
Dear NYC graduates, 
 
Well, it’s that time of year here at NYC, with the final tool count completed and the rigs 
neatly tucked into their winter parking spaces, its time to sit back, reflect on the season 
and start recounting the tales of adventure and hardship that you’ll someday tell your 
grandkids.  This journal is a small reflection of your crew’s experiences this year; 
footnotes, scribbled at the end of a long day by hands aching from swinging a tool.  To 
anyone else who hasn’t lived outside for over a month, done a safety circle at 5:30 AM, 
done the pushup-challenge, or chugged a gallon of vesper, these notes might not seem 
like much.  But I hope that for you they are a small key to unlocking memories that will 
stay with you for a lifetime.  And I’m not just referring to memories of smelly vans, 
blistered feet, and poison oak rashes.  Sure that’s all part of the gig; but it’s the shared 
hardships that bring people together and forge memories of good friends, great 
achievements, and incredible places. 
 
Thank you for taking on the adventure of NYC this season.  With your commitment, 
courage and hard work NYC crews have left a lasting legacy.  While you were slogging 
through the woods, huddling around the fire, sharpening pulaskis, or finishing the last 
remnants of a too-large meal; up to twenty-five other crews were doing the same things 
across Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Arizona and Northern California.  The work 
completed by NYC crews went farther than ever before, pleased a record number of 
project sponsors, helped out the natural areas and communities in the Northwest, and, 
most importantly, showed the general public that teens are responsible enough to 
complete a hard job with style! 
 
As you embark on your next adventure, whatever it may be, remember the things you did 
here.  Remember the challenges you faced and that nothing is impossible.  All you need 
is a fistful of GORP, a PB&J and some good friends in your bump line.  Rock On!! 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
 

 
 
Adam Taylor 
Program Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

YELLOW CREW 
 

Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week:  1 
Project Name:  Roosevelt Fence (Week 1 of 3) 
National Forest:  Army Corps of Engineers 
Field Office:  Portland 
 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We arrived at orientation Saturday afternoon.  We were informed of our duties 
and we were run through a “Day in Camp.”  It was a day of unpacking all the things that 
were entirely unnecessary.  Naturally the first night of camp it rained.  We awoke the 
next morning drenched, walked out to the kitchen tent in the rain and were promptly 
given our rain gear.  We were also given our assignments and assembled into three crews.     
Jeff Mathis 
 
 



Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 Our project this week is making a fence on a hill.  We’re in Roosevelt in 
Washington.  I don’t think anyone really knows why.  It could be for cattle or it could just 
be a fence some one wanted to put up because they had nothing better to spend money 
on.  We’re basically pounding poles into the ground with heavy objects and cementing 
other poles into the ground.  It’s pretty cool.   
Ivan Durrant 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 We are trying to complete a fence project.  We would like to be able to have all 
our posts in stably and all of the stakes in with four wires taught around them.  The crew 
is trying to get as much as possible done.  We have started securing support posts to the 
main silver posts.  Our other goals are to be safe, communicate well and cooperate well. 
Katie Wicher 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to straight barbed-wire fence and digging holes to put fence in.  
We also learned how to pour concrete and level poles to straighten them out… 
Communications was also a big role.  Our team cleared for each other which made it 
better.  We all learned to make dinner in a Dutch oven.  Learned how to build tents…  
We also learned how to prepare tools.  Safety was also number 1.  But most importantly 
we learned how to come together as a team, family and supporters for one another. 
Summer Goodman 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Throughout this week our crew has had many challenges and accomplishments.  
When we first started building the barbed-wire fence, we had to pound the posts into the 
ground.  Many of our posts would not pound into the ground all the way or they would 
hit rock.  Another major challenge our team faced was while we were building the fence 
there was a lot of wind.  Much of our personal gear would blow away and there was a lot 
of loose dust that would also blow in our faces.  Putting the barbed-wire on was also a 
challenge.  I think that our team accomplished a lot.  We were able to work as a team and 
we were able to teach each other a lot.  We were able to figure out how to pound almost 
all the posts into the ground.  We were also able to safely work with all of our barbed 
wire. 



