adventure of NYC this season.  With your commitment, 
courage and hard work NYC crews have left a lasting legacy.  While you were slogging 
through the woods, huddling around the fire, sharpening pulaskis, or finishing the last 
remnants of a too-large meal; up to twenty-five other crews were doing the same things 
across Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Northern California.  The work completed by 
NYC crews went farther than ever before, pleased a record number of project sponsors, 
helped out the natural areas and communities in the Northwest, and, most importantly, 
showed the general public that teens are responsible enough to complete a hard job with 
style! 
 
A few of the amazing things accomplished during the 2007 field season by the North 3 
program at NYC; over 3,800 feet of new trail constructed, over 23.2 miles of existing 
trail maintained, 186 drainage structures installed, 1,107 ft. of retaining wall built, 163 ft. 
of bridge built, 1230 ft of fence constructed, 49 steps installed, 23 logs bucked out, and 
50 ft of turnpike built. 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did 
here.  Remember the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need 
is a fistful of GORP, a PB&J and some good friends in your bump line.  Make it happen! 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Julie Romig 
Program Coordinator 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Blue 
Crew Leader: Mo 
Week: 1 
Project Name:   
National Forest:  Oregon Department of Forestry 
Ranger District:  Astoria State Forest 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we had our opening ceremony and our teams split up.  We, the blue 
team, were ready first.  During the ceremony we met about 40 people.  We played some 
big fun games.  We all learned the rules which there are a lot of.  On Sunday we set out 
for our respective forests.  We set up our main camp and cooked a dinner of veggie 
burgers and regular burgers. 
Nick Phillips 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing and why? 



 We are doing maintenance on a trail that another NYC group didn’t finish.  We 
are in an Oregon wooded area.  We are finishing a trail that wasn’t finished before. 
Joe Schmidt 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 To get the new trail done that we started today when Julie was with us.  We hope 
to get it done tomorrow.   
Tawnie (Brownie) Peters 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We have learned how to build a good trail. 
Tawnie Peters 
 
Friday 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we had 2 make trails.  The first day was of course a challenge for most 
of us.  Building trails is an art.  We had to make a good back slope, hinge, bench etc.  The 
dirt that we worked with had lots of ruts and rocks.  I think we did a pretty good job, 
though it was our 1st time. 
Vanessa Hill 
 
Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Blue 
Crew Leader: Mo 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Elkhorn Valley BLM 
National Forest:  Salem BLM 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We met up with all the other crews and went on rec-trips.  On Sunday we got our 
information on where our next job is and we set off to the location.  We arrived and set 
up camp.  Not much more to say except today (Monday) was our first day of work.  We 
got back to camp, did our chores and ate food.  Now we are just hanging out.  I wrote this 
before the food was done.  I’m running out of room to write so I’m going to have to 
go…uhhh…yeah. 
Jeff Olson 
 
Tuesday 
 



Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing and why? 
 This week my crew and I embarked on a trail maintenance project.  Our task is to 
build three bridges as well as gravel a trail.  Our basic mission is to maintain this trail to 
ensure that generations of people will be able to enjoy it.  Most crews this week and next 
were sent backcountry, but we went back into Oregon from our weekend site at Mt. St. 
Helens. 
Anna Prange 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals are to eat all of our food and not let any of it go bad.  Also, to learn how 
to do chores by ourselves without our crew leader reminding us.  Basically, our main goal 
is to be responsible in general and be able to foresee what needs to be done in the future. 
Coty Ritter 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 What our crew learned this week is that bridges are very frustrating to build 
because if you have the slightest little problem it will mess with the whole thing later on.  
Another thing that we learned is that carrying bags of rocks up a hill SUCKS. 
Michael Parent 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 One of the things we are going to accomplish is Tawnie’s job.  And we also did 3 
bridges.  Also one of the challenges that we had was moving gravel up and down and up 
and down the hill and the road.  I want to be a blue crew rockstar! 
Brownie (Tawnie Peters) 
 
Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Blue 
Crew Leader: Mo 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Table Rock Wilderness -  Image Creek Trail 
National Forest:  Salem BLM 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 Arrived at a campsite near the Columbia River before Julie or any of the other 
crews.  Only Yellow crew was at the weekend site at all besides us, and they had to leave 
early Saturday morning.  Our Saturday was very relaxing – we went to a bunch of rec 
areas nearby, including a waterfall, Vista House on Crown Point and the beach.  That 
evening we had a few parents and friends over for sub sandwiches and fruit salad.  Right 
before bed, one of the corps members decided to quit and was driven home by their 
family, despite much reasoning with. 
Unsigned 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing and why? 
 Table Rock area.  We are doing a variety of technical trail maintenance: 
turnpikes, ditches, stream crossings and crosscutting.  We are doing it because the trail 
looks like crap right now, and hasn’t been worked on in a long time.  Also, because the 
contact said so, or rather, to be more relevant, Mo.  Our campsite has a nice view of some 
mountains, but unfortunately is also the area some nice loving family decided to use as a 
shooting range.   
Levin Mattson 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We feel frustrated with work trying to build a turnpike.  We will finish by Friday, 
have it done on time so we can take a shower and smell good.  We still go on even 
though we lost 2 of our crew.  We came together as a family created by a community of 
ourselves.  We have accomplished many things together and we shall stay as one ‘till the 
end.  We all know it will end but we are making the best of it and having fun.  There is 
nothing else left to say except “try it out, have fun and work hard.” 
Joe Schmidt 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week:  
 My crew learned about the Dichotomous Key, forest succession and ecosystems.  
We learned that using a by using a dichotomous key you can figure out how to I.D. plants 
and how to narrow down what types of plants there are. 
Coty Ritter 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week was different from the past 2 weeks in several ways.  First, we lost 
Vanessa during the weekend, shifting the group dynamics a lot.  On one hand, we had 
more hours to work, there were only 3 girls to set up their tent, and we started to miss her 
warm sense of humor and general presence.  On the other hand, we grew closer as a crew 



and a bit more positive about the work we did.  Second, we had to deal with a tough 
turnpike.  We started building up a section of river crossing with rocks, and had made 
considerable progress when we had to redo the project and build a turnpike, a job that 
would take most crews a full week; not one with 2 corps members down, a leader with a 
bad back and only 3.5 days to work.  Nevertheless, by 11:00 Friday we were very close to 
completing it. 
Unsigned 
 
Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Blue 
Crew Leader: Mo 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Daly Lake 
National Forest: Willamette National Forest 
Ranger District:  Sweet Home RD 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend was another family visitation.  We prepared a huge dinner of potato 
salad, barbeque chicken, lots of fruit and bread.  I was especially pleased to see my 
family.  Our activity for the evening was an NYC fashion show.  Alex, Katie and Travis 
were the winners (although everyone knows I deserved the title).  After that we had 
Saturday circle and discussed our reasons for coming and remaining with the NYC 
family. 
Coty Ritter 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing and why? 
 We are at Daly Lake, a small but historic site where one of Oregon’s Supreme 
Court judges (and a staunch supporter of wilderness preservation) hiked and camped 
during the 19th century.  A century and a half later, one could come back and see 11 
people in colored helmets building a retaining wall for the beautiful trail that rings the 
lake.  Such a task requires a variety of different jobs: measuring and cutting logs for the 
wall, creating a level bench for the logs to sit upon, nailing the logs down with rebar and 
wheeling dirt from piles up the trail into the height gaps between the logs and the trail. 
Levin Mattson 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Make the new member of our crew feel comfortable and welcome.  Finish our 
assigned amount of work instead of leaving things undone.  Try to get along with each 
other and look on the bright side of life; it’s the fourth week and this is the time a lot of 
crews start to antagonize and annoy themselves to the point of breakdown.  Like a poorly 



oiled rusty clock, the cogs start grinding against each other, scratching and burning and 
leaving long, dark streaks as the gears move grudgingly up, around and back again in a 
vicious, never-ending cycle. 
Levin Mattson 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week:   
 This week Blue crew learned how to make an ADA/Retaining wall structure. 
Wookie ��  (Melissa Hill) 
�

Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 One of the challenges was accepting me as a new crew member.  They have been 
so nice and wonderful accepting me in, I feel like a part of your family. 
Wookie ��  (Melissa Hill) 
�

Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Blue 
Crew Leader: Mo 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  Wonderland Trail 
National Forest:  Mt. Rainier National Park 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
If you could be any animal what would you be and why?  Are there any of your 
crew that remind you of a certain animal? 
 If I could be any animal I would be a panda bear.  They are so cute, and they’re 
my favorite.  No one on my crew reminds me of a panda bear! 
Wookie ��  (Melissa Hill) 
�

Tuesday 
 
If stuck on a deserted island with your crew, what tasks would you assign to what 
people and how would you lay out shelter.  You must find food, cook food, make 
tools, make shelter, attempt a raft, make a help sign, start a fire and attempt to tame 
a Komodo Dragon for a pet.  Who would have which task?  You must use everyone 
on the crew including the crew leader, rover and woods boss!  Also list the reason 
why you chose those people.  Good luck. 
 Joe is in charge of the dragon.  It’s his first challenge EVER!  And making shelter 
(He’s an excellent decorator).  Mo will find food, for that is the worst job within our 
community just like making a raft which is her job, too!  Kris is in charge of cooking the 
food (he doesn’t burn it) after he starts the fire (old Boy Scout).  Julie will be in charge of 



the tools as she has spent hours upon hours working with such tools.  Coty is appointed to 
the task of creating a help sign, as she is the artist and wanted the task.  The rest of the 
crew gets to watch them scurry while bathing in the Caribbean sunlight, sipping juice 
provided by the natives (who are also providing the rest of the services without Mo, Kris 
or Julie knowing of their existence). 
Anna Prange 
 
Wednesday 
 
What are you doing this week?  What challenges have you faced? 
 We are going up against building a bridge.  We are also building tread and finding 
decent ground upon which to put the tread.  Also called duffing, we need a lot of rock and 
dirt as filler because of holes made by builders. 
Unsigned 
 
Thursday 
 
What was your favorite part of this session? 
 My favorite part of this session was when we were watching the Mt. Rainer 
rangers blow apart the rocks. 
Michael Parent 
 
Friday 
 
What have you learned from this experience? 
 I learned that I am a very capable person.  I usually give up before putting forth 
my full effort but doing so is rewarding. 
Coty Ritter 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
I will always remember when we got into our crews and we were close, at the start. 
Tawnie Peters 
 
I will always remember making ‘smores the last week. 
Michael Parent 
 
I will always remember the friends I made here. 
(Newt)  Nicholas Phillips-Hardy 
 
 
I will always remember coming to this session right after my sister quit, and I came on 
her old crew, and they welcomed me right onto the crew. 
Melissa  Hill�� �

 
The one thing I will always remember is how much fun we had as a family! 



Joe Schmidt 
 
I will always remember when Z thought I lost this picture of my sister and Z and 
everyone was so concerned that I had lost this sentimental thing, our rover Kris turned the 
car around and Mike and Levin helped me search for it.  It turns out it wasn’t even lost, it 
was under my seat the whole time. 
Coty Ritter 
 
I will always remember the people I met here as unique and deep. 
Levin Mattson 
 
Gosh I hate these…uhhh…I will not forget who taught me to throw random things 
together to make a delicious food dish. 
Jeff Olson 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
 The first day of this NYC session, I came here without knowing a single soul.  I 
thought immediately that I wasn’t going to fit in.  This fear consumed me.  I felt as 
though eyes were tearing through me, as if I wasn’t allowed. 
 The day progressed with the introduction of big funs and how-to’s.  It became 
easier to adjust to the people in the group as we became better acquainted.  Finally 
learning names and faces, I felt comfortable with this new environment in which I found 
myself.   
 My fear of not fitting in with the typical corps member quickly vanished along 
with the first day.  I now realize my abilities to adapt to any situation, whether in NYC or 
the “real” world. 
Anna Prange  
 
The 3rd Saturday of my 1st session, I almost left. 
Levin Mattson 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the 1st week.  I didn’t know anyone, and we started 
that 1st day of work.  I had trouble working with people, but then it got easier because Mo 
liked to have fun on the work site. 
Joe Schmidt 
 
I really had no most challenging day at NYC. 
Jeff Olson 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the last day of 3rd week.  We had to rush and set 
lots of dirt to finish the turnpike, but we still didn’t finish. 
Michael Parent 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the day I got written up for a mistake. 
Tawnie Peters 



 
My most challenging days were when I had trouble dealing with certain people. 
Newt  (Nick Phillips-Hardy) 
 
I haven’t had a day that was challenging but if I would have been here longer than I 
probably would have. 
Melissa Hill (Wookie �� )�

 
The first day was the hardest.  I was going through withdrawals from cigarettes, and was 
annoyed with everyone and all the silly icebreaker games.  I was lonely and scared of 
what was to come. 
Coty Ritter 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will always do good hard work. 
Michael Parent 
 
I will always do what looks and feels right! 
Newt (Nick Phillips-Hardy) 
 
From now on I will always know what a good trail looks like. 
Wookie ��  (Melissa Hill)�
 
I will always know not to make too much food. 
Anna Prange 
 
From now on I will always be confident in how I am. 
Joe Schmidt 
 
Be outside when I can. 
Coty Ritter 
 
Be outside when I can…and no one can see me. �  
Levin Mattson 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
Relationships – the connections between living things, the invisible, intangible thing that 
humans grow, tend and cling to as a virtually required item in life – can be in many 
forms.  This I knew before I came to NYC.  This I knew even in a world I felt distant to.  
Even when my parents dropped me off for my first session, I doubted I would want to 
make a friend with any of the people there.  This attitude continued for the first 2 weeks.  
After that, however, for reasons still unknown, I started talking, laughing, singing and 
dancing.  I started to make friends.  By the end, I had faith in a new idea: that anyone, 



given time and circumstance, can change, become extroverted and comfortable with their 
environment.   
Levin Mattson 
 
Responsibility – I learned to take care of what needs to be done.  I also learned that hard 
work can be fun.  I learned from my crew leader that stink is good – if you smell then you 
worked hard. 
Nick Phillips-Hardy 
 
1. Long hard work pays off in the end 
2. I learned to be a better leader 
3. You can make good relationships with people you’ve never met before 
Michael Parent 
 
I learned how to fit right into a crew after they had 4 weeks to bond. 
Wookie ��  (Melissa Hill)�
 
I learned how to be independent. 
Anna Prange 
 
I have learned to be calm with others. 
Tawnie Peters 
 
1. I learned I have the potential to be a good leader 
2. I can do something in many ways by thinking outside the box and trying new things 
3. I should be more grateful for what I have 
Coty Ritter 
 