Kellie Brett 
 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Adam’s Country Weed Project 
National Forest:   
Ranger District:  
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we went to three different spots.  First spot was Mountain Moscow.  
Second spot was Snake River.  Third spot was Idlers Rest.  At Mountain Moscow the 
crew climbed a mountain.  At the Snake River they were going to hang out, but they got 
lost.  At Idlers Rest they walked trails.  (They also got stuck for an hour!)  Wow, what 
fun! 
Ashlyn Gazley   
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you dong, why?   
 This week we’re in Idaho working on the eradication of invasive weeds.  We 
comb the farmlands all day under the scorching sun.  We’re in Idaho.  The people we 
work for are nice.  They fed us burgers yesterday and baked us cookies today.  Tomorrow 
we get pizza.  We haven’t found that many weeds but it’s ok.  
Maria Kazakova 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crew’s goal is to eradicate Mediterranean Sage, a noxious weed that has 
become quite a problem in the Council area.  We walked around in fields for eight hours.  
The locals are wonderful people and everyone loves us.  So far they have treated us to 
lunch twice. 
Sam Bowman 
 
  
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 We learned about the water cycle and maps and stuff.  We also learned how to 
identify and take out different noxious weeds.  The main weed we’ve learned about was 
Mediterranean Sage.  We learned very well what that looks like.  We also learned Tyler 
pretty much kills all of us at finding it. 
Ivan Durrant 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew had many challenges and accomplishments.  We had to walk 
through acres and acres looking for the weed Med. Sage.  This was not a major challenge 
because the weed was everywhere.  The challenge was staying focused.  It was really hot 
and we barely had any shade.  Walking rapidly became really boring.  We all found ways 
to successfully search for Med. Sage and stay focused by playing games.  Throughout the 
whole week our team weeded over 800 acres.  We all felt like we accomplished a lot. 
Kellie Brett 
 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  Little Pend Orielle Slash Piling 
National Forest:   
Ranger District:   
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Because Red crew is still in backcountry, this weekend was only Orange and 
Yellow crews at the campsite.  A lot of the drivers had their day off so everyone went to 
town first for an hour and to the lake for four hours afterwards.  Our weekend site was a 
big parking lot in McCall, Idaho.  McCall is full of rich, old people.  We went to a really 
good ice cream place. 
Maria Kazakova 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why?   
 Out project this week is slash-piling.  It’s where we thin out trees.  Then you pile 
it into piles.  We are at Little Pond Oreille.  We are piling little trees into BIG piles.  By 
the winter they will burn the piles. 
Ashlyn Gazley 



 
  
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals for this week is to pile as much slash as possible and out work the other 
yellow crew.  If we could run out the entire area we were working on it would be 
awesome.  I’m pretty sure we can do it.  We’re working pretty hard and getting lots done 
so far.  If we can keep it up I think we can out do the expectation our contact had for us.   
Ivan Durrant 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 Our crew learned a lot this week.  We first learned about different kinds of 
ecosystems and the different components to an ecosystem.  We also learned about the 
dichotomous key for common trees and how to use a dichotomous key.  We also talked 
about all the trees that we were working with this week. 
Kellie Brett 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew was slash piling.  We had firefighters working in front of us 
with chainsaws all week providing an ample amount of work for the whole crew.  The 
work was simple but as time passed it became tedious and it was difficult to focus.  By 
the end of the week our crew had pushed through the edge of the forest and completed 
our plot with time to spare.  Because we finished the area early, we spent the last day 
touching up the piles we made to make it easier for the firefighters to burn them during 
the winter. 
Jeff Mathis ? 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Haga Creek Trail Maintenance 
National Forest:  Boise 
Ranger District:  Idaho City 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 



 Our crew went on a rec trip to a lake and spent 4 hours.  Four of us swam and the 
rest of us hung out and listened to Jeff and Ivan play the guitar.  We also spent 1 ½ hours 
at town shopping.  Sunday we all packed up, split in our groups and headed to our new 
campsite.  So that’s what happened for our weekend. 
Summer Goodman 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are doing trail work.  We are at the Boise National Forest.  We are 
digging trail, building rock walls, and moving huge rocks.   
Ashlyn Gazley 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week our crew has a lot of goals.  Our first and main goal is to build and 
widen our trail.  While doing this we have found a lot of other projects we need to 
accomplish.  There are a lot of parts of the trail that are collapsed in so another goal was 
fixing these parts of the trail and figuring out how to move huge rocks. 
Kellie Brett 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned how to do a resume and interview and cover letters.  We 
also learned to do knots.  We also learned how to do trail and build rock structures.  
People also learned the magic of rolling giant rocks down the hill and watching them roll 
down the hill.  It was pretty amazing. 
Ivan Durrant 
 