So 3 things I have learned huhhh, uhhhhhh, I don’t know if tolerating people for awhile is 
one but I’ve learned how to do that.  Uhhhhhhhh I can’t name off, uhhhhhh I’ve learned 
how to throw random things together to make a decent meal, uhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh, 
hmmmmmmmm, I have no clue uhh I learned that my facts and opinions about myself 
were somewhat true and somewhat false. 
Jeff Olson 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
 My first session was amazing in that I had an amazing crew leader.  His 
spirituality and sense of the world around him left me dazed, contemplative of the 
diversity of humanity.  Being in his presence was feeling an ultimate comfort, an easy to 
talk about anything, to throw back your head and laugh unconstrained, and then to be 
silent together and look out in thought, as if you could both hear and understand the 
vibrations of your lives call out across the universe.  I felt I had known him all my life 
after a few weeks of the session. 
 Another was meeting my friend Maddie.  Before meeting her, I mostly kept to 
myself when with people my own age.   She made me realize, though, that I could be a 



funny, talkative person if given the right circumstances, and that there are other people 
aware of things I’m aware of in the world. 
 Finally, my favorite thing of all was getting to know someone called Coty Ritter.  
The ways is which I appreciate and understand this person cannot be expressed fully in 
words.  She has definitely helped define who I am at the best and worst of times, in fits of 
laughter, in bouts of tacit silence, in long bus rides under rainbow sunsets and moonlit 
nights, or in the heat of a midday sun busting through roots and rocks.  She is who I 
would imagine myself as in a different life, retaining a few core traits or aspects, but 
developing different mannerisms, experiencing different experiences and living in a 
different environment.  She is free-spirited and wild, but at the same time calm and 
thoughtful.  She can release a storm of emotion, and then reflect back on her actions 
objectively and logically.  She is Coty. 
Levin Mattson 
 
Again, I don’t know.  Ohhh, making food, listening to music on the bus ride, the 
awesome view we got to see.   
Jeff Olson 
 
1. The great people I met 
2. The awesome work 
3. Getting an E.P. 
Wookie (Melissa Hill) 
 
 
1. Being with my crew 
2. Being on Blue crew 
3. Having Mo as crew leader 
Tawnie Peters 
 
 
1. Watching the rangers blow up rocks 
2. S’mores 
3. Building the bridge the 5th week 
Michael Parent 
 
 
1. Watching the rangers blow up rocks 
2. Talking to my fellow corps members about anything 
3. Being on my favorite color crew! 
Newt (Nick Phillips-Hardy) 
 
1. Cooking with freeze-dried food 
2. Working with others 
3. Working on trails 
Unsigned 
 



The best thing was definitely meeting my friend Levin.  I should go on and talk about all 
the nice things he’s done for me this session and all his lovely qualities, but I’m running 
out of room! 
2. New Muscles! 
3. Quitting smoking! 
Coty Ritter 
 
 

 
 
Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Red 
Crew Leader: Larry Abels 
Week: 1 
Project Name: Joyce Lake Trail 
National Forest: Salem BLM 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 When we first got there we got to know each other and then play some games.  
Then we got to learn more about what tools we are going to use.  Then we got ready and 
got to our camp. 



Unsigned 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your projects this week; where are you, what are you doing and why? 
 Today we made more of a trail.  The day went faster with jokes.  We hope we get 
this trail finished. 
Blake Fancher 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Today was our first “hump day.”  That’s the middle of the week.  I feel how we 
can all look at what we’ve done and be amazed.  Our goal now is to finish encircling this 
lake with a nice renewed trail. 
Unsigned 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This was the first week, so my crew had to learn the ropes.    We learned how to 
make a nice-looking trail, and how to use the tools.  We also learned knot-tying and how 
to set up camp.  All of us learned how to be better people.  I learned to be a gentleman, a 
diamond in the rough.  I learned that NYC is awesome and Larry rules because he is 
really good at chopping.  Most of all, I learned that just because something is faster 
doesn’t mean that it’s the right way.  We also learned not to say bad words and act more 
professional, or else do pushups. 
Max Reichman 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our greatest challenge was getting to know each other.  We are nine strangers 
expected to get along in the woods while learning to do trail work.  I can’t think of a 
more awkward time in my life.  But we made it through the week just fine and dug about 
a mile of new trail.  We were all pretty excited to see our accomplishment by week’s end. 
Larry 
 
Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Red 
Crew Leader: Larry Abels 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Wonderland Trail 
National Forest: Mount Rainier 
Ranger District: 
 



Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, this weekend we were at a weekend site just chillin’.  We did some rec 
trips.  Some went to the beach, some went to caves.  I guess in the caves, Mike found a 
bat “the size of a cow!”  At the beach I rode on a sea monster, and then jumped in the 
Yellow Submarine with John Lennon. 
Alex Moyer 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing and why? 
 Our project is to lop trails, so today we hiked 10 miles, lopped 5 miles of trail, 
hiked 10 miles back, did some chores, did seed and then went to sleep.  The reason we 
did this is because the road to the site got washed out and it would be easier for us to do it 
than the park rangers. 
Blake Fancher 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goals for the week are to finish our first trail and get started on the 
second.  Also, we would like to learn to get along better, so that the next 3 weeks go by 
easier. 
Unsigned 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to set up camp in backcountry.  We also learned how to clean up 
the trails by brushing.  This has helped us a lot because we didn’t know how to brush last 
week. 
Dustin Duval 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Let us see…this week we hiked about 300 miles every day.  We lopped about 200 
of those miles.  We all met a walrus today who was very poor.  He showed us a glass 
onion which brought us to the fool on the hill.  The fool told us that if we lopped 8 hours 
a day we would end up in a land we’d never seen.  Once we had lopped all week for 8 
hours a day, we ran into strawberry fields that seemed like they went on forever.  It was 
such a challenge to navigate through it all.  While going through it we ran into a guitar.  It 
started to gently weep, as Rocky the Raccoon appeared outta nowhere.  He showed us the 
right path and we finally made it to camp.  At camp, though, we had to pretend like we 
were enjoying ourselves while Larry did bad reruns of Friends.  Then this girl named Rita 



who was a lovely Meter Maid came to show us what was within us, and what it would be 
like without us.  We were all closer after this magical mystery tour.  
Alex Moyer 
 
Session: North 3 
Crew Color: Red 
Crew Leader: Larry Abels 
Week: 3 
Project Name: Mount Rainier Flood Damage 
National Forest: Mount Rainier 
Ranger District: 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We went up to Lake George and had to leave because of the flies.  We came back 
and laid in the shade, and then at night we played “hide and go seek.”  I left the site and 
saw something weird and came back to get the guys.  We went back and saw some eyes, 
but couldn’t find out what it was so we went to bed. 
Blake Fancher 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we’re still on Mt. Rainier.  We’ve been holding contests of strength to 
see which one of us is pure hearted enough to drink the lava and turn Rainier back into 
Hot Chocolate Mountain.  It’s been quite perilous because we have to watch out for 
tripwires set up by Cyborg trees in 1955 to stop the Mongolian invasion.  Rest assured, 
though, it won’t be long until hot chocolate once again flows through the springs of this 
mountain. 
Alden Durrant 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals include finishing our job of brushing trails without going insane, and 
then making it back down the mountain.  We have been up here for awhile and have 
almost completed our task despite obstacles along the way.  We will achieve our goals, 
though, because we are strong.  I am an army of one.  To see my strength, go to 
goarmy.com. 
Max Reichman 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 This week was quite the learning experience.  Throughout these past few days 
there have been a number of unfortunate events which have occurred.  These minor 
mishaps, which we have come to realize are due to the evil queen bee (Resbiusha) and 
Mother Earth herself.  Even while dealing with these generous brain sucking G-crippling 
insects and heat waves reaching highs of 300° F, our crew still maintains a steady 800 
miles of lopped trail per day.  Through all of this, I believe our crew has come to realize 
that even when torturous creatures are amongst us and the sun beats upon us like an ape 
would a snake, we should keep bumping the yellow-top. 
Mike Johnson 
 