  
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Our crew is working on building rock retaining walls.  We lack the large rocks 
needed to build such walls, which so far, has posed a lot of problems.  We have to carry 
large rocks up hill, which puts some of our crew members in some pretty precarious 
positions.  Although in some cases it may be dangerous, it makes for some pretty 
interesting work days.  We have made a lot of progress in areas we though would be 
impossible to work with.  We are working on an area with no shade, cloudless days, and a 
ridiculously hot sun.  All of us have been dehydrated at least once this week, most of us 
more than that. 



Jeff Mathis 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Yellow 
Crew Leader:  Jenna Ebel 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  Haga Creek Trail Maintenance 
National Forest:  Boise 
Ranger District:  Idaho City 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we ran out of iodine so we had to go into town.  We went to a little 
town called Atlanta about 30 minutes down the road.  Figured out it had a population of 
37 and a store that never opened.  We then went about a couple hours to get to Idaho City 
and hung out for awhile not finding iodine.  Since we still had no Iodine, we drove into 
Boise.  So the crew leader could go in tons of stores and finally just buy a filter.  Sunday 
we just sort of hung out. 
Ivan Durrant 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are doing rock work.  We are in the same place we were last time, 
which is Haga Creek trail in Boise National Forest.  We are building rock walls and 
wider switch backs. 
Ashlyn Gazley 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we went to finish our trail and rock work.  We’re halfway finished but 
the rocks keep falling out two days after we set them in.  The next day and a half we have 
a lot to do, but we have accomplished a lot more than we thought so we have our mind on 
our target and are going for it.  We will get done. 
Summer Goodman 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week our crew learned a lot about trail building.  We had to think outside the 
box the whole time to solve how to fill in the caved in parts of the trail.  We learned a lot 



of different ways and techniques to solve these problems.  We also learned a lot about 
carrying capacity, our view of the wilderness and people that have influenced it over 
time.   
Kellie Brett 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week our crew had some challenging experiences when we were trying to 
create retaining walls on areas that were unstable because of loose sand.  If you tried 
walking on it, it would slip from under your feet.  To fix this problem, our crew brought 
in logs from an area across from our project and staked them into the ground.  We also 
succeeded in making a rock wall at a cross-back in the trail.  We had to help lager them 
like bricks and had difficulty finding rocks that were large enough and the right size.  We 
also completed a bridge of rocks connecting two ledges this week.  At this area we had 
difficulty finding rocks of any large size.  After finding them, we covered them in gravel 
and dirt. 
Katie Wicher 

 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
The first day we worked it was hot and I had no idea how to build fence.   
Ivan Durrant 
 
The week we were picking Med Sage it was hot.  That Tuesday we walked a whole lot 
and took break in the sun.  It was gruesome.  And the day we were Slash-Piling and it 
rained.   
Maria Karakova 
 
My most challenging day at NYC was when it rained on the first day of slash piling. 
Ashlyn Gazley 
 
The first day because it was very hot. 
Tyler Kennon 
 
My most challenging day was when we were picking Med. Sage.  My feet were sore 
every morning and were pounding all day.  We were continually walking. 
Katie Wicher 
 
My most challenging day was the first day when we had to climb this huge hill to our 
work site. 
Kellie Brett 
 
I will say the first day for the simple fact it was hot and we had to climb the big hill , 
especially me and Travis had to carry barbed-wire. 



Summer Goodman 
 
My hardest day was our first day on our first project when we climbed to the top of a 
large hill to build fence. 
Jefferson Mathis 
 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 
 
Finally getting to build trail the fourth week, meeting a bunch of new cool people, and 
sleeping out under the stars. 
Ivan Durrant 
 
Sleeping outside the first time when we saw shooting stars, putting up barbed wire, and 
just getting along so well with the crew.  
Maria Kazakova 
 
My three favorite NYC experiences would have to be making these awesome new 
friends, getting through it and sleeping under the sky like every night. 
Ashlyn Gazley 
 
Sleeping outside/first day of work/the weed project. 
Tyler Kennon Building a family of our crew by big funs, hard work and in general living 
together.  Appreciating the little things that didn’t mean that much to me before and 
finishing our rock bridge project. 
Katie Wicher 
 
Being able to sleep outside with all of the girls on the crew (because we cannot all fit in 
one tent), building up part of the trail that was caved in and finishing it, and being able to 
meet new people and make new friends. 
Kellie Brett 
 
Making new friends, finishing our trail, and cooking for the crew. 
Summer Goodman 
 
Meeting new people, finishing projects, learning more about the outdoors. 
Jefferson Mathis 

 
AT NYC IT LEARNED: 
 
I learned how to build fence, identify Med. Sage and that if you kill a rattlesnake, you 
have to bury the head so bees don’t get in it. 
Ivan Durrant 
 
I learned how to work hard, build trail, and build a fence. 
Maria Karakova 



 
At NYC I learned how to get alone with others, face my fears and build trail. 
Ashlyn Gazley 
 
How to cook tofu.  How to chug water is the cure for everything. 
Tyler Kennon 
 
I learned that physical labor jobs are harder than I expected because they include a lot of 
endurance and food and water.  I learned that food is a billion times better when you 
work hard and water is more important that anything else.  I’ve learned to learn how to 
live without very many things. 
Katie Wicher 
 
I learned how to work hard and put my mind to projects and actively finish them.  I also 
learned how to work hard with a team. 
Kellie Brett 
 
Facing my fears of heights, learning to control my temper, and enjoy the hard work. 
Summer Goodman 
 
I learned to chug yellow tops, I learned to lead in a group, I learned how to take on hard 
work. 
Jefferson Mathis 
 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
 
The people. 
Maria Kazakova 
 
One thing I will always remember would have to be when Jeff decided to eat a jalapeno 
and then rubbed the jalapeno juice in his eye.  
Ashlyn Gazley 
 
Jeff’s poop face. 
Tyler Kennon 
 
The friends I made and the people I met. 
Katie Wicher 
 
All of the people that I met and became friends with. 
Kellie Brett 
 
All the friends I made and will always have. 
Summer Goodman 
 



I will always remember the day Nat hit me on the timepiece with a boomerang. 
Jefferson Mathis 
 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
Treat people with respect and try not to prejudge. 
Ivan Durrant 
 
Believe in myself. 
Maria Kazakova 
 
From now on I will always do my chores because chores are easy.  Also I will always not 
judge people before I really know what they are all about. 
Ashlyn Gazley 
 
Be in contact with my new friends. 
Tyler Kennon 
 
I will avoid taking showers very often. 
Katie Wicher 
 
I will never procrastinate when I need to do something. 
Kellie Brett 
 
Remember my experience from NYC. 
Summer Goodman 
 
I will always work just a little bit harder. 
Jefferson Mathis 

 
RED CREW 

 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week:  2 
Project Name:  Four-mile Trail 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Krassell 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 All the crews gathered at the weekend site at Robinson Park.  We all ate, had a 
big fun “butt boxing”, drove around for two hours for a rec trip, had tons of fun.  Got up 



early on Sunday, drove for three hours to our work site, had to drive two hours back to 
give Nat his boots, and then finally got to camp after about  six more hours of driving. 
Korbon McCall (Korby)  
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 These next two weeks we are fixing trail at Four-Mile Creek.  We are working 
with a Forest Service Ranger named Patty.  When we are clearing the trail, we first have 
to move all the branches and dead trees.  We have an antique saw called the “cross-cut.”  
It’s a two-man saw that can saw any tree.  Once we move the trees, we use various tools 
to cut a path into the side of the mountain.   
Taylor Rieman 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Complete first section of trail; learn about trail work so we can get it done better 
and faster next week.  Have a successful bear hang, do good work.  Yesterday, right when 
we finished work a large tree fell about 200 feet from us.  Juan also talked to a man who 
appeared in the middle of no where and then disappeared.  Today we saw some 
mushroom pickers who commented on our trail when they walked by.   
Nick McGee 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 During this week we learned from our SEED books about; equality and 
acceptance, geology and navigation.  We also learned how to hold the tools properly and 
how to use them.  Palaski:  hold with axe head down and use back end to clear bark off 
wood. Cross-cut Saw:  don’t move far and use your body to cut.  McCloud (McChicken) 
hold pokey things down and used to finish off the trail. 
Patrick Murphy 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 This week we had to hike up this trail to get to our campsite.  It’s a 14 mile walk, 
which doesn’t sound like much but walking up a mountain with about 60 pounds on your 
back—it gets kind of intense.  Some of the accomplishments this week were we learned 
to read a topographic maps correctly and we got the worst part of the trail finished.  We 
also learned about empathy and acceptance in one of our SEEDs. 