Friday 
 
Describe you crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week was crazy insane to the brain.  It was our second week roaming the 
strawberry fields that seemed to go on forever.  We finished the 1,000 mile trail.   This 
week however we ran into Bigfoot.  He told us in his native tongue, which turned out to 
be Navajo language, that we must leave by 6:30 am on Friday.  Otherwise we could never 
leave the fields, so we hiked for miles and miles and miles till we came across a 
mountain.  I recognized the mountain as Mt. Rainier, which before 1823 was Chocolate 
Mountain, until the man, Frank Rainier tried to drink from and turn it into a volcanic 
Mountain.  But we hike to 14,000 feet summit so that someone could hopefully turn it 
back.  We hiked for days with no sleep, wrestling bears and the infamous dodo bird 
which happened to be 6 feet tall.  When we made it to the top only six were left.  Three 
tried to drink the lava, which was the only way to change it.  Those three did not have a 
happy ending. 
 Blake was the fourth person to try.  The mountain shook, and all the sudden, milk 
chocolate exploded on us all, reviving those who failed.  We were sucked into a portal 
putting us at the van ready to journey through the place unknown event to aliens.  Now 
we are on our way to the weekend site at the top of Mt. Everest.  It will be a dangerous 
journey just to meet our fellow NYC crews. 
Alex Moyer 
�

Session:  SCC-N3       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Larry Abels 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Chain Lakes Trail 
National Forest:  Mount Baker Snoqualmie National Forest 
Ranger District:  Mount Baker RD 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, we were at the weekend site till Sunday.  Then on Sunday we drove for 
about eight hours over rainbows and under waterfalls.  It was storming like crazy.  
Raining marshmellows and crackers. Once we got to the parking lot it was just pouring.  



We started hiking with 200 pounds on our backs.  We hiked for hours not knowing where 
we were.  Blake almost fell off a 200 foot cliff, but I caught him with a hand.  It started to 
get dark so we made camp at this peak 18,000 feet from sea level.  We tried to make 
dinner, but couldn’t.  Then the food blew away.  Our new rovers saved our lives by 
killing a bear.  Thanks Rovers…and Larry. 
Alex Moyer 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
Today I worked with my NYC red crew and it was Be Your Own Boss Day today.  Alex 
and Max, they were elated to be boss, and knowing Alex, he wanted to stop working.  He 
told everybody to go back to their tents and go to sleep, which we did and nobody had to 
work.  Larry thought different and got fired.  Unforgivable. 
Unsigned 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
Our goals include staying alive in this stormy, foggy, hot, bug infested worksite.  Another 
goal was for no one to get hurt, but Bigfoot already ruined that by almost getting 
hyperthermia and almost getting dehydrated.  So not only did he freeze to death in the 
snowy rain storm, he also almost died in the 118° weather, that was extremely hot.  
Thanks a lot Bigfoot.  Our last and final goal is to finish this 800 mile trail that we almost 
finished today.  All we have left is to put up the sign.  Ha ha.   
Dustin Duval 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned to survive on Mt. Everest.  We learned that the cuter an 
animal is, the warmer the fur.  Guinea pigs are great.)  We also learned about paper trails 
and when to use cash or other forms of payment. 
Alden Durrant 
 
Friday 
  
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 So yeah!  This week we were in the Amazon searching for the fabled 3 tongued 
lizard man.  Dustin and G spent the first couple days searching for the beast.  They never 
returned but we kept searching no matter what.  Next Mike left by himself.  He was gone 
for a few hours and came back missing a limb.  He was in such shock he couldn’t speak 
for a long time.  He told us it was the beast and it was green, blue, pink and orange.  It 
had three tongues, three fingers and toes and a long tail.  We kept close and crossed about 
three rivers that were 200 feet wide.  On Thursday we lost Mike, Blake and Alden to 
hypothermia.  Bigfoot was kept going into heat stroke.  Larry and Mandy tried to keep us 



calm, but we couldn’t.  Me and Max ran separate ways.  I didn’t make it because I fell in 
another river full of piranhas and alligators.  Max ended up running into Larry and 
Mandy Friday morning.  They were very scared.  All of the sudden a loud scream came 
from the bushes.  Out of the bushes came the three tongued lizard, who turned out to 
be… Kaleb!  So we were all safe and now we are going to S. Korea to take on H. Chi 
Min’s Army or 1,000 dead Samurai.  I hope we can make it through the dread sea 
monster swamp, but first we have to go through lava infested forests full of man eating 
marsh mellows and cheese and navigate through the meadow of Doom full of mini sized 
T-rexes.  Wish us luck! 
Alex Moyer 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       RED 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Larry Abels 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Image Creek Trail 
National Forest: Salem BLM 
Ranger District:  Table Rock Wilderness 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Well, first we went on a huge big hike.  We hiked for 200 days nonstop.  During 
that hike we ran into a fat ugly wolverine.  Then we ran into a hairy man that looked like 
God.  He said that his name was Hairy Larry.  Anyway we got back to a place where the 
wolves and Hairy Larry took us.  They said that we had to dig to China and we only had 
one week.  And then we had to kidnap China and bring them back so they could work. 
Kyle Parent 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Well, our project this week is to dig to China, bring Chinese people back so they 
can work for these two guys.  Where we are now is under the Atlantic Ocean fighting off 
gigantic earth worms and bugs.  Why we are doing this is because if we do not, Hairy 
Larry will whip us and then feed us to the big fat wolverine who does not need to be fed. 
Kyle Parent 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 First of all I need to finish steeping this tea bag.  Anyways, now that my main 
goal of the week has been met, I’m pretty sure that I’m supposed to talk about real goals.  
Alex just broke a cooler and tried to cover it up so Larry won’t find out.  Oh wait, he just 
fixed it, but Larry still found out.  LOL ha ha ha.  Anyways, it’s the last week and our 
goal is to have an awesome week.   



Max Reichman 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 Well this week we learned a very important lesson.  For Big foot we should not be 
messin’.  We went to a far off land you know.  Where mountains are bare and rivers don’t 
flow and 1,000 dead warriors preparing for mortal combat…  People like Scorpion and 
King Lo with the hat.  And one creature we met, Bigfoot, no lie.  He said get ready to 
fight, get ready to fly.  He fought and we fought without any end.  Fill G and Blake came 
back in the end.  Bigfoot was crazy.  He would not die so our lesson is don’t mess with 
Bigfoot.  I tell you no lie. 
Alex Moyer 
 
Friday 
  
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
 This week we had to function with only six because G and Blake were both eaten 
by a mutant Cyborg Pterodactyl.  Regardless, we worked like twelve.  We had to rip out 
blue crew’s little twigs from a turnpike.  The  I picked up a log twenty foot in diameter 
and replaced the twig by myself.  Max cut these trees down with a single karate chop.  
Dustin foreman-ned with such skill that he had four hands on his hips.  Red Crew Ain’t 
Nothin’ to mess with! 
Alden Durrant 
 
 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when we were on the trail and I was lifting big 
rocks.  
Kyle Parent 
 
My most challenging was when it was raining and foggy and muddy but I kept working. 
Max Reichman 
 
The time I hurt my knee at work and then I had to limp. 
Alden Durrant 
 
The time we had to save Bigfoot when he got hypothermia in Siberia.  It was crazy. 
Alex Moyer 
 
When we had to hike through Siberia and Blake and Kyle almost died. 
Dustin Duval 
 



The hike into our campsite fourth week. 
Michael Johnson 
 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Eat all my food until it hurts and then keep eating till it’s gone. 
Alden Durrant 
 