Juan Flores 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week:  3 
Project Name:  Four-Mile Trail 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Krassel 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we are back country so we just hung out around camp chilled by 
the creek, and learned some sweet knots.  We also played some Bob the Weasel.  Oh, and 
we had a pine cone war. 
Korbon McCall (Korby) 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week, we are still in the back country.  We are continuing work on the Four-
mile Trail, except instead of working down the trail, we are working up.  Our goal is to 
reach the end of the trail, but I don’t think it will happen because we keep running into 
big projects.  Today and yesterday me, Korbon, Levi and Kane had to build a re-route.  
We had to move a whole bunch of big rocks to hold the trail up.  We finally got done a 
little before 3rd break.   
Taylor Rieman 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 This week we hope to make it to the end of Four-Mile trail.  But we keep hitting 
big cross cutting and re-route projects so we are a little behind.  Today we pretty much 
finished it all off for the first section, but we still have a way to go. 
Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 



 This week we learned about water bars and Check dams a bit more in depth.  We 
also leaned about ecosystems, how to tie a whole bunch of different kinds of knots, water 
purification and plant identification. 
Juan Flores 
 
 
Friday 
 
No entry. 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week:  4-5 
Project Name:  Lick Creek 
National Forest:  Sawtooth 
Ranger District:  Fairfield 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This weekend we drove on down to our project in the Sawtooths.  As we were 
hiking in, one of the crew screwed up his knee so we had to hike back down and take him 
to Mt. Home.  His parents had to come and pick him up so we lost a good part of our 
crew.  
Korbon McCall (Korby) 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are making a massive re-route because the original trail was steep and rutty.  
So now we are actually making a trail around it.  I think the project is the best so far and 
even though it is had work, it is the best feeling at the end of the day like I’ve done 
something with my life.   
Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals work this week is to complete a half a mile re-route around the messed 
out part of the trail.  We are trying to work more efficiently.  We are also trying to wake 
up and get ready for work faster.  At camp we are trying to learn to go to bed and be 
silent.  Our lovely professor, Travis, loves to edit these papers.  (That includes 
underlining certain phrases.) 



 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 This week we learned how to re-route this trail.  The original trail was about 1/8 
of a mile, and our re-route ended up being about ½ of a mile.  We finished busing the trail 
in three days, but we had to QC it a lot.  After we got done, we had to rehab the old trail 
with organic matter.  
Taylor Rieman 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today we actually finished a project and we did a day of QC.  The challenge this 
week was that we needed to finish a ½ mile re-route but with six people and only three 
days to do it.  Our crew busted it out like it was nothing.  It was awesome.  We were also 
getting ready to hike out the next to our fourth backcountry week.  Backcountry Rules! 
Korbon McCall (Korby) 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Red 
Crew Leader:  Yarrow 
Week: 5 
Project Name:  Miller Creek Re-tread 
National Forest: Sawtooth 
Ranger District:  Fairfield 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weedend: 
 This weekend we drove up to our new backcountry site.  The hike up was pretty 
short but super steep.  After about two hours, we got separated from Yarro.  We hiked 
probably about an extra ½ mile before we realize that we took the wrong trail turn.  
Finally at about 3:00 am we got to sleep.  BACKCOUNTRY RULES! 
Korbon McCall (Korby) 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why?   
 This week we are making trail in the Sawtooths.  There is a really beautiful view, 
the best I have ever seen.  This week is going to be extreme because it is our last week.  
We are not working on Friday so we are working 9-9 ½ hours a day. 