Use nature when I must. 
Alex Moyer 
 
I will always work hard and do my best. 
Kyle Parent 
 
Try to be healthier in how I live, think and eat. 
Max Reichman 
 
Work hard. 
Dustin Duval 
 
Think twice before making bets. 
Michael Johnson 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
At NYC I learned three things:  Don’t make Larry mad, don’t make Mandy mad, Kaleb is 
insane. 
Alex Moyer 
 
I learned how to use tools and make friends.   
Kyle Parent 
 
I learned valuable work and life skills. 
Max Reichman 
 
I learned how to make new friends, deal with others and work all day. 
Dustin Duval 
 
How to make trails, and more importantly, deal with people. 
Alden Durrant 
 
I learned the meaning of leadership. 
Michael Johnson 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 



I will always remember the people here.  They are awesome.   
Dustin Duval 
 
I will always remember the constant arguing, it is fun. 
Michael Johnson 
 
I will always remember how fun it is at NYC.   
Kyle Parent 
 
Being Larry in our skit.  It was cool. 
Alex Moyer 
 
Is that I completed something challenging. 
Max Riechman 
 
When Max re-enacted, Last of the Mohicans… 
Alden Durrant 
  
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
Going crawdadding, work in Siberia and sleeping.   
Mike Johnson 
 
The first week, working in Siberia and the last week. 
Dustin Duval 
 
Siberia for sure, mining gorp, sleeping. 
Alex Moyer 
 
Funny things Larry did, hanging out with cool people and moving big stuff. 
Max Reichman 
 
Mt, Rainier, hanging out, all five weeks. 
Kyle Parent 
 
Fighting in sleeping bags, travelling through Siberia and taking CRABS. 
Alden Durrant 
YELLOW  
 



 
 
Session:  SCC-N3    
Crew Color: Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Fort to Sea Trail 
National Forest: National Park Service 
Ranger District:  Lewis and Clark National Historic Monument 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We had orientation, which consists of learning all kinds of good things like 
checking vehicle fluids, digging latrines, swing tools and, oh my!  What a long strange 
trip this is going to be. 
Shaun Riley 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week consists of shoveling gravel into two wheelbarrows and 
hauling the wheelbarrow down already graveled trail.  Where the gravel stops we dump 



the wheelbarrow.  This process is repeated endlessly, often to the tune of Queen’s hit 
song, “I Want to Ride My Bicycle.”   
 We are near Astoria/seaside at Fort Clatsop along the Fort to Sea Trail.  We are 
making ADA Trail, so that everyone (and I mean everyone) can enjoy nature and history 
and the planet we call Earth. 
Travis Fahner 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 

·  To finish trail 
·  To overcome any/all obstacles 
·  To cook unburnt food and not too much of it 
·  And many many others that can’t be expressed in words. 

Kyle Garcia 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what you crew learned this week: 

·  How to live in a tent with others 
·  How to cook tofu and nature burger 
·  How to shovel/wheelbarrow/brush and duff 
·  How to tell total strangers I love you and ask for a smile.  Yeah, smiles… 

Quentin Foster 
 
Friday 
  
Describe what you crew learned this week: 

·  To wake with the sun 
·  To work hard daily 
·  To eat all the food cooked. 
·  Making it through the week 

Melissa Ellis 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Deep Creek Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
Ranger District:  Snoqualmie-Enumclaw 
 
Monday 
  
Describe your favorite childhood memory: 



 My favorite childhood memory is when I was three years old and my mom got me 
a red charge up Ferrari car for Christmas.  Even though it only went like 3 mph, it was 
fun, but that day I ended up breaking it cause after I was done playing in it, the fuse blew.  
I was mad. 
Quentin Foster 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we’re working on the Deep Creek Trail in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest.  Best National Forest in the whole world!  We’re moving large objects 
like logs and rocks and small objects like sticks and roots and pieces of duff.  There’s 
also a fair amount of cutting down and peeling trees.  Woohoo!  The end result will be a 
highly prettified and beautified section of trail with some sweet steps and drainage 
structures. 
 Why?  Cause Bob told us to. 
Arianna Goodman 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your first crush! 
 My first crush was a girl named Lindsey Rynerich.  I remember it was in fourth 
grade and as the years progressed, she became more and more attractive.  I got rejected 
though, because she thought I was creepy.  SURPRISE!!!  That crush lasted five years.  
I’m over it.  I gotta say though, she had cooties I could handle. 
Travis Fahner 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe the last time you cried. 
 What a coincidence that I have been given this journal entry on a day like today.  
The last time I cried was during our hike in to work this morning.  NYC provides an 
environment where I find myself growing both mentally and physically.  This growth is 
fast and usually surprising.  This morning I think that my body was done with that growth 
for the time being.  Sleep deprivation, high emotions and, of course, a bundle of sore 
muscles all contributed to the tears that few out of my half opened eyes this morning.  
Honestly though, I don’t mind a good cry if I get to be in a place like this. 
Maddy Miller 
 
Friday 
  
What was your favorite cartoon growing up and why? 
 Tom and Jerry because the mouse beat up the cat and it was entertaining!  Tom 
and Jerry were very funny cartoons.  Tom and Jerry are amazing! 
Melissa Ellis 
 



Session:  SCC-N3       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Snoqualmie Lake Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
Ranger District:  Snoqualmie-North Bend RD 
 
Monday 
 
If you had to have a theme song, what would it be and why? 
 If I had a theme song it would be…  I Miss You by Blink 182 cause I couldn’t 
think of anything else and that song’s stuck in my heard.  I like how it goes and flows, 
though I didn’t get it at first.  I like songs where you really gotta think and find the 
meaning. 
   ���������� �
Ethel Solorzano �  
 
Tuesday 
 
What’s the dumbest thing you’ve ever done (Keep appropriate.) 
 Read Stephen King’s, The Shining until 2:00 AM last session, keeping everyone 
including myself awake.  We all regretted it the next day.  Everyone was grumpy and 
tired and we hardly got much work done.  The girls kicked our butts that day. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
Wednesday 
 
If each person in your crew was an animal, what would they be and why?   
Arianna:  Beaver because she is very smart and likes to swim. 
Katy:  Panther because I’m very protective, stoic at times and sort of mysterious. 
Monte:  Jack rabbit because he’s always on the go and small but strong. 
Travis:  Gopher because he acts like a gopher and likes to laugh. 
Quentin:  Flamingo because he is a goofy person who stands on one leg. 
Kaleb:  Grizzly bear because he’s big and tuff but still has his soft side. 
Ethel:  Butterfly because she is beautiful and happy all the time. 
Maddy:  Baboon because she likes to scream and beat villages with sticks. 
Melissa: Duck because it’s hard to ruffle her feathers. 
Kyle:  Fox because he is sly and on the prowl. 
Sahun:  Polar bear:  Chiller but of the same time hay-nar-nar 
Kristian:  She is small, observant and wise yet strikingly interesting. 
Kati Liepold 
Thursday 
 
Favorite memory of your father: 



 One day my dad tried to follow me up a tree about 70 feet high.  He got 60 feet 
and fell 40 feet into some bushes.  Fell out of those onto a tree like it was a horse and 
blew the entire crotch and back of his pants out and had to work the rest of the day in the 
snow.   
Monte Porter 
 
Friday 
  
Describe what would be the world’s ultimate bicycle? 
 I think that the world’s best bicycle would have spinners on it and it could fly and 
go fast and it would be yellow. 
Quentin Foster 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Diamond Peak Wilderness Trail Maintenance 
National Forest: Willamette  
Ranger District:  Middle Fork 
 