Taylor Rieman 
 
 
Wednesday 
  
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our crews goals are to complete another re-route and to get our hours done.  We 
are also working on completing paperwork.  We got a new rover this week when Adam 
came.  We also didn’t pack really well; we forgot metal bowls and other cooking stuff.  
The country here is really beautiful, especially during the morning. 
Patrick Murphy 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned that night hiking isn’t so great, especially at 1:30 am.  Other than that, 
we didn’t learn much because we are doing basically the same thing as we have been for 
four weeks.  Just building trail in the backcountry. 
Taylor Rieman 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 The first night we had tracking problems.  We’re lucky seeing as it didn’t go the 
cliff.  We also had an intense hike that went into the night.  The on the way back our 
trailer rope came unhooked and we popped a tire so we stopped at a store for like two 
hours till the Les Schwab guy came and fixed it.  Drunk on BACKCOUNTRY. 
Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 
 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
I would have to say my most challenging day would be when we had a giant midnight 
hike on the beginning of our 5th week.  We hiked way past our camp and hiked back for 
two hours.   
Patrick Murphy  
 
My most challenging day was Saturday before the last week of backcountry.  We hiked 
for an exhausting six hours before finally sleeping at about 2:00 am. 
Taylor Rieman 
 
My most challenging day will be when I leave this place because I have had so many 
awesome times here. 
Korbon McCall (Korby) 



 
My most challenging day would be the day after our night hike.  I was dead tired and we 
still had to setup camp and work a half day too. 
Nick McGee 
 
Everyday is hard because we work hard and our breaks aren’t long enough so we a tired. 
Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 

 
My first favorite NYC experience is all the awesome sites we get to work at.  They all 
have beautiful views.  My second is the extreme weekend sites.  Everything is so chaotic 
because there are three crews.  My third is that I pushed my limits so much I never 
thought I would be able to hike two + miles with a 50-pound pack. 
Taylor Rieman 
 
The first would have to be the ability to push myself passed the limits that I thought I 
couldn’t.  The second would have to be being able to go where I normally wouldn’t.  The 
third would have to be the most amazing views I have ever seen. 
Korbon McCall (Korby) 
 

1. Getting views. 
2. Getting good on the crosscut 
3. Working hard and working in a tight team. 

Nick McGee 
 
One: Learning the crosscut. 
Two: Interesting conversations with Yarrow. 
Three:  The views of scenery and plants. 
Patrick Murphy 
 

1. The first backcountry hike was hard, yet it was totally worth it. 
2. The first day when we met everyone. 
3. The last work day for obvious reasons. 

Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 

 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 

 
NYC has taught me how to be a team player.  In the backcountry, you really have to work 
together to get things done.  Since our group lost three people, teamwork is a necessity. 
Taylor Rieman 
 



I learned how to work with a really diverse.  I also learned how to do a little cooking.  
The third thing would be learning to work trail.   
Korbon McCall (Korby) 
 
One:  proper tool usage 
Two:  teamwork 
Three:  stuff from the SEED books 
Patrick Murphy 
 
NYC has taught me the meaning of hard work. 
Nick McGee 
 

1. How to cook “interesting” food. 
2. How to work trail. 
3. How to take criticism. 

Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 

 
ONE THING I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 

 
The one thing I will always remember is to treat nature better.  I used not pay attention 
and sometimes litter.  But I am now a tree-hugger.  So I am not going to litter anymore. 
Taylor Rieman 
 
The one thing I will always remember would be our night hike and being able to see  
stars a lot better. 
Korbon McCall (Korby) 
 
I will always remember the beautiful views and the great conversations we had. 
Patrick Murphy 
 
I will remember all the great people, views and conversations. 
Nick McGee 
 
I will always remember the food and the laughs. 
Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 

 
FROM  NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 
 
From now on I will appreciate nature more.  This experience has made me realize how 
valuable our forests are. 
Taylor Rieman 
 
I will always stop to look at what is going on in nature. 
Korbon McCall 



 
I will think before I speak. 
Patrick Murphy 
 
I will appreciate the people who maintain trails. 
Nick McGee 
 
I will always remember NYC and the pride of the trail. 
Levi Hartman (Billy) 
 

 
BLUE 

NO BLUE CREW E1 
*************************************************** ********************* 

    Orange 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week: 1 
Project Name:  The Grass is Greener 
National Forest:  Army Corps 
Ranger District:  Portland 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Arrived at worksite and climbed a hill to scope out what to do.  Then started 
pounding posts in and making the fence line.  We dug holes spaced about 100 feet and 
put steel posts down.  Tomorrow we should be cementing them in. 
Jeff McNally and Andrew Davis 
 
   
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This week we are building a barbed-wire fence.  The Army Corps of Engineers 
hired us to keep the salmon safe from the cow’s fecal matter.  Today we finished putting 
up and cementing posts, so tomorrow we string barbed-wire across our work. 
Brian McKinlay 
 
  
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 



 Today we built “A” frames on the mountain.  It was really, really sweet. Also was 
really, really sweet.  B-Sauce broke a pick.  We started haywire.  Riley got really BAD 
water that tastes like rotton eggs. 
Sam Bowman and Kurt Hinkes 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We learned how to build fence on a very steep hill.  We also learned that to be a 
team we all must get along.  The last thing we learned was that the crazy man down by 
the river doesn’t like to be messed with. 
Daniel Carter 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 We came together as one and finished 1,600 feet of fence.  Then we accomplished 
having nobody get hurt.  We all came together and worked as a team to finish the fence 
faster. 
Daniel Carter and Jeff McNally 
 
  
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week: 2 
Project Name: The Grass is Always Greener 
National Forest:  Army Corps 
Ranger District:  Portland 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 This past weekend was the first weekend site of the session.  When I woke up 
Saturday morning, only orange crew was up.  We ate breakfast (everyone) and did chores 
surprisingly quickly.  After that we went on our rec trips and visited the city.  Sunday we 
packed up, ate, got in a circle and got mail.  Then we went off to our project sites. 
Brian McKinlay 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 



 This week we are back in Washington continuing last week’s project.  We are 
almost finished with one section of fence.  Tomorrow we’ll be working on a new section 
of fence.  The reason we’re back here is to impress a first time employer.  That seems to 
be really important.  It helps NYC’s relations.   
Brian McKinlay 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 The goals for this week are:  build a lot of fence; all the “T” posts are in, so all we 
have to do is string barbed wire across the posts. 
Brian McKinlay 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 From the original hill we finished off the bottom second half of the 100 foot 
section of solid rock and fixed loose “T” posts.  We also re-cemented loose pole and 
finished off some “A” frames, then wired off all but one open section as required.  One 
crew that was split off moved needed material down the mountain to fix washed out 
fence and that was the day. 
Andrew Davis 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 Today was our last day at the worksite and thank God for that.  After two weeks 
of climbing the hill it was nice to see it all done.  We split up into three groups and 
walked the fence line looking for trash and fixing anything that needed fixing.  One group 
had to finish up part of the fence on the east side while the other two groups picked up 
trash along the fence line.  The fence looks great and the crew put lots of hard work into 
it.  Hopefully next week we get an awesome project. 
Jeff McNally 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week: 3 
Project Name:   
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Krassel 
 



Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
  We went to a gravel parking lot for the weekend site.  There were only 
two crews so we only had one rec trip.  It was to some park.  It kinda sucked, but before 
we went to the park, we hung in town for two hours which was fun. 
Sam Bowman 
 
  
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We started working.  We had to hike a little bit to get to the actual worksite, but 
not far.  Riley taught us the basic trail working.   We got pretty far.  We bucked out a few 
logs, but nothing extravagant.  We are making trail maintenance. 
Sam Bowman 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our goals are to get at least halfway through the trail.  Dan also got fired today for 
smoking on the job, but he wanted to quit a whole bunch so it really doesn’t matter.  No 
one liked him anyway and there was a couple people who wanted to get rid of Dan so, 
guess it worked out. 
Sam Bowman 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We all learn how to make trail except Kurt and Daniel, which have all ready done 
trail.  Learn how to buck out a log correctly and make check steps.  It was fun and 
exciting. 
Sam Bowman 
 