Monday 
 
How much do you love NYC? 
 There is a little saying that goes “that which doesn’t kill you makes you stronger,” 
and the fact that I am still here writing this journal must mean I am pretty dang strong…  
NYC is one of my favorite places in this world…  It brings challenge in my times of 
utmost weakness; comfort in times in which I am about to crumble and new found 
knowledge as I turn the page of my life to face a world less favorable… Oh heck, I love 
NYC. 
Katy Liepold  
 
Tuesday 
 
What is the weirdest thing you have eaten? 
 It was a snail that was sautéed in garlic butter. 
Melissa Ellis 
 
Wednesday 
 
If I had one bad superpower and had to use it this week, what would it be? 
 If I had to have a super-power that was bad, it would be to turn everything that I 
touch into OX and make it cluck like a chicken with its’ head cut off. 
Monte Porter 
 
Thursday 



 
What do you like better: 
 Eyeballs or tongues   Banjos or kazoos 
 Silence or noise   Fingernails or toenails  
 Running or walking   Beautiful smiles or hilarious faces 
 Bees or wasps    Sunrises or sunsets 
 Spiders or Mosquitoes  Forests/Mountains or sand/beach  
 Hands or feet    Biscuits/gravy or bacon/eggs 
 Sight or sound    Wet sleeping bag or wet PPG 
 Work or play    Bicycles or motorcycles 
 Tonka trucks or legos   Coffee or tea 
It’s your opinion. 
[You can add more if you want to.] 
Travis Fahrner 
   
Friday 
  
What’s you biggest fear in life? 
 When my best friend and I were five or six, one of us, after visiting the aquarium 
I think, decided that sharks, not only were they creatures of the wide open ocean, were 
also fierce land predators.  And not only were they air-breathing land creatures, sharks 
also lived deep, deep, deep into the deepest darkest corners of our bedroom closets.  
Landsharks.  The had beady red eyes, seven inch long dagger like choppers, perfect 
senses of sight, smell, hearing, ESP and all that jazz…  And their favorite food?  Little 
girls.  If a landshark got to you (and they could if they wanted—these monsters were like 
cheetahs on fins) your death would be bloody, humble, painful, messy—probably perfect 
subject matter for a second rate horror flick…or comedy—I dunno. 
 Anyway landsharks obviously aren’t real.  I cleaned out my closet a while ago 
and they weren’t there.  None under my bed either…  Annie, my friend renounced her 
belief in landsharks at the age of 9 and so did I on the same day.  But I didn’t mean it.  
Some irrational part of me very, very much believes in landsharks and KNOWS that 
every night as I fall asleep in the dark, a pair of glowing red eyes slides open up casting 
an evil light on an evil pair of fins that slap forward, one after another, towards my bed.  
One night this beast will actually get hungry and on that day, my life will end. 
Arianna Goodman 
 
Sunday 
 
What goes through Kristian’s mind during a typical moment of silence? 
I am thankful for the food and anyone who had anything to do with it. 
From the SEED and workers on it who sowed it to those who reaped it. 
To the drivers that delivered it to the produce people who placed it and  
shop folk who bought it but mostly right now I’m thankful  
for the kids who prepared it and even more than that I’m thankful 
for the kids, all of them, because they’re here and they’re doing it 
and we’ve no accidents and no injuries and we’re safe and sound and 



in a beautiful place and I’m thankful for all that and more… 
Written by:  Kristian Winston 
 
Sunday 
 
Please list out of order humankind’s five greatest inventions: 

1. Sports 
2. The bicycle 
3. The marker 
4. Gold Bond 
5. Money 

Monte Porter 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       YELLOW 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Kristian Winston 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Diamond Peak Wilderness Trail Maintenance 
National Forest: Willamette 
Ranger District:  Middle Fork 
 
Monday 
 
Top Ten List:  Best uses of duct tape: 

1. taping feet 
2. tools 
3. holding things together 
4. taping hands 
5. taping legs 
6. taping arms 
7. taping someone’s mouth 
8. burning 
9. eating 
10. blindfolding someone 

Kyle Garcia 
  
Tuesday 
 
Top Ten List:  Reasons why Julie might shake her head 

1. looking at Kristian 
2. looking at her feet 
3. duct type 
4. ox 
5. peanut butter and Julie 
6. swampers 
7. Adam Sandler 



8. Ducks 
9. mullets 
10. this list 

Shaun Riley 
 
Wednesday 
 
Top Ten:  Uses of a polaski? 

1. splitting wood 
2. skinning logs 
3. taking out stumps 
4. trail digging 
5. good wake up call 
6. knocking out your enemy 
7. digging holes 
8. shaving face/armpits/legs 
9. cutting up meat 
10. pulling up rocks 

Melissa Ellis 
 
Thursday 
 
Top Ten List:  Why Kristian gives the hairy eyeball/what’s she thinking? 

1. Die, underling 
2. How stupid are you? 
3. Is he staring at me? 
4. I think Brittney’s hot 
5. Oh my G-d 
6. How long will it take to freak out Katy 
7. Coca Cola for life 
8. Dang bees 
9. Vesper 
10. Wagon Wheel 

The Yellow Crew Together 
 
Friday 
  
Top Ten List:  Best uses for busted boots: 

1. Decoration  
2. Smashing in the toes for pleasure 
3. Talking with the toes 
4. Water shoes 
5. Camp shoes 
6. Throwing at people who don’t listen 
7. Great B-day present 
8. Make Julie shave her head 



9. Makes one more use for duct tape 
10. Great water bottle 

Unsigned 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
  
Monday of the fourth week…  We hiked and worked on a four mile stretch of trail and it 
was raining.  Then we had to set up camp.  It was challenging, but one of the best days in 
my view because we all huddled together in one of the backcountry tents and listened to a 
PH and that made it all ok and awesome all together! 
Katy Liepold 
 
The third Sunday we hiked eight miles with heavy packs and then afterwards I ended up 
getting to the lake and we made camp. 
Shaun Riley 
 
Third week when we were told that we were supposed to have an easy hike that was 
turning into an eight mile hike. 
Monte Porter 
 
The eight mile hikes in and out third week. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
Eight mile hike! 
Melissa Ellis 
 
The eight mile hike. 
Kyle Garcia 
 
Having to pop a huge abnormal blister then put up with it for two weeks.  Yay!  Oh and 
having everyone sing together, dancing and laughing like ordinary kids. 
Ethel Vasquez 
 
Hiking back eight miles from our campsite on the third week.  The trail seemed like it 
would never end and I ended up blistered all over. 
Arianna Goodman 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 

1. Listening to music in the van, 2.  Huddling in the BC tents and snuggling, 3.  The 
last two weeks all together, especially swimming and being with my crew!  I love 
you Yellow! 

Katy Liepold 
 

1. The hikes, 2.  the family I made here, 3.  the mud fight I had with our swamper 
Shaun Riley 



 
1. Dance party 
2. Leaders of the day 
3. My smoker buddy, Shaun 

Monte Porter 
 

1. Dance Party 
2. First week happiness 
3. Last week happiness 

Travis Fahrner 
 
Eight mile hike! 
Hanging with the crew! 
Dance party 
Melissa Ellis 
 

1. Dance party 
2. Solos 
3. Last day 

Kyle Garcia 
 

1. Dance party!  �  
2. Swimming 
3. The haunted house 

Ethel Solorzano �  
 

1. Listening to music on the bus 
2. Finding Princess Spicy Diamonds 
3. Watching the handless tortilla eating contest 

Arianna Goodman 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
1.  Be patient and courteous because it always pays off, 2.  listen to your crew leaders 

even if you have other interests � , 3.  Never take life for granted…  Love it, live it to 
the fullest… Never stop improving, learning, loving, dancing, smiling, crying, overall 
loving life because it becomes a memory before you know it. 