 
Friday 
 
Describe your crew’s challenges and accomplishments this week: 
 The biggest challenge was Dan.  No one liked him and we all wanted him gone.  
He was lazy, didn’t do chores and he complained a lot.  But he got fired so everyone was 
very happy so that was an accomplishment.  But otherwise, I can’t think of anything 
besides the obvious uses—just doing the trail and seeing what we did after.  Another 
challenge was a lack of bread.  We ran out two days in and had to go back to the van for 
more and then we ran out Thursday and had to make PB&J tortillas but that wasn’t really 



all that bad.  It was an accomplishment just making it up the mountain every morning 
especially on Thursday and Friday when it took an hour to make it to the work site. 
Sam Bowman 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week:  4 
Project Name:  Cougar Creek 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Krassel 
 
Monday 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 We packed our stuff and left and ate really good food.  Then we went swimming 
in the west fork of the south fork of the Salmon River.  Then we traveled around the town 
of Yellow Pine, Idaho. 
Daniel Carter 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 This is our second week in the Payette National Forest clearing the Cougar Trail 
for the Forest Service. 
John B. Black 
 
 
No more data this week. 
 
 
Session:  SCC-E1 
Crew Color:  Orange 
Crew Leader:  Riley Stark 
Week:  5 
Project Name:  Kinney Creek 
National Forest:  Payette 
Ranger District:  Council 
 
Monday 
 
Describe what your crew did this weekend: 
 Today we started first day of last week clearing trail.  Most important above all 
fixing tread and we stayed as consistent and focused as possible.  It brought us farther 
than expected but we kept working.  �  



Andrew Davis 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Describe your project this week; where are you, what are you doing, why? 
 We are in the Hell’s Canyon Wilderness clearing trail for the Forest Service. 
John T. Black 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Describe your crew’s goals for the week: 
 Our main goal is to clear/make trail to the Alison Creek Divide.  That included 
digging and lopping. 
Brian McKinlay 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Describe what your crew learned this week: 
 We woke up and walked to work.  We fixed trail and worked our way to the 
trailhead.  We drove for an hour and slept on the side of the road.   
Kurt Hinkes 
 
 
Friday 
 
No data to entered 

 
MY MOST CHALLENGING DAY AT NYC WAS: 
 
NYC changed my life.  Sam Bowman 
 
Having Travis as a rover.  Dan Carter 
 
Working with people with a negative attitude on work.  Andrew Davis 
 
I lost three pant sizes through the NYC program.  Jeff McNally 
 
NYC challenged me everyday.  Brian McKinlay 
 
When Braden hugged me.  Kurt Hinkes 
 
The hike into backcountry.  John T. Black 



 

 
MY THREE FAVORITE NYC EXPERIENCES WERE: 

 
Travis was great.   
Dan Carter 
 
The opportunities to see wildlife and things that are not everyday things.   
Andrew Davis 
 
Observing nature was a great educational experience.   
Brian McKinlay 
 
Working in the woods, eating “good” food, working with Kurt. 
Sam Bowman 
 
Working,  grubbin’, eatin’…   
Kurt Hinkes 
 

 
 
AT NYC I LEARNED: 

 
Travis is a great person.   
Daniel Carter 
 
How to build work skills for the future and learn to adapt to working with others and 
have a positive attitude on the work.   
Andrew Davis 
 
I learned that “there is no place like home”, but it was great.   
Brain McKinlay 
 
To call Bologna butt meat.   
Sam Bowman 
 
To make potato salad.   
Kurt Hinkes 
 
To never wipe with poison ivy.   
John T. Black 
 

 
ONE THING I W ILL ALWAYS REMEMBER: 

 
Travis Rocks!   



Dan Carter 
 
“The wonderful food”   
Andrew Davis 
 
Cribbage.   
Brian McKinlay 
 
Happy times.   
Sam Bowman 
 
That day I decided that I really DID NOT want chili from 7-11.   
Kurt Hinkes 
 
The crazy old man at the first project.   
John T. Black 
 

 
FROM NOW ON I WILL ALWAYS: 

 
Remember that I love Travis.   
Daniel Carter 
 
Work with others better.   
Andrew Davis 
 
Save a ton of money on my car insurance by switching to Geico.   
Brian McKinlay 
 
Call Bologna butt meat.   
Sam Bowman 
 
Love each other..   
Kurt Hinkes 
 
Eat fresh meat.   
John T. Black 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