Katy Liepold 
 
I learned how to make trails, put up tents, to learn what I want to do with my life, learn 
from my mistakes. 
Shaun B. Riley 
 
Not to judge people by their cover. 
Monte Porter 
 



How to work harder, make friends, be generous. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
Patience.  Work. 
Melissa Ellis 
 
How to work hard. 
Kyle Garcia 
 

1. What a simple smile can do 
2. bear hangs and survival tips 
3. What the true meaning of Christmas is…  Just kidding, the strengths we all hold 

inside. �  �  
Ethel Solorzano 
 

1. Be patient, be patient, be patient 
2. All sorts of interesting dances 
3. A little dirt never hurt anyone 

Arianna Goodman 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
Life is tough and you always have to be ready to take the challenge…  Be ready to 
acclimate to any situation.  Put the best foot forward and never give up because life never 
stops…  It keeps going, whether you are ready or not, so be ready.  �  
Katy Liepold 
 
The crew, the hard times, the good times, all times so I say, everything.  
Shaun B. Riley 
 
My family and my family that I made. 
Monte Porter 
 
My crew. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
My crew. 
Melissa Ellis 
 
My crew.   
Kyle Garcia 
 
Everyone’s smiles and their laughter from comb jokes to funny things our crew did. 
Ethel Solorzano �  
 



To wear dry socks and, of course, the wonderful yellow crew and all the beautiful places 
we saw. 
Arianna Goodman 
 
FROM NOT ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Stir peanut butter, look at the bright side of life, listen to Queen and see yellow, take 20 
minutes to get into water I plan to swim in, scowl at RVs/campers, be completely 
comfortable and love Kristian Winston and yellow crew!!! 
Katy Liepold 
 
I am going to work hard for the world to make it better. 
Shaun B. Riley 
 
Look at all trails with a criticizing eye. 
Monte Porter 
 
Work hard. 
Travis Fahrner 
 
Follow through with things. 
Melissa Ellis 
 
Work harder. 
Kyle Garcia 
 
Appreciate things, take care of my feet and never stop smiling �  
Ethel Solorzano 
 
Appreciate toilet paper, family, friends, running water, good trails, electric lights, blue 
skies and Queen. 
Arianna Goodman 
 



 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       ORANGE  
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  Saddle Trail 
National Forest: Table Rock Wilderness 
Ranger District:  Salem 
 
Sunday 
 
What do you want to learn about trails?  (work, tools, environment…) 
 How to actually build trail, what do the tools do, how do you use them?  What 
will building trail consist of?  What will the worksite look like?  How hard is it to use 
tools?  What does work consist of? 
Storm Smith 
  
Monday 
 
First day of work…What was it like?  What did you do? 
Well, today was hard work like climbing the trail with all the tools and what I did was 
some check steps, draining dips and brushing. 
Malcolm Wilson 



 
Tuesday 
 
Favorite food, where you eat it, who make is and why do ya like it? 
 I have lots of favorite food but my favorite would have to be anything my 
grandmother made—it was all so good.  I would eat it with her and the rest of the family 
at her house.  My other favorite food would be anything made at NYC because of the 
sweat and joy put into it lets me know that food is a beautiful thing.  What can be better 
than having great food with great friends in the challenging, adventuresome woods? 
Dustin Hull (Dumpster) 
 
Wednesday 
 
Hump day is here!  How is work going?  Favorite project on the trail so far? 
 Hump day.  Woohoo!  Work is going great.  Our contact is greatly impressed.  He 
said that we have accomplished more in three days than other conservations/work crews 
have done in a week.  My favorite project is check steps.  First time for everything, and 
it’s awesome.  We are so great.  Orange crew out. 
Dustin Hull (Dumpster) 
 
Thursday 
  
If all the freaky people make the beauty of the world… who are those people and 
what do they do? 
 WE are the freaky people!  …and we work our hardest and we don’t make fun of 
people and don’t care what people think or say…  if it’s bad.  We are also respectful 
people and know what the beauty of the world looks like. 
Jon Owren 
 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week: 2 
Project Name:  Baker Lake Trail 
National Forest: Mt Baker-Snoqualmie 
Ranger District:   
 
Weekend Site 
 
Where did you go?  What did you do? 
 We went somewhere by Mt. St. Helen.  Me and Jeff help these people make a fort 
then Jeff ran after the car. 
Malcolm Wilson 
  
Tuesday 



 
Describe why each tree is different in this forest… 
 God made trees the same way he made us; beautiful, brilliant, big… 
Tray Brumfield 
 
Wednesday 
 
If you could make a super tool, what would it be? 
 It would be a mix between a pulaski, a vending machine, a bowstaff (Just so I 
could slaughter a Beefstick), a pet and paper so I could write raps, a sandwich, Angelina 
Jolie, Angelina Jolie’s lips, biscuits and Notorious BIG.  Holla. 
 Orange crew till death… or until September 1.       
                 �
            
Sammy Girard 
 
Thursday 
 
If you could change one thing about MTV? 
 Better music.  All that I love, more of it.  “VIDEOS STAY! 
Johnathan Cato 
 
 
 
Friday 
  
Make us a horror story about your camp: 
 We were starting work in the morning and we didn’t know that a bear was 
stalking us.  It waited till we were gone to move in.  When we left, it knew we were 
going to be gone for a long time, so it went in our campsite and started tearing 
EVERYTHING APART!.  It scratched my guitar case.  It tore up Melissa’s tent into little 
pieces and ate whatever people shouldn’t have in their tents!  And Storm’s shoes got 
knawed on!  We were still working when our contacts were walking by and told us what 
happened.  We were FREAKING OUT MAN! 
 Tons of Fun 
Jon Owren 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week: 3 
Project Name:  Baker Lake Trail 
National Forest: Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
Ranger District:  Mt. Baker 
 
Sunday 



 
How was the hike this weekend?  Where did we go?  What did you see? 
 The hike was nice and fun.  On the way back there were some sweet views of Mt. 
Baker and rolling green plains.  We hiked to Watson Lake, a five mile hike there and 
back.  It was NOT a gradual slope like the contact said! 
Brandon Johnson 
Monday 
 
Last dream that you had? 
 I had a dream that I went home, got all dressed up “clean”.  Then I took a car 
“mom’s BMW”.  Went to a friend’s house.  After that we went to the beach and had a 
picnic, then slept under the stars.  It was a great dream because it felt like I was home and 
I missed no one.  I was free, I was happy and I was enjoying it.  Ohh, home, sweet home, 
how I miss you… 
Johnathon Cato 
 
Tuesday 
 
If your crew was an animal, what would they be and why? 
 Black wolf because they would always stick together. 
Geoff Carnley 
 
Wednesday 
 
If you could be a part of any sports team past or present, what squad would it be 
and why?   
 I would be on the ‘89 SF 49ers team because Joe Montana and Jerry Rice were 
the greatest team ever. 
Malcolm Wilson 
 
Thursday 
 
If you could choose any other item issued by NYC, what would it be and why? 
 If I chose one item in addition to the year we have it, it would be a totter like Leif 
and Otis had.  But unlike a normal toter, it would be full of food, more specifically meat 
and also a microwave.  The toter would make it so we didn’t carry tools and the 
microwave and food would make us happy. 
Tom Lord 
 
 
 Session:  SCC-N3       ORANGE 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa Bennett 
Week: 4 
Project Name:  Piper Pass Pet 
National Forest: Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 



Ranger District:  Skykomish 
 
Monday 
 
Talk about our hike to our backcountry camp… 
 The day was cursed by rain and we all were freezing and morale was low.  Four 
people threatened to quit, but made it up the mountain and feel great about the sun 
shining. 
Storm Smith 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Backcountry food is way easier to cook…  all ya do is heat H2O and throw food 
in a pot.  Don’t burn it though cause it tastes like smoke when you do.  Bear hangs are 
hard to hang.  Packs are Super Heavy to carry.  But the memories last 4-eva. 
Tom Lord 
 
Wednesday 
 
If you blast something with 25 lbs of plastic explosive, what would it be? 
 The state of Washington, excluding us and that store I found that backpack, 
because this state is AWFUL!  We don’t need more that 25 lbs. because this state is weak 
and things that are weak crumble easily.  Long live Oregon and all the beauty that it 
holds.  Hallelujah! 
Sammy Girard 
 
Thursday 
 
Why would a rock randomly and spontaneously fall down a hill and try to kill your 
crew leader? 
 Rocks are attracted to short people.  They spend their whole lives waiting for the 
perfect knock out shot on the shortest person possible.  Since both crew leaders are short, 
the rocks see their chance and take it. 
Brandon Johnson 
 
Friday 
  
Internet Site…  Make one…  What would it do?  How would the public use it? 
 I would make a proxy site, well a site that I can get on at school.  When I get back 
from NYC I am going to find out how to access my home computer.  Then I could get 
info off it if I forget something at home, I would have it.  My friend knows how to do 
this, but I don’t yet. 
John Cato 
 
Session:  SCC-N3       ORANGE 



Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Melissa 
Week: 5 
Project Name:   
National Forest: Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
Ranger District:  Skykomish 
 
Monday 
 
Describe your backcountry experience…favorite part so far? 
 Well, Sundays have been cursed by rain and are never forgiving.  It’s been tough 
the first few days, but we are still hanging in there.  Most of everyone’s clothes are still 
somewhat damp, and especially mine from last Sunday.  Other than that, things have 
been pretty fun and interesting. 
 My favorite part so far would have to be today since I got to sleep 13 hours and 
also when the lady hiker who was video-taping us gave us Snickers candy bars, but other 
than that, today just sucked. 
Brandon Johnson 
 
Tuesday 
 
If you could make a tool, what would it look like and what would it do? 
 It would be part Pulaski, part hazel-hoe, double-sided.  It would be so dangerous 
because it would be so sharp on ALL sides!  I could probably only use it.  I would be the 
only one to master all of the proper techniques without cutting all my limbs off. 
Jon Owren (aka—Tons of Fun!)   
 
(Sketch of tool here.) 
 
Wednesday 
 
Favorite part of our trail…or work you’ve done on the trail… 
 I think my favorite part of the trail work I’ve have done was the rock bar and step 
up bars at Glacier Lake Trail on the PCT. 
Malcolm Wilson 
 
Thursday 
 
Name and make your very own candy shop… Where would you be and what type of 
sweet delicious goods would you sell? 
 I would have a candy shop about midway between Snoqualmie Pass and Stevens 
Pass next to the PCT.  It would be called Precious Candy Trailside Shop or the PCT Shop 
for short.  I would sell Ramen, fruit leather, chewy bars and king size Snickers.  Finally I 
would direct hikers to a wonderful section of trail that NYC North 3 Orange Crew 2007 
completed! 
Jani, the rover 



 
Friday 
  
Describe what you crew learned this week: 
We learned that Washington isn’t so bad after all 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when we had to climb up 5 ½ miles to Glacier 
Lake with heavy packs on our backs. 
Jon Owren 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the 5 ½ mile hike up to Glacier Lake. 
Brandon Johnson 
 
The most challenging day was the 5.5 mile hike. 
Storm Smith 
 
The 5.5 mile hike. 
Geoff C. 
 
My most challenging day would be relaxing on Saturday—not doing anything while my 
crew did an eleven mile hike in five hours. 
Dumpster (Dustin Hull) 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the 5 ½ mile climb up to Glacier Lake with heavy, 
heavy packs on our backs. 
Malcolm Wilson (aka Brother M) 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was the day we hiked 5 ½ miles with heavy packs in 
the rain. 
Tom Lord 
 
Besides the physical challenges every session, we’re all pushed many ways; such as can I 
eat this or what is a bat cave.  One of the hardest challenges out here would have to be 
family, missing them, missing smells, and missing someone that you can turn to.  But 
then we all realize that we turn into a family.  Through the tough times and the long 
drives, we may fall but we always have someone to help us up.  This is my second family 
and they will help us on every challenge that comes our way. 
John Cato 
 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
One would have to be when we are singing on trail. Another one is when Dillon quit 
because he was pissing me off and another good one was when we got to sleep in until 
noon. 



Jon Owren 
 
One was playing guitar with Jon O.  Another is when we got to sleep 13 hours, and the 
last is when I got to shower and get clean. 
Brandon Johnson 
 
One singing on the trail, sleeping until noon, doing my PH.  
Storm Smith 
 

1. Dillon Quitting 
2. Slept till noon 
3. Cooking 

P-Chop (Geoff C.) 
 

1. Bonding with my crew 
2. Building bridges 
3. Being on the PCT 

Dumpster (Dustin Hull) 
 
Bonding with the crew and crew leader 
Listen to Jon O. Sing 
When Dillon quit, because he was pissing me off. 
Malcolm Wilson (aka Brother M) 
 

1. Crosscutting the tree with Malcolm 
2. Watching people trip daily 
3. Building the two bridges. 

Tom Lord 
 
Well, building bridges are amazing projects to get put so that is one of them.  Hiking 50 
<sometimes miles with two grizzlies, two tents and a ton of food up hills.  My pack was 
so heavy.  It was not my favorite on the way up, but when I got up to camp, it was so 
amazing.  So that is #2.  Haha…hmmm.  My last favorite moment of NYC is when I 
graduate and get to say goodbye. 
John Cato 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 
 
I learned how to cook, sharpen pulaskis, and live without home necessities. 
Jon Owren 
 
I learned how to be a leader, cook over a small flame and how to push my limits. 
Brandon Johnson 
 
I learned to cook and sharpen tools. 
Storm Smith 



 
To cook for a lot of people. 
P-Chop (Geoff C.) 
 
Patience, better leadership skills. 
Dustin Hull 
 
I learned how to sharpen pulaskis and how to live in the nature world and to push my 
limits. 
Malcolm Wilson 
 
I learned many technical skills and also how to cook.   
(Also to be patient) 
Tom Lord   
 
I have learned many technical skills here that will help me farther on in my life. 
John Cato 
 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
I will always remember the stinkiness of everyone. 
Jon Owren 
 
I will always remember the views I shared with my crew. 
Brandon Johnson 
 
I will always remember the views. 
Storm Smith 
 
All the pushups Melissa made me do. 
P-Chop (Geoff C.) 
 
Working on the PCT with great guys. 
Dustin Hull 
 
I will always remember the tree me and Tom cut.   
Malcolm Wilson (aka Brother M) 
 
I will always remember the friends I made in the woods. 
Tom Lord 
 
 I will remember the challenges, the views, the food and the moments when I pushed my 
self as hard as I can.  The friends that I made I will never forget, nor will I ever forget the 
journey that I take when I come back here. 
John Cato 
 



FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
I will always appreciate everything I have at home. 
Jon Owren 
 
I will appreciate home and everything I have at home. 
Brandon Johnson 
 
I‘ll always be a neat freak. 
Storm Smith 
 
Probably not sleep in a bed. 
Dustin Hull 
 
I will always appreciate nature, my family and friends.   
Malcolm Wilson (aka Brother M) 
 
From now on I will see more beauty in nature. 
Tom Lord 
 

 


